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FORSTORD 


The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Illinois  is  one  of  a  nvimber 
of  guides  to  historical  materials  prepared*"^krbughou't  the  United  States 
by  workers  on  the  Historical  Records  Suirvoy  Projects  of  the  Vfork  Projects 
Administration.  The  publication  herev/ith  presented,  an  inventory  of  the 
archives  of  Do  Witt  County,  is  number  20  of  the  Illinois  series* 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  vras  undertaken  in  the  winter  of  1935-36 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment  to  needy  unemployed 
historians,  lavir/-ers,  teachers,  and  research  and  clerical  workers.  In 
carrj.'ing  out  this  objective,  the  project  was  organized  to  compile  inven- 
tories of  liistorical  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government 
documents  and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of  local 
government,  and  which  provide  invaluable  data  for  students  of  political, 
economic,  and  social  history.  Up  to  the  present  time,  approxinatoly 
1,500  publications  have  been  issued  by  the  Survey  throughout  the  country. 
The  archival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  day-to-day  administration  by  the  officials  of  the  county,  and 
also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  business  men,  and  other  citizens  who  require 
facts  from  the  public  records  for  the  proper  conduct  of  their  affairs. 
The  volume  is  so  designed  that  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in  his 
research  in  unprinted  sources  in  the  same  way  he  uses  the  library  card 
catalog  for  printed  sources. 

The  inventories  produced  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey  Projects 
attempt  to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list  of  records  -  they  attempt 
further  to  sketch  in  the  historical  background  of  the  county  or  other 
unit  of  government,  and  to  describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organi- 
zation and  functions  of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list. 
The  county,  tovm  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire  country  will, 
when  completed,  constitute  an  encyclopedia  of  local  government  as  well 
as  a  bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the  Historical  Records 
Survey  Projects,  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not  be  possible  without 
the  support  of  public  officials,  historical  and  legal  specialists,  and 
many  other  groups  in  the  community.  Their  cooperation  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

The  Survey  was  organized  by  Luther  H.  Evans,  who  served  as  Director 
until  I'larch  1,  1940,  when  he  vras  succeeded  by  Sargent  B,  Child,  who  had 
been  National  Field  Supervisor  since  the  inauguration  of  the  Survey. 
The  Survey  operates  as  a  nation-vd.de  series  of  locally  sponsored  projects 
in  the  Division  of  Community  Service  Programs,  of  which  I'.trs.  Florence 
Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  is  in  charge. 


HOVJARD  0,  HUNTER 
Commissioner 
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PREFACE 


This  inventory  of  the  records  of  De  VJ'itt  County  is  the  thirty- 
first  publication  in  the  county  archives  series  now  being  prepared 
by  the  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey.   Similar  inventories  are 
being  compiled  by  other  Historical  Records  surveys  throughout  the 
country,  the  ultimate  goal  being  to  survey  the  archives  of  the  3066 
counties  in  the  United  States.  The  program  was  initiated  nationally 
in  1936  as  part  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration,  now  the  Work 
Projects  Administration.  Under  the  administration  of  the  Division 
of  Community  Service  Programs  the  nation-wide  project  was  technically 
directed  by  Dr.  Luther  H.  Evans  until  March  1940,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  the  present  National  Director,  Sargent  B.  Child*  Since  February 
1941,  the  Survey  in  Illinois  has  been  a  unit  of  the  Illinois  Public 
Records  Project.  The  present  state  sponsor  of  the  project  is  the 
Konorable  Dvri.ght  H.  Green,  Governor  of  Illinois. 

In  compiling  this  inventory,  the  Survey  has  sought  to  locate, 
describe  and  classify  all  extant  county  records  and  to  make  them  more 
easily  accessible  to  county  officials,  the  general  public,  and  research 
workers.  It  is  believed  that  the  inventory  will  be  useful  as  a  guide 
to  the  archives  wherein  may  bo  found  much  important  information  in  the 
field  of  history,  sociology,  political  science,  and  economics,  and  that 
it  \vill  result  in  a  greater  interest  in  their  preservation.  IVhilc  some 
historians  have  realized  this  for  many  years,  the  general  public  has 
never  been  made  aware  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  this  material.   In  the 
official  documents  of  Do  Witt  County  are  found  the  materials  of  another 
chapter  of  the  story  of  the  coming  into  the  Illinois  wilderness  of 
settlers  who  created  a  territory  and  the  rudiments  of  a  simple  frontier 
government,  bought  and  sold  land,  built  roads,  established  schools,  and 
later  founded  a  state. 

A  more  immediate  use  to  which  the  county  inventories  may  be  put 
has  developed  as  a  result  of  the  increased  utilization  of  public  vital 
statistics  records  in  the  present  national  emergency.  The  inventorying 
of  county  records  during  the  past  five  years  as  part  of  the  regular 
public  archives  program  of  the  Survey  has  enabled  it  to  publish  a  Guide 
to  Public  Vital  Statistics  Records  in  Illinois  which  is  simply  a  con- 
cicnsod  inventory  of  all  birth,  death7  and  marriage  records  in  the  102 
counties  in  the  state.  Consultation  of  this  guide  and  all  county  in- 
ventories published  thus  far  has  proven  helpful  in  locating  birth  and 
other  vital  records. 

The  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  has  been  of  considerable 
assistance  to  local  and  eounty  governments.  Records  have  been  re- 
arranged ajid  made  more  aceessiblc,  material  believed  to  be  lost  has 
been  located,  indexing  projects  have  been  fostered,  and  county 
officials  have  been  encouraged  and  induced  to  provide  new  equipment 
for  their  offices  and  better  storage  space  for  the  records. 
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In  addition,  the  program  of  the  Survey  has  been  planned  to  dove- 
tnil  with  the  long-range  plans  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  care 
of  state  and  local  archives.  For  example,  the  first  step,  the  removal 
of  all  state  records  to  a  new  Archives  Building,  has  been  materially 
aic'cd  by  tho  preparation  of  preliminary  inventories  by  survey  vrorkors 
for  tho  various  stato  departments.  Furthormftro,  the  program  of  tho 
state  for  the  preservation  of  county  records,  including  the  making  of 
Eiicrophotographic  copies  of  all  important  historical  documents,  obvi- 
ously presupposes  inventories  such  as  the  Illinois  Historical  Records 
Survey  is  now  making. 

The  inventories  being  compiled  by  the  Historical  Records  Survey 
Projects  also  make  possible  for  tho  first  time  a  scientific  study  of 
the  question  of  record  destruction.  Under  Illinois  law  no  records  may 
be  destroyed  without  specific  enabling  legislation.  This  provision, 
together  v/ith  tho  tremendous  increase  in  tho  quantity  of  records  in 
recent  years,  has  made  it  impossible  for  either  the  state  or  the 
co':nties  to  take  care  of  the  documents  adequately.  Hence,  a  certain 
r.n,oiuit  of  record  destruction  has  been  inevitable.   If,  as  seems 
probable,  a  study  of  these  inventories  should  lead  to  the  enactment 
of  adequate  and  sensible  legislation  governing  the  disposition  of 
public  records,  those  compilations  may  prove  to  be  tho  most  import- 
ant contribution  of  the  Survey. 

Other  phases  of  the  Historical  Records  Survey's  program  now  in 
active  operation  in  Illinois  are  the  publication  of  inventories  of 
Fodcral,  state,  municipal,  and  church  archives;  guides  to  manuscript 
depositories  cjid  collections;  calendars  of  certain  selected  collections; 
and  checklists  of  early  American  imprints.   (For  list  of  Illinois 
publications,  see  p.  323,324). 

Preliminary  work  on  the  survey  in  Do  Witt  County,  the  twentieth 
in  the  alphabetically  arranged  list  of  Illinois  counties,  was  begun 
Jvnc  22,  1936  and  completed  August  1.  Field  forms  of  tho  survey 
v.ore  fonvardod  to  the  state  office  in  Chicago  in  July  1937.  Part  of 
tho  forms  v/oro  sont  to  the  field  for  a  recheck  on  March  18,  1938 
and  all  forms  wore  returned  to  the  field  December  1,  1938;  these 
v.erc  roceivcd  back  in  Chicago  on  August  28,  1939.  Again,  on  November 
20,  1940,  the  forms  wore  sont  back  to  tho  field  supervisor  for  a  final 
check,  and  returned  December  30,  Abstracting  and  transcribing  county 
board  records  upon  v/hich  much  of  the  contents  of  this  inventory  is 
based,  was  started  in  September  1938  and  finished  in  September  1940. 
The  inventory  was  taken  by  Raymond  Finney,  David  Boyd,  Wesley  Ncvrcomc, 
Herbert  Pennington,  Cal  A.  Atkinson,  Francis  H.  Doty,  Sydney  M.  Cool, 
Leon  Lighthall,  and  Elmer  Anderson,  under  the  supervision  of  Kenneth 
C.  Blood.  Abstracting  and  transcribing  of  county  board  records  was 
done  by  Leon  Lighthall  and  Elmer  Anderson. 

The  inventory  vras  prepared  for  publication  by  the  state  editorial 
staff  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  at  Chicago  under  tho 
d'.rcction  of  Herbert  R.  Rifkind,  Stato  Editor.   The  inventory  proper 
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W8.S  prepared  under  the  supervision  of  Martine  O'Connor;  the  legal 
essays  were  compiled  "by  Romeo  Burwellj  and  Floyd  I.  Liulkey  -wrote  the 
historical  sketch.  Under  the  supervision  of  Edward  J,  McDonough,  in 
charge  of  collation  and  supplementary  units,  research  data  on  the 
housing  and  care  of  records  were  assembled  by  Fred  A,  Komarek,  and 
Charles  J.  Cooley  compiled  the  roster  of  county  officers.  The  in- 
ventory was  indexed  by  John  Kristy,  and  the  maps  and  charts  were  drawn 
by  Louis  J,  Mader,  Dorothy  Herold  supervised  the  typing  and  mimeo- 
graphing. Credit  also  must  be  given  to  the  other  members  of  the 
editorial,  research,  and  typing  staffs  for  their  intelligent  and 
diligent  cooperation  in  the  compiling  of  this  inventory. 

All  of  the  officers  of  De  Yvitt  County  cooperated  in  every  iva;'- 
with  the  vrorkers,  and  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their  aid  is  hereby 
made.   I  also  wish  to  express  appreciation  for  the  assistance  rendered 
by  the  officials  of  the  Illinois  Work  Projects  Administration,   For 
the  cover  design  we  are  indebted  to  the  Illinois  Art  Project, 

The  inventory  of  the  records  of  De  VJitt  County  will  be  available 
for  distribution  to  governmental  offices,  libraries,  schools,  and 
historical  societies  in  Illinois,  and  libraries  and  governmental 
agencies  in  other  states.  Requests  for  information  concerning  this 
or  other  publications  of  the  Illinois  Historical  Records  Survey  should 
be  addressed  to  the  State  Director, 


Thomas  R.  Hall 
State  Director 
Illinois  Historical  Records 
December  12,  1941  Survey 
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(First  entry,  p.  139) 


1.  HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

Significant  Aspects  of  De  Witt  County 

Overview  of  the  County 

De  Witt  County  is  located  near  the  geographical  center  of  Illinois, 
with  its  southern  boundary  a  few  miles  north  of  the  fortieth  parallel  of 
latitude.  The  county  is  almost  equidistant  from  Chicago  and  St.  Louis, 
being  nearly  150  miles  from  each.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  McLean 
County,  on  the  west  by  Logan,  on  the  south  by  Macon,  and  on  the  east  by 
Piatt.  The  broken  southwesterly  direction  of  its  eastern  bo\indary  prevents 
it  from  being  a  perfect  rectangle.  The  area  of  De  Witt  is  officially.given 
as  415  square  miles. 1  The  county  has  seven  full  and  six  fractional  congres- 
sional townships; 2  it  extends  30  miles  from  east  to  west  at  its  greatest 
width  and  16  miles  from  north  to  south. 

The  econoiry  of  the  county  is  quite  typical  of  agricultural  Illinois. 
Nearly  one  half  of  De  Witt's  18,244  people  (1940  census)  live  outside  the 
limits  of  incorporated  municipalities.  Only  two  towns,  Clinton  (6,331  in 
1940)  and  Farmer  City  (1,833),  exceed  1,000  in  population.  The  county 
seat,  Clinton,  with  over  one  third  of  the  county  population, 3  is  an 
agricultural  distributing  center  and  also  the  location  of  railroad  shops 
of  the  Illinois  Central. 

Physical  Characteristics 

De  Witt  County  is  located  in  the  drainage  area  of  the  Illinois  River, 
The  principal  stream  is  Salt  Creek,  formed  by  the  junction  of  North  Fork 
and  South  Fork  near  Clinton.  The  northwestern  section  of  the  county  is 
drained  by  Kickapoo  Creek.  Both  streams  follow  their  separate  courses  to 
the  Sangamon  River,  by  which  their  waters  are  carried  to  the  Illinois. 


1.  Illinois  Department  of  State,  Blue  Book  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
1935-36,  p.  796.  Another  official  publication,  however,  gives  the 
area  as  440  square  miles  (Illinois  Department  of  State,  Counties  of 
Illinois,  p.  66) .  There  are  other  estimates  of  the  area,  some  under 
400  square  miles.  A  careful  checking  of  a  surveyed  county  map 
indicates  that  the  415  figure  is  approximately  correct.  The  confusion 
is  caused  in  part  by  imperfections  in  the  original  government  surveys. 

2.  A  congressional  township  is  an  arbitrary'-,  geographical  division,  six 
miles  square  subdivided  into  sections  one  mile  square  as  surveyed 
throughout  the  western  public  lands  of  the  United  States.  A  political 
or  civil  township  is  a  local  unit  of  government  which,  in  Illinois,  is 
usually,  but  not  always,  based  on  congressional  township  lines. 

3«  "^or   Bummarr  of  population,  see  Table  V,  p.  13. 
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The  county  is  gently  rolling,    except   in  the  northwest  where   the   sur- 
face is  somewhat  rugged  and  broken.      During  ages  past,    the  region  was 
covered  successively  by   two   great  ice  sheets,    the   Illinoian  and  the 
Wisconsin;    the  surface  drift  in   the   soil,   however,   belongs  almost  entire- 
ly to   the  later   ice  invasion.      Before  the  coming  of  the  white  men,    De  Vitt 
was  a  part  of  the  Grand  Prairie  of  central   Illinois,    with  only  a  few  small 
islands  of  timber  land  along  the  strea.-s.     Early  settlers  found  the  prairie 
grass  as  high  as   the  head  of  a  man  on  horsebadc.l 

In  altitude  the  county  shows  little  variation,   with  most  of  the  area 
lying  about  700  foot  above  sea  level. 2     As  to   climate  De  Witt  has  an  aver- 
age annual  precipitation  of  39.59   inches;^  a  temperature  ranging  from  a- 
mean  of  36,8  degrees  Fahrenheit  in  January  to  75.4  in  July;    and  an  average 
growing  season  of  173  days."* 

Early  Inhabitants 

The  earliest  known   inhabitants  of  the  De  Witt  region  were  a  native 
American  people  popularly  called  mound  builders.      In   several  parts  of  the 
county  there  axe  prominent  mounds  which  serve  as  monuments  of  this  rjysteri- 
ous  civilization.      At  the  beginning  of  historic  times   the  several    tcibes 
of  Illinois   Indians  were  in  complete  control  of  the  western  and  central 
parts  of  the  state  named  for   them.      The  principal   towns  of  these  Indians 
wore  located  along  the  Mississippi   and  Illinois  rivers;    the  Grand  Prairie 
section,    including  present-day  De  Witt  County,    was  used  chiefly  as  a 
hunting  ground.      After  1700,    however,    as   the  Illinois  declined  in  numbers 
and  in  power  they  were  pushed  southward  and  westward  by  the  neighboring 
tribes.      The  Kickepoos   trod  on   the  heels  of  the  retreating  Illinois   and 
soon   they  had  firmly  established  themselves   in  the  central  part  of   the 
present-day  state.      Here   they,    together  with  bands  of  Potav/atomies,    re- 
mained in  undisputed  occi:5)ation  until  forced  beyond  the_Mississippi  by 
the  relentless  pressure  of  the  incoming  white  settlers,"^     Soon  ^ter  the 


1.  Eistory  of  De  Witt  County,    Illinois,  p.    36,     Hereinafter  cited  as 
History  of  De  Witt  (Brink). 

2.  The  elevations  of  the  principal   towns  are  as  follows:      Wgpella,    747; 
Clinton,    745;    De  Witt,    745;   Parnell,    740;    Farmer  City,    732;    Waynesville, 
713;    Tabor,    658;    and  Zenney,    652  ("Dictionary  of  Altitudes  in  Illinois," 
State  Geologioal   Survey,    Bulletin  No.    30,   p.   115-55). 

3.  U.    S.    Weather  Bureau,    Clica.tic  Summary  of   the  Ihited  States,    section  57, 
Central   Illinois,   p.    9. 

4.  J.    G.   Hosier,    Climate  of  Illinois,    Bulletin  No.    208,   p.    35,38.      This 
summary  on  climate  is  for   the  region  of  central    Illinois;    it  covers   the 
period  from  1876   to  1915. 

5.  For  an  account  of  the  Indians  of  Illinois,  see  Hiram  W,  Beckwith,  "Some 
Account  of  the  Indian  Tribes  Formerly  Inhabiting  Indiana  and  Illinois," 
Fergus  Historical    Series,    III,    99-183. 
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■beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  degenerated  Illinois  Indians,    then 
living  along  the  Mississippi  not  far  from  St.   Louis,    surrendered   to  the 
United  States  their  ancient  claims  over  the  region  which  included  De  Witt. 
The  Kickapoos,    residing  in  the  area,    retained  control  of  the  land  uiitil 
July  30,    1819,    when  they  signed  their  rights  away  at   the  Treaty  of  Edwards- 
ville.-'-     Even  after  giving  up  the  title  to   their  homeland  thej''  continued  to. 
reside  there  -until   their  h-onting  grounds  were  broken  up  by  the  plow  about 
1830. 

Early  Settlers 

The   section  now  within  De  Witt  remained  almost  untouched  by  white 
civilization  during  the  period  when  the  first  wave  of   settlers  was  flov/ing 
into   the  timber  lands  easily  reached  by  water  transportation.     After  over- 
flowing the  wooded  valleys  and  the  forest-fringed  countrj'-  beyond,    the  tide 
of  population  spread  out  onto   the  prairies. 

The  earliest   settlements  in  De  Witt  County  were  made  in  the  period 
from  1824  to   1831.      The  first   settlers  were  a  party  of   five,    consisting  of 
Zion  and  Edon  Shugart,    their  mother,    and  Elisha  Butler  aaid  his  wife,   who 
came  into   what  is  now  Tunbridge  Township  late  in  1824.     A  short  time  later 
they  were  joined  by  John  Coppenbarger.2     Other  early  pioneers  and   the 
township  in  which  they   settled  were:      Benjamin  and  LaJiderr.  Slatten, 
Josiah  Clifton,    and  Alexander  Barnett   in  Clintonia;   John  Donner,   Dennis 
Hurley,    and  Richard  Kirby  in  Santa  Anna;   Prettyman  Marvel,    Samuel  Curtwright, 
and  James  K.    Scott  in  Waynesville;   John  P.   Glenn,   John  Young,    and  William 
Vinson  in  Wapella;   Mahlon  Hall,   Mason  Paine,    and  Franklin  Barnett   in 
Barnett;    Cicero  Twist,   John  N.  Majalovc,    and  George,    William,    and  Morris 
Nixon  in  Nixon;   Abram  Lisenby,   John  Miller,    ajid  Ezekiel  Lane  in  Creek; 
Thomas  Davenport,    Nehemiah  Clifton,    and  Jolin  Lowry  in  Texas;   John  Lash, 
Michael  Troutraan,   and  John  Wilson  in  Wilson;    Charles  HcCord,   Jacob 
Vandeventer,   and  William  J.   Rutledge  in  Rutledge;    Solomon  Cross,   Jesse 
Mulkey,    and  Joseph  and  Tyre  Harp  in  Harp.     The  majority  of  these  eaxly 
settlers  were  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 3 

In  1830  there  were  not  more  than  250  iiihabitants  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  county,   while  the  land  entered  did  not  exceed  2,500  acres. 4 


1.  "Treaty  with  the  Kickapoo,    1819,"   Charles  J.  Kappler,    comp.   ajid  ed. , 
Indian  Affairs  Laws  and  Treaties,    II,    127-29. 

2.  History  of  De  Witt  County,    Illinois,    I,   397,     Hereinafter  referred  to 
as  History  of  De  Witt    (Pioneer). 

3.  History  of  De  Witt    (Brink),    see   separate  chapters  on  townships. 

4.  Ibid.,   p.   30. 
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By  the  time  De  Witt  Coxmty  was  estahlished  In  1839  about  one  third  of 
the  full   area  had  come  into   the  possession  of  bona  fide  residents.^     A 
year  later   the  Federal   census  disclosed  a  population  of  3,347,2     ij^ig 
r^owth  v;as   indeed  phenomenal  for  a  region  which  had  only  the  poorest 
connections  with   the  outside  wrld.      St.  Louis,    the  principal  market, 
was  reached  by  overland  transportation  to  Pokin,    and  by  steamboat  down 
the  Illinois  River,     With  sxich  poor  access  to  markets,    the  pioneors  were 
forced  to  live  largely  by  subsistence  farming  and  by  a  systfan  of  commur. 
nity  barter.     The  manner  in  which  they  surmounted  those  hardships  is  a 
tribute  to   tho  hardy  mon  and  women  who  transformed  the  pralrio  wilder- 
ness into   the  farming  garden  which  we  see  today. 

Economic  Aspects  of  County  Life 

De  Witt  is  one  of  the  counties  which  contribute  materially  to   the 
high  rank  held  by  Illinois   in  agriculture,3     Grading  the  coimty  soils 
by  index  numbers  from  1   to  10,    with  1  as   the  most  productive  and  10  as 
Hubmarginal,    the  Illinois  Soil   Survey  found  that  De  Witt  has  78,9  per- 
cent of  its  soils  in  the   three  most  fertile  grades  and  only  4,5  percent 
in  tho  throe  poorest,    compared  with  state  percentages  of  30,8  in  tho 
throe  best  and  30.4  in  three  lowest  grades.'*     Today,    sli^tly  more  than 
90  percent  of  the  co\:inty«  s  area  is  in  farms, ^     Corn  has  the  largest 
acreage;   in  1929  no  less   than  40  percent  of  tho  farm  land  was  in  this 
crop,    while  other  grain  crops  took  up  28  percent,^     The  average  com 
yield  during  the  period  192-1-33  was  34,4  bushels  per  acre,    compared 
with  the  average  yield  for  the  state  of  34.9,'^     In  1937  the  value  of 
the  com  crop  amounted  to  $2,475,000,    vdiile  the  value  of  the  ten  load^- 
ing  crops  was  $3,882,670,8     In  1929,   53,8  percent  of  the  county  farm 
income  was  derived  from  crops,    25,6  from  livestock,    and  11,7  from  live- 
stock products, 9     As  to   tenancy,    the  De  Witt  statistics  are  much  less 
satisfactory.      In  1930  no  loss  than  58,9  percent  of   tho  farm  land  was 
operated  by  tenants,    compared  with  the  state  percentage  of  43.1. -^"^     Tho 


1,  History  of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p,   59, 

2,  U,   S,   Census  Bureau,    Sixth  Census  or  Enumeration  of  tho  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,    1840,  p.    378. 

3,  See  Table  I,   p,    7, 

4,  Farm,  Home  and  Communi ty  with  Special  Reference  to  T^»»of-Farming 
Area  4A,  p.  16,  Hereingo'ter  referred  to  as  Farm,  Home  and  Community. 

5,  Ibid. ,  p.  4. 

6,  Ibid.,  p,  27, 

7,  Ibid,,  p.  29. 

r.,      Illinois  Crop   and  Livo  Stock  Statistics,    Crops  1937-58,   Live  Stock 
19 37- as-' 39,    Circular  No,    440,    Illinois  Cooperative  Crop  Reporting 
Service,   Department  of  Agriculture,  p,   24,46, 

9,     Farm,    Home  and  Community,   p,   73, 
10,     U,    S,   Bureau  of  the  Census,   Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States; 
1930,    Agriculture,   v,    II,   Part  1,      The  Northern  States,   p,   649, 
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Historical   Sketch 


problem  of  soil  erosion  is  also  steadily  becoming  more  acute.  Estimates 
of  the  degree  of  erosion  throughout  the  county  are  as  follows:  destruc- 
tive,   3.5  percent;    serious,    3,9;   harmful,    53.3;    negligible,    39.3.1 

Even  in  such  a  farming  community,    sli^tly  moro  than  50  percent  of 
the  gainfully  employed  popiilation  is  engaged  in  nonagri cultural  pursuits. 
In  1929,   De  Witt  had  eleven  manufacturing  establishments,   which  turned 
out  products  valued  at  $1,620,269  and  employed  502  persons,  paying  them 
$653,572  in  wages,  2     Transportation  is  even  more  important  in  the  co-unty' s 
economy.      In  1935  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,   with  shops  located 
at  Clinton,    employed  676  and  had  35  persons  living  on  pensions.     The  total 
expenditures  of   this  railroad  in  De  Witt  were  $1,193,349.      This  is   the 
largest  industry  in  the  county. 3     There  is  no  mining  vdiatever,    except  a  few 
gravel  pits  doing  local  business. 

Social  Aspects  of  De  Witt 

The  population  of  De  Witt  County  belongs  almost  entirely  to  old 
American  stock.      In  1890,   out  of  a  population  of  17,011,    there  were 
only  850  persons  of  foreign  birth  and  64  Negroes,^     Most  of  the  foreign 
born  were  from  Ireland,    England,    and  Germany.      In  1930  the  foreign-born 
population  numbered  208,    the  colored  only  56,    out  of  a  total  of  18,598,5 
It  is  also   significant  to  note  that  the  county  has  lost  population 
steadily  since  1900,    althou^  it  did  make  a  temporary  gain  between  1910 
and  1920.6 

In  politics  Do  Witt  County  has  been  traditionally  Republican,   but 
by  a  narrow  margin.      The  continued  Republican  victories  year  after 
•/Q!^  by  snail  maijorities  indicate  groat  rigidity  of  party  lines.      In 


1,  Parm,   Home  and  Community,   p.   24. 

2,  U,    S.    Bureau  of   the  Census,    Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States, 
Manufacturers;     1929.    Ill,    140.      (Sed"  Table   II,   p.  971 

3,  Manuscript  material  on  De  Witt  County,    Illinois  in  files  of  Federal 
Writers  Project,   Chicago.      Information  obtained  by  interview  with 
Illinois  Central  Agent  at  Clinton. 

4,  U,    S.    3\irepu  of  the  Census,    Report  of  the  Population  of  the  United 
States   at   the  Eleventh  Census,    1890,    I,    408, 

5,  U,    3.    Bureau  of  the  Census,    Fifteenth  Census  of   the  Ifcited  States, 


1930,   Population,   v.    Ill,   Part  1,  p.   601, 
See  Table  III,   p.  10. 
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1932  and  again  in  1936,  howevoK|  the  county  voted  for  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  by  substantial  majorities.   The  election  in  November  1940 
gave  5,052  to  Roosevelt  and  5,447  to  Wendell  L.  Viillkie.  ■'■ 

The  religious  activitieG  of  the  county  are  conducted  by  nine  major 
denominations.   These  have  twenty-eight  active  churches  with  a  combined 
membership  of  6,328,  plus  the  xmlisted  memborship  of  four  Roman  Catholic 
churches  and  one  Christian  Science  Society.   The  Methodists  have  the 
largest  membership  body  with  2,850,  while  the  Disciples  of  Christ  are 
not  far  behind  with  2,254,^  Other  denominations  represented  in  the 
county  are  the  Baptists,  Presbytorians,  Cumberland  Presbyterians, 
United  Brethren,  and  Congregatioiialists.^ 

Municipalities  and  Townships 

Da  1/Yitt  County  has  seven  incorporated  municipalities,  besides  five 
hamlets  not  organized  for  village'  government.   Clinton  with  6,331 
people  in  1940  has  a  lar£er  population  than  all  the  others  combined. 


1.  For  the  election  returns  of  De  "kTitt  County  for  president  and  governor, 
see  the  follovdng  sources:   John  Moses,  Illinois,  Historical  and 
Statistical,  II,  1208-10  (for  elections  up  to  lg'92j;  "Compara^EIve 
Votes  for  President,  1892-1920,  by  Counties,"  p.  752-54,  and  "Com- 
parative Votes  for  (jovernor,  1892-1920,  by  Counties,"  p.  755-57, 

in  Illinois  Department  Secretary  of  State,  Blue  Book  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  1923-1924.   For  election  returns  since  1920,  see  cur- 
re  n'i~3Tue~£ook  of  the  State  of  Illinois  (book  for  bionnium  immedi- 
ately following  oleotion  year};  for  the  returns  of  November,  1940, 
see  Illinois  Department  Secretary  of  State,  Official  Vote,  State  of 
Illinois,  1940,  p.  8.  For  vote  for  president,  and  parties  rcpresent- 
'e3~,    over  a  period  of  one  hundred  years,  1840-1940,  see  Table  IV,  p.  12, 

2.  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  Illinois  Annual  Conference,  Journa  1  and 
Year  Book  (1939),  p.  856,8607 

3.  Disciples  of  Christ,  1938  Year  Book  of  the  International  Convention, 
p.  379. 

4.  Illinois  Baptist  State  Convention,  Illinois  Baptist  Annua  1  1939; 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  F.S.A.,  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of 
Illinois  (1939)j  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church, "Minutes,  General 
Assembly  (1939);  Church  of  United  Brethern  in  Christ,  Illinois 
Conference,  Ninety-Fourth  Annual  Session  (I939)j  Congregational 
and  Christian  Churches,  Year  !3ook  Statistics,  1938. 
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TABLE  IV:      Vote  for  President,    1840-1940^ 


Election 
Year 

Whig  (1840- 
1852)   Repub- 
lican (1856 
to  date) 

Vote 

Democrat 

Vote 

Third  Party 

Vote 

1840 

Harrison 

293 

Van  Buren 

316 

1844 

Clay 

317 

Polk 

351 

1848 

Taylor 

373 

Cass 

363 

1852 

Scott 

515 

Pierce 

540 

1856 

Fremont 

623 

B"achanan 

579 

Fillmore   (American) 

378 

1850 

Lincoln 

1.258 

Douglas 

1.015 

Bell   (Union) 

73 

1864 

Lincoln 

1,271 

McClelland 

1,069 

1868 

Grant 

1.652 

Seymour 

1.340 

lft7P 

Trrant 

1,7^^4 

P,-ppf>1  fiy 

1  ,  505 

1876 

Hayes 

1,928 

Tilden 

1,174 

Cooper   (Greenback) 

746 

1880 

Garfield 

2,011 

Hancock- 

1,845 

Weaver   (Greenback) 

168 

1884 

Bl  pA  ne 

1  ,987 

f!l  RVp.T  .qnri 

l,qft1 

hhit.lp.r    Crrrftp.nbfick") 

56 

1888 

Harrison 

2.042 

Cleveland 

1.976 

Streeter   (Labor) 

50 

1892 

Haxri  son 

2.059 

Cleveland 

2.083 

weaver   (i-'oople; 
Bidwell   (Ftoe.) 

120 

1896 

McKinley 

2.587 

Br:ran 

2.355 

1900 

McKinley 

2.694 

Br:/an 

2.361 

1904 

Roosevelt 

2,771 

Parker 

1,872 

1908 

Taft 

2.628 

Brr/an 

2.155 

1912 

Taft 

1,346 

Wilson 

1,880 

Rooflftvelt    (Prog.^ 

1,305 

1916 

Hughes 

4,380 

Wi 1 «nn 

4.460 

1920 

Hardin^: 

5.001 

Cox 

3.079 

1924 

Coolidge 

5.173 

Davis 

2.752 

LaFollette   (Pro^.) 

846 

1928 

Hoover 

5.100 

Smith 

2.631 

1932 

Hoover 

4.207 

Roosevelt 

5.339 

19.-^6 

London 

4.544 

■Rnrvqpvftl  t 

5,676 

1940 

Willkie 

5.477 

Roosevelt 

5.052 

1.     The  figures  for  the  election  years  1844-1852,    inclusive,   were  taken  from  the 
annual  volumes  of  The  Vfhig  Almanac  and  United  States  Register;    those  for 
1855-1908,    inclusive,    irom  The  Tribune  Almanac  and  'Political  Register;    and 

those  for  1912-1935,    inclusive,    from  The  Daily  Mews  Almanac  and  Yearbook. 
For  the  figures  for  1940   see  Illinois  Department  Secretary  of  State, 
Official  Vote  of   the  State  of  Illinois  Cast  at  the  General  Election. 
November  5,    1940.   p.    8. 
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The  following  table  is  a  summary  of  population  and  other  significant  facts 
for  the  municipalities  and  villages  of  the  county: 


TABLE  V:  Summary  of  Population  and  Other  Information  Concerning  Cities, 
"~*         Towns,  and  Villages  of  De  V/itt  County 


Towns 

1 : iL^ 

Vflien         , 
Laid  Out 

Legal 
Status'^ 

Date 
Incor 

of 
pora 

tion^ 

Population 
in  1940* 

Remarks 

Clinton 

Oct.      3, 

1836 

City 

Feb. 
Apr. 

15. 
18, 

1855 
1882 

6,331 

Farmer  City 

Jan.    28, 

1837 

City 

March 

27, 

1869 

.It.    Pleasant 

Aug. 

8, 

1872 

1,853 

former  name 

»Tapella 

*m  >• 

1854 

Villa^.e 

Feb. 

2S, 

1876 

496 

■yyaynesville 

June     4, 

1832 

Village 

July 

19, 

1875 

564 

Weldon 

MM 

1872 

Village 

May 

25, 

1892 

521 

Kenney 

._ 

1871 

Village 

Nov. 

20, 

1879 

483 

De  Witt 

March  7, 

1836 

Village 

July 

3, 

1879 

247 

Jferion 
former  name 

Lane 

._ 

1873 

Not  inc. 

M 

157 

Midland  City 

-. 

1875 

ir         n 

_ 

122 

Ha  lis vi lie 

-- 

1871 

II         II 

- 

80 

ftirnell 

-- 

1880 

It         II 

•■ 

34 

Birkbeck 

-- 

-~ 

II         II 

* 

25 

■ 

_  .. 

For  purposes  of  local  government,  De  Witt  is  divided  into  thirteen 
towiships.   This  township  organization  was  established  in  1859  following 
an  affirmative  vote  of  the  people.^  In  general  the  boundaries  of  these 
political  townships  coincide  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  congressional 
township  lines. ^ 


1. 


2. 


3. 
4. 


5. 


6. 


Information  obtained  from  History  of  De  vatt  (Pioneer),  p.  311,348, 

375,387,383,393,400,406,409,411,420. 

Information  obtained  from  Illinois  Department,  Secretary  of  State, 

Official  List  of  Incorporated  Municipalities  of  Illinois,  corrected 

September  1,  1939. 

Ibid. 

Population  figures  for  incorporated  places  taken  from  U.S.  Bureau  of 

the  Census,  Sixteenth  Census  1940,  Illinois:  Final  Population, 

Series  P-2,  No.  47,  p.  2-4;  hereinafter  cited  as  Illinois  Final 

Population.   The  population  figures  for  unincorporated  villages  are 

taken  from  Rand  MoNally  Commercial  Atlas  (63rd  ed.,  1932),  p.  152-57. 

For  an  account  of  township  organization  in  De  Witt  County,  see  p. 

26,27. 

Table  VI  shows  a  summary  of  the  population  and  other  significant 

facts  about  the  various  tovmships,  see  p.  14. 
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TA3L2  VI;  Summary  of  Population  and  Other  Information  Concerning 

Townships  of  Do  Witt  County 


To\viiship 

Location 
in  County 

Approx- 
imate 
Area 
(sq.   mi.; 

Towns 
Included 

Popu- 
lation 
in  1940-'- 

Assessed 
Valuation 
in  19362 

Barnett 

west,    center 

36 

Hall svi lie 
Midland  City 

756 

$1,243,000 

Clintonia 

west  of 
center 

30 

Clinton 

7,538 

4,436,000 

Creek 

southeast 

36 

Lane 

827 

1,171,000 

De  Witt 

east,    center 

38 

De  Witt 
Parnell 

759 

974,000 

Harp 

east  of 
center 

36 

Birkbeck 

698 

977,000 

Nixon 

s.e.   corner 

27 

Weldon 

935 

1,056,000 

Rutledge 

northeast 

24 

none 

344 

682,000 

Santa  Anna 

n.e.   corner 

29 

Farmer  City 

2,277 

1,602,000 

Texas 

southwest 

36 

none 

561 

955,000 

Tunbridge 

s.w.    comer 

36 

Kenney 

1,129 

1,327,000 

Wapella 

northwest 

30 

Wapella 

1,104 

973,000 

Wayne svi lie 

n.w.   corner 

24 

V/aynesville 

987 

806,000 

Wilson 

north,  center 

24 

none 

429 

686,000 

Beginning  of  De  Witt  Coiinty 


Establishment 


During  the  half  centuiy  before  the  establishment  of  De  Witt,  the 
area  passed  from  one  jurisdiction  to  another.   In  1790,  with  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Northwest  Territorj,',  this  region  became  a  part  of  Knox 
County,  At  the  beginning  of  1839,  the  present-day  county  was  divided 
between  McLean  and  Macon,  with  the  latter  holding  much  the  larger  por- 
tion. Bj"-  this  time  the  first  stage  of  settlement  had  alread;/-  passed. 
The  movement  for  a  new  county  was  based  upon  the  dissatisfaction  which 
the  people  felt  over  traveling  the  long  distances  separating  them  from 


1. 


2. 


U.S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,    Sixteenth  Census  1940,    Illinois:     Popvila- 
tion  by  Minor  Civil  Divisions,   p.   2. 

Illinois  Tax  Commission,    Survey  of  Local  FinaJice  in  Illinois,    v.    II, 
Property  Taxation;      Assessed  Valuations,    Tajc  Rates,    and  Extensions, 
1927-1936.   p.   141. 
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Decatur  and  Bloomingtor.,  the  county  seats  respoctivoly  of  JIacon  and 
McLean,  The  movement  vreis,  however,  organized  and  guided  by  men  finan- 
cially interested  in  the  development  of  the  Clinton  townsitc.  This 
village  had  boon  laid  out  in  1836  bjf  James  Allen  and  Jesse  W.  Fell, 
who  named  it  after  Do  Witt  Clinton,  a  former  governor  of  llcw  York, 
nationally  knovm  because  of  his  promotion  of  the  Eric  Canal,  and  also 
a  candidate  for  president  against  James  Kadison  in  1812,  Allen  and  Foil 
entered  much  of  the  land  about  the  Clinton  townsite  and  they  made  a 
handsome  profit  from  the  sale  of  lots.^  In  1839,  Allen,  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly,  was  able  to  guide  tho  act  of  establishment  through  the 
legislature.  The  act  creating  Do  V/itt  County  was  approved  by  Governor 
Thomas  Carlin  on  March  1,  1839,2  jj^g  j^q^.^  county  was  created  out  of  the 
two  northern  tiers  of  townships  in  llacon  County  and  a  tier  of  frac- 
tional townships  from  McLean,^ 

The  county  as  created  in  1839  was  s  rectangle  in  shape,  36  miles 
by  16  -  with  a  tiny  panhandle  oii  tho  northwest  6  miles  by  4  -  a  total 
area  of  600  square  miles.  It  is  said  that  the  new  county  m.ight  have 
had  another  tier  of  townships  from  JIacon  but  this  section  was  then  un- 
attractive, although  today  it  is  one  of  the  most  productive  regions  of 
the  state.*  De  Witt  County,  hovrever,  did  not  continue  very  long  with 


1.  Frances  Milton  I.  Morehouse,  "The  Life  of  Jesse  W.  Fell,"  University 
of  Illinois  Studios  in  the  Social  Studies,  v,  V  (June  1916),  No.  2, 
p,  24.  Fell,  however,  was  much  more  than  a  land  speculator.  In  the 
development  of  central  Illinois  he  showed  many  qualities  of  real 
statesmanship.  Ho  deserves  most  of  the  credit  for  the  early  planting 
of  trees  in  Clinton.  His  home  was  in  Bloonington. 

2.  L,  1839,  p.  199-201.   The  county  was  named  for  De  Witt  Clinton. 

3.  The  boundaries  were  fixed  as  follov/s:   "Beginning  at  the  northv.'ost 
corner  of  section  numbered  eighteen  in  township  numbered  tvronty-onc 
north,  in  range  numbered  one,  vrcst  of  the  third  principal  meridian, 
and  running  thence,  cast  on  the  section  lines  to  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  section  thirteen,  in  tovmship  numbered  twenty-one  north,  in 
range  numbered  six  castj  thence,  south,  on  the  range  line  betrrccn 
ranges  six  end  seven,  to  the  tovmship  line  between  tovmships  num- 
bered eighteen  cjid  nineteen  north;  thence,  west,  on  the  last  men- 
tioned tovmship  line,  to  the  third  principal  mcridicji;  thence,  north, 
on  said  meridian  lino,  to  the  tovmship  line  between  townships  num- 
bered twenty  and  tvranty-onc  north;  thence,  west,  on  said  last  men- 
tioned township  line,  to  the  range  line  between  ranges  numbered  one 
and  two  west;  and  thence,  north,  on  said  last  mentioned  range  line, 
to  the  place  of  beginning  ..."  (L.  1839,  p,  199), 

4.  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),  p,  45, 
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the  original  boundaries.  In  1840,  E«  W,  Wright  presented  a  petition 
signed  by  476  persons  asking  for  a  division  of  the  county,  B,  R, 
Warfield  remonstrated  against  this  proposal  in  a  petition  signed  by  441 
voters,-^  The  majority  of  the  people  thus  apparently  favored  the  division 
of  the  county,  Aa  a  result  of  these  petitions  and  similar  ones  presented 
in  Macon  County,  a  new  county  was  created  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
named  Piatt, ^  This  division  took  away  from  De  V/itt  approximately  160 
square  miles  on  the  east  and  gave  the  county  the  irregular  eastern  bound- 
ary which  it  has  today, ^  There  was  evidently  some  dispute  as  to  the 
exact  course  of  this  boundary  because  on  February  18,  1870,  the  De  Witt 
board  of  supervisors  appointed  William  McCord  and  James  Kelley  as  a  com- 
mittee to  establish  the  line  between  Piatt  and  De  Witt, 4 

In  1845  De  Witt  lost  still  more  territory  when  the  General  Assembly 
amputated  the  tiny  panhandle  on  the  northwest  and  attached  it  to  Logan, 5 
Tho  loss  of  this  small  territory  made  the  western  boundary  a  straight 
line  from  north  to  south,  as  it  is  today. 

Organization  of  tho  County  Administrati on 

The  legal  existence  of  De  Witt  County  dates  from  llarch  1,  1839, 
The  actual  organization  of  the  county  administration,  however,  was  a 
rather  lengthy  process,  extending  over  several  years.  The  legislative 
act  of  creation  provided  that  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  1839,  the  voters 
of  the  nev/  county  should  select  the  seat  of  justice  by  choosing  between 
Clinton  and  Marion,  This  provision  led  to  a  v/arm  contest  for  the  county 
seat.  The  people  of  Marion  used  every  moans  possible  to  advertise  the 
advantages  of  their  town.  Yet  when  the  election  v/as  held  on  May  6,  1839, 
Clinton  won  by  a  substantial  majority,  313  to  180, ^ 


1,  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),  p,  68, 

2,  L.  1841,  p.  7l'I747 

3,  Tho  boundary  between  De  V/itt  and  Piatt  v/as  fixed  as  follows:   "Begin- 
ning vrticre  the  north  line  of  town  fifteen  north  intersects  the  middle 
of  range  four  cast,  and  running  thence  north  through  tho  middle  of 
range  four  to  the  middle  of  town  nineteen  [the  De  Witt-Piatt  boundary 
begins  on  this  line  at  the  beginning  of  town  nineteen];  thence  east 
to  the  wGst  line  of  range  five;  thence  north  to  the  northwest  corner 
of  town  nineteen  north,  range  five  east;  thence  by  a  direct  lino  to 
tho  southwest  comer  of  section  seven,  town  twenty-one  north,  range 
six  ,  ,  ."   (L.  1641,  p,  71), 

4,  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  C,  p,  442,  see  entry  2, 

5,  L,  1845,  p.  189, 

6,  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  9,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  sco 
entry  2,  The  village  of  Marion  was  never  able  to  challenge  Clinton's 
position  again.   Its  name  was  later  changed  to  Do  Witt, 
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Two  times  since  1839  Clinton  has  had  to  defend  its  position  as  the 
county  seat.  After  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  a 
new  rival  appeared.  The  town  of  Y/apella,  looking  forv/ard  to  a  pros- 
perous future  with  its  railroad  shops,  made  a  determined  bid  for  the 
county  soat  in  1857,  but  failed. ^  Not  discouraged  by  this  set  back,  it 
tried  again  in  1879  without  success.  Shortly  after  this  second  failure 
the  railroad  shops  wero  moved  to  Clinton. 

The  act  for  the  formation  of  the  county  provided  also  that  the 
voters  should,  at  the  first  election,  choose  a  sheriff,  a  coroner,  a 
recorder,  a  county  surveyor,  a  probate  justice,  a  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  and  three  county  commissioners,  all  of  whom  wore 
to  hold  their  offices  until  the  next  general  election.  The  first 
mooting  of  the  Dc  V.'itt  county  commissioners'  court  v^as  held  on  Hay  14, 
1839,  vn.th  John  Ilaxwcll  and  James  Vandevcnter  present  as  the  first 
commissioners.  John  J.  McGraw,  the  newly  oloctcd  clerk  of  the  court, 
took  his  oath  of  office  and  gave  bond.   On  the  next  day  John  Hughes  „ 
appeared  and  took  his  oath  of  office  as  the  third  county  commissioner. 
The  three  commissioners  then  proceeded  to  draw  for  terms.  Maxwell 
drav:ing  the  one-year  term,  Vandevcnter  tvro  years,  and  Ilughcs  throe 
years. ^  Maxwell  served  only  until  the  following  August,  at  which  time 
Russell  Post  v;as  elected  to  succeed  him. 

On  May  16,  1839,  William  Lov^ery  appeared  and  took  his  oath  as  the 
first  county  recorder.^  At  the  same  time  Fleming  G.  Paine  was  sworn  in 
as  probate  justice."^  Other  elected  officials  were:  E.  Vf.  Fears,  sher- 
iff, Alexander  Barnett,  county  surveyer,  and  Isaac  McCuddy,  coroner." 
Several  county  officers  were  appointed  by  the  commissioners'  court.  On 
May  17,  1839,  John  J.  McGraw,  the  elected  clerk  of  the  court,  was  select- 
ed school  commissioner  and  Jesse  C.  McPherson  was  appointed  county 
treasurer.  The  two  promptly  accepted  and  gave  bonds.   William  H. 


1.  History  of  De  \Vitt  (Pioneer),  p.  393. 

S»  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  2,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  4. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  9. 

5.  I'axvrell  did  serve  a  later  term  as  county  commissioner    (1845-1849), 
also  a  term  as  associate  county  justice    (1849-1853). 

6.  Conmissioners'   Record,   v.   A,    p.   10. 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  TBTd. ,  p.  2.  The  name  of  the  coroner  was  obtained  from  Secretary 
of  State's  records. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  12. 
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Lafferty  was  named  tax  collector,  and  in  addition  he  was  selected  as 
one  of  the  three  tax  assessors,  the  other  t'.?o  being  John  Swearingen 
and  Daniel  Dragstrera.^ 

Another  task  of  the  commissioners  during  their  early  meetings  was 
the  division  of  the  county  into  election  precincts  and  road  districts 
and  the  appointment  of  the  necessary  officials*  The  following  judges  of 
election  were  selected:  Richard  V/ebb,  John  Donner,  and  Dennis  Hurley 
for  Mt,  Pleasant  procinct;  James  McCord,  Gabriel  Watt,  and  Hirani  Chapman 
for  llarion;  Honry  Brown,  Andrew  W,  Vifallacc,  and  Thomas  Fruit  for  Clinton; 
Samuel  P,  Glenn,  Williams  Hougham,  and  Samuel  Spencer  for  Long  Point; 
Andrew  Brock,  John  Blcttsen,  and  John  Barr  for  Now  Castle;  John  Madden, 
Ezra  Marcus,  and  George  V/aller  for  Sangamon;  Jeblum  Cantrall,  Thomas 
Cuppy,  and  David  Montgomery  for  VmjTLesville,2  At  the  same  meeting  the 
county  was  laid  off  into  nineteen  road  districts  and  a  supervisor  was 
appointed  for  each,^ 

De  Witt  County  began  its  political  existence  under  financial  handi- 
caps. The  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  subject  to  taxation  v;as 
$114,786,75;'!  with  a  tax  rate  of  thirty  cents  on  one  liundred  dollars  of 
property  the  prospective  revenue  was  only  ^344, 36,  Yet  the  first  finan- 
cial statement,  made  in  December  1839,  reported  a  balance  of  v479,58  in 
favor  of  the  county, 5  This  amount,  however,  was  a  paper  balance  which 
concealed  the  real  poverty  of  the  county  treasury.  Actually,  only 
^34  in  cash  had  been  paid  to  the  treasurer  -  $24  in  fines  and  ^10  for 
licenses  -  and  of  this  amount,  $21  had  been  paid  out,  which  left  a  cash 
balance  of  il3.  Besides  this  cash,  the  county's  resources  consisted  of 
a  promissory  note  of  024  (never  paid)  and  town  lots  donated  by  the 
proprietors  of  Clinton,  which  lots  were  appraised  at  $1,369  (but  sold 
years  later  for  less  than  half  of  this  amount),  a  total  of  Cl«406, 
Against  these  paper  resources  were  set  concrete  obligations  amounting 
to  $.926,42,  of  which  C604  consisted  of  interest -bearing  bonds  made  out 
to  Henry  Dishon  for  the  construction  of  a  temporary  courthouse,  while 
the  remaining  i322,40  v/as  in  county  orders  issued  and  unredeemed.  The 
total  of  ordinary  expenditures  from  May  to  December  1839,  was  s^i562,96, 
divided  as  follows:   compensation  to  county  officers,  v221;  furniture 
for  the  courthouse  and  office  rent,  vl81,74;  roads,  vl04,G2;  election 
expenses,  5f54,35;  and  paupers,  $1,25,6 


1,  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  13,14,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 

2,  Ibid,,  p.  2-4,15, 

3,  IH^,,  p,  5-8, 

4,  Ibid,,  p,  14, 

5,  Ibid,,  p.  31, 

6,  History  ^^  Witt  (Brink),  p,  50, 
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Public  Buildings 

Temporary  Courthouse,  1839-1849 

Section  7  of  the  act  creating  De  IVitt  County  provided  that  the 
proprietors  of  the  tovm  which  obtained  the  seat  of  justice  should 
donate  to  the  county  the  sum  of  $2,000  or  lots  and  lands  equal  to  this 
amount.  This  fund  vms  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a  courthouse 
or  other  necessary  public  buildings.  Section  13  provided  that  before 
the  construction  of  the  courthouse  the  commissioners  should  provide 
some  suitable  room  or  building  in  which  to  hold  the  meetings  of  the 
circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts. 

On  June  1,  1839  the  county  commissioners  took  steps  to  provide 
for  a  temporary  courthouse.  They  authorized  the  construction  of  a 
building  one  story  in  height,  20  x  36  feet,  "furnished  in  ordinary 
manner,"  the  contract  to  be  lot  to  tho  lowest  bidder «•'•  Two  days  later 
the  sheriff  was  ordered  to  let  the  contract  to  Henry  Dishon,  who  had 
entered  a  bid  of  |604.2  The  building  was  to  be  constructed  on  the 
public  square  in  Clinton,  as  provided  by  section  7  of  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  county.  The  commissioners  accepted  the  building  at  their 
first  meeting  in  esirly  September  1839.  Dishon  was  paid  in  tivo  bonds 
of  $302  each,  v/hich  were  to  bear  interest  at  twelve  percent  and  the 
first  was  to  be  paid  in  eighteen  month,  the  second  in  thirty.^ 

Second  Courthouse,  1849-1893 

The  makeshift  structure  built  in  1839  served  as  the  De  V/itt 
County  courthouse  for  a  decade.  This  delay  in  the  construction  of  a 
permanent  building  was  caused  by  the  financial  straits  of  the  county. 
The  $2,000  contribution  imposed  on  the  proprietors  of  Clinton  by  the 
legislative  act  creating  tho  county  vras  liquidated  in  part  only  after 
some  years.  In  September  1839,  thirty-one  lots  were  tendered  to  the 
county  as  a  payment  on  this  obligation;  fourteen  of  these  vfore  donated 
by  Jesse  Fell,  fifteen  by  James  Allen,  and  tvvo  by  Peter  Y'fithcrs.  The 


1*  Commissioners*  Record,  v.  A,  p.  14,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  sec 
ontry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

3.  Hbld.,  p.  18. 

4.  For  example,  in  1849,  after  the  completion  of  the  pormoncnt  court- 
house, the  county  still  ovred  $1,133.48  to  Dishon  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  temporary  structure,  ^604  in  principal  (the  original 
amount)  and  $529.48  in  accumulated  interest  (Commissioners'  Record, 
V.  A,  p.  331,352).  For  an  extended  treatment  of  the  county  finan- 
ces during  this  period,  see  p.  31,32. 


~  20  - 

Historical  Sketch 


value  of  the  lots  was  estimated  at  $1,369  by  throo  Impartial  appraisers.^ 
In  addition,  a  promissory  noto  for  $24  was  given  to  the  county  "by  William 
Anderson. 2  The  $607  still  due  from  the  proprietors  remained  unpaid}  it 
was  listed  sunong  county  assets  for  years  "but  was  finally  dropped  without 
settlement.  The  $24  noto  was  never  paid.*^  As  to  the  lots  donated  to  the 
county,  twonty-flvo  of  thorn  were  finally  sold  at  auction  in  April  1851, 
for  $566.25.^  This  amount  was  all  the  county  ever  realized  from  the 
$2,000  donation  which  the  state  legislature  had  designated  as  a  building 
fund. 

In  the  meantime  the  expz»jidlng  needs  of  the  county  had  forced  the 
construction  of  a  pormanont  courthouse.  In  March  1847,  the  court  deter- 
mined to  initiate  the  building  project,  although  coranissioner  John 
Maxwell  entered  a  protest  because  of  the  financial  condition  of  tho  coun- 
ty.^ Later,  after  the  citizens  of  the  county  had  subscribed  $1,000  to 
help  with  the  construction,  tho  commissioners  decided  to  proceed  with- 
out further  delay.  The  building  was  to  bo  two  stories  in  height.  32  x 
44  foot,  of  brick,  and  "furnished  In  a  good  workmanlike  manner."' 
On  January  3,  1849,  the  court  met  In  special  sesBlon  to  consider  tho 
blda;  It  av/ardod  the  contract  but  failed  to  record  the  details. ^  Else- 
where it  is  disclosed  that  the  contract  was  made  with  Smith  &  Dellahunt 
for  a  consideration  of  $3,300. 

Tho  new  courthouse  was  received  by  the  commissioners  on  June  6, 
1849.  In  payment  for  It  they  issued  eleven  county  bonds  totaling 
$3,674.53,  with  Interest  at  six  percent,  payable  at  various  periods  up 
to  five  years. •'■^  This  amount,  however,  was  not  the  total  cost  of  tho 


1.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  23,25,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  25. 

3.  Hint cry  of  Dc  5itt  (Brink),  p.  67, 

4.  Six  of  the  Ints  were  disposed  of  during  1840.  Apparently  they  were 
transferred  to  county  creditors  in  lieu  of  money  payments  (Commis- 
sioners' Record,  v.  A,  p.  42,43,58,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2) . 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  392. 
5.  Ibid.,  p.  262. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  281. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  203,284;  the  size  on  which  bids  were  received  was  34  by 
48  feet.  The  entry  in  the  records  is  as  follows;  "Court  made 

out  contract  as  to  tho  building  of  Now  Court  House  and  then  the  court 
adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  o'clock." 

9.  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),  p.  69. 

10.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  332,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 
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building  since  many  previous  small  payments  had  been  made  to  Smith  & 
Dellahunt.   One  county  historian  fixed  the  total  cost  at  C^3'565>  of  which 
vBSO.Uy  had  probably  been  paid  out  of  the  f\ind  privately  subscribed. 

Third  Courthouse.  I89U  to  Present 

Tlie  second  courthouse  served  De  Witt  County  for  over  forty  years. 
In  September  1827.  however,  the  grand  jury  reported  that  the  building  ",'as 
inadequate  for  the  county's  needs  and  was  also  unsafe.   After  disc^ission 
of  the  issue  for  several  years,  the  county  voters  at  the  various  township 
elections  in  April  1893.  instructed  their  supervisors  to  issue  bonds  for 
a  ne\7  building. 3  The  board  then  invited  competitive  bidding,  and  shortly 
afterwards  it  awarded  the  construction  contract  to  C.  F.  Schultz  of 
Dpnville,  Illinois,  on  his  low  bid  of  '3])h,GS0. 

The  dedication  services  for  the  new  building  were  held  on  July  k, 
189^.-^  A  report  of  the  finance  committee  stated  the,t  the  total  cost  of 
the  construction  and  the  new  courthouse  equipment  was  $U5.^^.17« 

This  courthouse  has  continued  as  the  center  of  the  Dg  Witt  County 
activities  to  the  present  day.'   Extensive  repairs  have  been  made  from 
tine  to  time.   In  June  1937»  the  public  building  committee  stated  that 
two  comt)etont  architects  had  reported  the  courthouse  to  be  \ansafe  and  in- 
adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  county.   A  year  later  a  special  committee 
was  appointed  to  a.pply  for  a  grant  of  funds,  not  to  exceed  Sl65,000. 
from  the  Federal  Public  Works  A.dministration  for  a  new  building.-'  Noth- 
ing came  of  this  effort.   Improvements  were  ma.de  in  September  IS^^O,  when 
a  new  heating  plant  was  installed  at  a  cost  of  $1,909.-^'-* 


1.  History  of_  De  ^Titt  (Brink),  p.  69. 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  S.  p.  139.  see  entry  2. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  Ulg. 
k.      Ibid.,  p.  Ui-K). 

5.  Ibid.  ,  p.  US2.   The  board  appropriated  .f500  to  paj'  the  expenses  of 
the  dedication. 

6.  Ibid. .  p.  533.   The  courthouse  certificates,  amounting  to  $^5,^39. 53, 
were  entirely  liquidated  by  I903  (ibid.,  v.  F,  p.  '-'38). 

7.  The  building  has  also  been  used  for  private  functions.   Soon  after 
its  completion  the  board  voted  that  it  might  be  used  for  political, 
church,  farm,  end   school  meetings,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
parties  should  be  held  responsible  for  light  and  heat  (Supervisors' 
Record,  v.  E,  p.  5^rS,  see  entry  2).   Later  the  rule  was  made  that  tiie 
buildin^-  might  not  bo  used  for  ice  cream  socials,  or  any  other  gather- 
ings for  which  "eatables"  wore  to  be  sold  (ibid. ,  p.  609). 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  261,282. 

9.  Ibid. ,  V.  I,  p.  326.  see  entry  2. 
10.   Ibid. ,  p.  U27. 
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First  Jail.    1841-1855 

During  the  first  two  yesjs  of  the  co\inty's  existence  there  was  ap- 
parently little  need  for  jail  facilities.  In  a  few  instances,  however, 
De  Witt  prisoners  were  kept  in  the  McLean  countj'  jail  at  Bloonington.-'- 

On  December  25,    1840,    the  court  let   the  contract  for  the  jail  to 
William  Dishon,     The   specifications  were  as  follows:      "14  ft.    square  in 
the  cleaJT  two   stories  high  the  lower   story   8  ft.  hi^i  the  upper  story 
7  ft.  high  to  he  built  of  Tinber  12  inches   square,    two  walls  with  4 
inches  between  walls,   Floor  to  be  laid  of  Timber  12  inches   square. "2 
By  the  follovdng  March  the  jail  was  completed.     Dishon  was  paid  $800  in 
county  bonds  with  interest  at   six  percent,    payable  in  two  and  three 
years,   plus  $25  paid  at  the  time  for  extra  work  duly  contracted  for.^ 

During  the   short  tine  this  jail  was  in  use  it  had  only  a  fev/  inmates. 
Occasionally  small  payments  were  allowed  for  the  care  of  prisoners.     For 
example,    the  following  entry  was  made  in  October  1848:      "Ordered  that 
Samuel  McElhiney  Jailor  be  allowed  $28.00  for  attending  the  dietting  pris- 
oner,  also  for  furnishing  candles  and  gxiarding  jail."^ 

In  June  1855,    the  county  court  condemned  the  jail,   partly  because 
its  general  condition  was  unseinitary,   but  chiefly  because  two  kegs  of 
gunpowder  heid  been  scattered  over  the  cells,    filling  the  cracks  in  the 
floor. 5     Proposals  were   soon  made  for  the  construction  of  a  new  jail, 
but  action  was  delayed  for  more  than  two  years  because  of  the  financial 
straits  of  the  covinty.      In  the  meantime,  prisoners  were  kept  in  the 
Tazewell  county  jail  at  Pekin.^ 

Second  Jail,    1859-1903 

In  September  1856,  the  coxinty  court  adopted  the  plans  of  the  T.-xze- 
well  county  jail,    then  considered  one  of   the  best  in  the   state,    and  it 


1.  For  exar-iple,    on  December  7,    1840,    the  commissioners'    court  ordered 
$18.25  paid   to  Martin  Scott  for  keeping  a  prisoner  one  month  and  one 
day  in  the  jail  at  Bloomington   (Coramisoioners'   Record,    v.  A,   p.   55, 
in  Supervisors'  Record,    see  entrj'  2). 

2.  Commissioners'  Record,   v.   A,   p.   53,58. 

3.  Ibid.,    p.    63,65,67. 

4.  Ibid.,   p.    308. 

5.  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  103.  One  county  historian  treats  this  matter  in  a 
jocular  vein,  calling  it  a  "gunpowder  plot"  (History  of  De  Witt 
[Brink],  p.  70). 

6.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  174, 
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ordered  that  the  building  should  be  completed  by  December  1,  1857.^  On 
January  26,  1857,  the  bid  v^as  duly  av;arded  to  l^oaglond  &  Rickctts  on 
their  low  bid.  The  details  of  the  contract  were  not  given. 2  Later  the 
court  rovx3alcd  that  the  accepted  bid  vas  for  $14,578.^  Elsewhere  it  is 
said  that  the  contractors  had  offered  to  build  the  jail  for  §12,000  in 
cash  or  $14,578  in  county  orders.   On  March  6,  1857,  hovrcver,  the  court 
ordered  that  Hoagland  and  Ricketts  should  be  paid  $17,223  in  county 
bonds. ^  Even  this  order  did  not  solve  the  financing  difficulty.  Fi- 
nally in  July  1858,  arrangements  vrcre  completed  v/hereby  A.  Gridley  and 
Company  of  New  York  Citj'-  took  §12,000  in  De  7\'itt  county  bonds  at  ten 
percent,  due  August  1,  1863,  with  interest  payable  semiannually.  This 
fund  was  placed  on  deposit  in  the  McLean  County  Bank  and  was  to  be  paid 
out  by  Robert  Levris,   who  was  appointed  special  fiscal  agent  for  the 
purpose.^ 

The  jail  was  completed  by  June  1859.  A  report  to  the  board  of 
supervisors,  just  then  replacing  the  county  court,'  fixed  the  total 
cost  of  the  building  at  §11,917.65,°  According  to  one  county  history, 
however,  the  total  cost  was  more  than  t\Tice  this  amount.  The  best 
estimate  which  can  be  made  from  the  evidence  in  the  records  and  from 
the  facts  given  by  this  history  is  $24,351.45.^ 


1.  Commissioners*  Record,  v.  3,  p.  165,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  181.  The  entry  concerning  the  matter  is  as  follows: 
^'Frederick  Hanger  bid  the  sum  of  $16,000  and  Hoagland  &  Ricketts 
bid  svun  of  being  the  lowest  bid." 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  182. 

4.  HisTory  of  De  Yfitt  (Brink),  p.  70. 

5.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  B,  p.  201.   This  order  indicates  that 
county  bonds  v.ere  currently  worth  about  seventy  cents  on  tho  dollar. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  310-14.  Robert  Lewis  was  at  this  time  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court. 

7.  The  financial  difficulties  of  the  county  court  were  responsible  in 
large  part  for  the  abolition  of  that  body  (History  of  De  Witt 
[Brink],  p.  71).   See  below,  p.  26. 

8.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  12. 

9.  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),  p.  71.   The  county  finances  were  in  a 
very  confused  condition.   There  are  no  records  for  coimty  court 
meetings  between  January  11  and  Juno  6,  1859,  when  tho  first 
board  of  supervisors  held  its  first  meeting.  Yet  apparently  the 
administrative  county  court  did  meet  during  this  period  to  trans- 
act important  business. 
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This  jail  continued  in   service  vintil  1904.     During  the  early  years 
it  apparently  was  not  crowded  with  involuntary  tena:its.      In  1861   the 
sheriff  v/as  instinicted  to  let,    rent  or  lease  jail   space   to   responsible 
persons.^     The  city  of  Clinton  was  authorized  to  use  the  jail  for  the 
confinement  of  prisoners,   on  condition  that  ej^ionses  and  possible 
danages  be  paid, 2     In  1869  the   supervisors  leased  to   the  City  of  Clinton 
a  part  of  the  jail  lot  for  the  construction  of  a  "callaboose."^     Ex- 
tensive repairs  on  the  jail   itself  were  authorized  froni  tine  to    time. 
Electric  lights  were  installed  in  1892.^     Jail  breaks  were  made  in 
1863,5  a^ain  in  1867, ^  and  no  doubt  at  other  tines.     Meanwhile  reports 
of   the  grand  jury,   relative   to   the  condition  of  the  jail,   were  re- 
ceived periodically,   beginning  in  1869;'^  the  action  taken  by  the  board 
on  these  different  occasions   suggest  that   the  condition  of  the  build- 
ing must  have  been  tm satisfactory'-.     A  grand  jury  report  of  1888  de- 
cloxed  the  building  very  unsanitary  because  of  poor  drainage. 8     Ten 
years  later  conditions  had  become   so  bad  that  the  grand  jury  recom- 
mended the  construction  of  a  new  jail,   or  the  confinement  of  the  pris- 
oners elsev/here.9     Similar  reports  were  made  during  the  next  few  years. 

The  Present  Jail 

The  natter  of  issuing  bonds  for  a  new  jail  was  placed  before  the 
voters  in  June  1903,    and  approved. 10     Contracts  were  let  as  follows: 
construction  to  Champaign  Iron  Works  for  $11,608;   plumbing,    steam 
heating,    and  glass  fitting  to  W,  E.   Brullion  for  $1,570.11     The  com- 
pleted jail  was  accepted  by   the  board  in  Maj'  1904.12 

At  the  time  of  its  completion,    this  building  was  said  to  be  one 
of  the  f inset  jails  in  the   state.     Adorned  by  a  wide  and  handsome  porch, 
v/ith  the  front   section  used  by  the   sheriff  pud  his  family,    the  build- 
in^  presents  the  appe?j:ance  of  a  residence  and  loses  the  repellent 
atmosphere  usually  associated  with  a  penal  institution. 
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Nevertheless  a  grand  jury  report  of  December  1912,    declared  that 
the   Jail  v/as  both  insecure  and  unsanitary.      The  building  coiranittee  of 
the  board  vras  ordered  to  obtain  locks   in  order  to  provide   security, 1 
Six  years  later  the  grand  jurj'  reported  again,    this  time   stating  that 
the   jail  v/bs   in  ver^'  bad  shape  and  v/as  not  fit  for  habitation.     Re- 
pairs costing  01,285  -were  then  nade»2     Checking  up  on  the   situation, 
the   grand  jury  of  1920  reported  the   jail   in  good  shape  and  the  pris- 
oners v/ell  treated. 3 


A  Centuiy  of  County  Administration 

Changes  in  County  GovemiMnt 

During  its  first  decade  of  existence,  De  "iTitt  county  affairs 
were  administered  by  a  board  of  tliree  elective  comnissionors,  offi- 
cially called  the  county  comnissioners'  court.  This  body  vrr^s  not  a 
true  court  since  its  functions  vrcre   chiefly  exocutive  and  adiuinistra- 
tivG  and  only  incidentally  judicial.  It  liad  jurisdiction  over  the 
county  revenue,  with  poT.-cr  to  impose  and  regulate  the  county  tax, 
also  to  grant  licenses  for  ferries  and  for  taverns,  and  all  other 
licenses  which  might  bring  in  county  rovcnucj  it  h::-d  control  over 
public  roads,  canals,  turnpike  roads,  and  bridges,  v/here  its  juris- 
diction was  nbt  prohibited;  and  it  had  powder  to  issue  all  kinds  of 
v.Tits,  v.'arrants,  processes,  and  proceedings,  in  order  to  execute  its 
authority»4  In  addition  to  the  three  county  commissioners,  the  fol- 
lowing officials  v.^re  elective:   the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court,  sheriff,  coroner,  recorder,  comrby  surveyor,  probate  justice, 
and  after  1841,  the  county  commissioner  of  schools. 

Under  the  Illinois  political  system  of  this  early  period,  local 
government  meant  county  goverrjnent.  Settled  at  first  largely  by 
people  from  the  South,  the  state  made  no  provision  in  the  Constitution 
of  1018  for  tov.-nship  organization.  But  as  the  source  of  the  imiiiigra- 
tion  shifted  to  the  other  side  of  the  IJason  and  Dixon  Line,  county 
subdivisions  began  to  appear  for  special  functions,  such  as  educa- 
tion and  care  of  the  poor. 5  The  trend  in  Illinois  was  clearly  in  the 
direction  of  tovmship  organization. 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  G,  p.  385,595,  see  entrj'  2, 

2,  Ibid.,  V,  i:,  p.  99,122, 

3,  TEiT.,  p,  166, 

4,  R.L.  1829,  p.  33. 

5,  L,  1825,  p.  121,122;  R.L.  1327,  p.  256;  L.  1839,  p.  138-40;  L.  1841, 
p.  273,274;  L,  1847,  p.  126. 
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The  Constitution  of  1848  recogaized  this  movement  by  requiring 
the  G-eneral  Assembly  to  provide  for  optional   township  organization, 1 
The  legislature  promptly  took  action  on  the  matter,   providing  by  law 
that  \xpon  the  petition  of  fifty  legal  voters  of  any  county,    the  question 
should  bo  sTibmitted  to   the  electorate, 2    JLnew  county  court  '.yith  admin- 
istrative membership  consisting  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of 
the  pesice  was  authorized  by  the  constitutions  to  replsice  the  county  con>- 
missioners'    court;    those  counties  not  wishing  this  form  of  county  admii>- 
istration  ni^t  adopt  township  organization.     Later,    legislation  was 
enacted  which  provided  that  the  members  of  this  county  court  should  be 
elected  in  November  1843,   for  four-year  terms, 4 

3ie  first  meeting  of  the  De  Witt  county  court  was  held  on  December 
3,   1849,     The  court  consisted  of  Daniel  Robbins,    county  judge,   John 
Maxwell  and  William  Banner,    associate  justices. 5     Of  these   three. 
Maxwell  was  the  only  one  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  siq>erseded  coun- 
ty commissioners'    coijrt.     This  change  in  the  system  of  government,   how- 
ever,   spparently  involved  no  real  break  in  the  continuity  of  county 
administration, 

De  Witt  county  affairs  were  administered  by  the  county  court  for 
nearly  ten  years.     In  June  1859   the  county  passed  into  a  third  stage 
of  government,    a  board  of  s'u^jervisors  replacing  the  county  court.     There 
had  been  much  dissatisfaction  with  the  former  govemment,^     In  Septem- 
ber 1858,    a  petition  signed  by  one  hundred  voters  was  presented,    asking  for 
an  election  on  the  matter  of  township  organization.     The  court  therevjjon 
ordered  the  election  to  be  held  in  IToverber  1858,'''     The  result  was  a  vote 
of  1,424  for  township  organization  and  308  against.^     A.   L,   Barnett,    Smith 
D,   Jones,    and  Daniel  Dragstrem  were  appointed  commissioners  to  divide  the 
county  into   townships,^  but  there  is  no  record  of  their  report. 

The  first  township  elections  in  De  Witt  County  were  held  on  the 
first  Tuesdaj'  in  April  1359,    in  accordance  with  the  gtate  law.^^     For 


1.  Art,   711,    sec.   5, 

2.  L.    1849,   p.   190,191;    L.    1851,   p.    35,35. 

3.  Const,    of  1848,    Art,   7,    sec.   15,19. 

4.  L.   1849,   p.    62. 

5.  Commissioners'    Record,    v.   A,   p.    349,    in  Si^jervisors'   Record,    see 
entry  2, 

5.  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),   p,    71. 

7.  Comniissioners'    Record,    v.   B,  p,    329, 

8.  Ibid.,   p.    334. 

9.  Ibid.,   p.   342. 
10.  LrT851,   p.    192. 
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some  unexplained  reason,  however,  the  county  court  continued  to  function 
until  early  June  1859.   The  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors 
was  held  on  June  6,  with  the  following  members  present:  Wilson  Allen, 
Texas  Township;  Benjamin  Lisenby,  Creek;  Hiram  Chandler,  Nixon;  William 
B.  Smith,  Clinton;  James  'Willmore,  Harp;  Edward  0.  Day,  Marion;  Thomas 
Robb,  Vfei/nesville  •.  George  A.  Hume,  Wapella;  Charles  S.  Cain,  Wilson; 
Robert  R,  lOiight,  Mt.  Pleasant;  and  Adison  A.  Eads,  Barnett.  ■'•  Later, 
Jonathan  Pearson  of  Douglas  Township  and  John  D.  Kutchin  of  Tunbridge 
appeared  and  took  office,  completing  the  board  of  thirteen  supervisors.'- 
At  the  first  meeting  the  board  organized  itself  for  business  by  electing 
Georre  Hume  chairman.'^  It  next  drew  up  twenty-one  rules  of  order  to 
;_,overn  board  procedure.^  Then  at  the  second  meetinj^  the  supervisors 
changed  the  names  of  four  toTrvnships :   Clinton  was  changed  to  Clintonia, 
Mt.  Pleasant  to  Santa  Anna,  Marion  to  De  V^'itt,  and  Douglas  to  Rutledge.*^ 

There  was  some  question  about  the  legality  of  the  acts  done  by  the 
late  county  court  in  the  period  from  April  to  June  1859.  Accordingly 
the  supervisors  elected  L.  ITeldon  as  their  attorney,  to  be  paid  $100 
quarterly,  and  instructed  him  to  investigate  the  matter.   Weldon  prompt- 
ly reported  that  the  county  court  had  ceased  to  exist  after  the  elec- 
tion of  the  township  supervisors  on  tho  first  Tuesday  in  April,  hence 
every  action  taken  by  it  after  this  dato  was  invalid;  he  recommended 
that  the  new  board  review  everything  done  and  adopt  those  items  which 
it  wished  to  approve.^  This  advice  was  followed  by  tlie  board. 

This  system  of  county  government,  based  upon  an  administrative 
board  made  up  of  separately  elected  township  supervisors,  has  continued 
in  De  vVitt  to  the  present  day.   Minor  changes  have  been  made  in  tovm- 
ship  boundaries.   In  September  1859,  the  boundary  between  Clintonia 
and  Yfepella  was  modified  bj'-  adding  sections  one  to  six,  township  twenty 
north,  ranj^e  two  east  of  tho  third  principal  meridian,  to  Wapella.  7 
This  action,  which  made  Clintonia  a  fractional  tovmship,  v;as  done  in 
order  to  place  the  recently  laid-out  village  of  Wapella  wholly  \vithin 
the  tovmship  of  the  same  name.   In  March  1860  a  slight  change  vras  made 
in  the  boundary  between  Santa  Anna  and  De  Witt,  Virheroby  Q  small  tract. 


1. 

Supervisors'   i\ccord. 

V. 

C,    p. 

1,    see   entry  2 

2. 

Ibid-,    p.    4,16. 

3. 

Ibid.,    p.    1. 

4. 

Ibid. ,    p.    1-3. 
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comprising  approximately  a  section  and  a  half,  roughly  triangular  in 
shape,  was  taken  from  the  former  and  added  to  the  latter.-^ 

Another  minor  change  was  the  increase  in  the  membership  of  the 
board  of  supervisors.   State  law  provided  that  any  township  having  eight 
hundred  or  more  legal  voters  should  be  entitled  to  elect  an  assistant 
supervisor.^  In  1895,  Clintonia  Township  was  able  to  secure  an  assistant 
supervisor.  H.  K.  Morris  was  elected  in  this  capacity.*^  Since  this  time, 
the  De  Witt  county  board  of  supervisors  has  consisted  of  fourteen  members, 
a  condition  vrhich,  with  party  lines  rigidly  and  closely  drawn,  has  often 
made  board  action  very  difficult. 

Prior  to  1890,  the  supervisors  served  one-year  terms.  In  a  reso- 
lution of  1881,  the  De  Witt  county  board  had  requested  the  state  legis- 
lature to  lengthen  the  term  to'  four  years,   and  eight  years  later  the 
legislature  acceded  in  part  when  it  provided  for  a  two-year  term. 5  In 
May  1890  the  Do  Witt  supervisors  drew  lots,  seven  drawing  one-year  terms 
and  six  drawing  two  years. ^  In  1929  the  term  was  further  lengthened  to 
four  years." 

Board  Organization  and  Procedure 

?/ith  a  membership  of  thirteen,  later  fourteen,  supervisors,  the 
board  became  in  largo  part  a  policy-forming  body,  delegating  much  of 
its  administrative  work  to  standing  committeos.  In  June  1860,  the 
following  nine  committees  wore  organized,  each  with  three  tpcmbers: 
finance,  to\7n  accounts,  equalization  of  taxes,  roads  and  bridges, 
paupors,  public  buildings,  judiciary-,  swajnp  lands,  and  miscellaneous.^ 
Lator  the  committees  on  town  accounts  and  swamp  lands  wore  dropped; 
the  judiciary  became  tho  clr.ims  committee,  while  committees  for  books 
and  stationery,  and  investigations  wore  added. ^  This  committee  organ- 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  49,  see  entry  2.  Before  this  change, 
Santa  Anna  had  been  a  perfect  triangle. 

2.  L.  1861,  p.  221,  This  provision  wr.s  amended  in  1874  by  a  law  per- 
mitting oach  to\7nship  of  4,000  or  more  to  have  one  or  more  assist- 
ant supervisors,  according  to  population  (R.S.  1874,  p.  1075). 

3.  Supoirvisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  530,  sco  entry  2. 

4.  Ibid.,  V.  D,  p.  397. 

5.  L.  1889,  p.  109. 

6.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  2,  p,  245. 

7.  L.  1929,  p.  774,775. 

8.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  67. 

9.  Ibid.,  V.  E,  p.  246,247;  v.  F,  p.  245. 
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ization  has  remained  essentially  the  same  to  the  present  day.   In  addi- 
tion, special  committees  have  been  organized  from  time  to  time. 

Much  of  the  board's  time  is  spent  in  hearing  the  reports  of  these 
various  comnittees.   The  power  actually  granted  to  committees  has  varied 
from  board  to  board  and  from  committee  to  comittee.  At  one  time,  a 
committee  might  be  Instructed  to  use  its  discretion  in  deciding  a  cer- 
tain matter,  at  another  time,  to  take  specified  action  only;  again,  ac- 
tion might  be  left  in  the  cominittee 's  hands  as  a  matter  of  course;  on 
still  another  occasion,  the  same  matter,  though  seemingly  trivial, 
might  be  brought  before  the  full  board  for  decision.   The  relationship 
betv^eon  board  and  committaos  has  been  in  part  a  matter  of  political 
expodioncy. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  of  supervisors  on  tlune  6,  1859, 
rules  of  order  were  adopted.   Those  rules  were  essentially  those  of 
ordinary  parliamentary  procedure.   Slight  changes  in  procedure  have 
been  made  by  later  boards. 

During  the  early  years  the  law  required  the  board  to  hold  regular 
meetings  in  September,^  Since  1S99,  tvro  regular  meetings,  in  June  and 
September,  have  been  held,^  The  law  permits  special  meetings  to  be 
called  v;hen  needed  on  the  request  of  one  third  of  the  members.   In  prac- 
tice, the  De  Witt  board  of  supervisors  has  hold  many  special  meetings 
distributed  throughout  the  year.   The  nvmibcr  of  actual  daily  sessions 
per  year  has  varied  greatly,  from  six  to  sixteen,  sometimes  more;  tho 
average  has  been  about  ton.  Meetings  have  usually  been  held  in  March, 
June,  September,  and  December,  with  two   or  more  daily  sessions  for 
each  meeting. 

Politics  in  County  Administrati on 

The  De  Witt  supervisors'  records  do  not  disclose  much  information 
regarding  the  political  forces  which  operate  within  the  board  and  about 
it.'^  Very  few  references  to  party  affiliations  are  found.   ITevertheless 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  1,3,  see  entry  2. 

2,  L,  1861,  p.  236.   This  law  provided  that  the  annual  meeting  should 
be  held  on  the  second  Monday  in  September, 

3,  L.  1899,  p,  363,   The  dates  fixed  are  the  second  Monday  in  June  and 
the  second  Tuesday  in  September. 

4,  It  is  interesting  to  note  the  practice  of  "political  treats"  which 
has  been  followed  for  raajiy  years.  According  to  custom  the  nevdy 
elected  chairman  of  the  board  invites  his  colleaj^ies  out  to  dinner. 
In  a  few  instances  the  superintendent  of  tho  poor  farm  has  treated 
the  suoervisors. 
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it  is  apparent  that  the  offices  and  jobs  \Tithln  the  control  of  the  board 
have  often  been  passed  out  as  political  spoils. •*■ 

About  1900,  however,  the  political  feeling  within  the  board  reached 
such  intensity  that  it  could  not  be  concealed  from  the  records.  The 
county  board,  with  fourteen  members  because  of  the  addition  of  an  assist- 
ant supervisor  from  Clintonia,  was  often  divided  evenly  between  the  two 
parties.  On  three  occasions,  after  imich  futile  balloting,  the  board  had 
to  resort  to  lot  for  the  selection  of  a  chairman.*' 

In  1896  the  Do  ^itt  board  of  supervisors  fought  out  minor,  local 
issues  alon^  party  lines,  oven  though  it  took  nil  autumn  and  winter, 
and  all  spring  as  well.  For  two  days  and  one  night,  during  the  heated 
McKinloy-Bryan  presidential  campaign,  the  supervisors  tried  to  elect  a 
janitor  for  the  courthouse,  but  gave  up  after  140  ballots.   All  com- 
promise proposals  were  rejected.  The  two  Democratic  members  of  the 
public  buildings  committee  then  met  without  their  Republican  colleague 
and  appointed  C.  W.  Mclvinnoy  for  the  next  year  at  $50  a  month. '^  The 
issue  was  reopened  and  fought  out  again  when  the  board  met  in  December, 
and  was  extended  to  include  the  election  of  an  overseer  of  the  poor 
farm.  The  seven  to  seven  deadlock  remained  unbroken,^  The  Republicans 
then  called  tv7o  special  sessions  but  had  to  adjourn  each  time  because 
of  "no  quorum",  since  the  Democrats  all  refused  to  attend.^  As  the 
next  stop  in  the  controversy  the  two  Democratic  members  of  the  poor 
farm  committee  reappointed  C.  C.  Parlier  as  overseer  of  the  poor  farm, 
disregarding  the  protests  of  their  Republican  chairman.'''  When  the 
board  met  in  March,  however,  the  seven  Republicans  voted  to  reject 
Parlier' s  bond.  Then  followed  more  futile  balloting.  Again  proposals 
to  decide  the  matter  by  lot  were  voted  down,"  The  board  ran  into  a 
third  deadlock  over  the  election  of  a  chr'.irmcji  when  it  inet  again  in 
June.  Fortunately  both  sides  were  soon  ready  to  compromise.  The 
Republicans  obtained  the  board  chairmanship,  while  the  committee  ap- 


1.  For  example,  in  1928  the  motion  was  made  that  the  election  of  the 
superintendent  and  the  matron  of  the  poor  fnrm  should  not  be  made 
a  political  issue.  It  is  significant  that  the  motion  did  not  car- 
ry (Supervisors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  477,  see  entry  2). 

2.  This  happened  in  1897,  in  1898,  and  ag-^in  in  1904  (Supervisors' 
Record,  v.  F,  p.  51,144,493).  In  1904,  forty-four  ballots  were 
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pointees  for  janitor  and  overseer  of  the  poor  farm  were  to  serve  out 
their  annual  terms,  after  which  the  two  positions  wers  to  be  decided  by 
lot. ^  In  this  manner  the  nine-month  controversy  was  finally  settled. 


County  Taxation  and  i''inanc9 

Four  Decades  of  Deficits  and  Debts 

For  many  years  the  De  'iVitt  oommissioners  tried  to  operate  county 
government  with  a  minimun  of  taxation.   During  this  period  the  oounty 
debt  rose  at  an  alarming  rate.   The  deficit  financing  during  1839,  the 
first  year  of  the  county's  existcnco,  however,  cannot  be  blamed  on  the 
county  board.   The  law  croating  De  V/itt  deprived  the  new  county  of  most 
of  its  taxing  jurisdiction  for  the  first  year. 2   In  the  rest  of  the 
county's  territory,  that  drawn  from  McLean  County,  the  commissioners 
had  to  accept  the  already  established  tax  rate,  vrt^ich  was  thirty  cents 
on  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valuation.   De  Witt  County  thus 
began  its  political  existence  burdened  by  debt. 

Unfortunately  the  county  commissioners  continued  the  practice  of 
meeting  their  obligations  in  promises  to  pay.   In  1840,  when  the  assessed 
valuation  of  property  was  $305,920,  the  county  tax  levy  was  fixed  at 
thirty  cents, "^  a  rate  which  theoretically  should  have  brought  in  $917.76. 
For  1841  the  rate  \7as  raised  to  forty  cents, ^  but  was  then  lowered  to 
twenty  and  held  there  for  several  years. ^  The  financial  reports  did  not 
justify  such  economy.   In  December  1841,  the  treasurer  reported  a  cash 
sum  of  s?3.31  in  the  treasury,  also  other  assets  (mostly  paper)  amounting 
to  $3,376.44,  as  against  county  debts  of  $2,134.69.^  The  balance  of 
$1,245.06  in  favor  of  the  county  was  purely  fictitious.   During  the 
year,  $979.84  had  been  issued  in  county  orders.'''  In  December  1842, 
there  was  not  a  dollar  in  the  treasury.  8  Yifith  a  tax  rate  of  twenty 
cents  on  $392,000,^  the  theoretical  tax  income  was  only  $784,  which  was 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  F,  p,  50,51,  see  entry  2, 

2.  L.  1839,  p.  201.  This  law  provided  that  the  region  taken  from  I/Iacon 
County,  which  constituted  most  of  the  territory,  should  remain  with- 
in the  taxing  jurisdiction  of  Llacon  until  January  1840. 

3.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  49,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2, 
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9.  This  was  the  assessed  valuation  for  1341;  the  valuation  for  1842  is 
not  given  in  the  records. 
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less  than  the  $901,60  issued  in  county  crders,  not  to  mention  the  bonded 
de"bt  and  the  interest  on  it.  In  1850,  after  slightly  noro  than  ten  years 
of  county  existence,  the  debt  was  $3,958.44,  which  included,  among  other 
obligations,  bonds  to  tho  amount  of  $604  (tho  original  principal)  for  the 
tenporary  courthouse  built  in  1839  and  already  replaced,  also  $798.28  in 
accurulatod  intercr.t  on  sane;  $2,0^5  in  bonds  for  the  nov7  courthouse  and 
$74  in  interest  on  sano.^ 

Yet  the  county  wis  at  this  tir.o  only  just  started  on  its  career  of 
debt.  The  next  threo  decades  far  exceeded  tho  record  of  the  firnt  ton 
years.  Daring  the  1850' s  tho  county  went  heavily  into  debt  for  its  Jail; 
during  the  1860's  it  pledged  the  public  credit  for  bounties  to  Civil  War 
soldiers,  while  tho  1870*3  brought  even  heavier  indcbtocijicss  for  tho 
purchase  of  railroad  stocks.  Unfortuncxtcly  for  tho  historian,  no  finan- 
cial reports  wore  entered  upon  the  records  during  this  period  of  spending. 
After  1850,  tho  county  board  waited  twenty-eight  yer'.rs  before  submitting 
another  report  of  county  finances. 

Tho  ootmty  financial  condition,  which  earlier  had  held  up  the  con- 
struction of  the  courthouse  for  nearly  ten  years, ^  became  very  embarras- 
sing during  the  building  of  the  second  jail  in  1858  and  1859.'^  Bids  for 
the  jail  indicate  tliat  county  bonds  wore  worth  eighty-two  cents  on  tho 
dollar,  but  a  little  later,  as  tho  financial  situation  became  worse,  they 
sank  to  seventy  cents.  The  county  was  finally  forced  to  go  into  tho  New 
York  money  market  and  borrow  $12,000  in  order  to  complete  tho  jail.  A 
more  complete  picture  of  the  financial  condition  caniiot  be  obtained  bo- 
cause  of  tho  absence  of  annual  reports,  Tho  records  do  reveal  that  the 
tax  rate  remained  arorind  forty  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed 
valuation.  Although  this  rate  was  quite  inadequate  and  tho  total  tax 
rate  for  county,  state,  and  school  purposes  did  not  exceed  one  dollar, 
there  was  still  cnich  grumbling  about  the  tux  burden."* 

In  1859,  when  the  Do  Witt  county  court  gave  way  to  tho  board  of 
supervisors,  one  of  tho  first  acts  of  the  board  r;as  to  reduce  tho  assess- 
nont  of  real  estate  'by  one  fifth,  tho  motion  being  carried  eight  to  four 
on  a  roll  call  vote.   This  action  \7r.s  followed  by  a  motion  to  fix  the 
tax  rate  at  thirty-throe  cents.   In  1861,  with  tho  tax  rate  raised  to 


1.  Commissi oners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  373,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 

2.  Seo  p.  19. 

3.  Seo  p.  23. 

4.  History  _of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p.  70. 

5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  21. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  26. 
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forty  cents,  county  receipts  from  taxes  were  $8,584.71,  while  expendi- 
tures v/ere  ;''.9, 158.01.  ■'■  During:  1861,.  funds  were  lacking  even  to  pay  the 
interest  on  the  Gridley  bonds,  hence  the  board  had  to  give  county  orders 
bearing  interest  at  eight  percent.^ 

Faced  on  one  side  by  voters  viho   insisted  that  taxes  be  kept  down, 
and  on  the  other  by  cold  financial  statistics,  the  supervisors  found 
themselves  in  a  difficult  position.   In  March  1860,  they  officially 
acknowledged  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  county  demanded  action. ^ 
The  only  action  they  could  think  of  was  the  issuing  of  more  county  bonds. 
This  proposal  was  accompanied  by  another  to  petition  the  state  legis- 
lature for  the  legalization  of  such  a  bond  issue.  Apparently  no  action 
was  taken  on  the  matter,  but  the  board  did  secure  some  badly  needed 
funds  by  ordering  the  sale  of  the  swamp  lands,*  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  county.^  Four  hundred  and  fifty-four  of  some  1,934  acres  were 
sold,  netting  $2,844.70.^ 

Later,  however,  the  very  taxpayers  who  had  objected  to  moderate  tax- 
es for  local  needs  were  willing  to  pay  and  pay  again  "when   their  patrio- 
tism ■ivas  involved.   On  liay  8,  1861,  the  board  met  in  special  session 
and  voted  v^S.OOO  to  furnish  uniforms  to  volunteers  enlisting  in  response 
to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln,  and  to  help  support  the  families  of 
soldiers. 7  A  special  tax  of  tvrelve  cents  vras  levied  to  raise  the 
funds. 3  This  was  only  the  beginning.   In  May  1862,  the  board  voted 
to  issue  §25,000  in  bonds,  with  interest  at  eight  (later  ten)  percent, 
payable  in  five  to  eight  years,  in  order  to  pay  $40  to  each  volunteer, 
and  to  give  support  to  the  families  of  soldiers. ^  A  special  tax  of 
fifty  cents  was  ordered.  The  bounty  offer  of  $40  v/as  soon  mthdrawn 
for  those  enlisting  after  October  4,  1852.^'^  After  the  end  of  the 
war,  however,  the  board  agreed  to  pay  !*?40  to  any  man  furnishing  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  State  Adjutant  General  that  he  vras  credited  to  De 
Witt  County  as  volunteer  and  ;^iving  affidavit  that  he  had  not  received 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  140,149,  see  entry  2, 

2.  Ibid. ,  p.  125,137.  The  bonds  were  issued  in  connection  with  the 
building  of  the  second  jail. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  60. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  118. 

5.  L.  1857,  p.  122. 

6.  History  of  De  Witt  (Brink),  p.  72;  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  122, 
see  entry  2.   The  records  do  not  disclose  the  details  of  the  sales. 
In  1864,  however,  the  records  reveal  that  1,200  acres  vrere  sold  for 
$6,000  (ibid.,  p.  241). 

7.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  100,101. 

8.  The  amount  of  taxes  actually  levied  at  this  rate,  however,  vras  only 
§2,722.45  (ibid.,  p.  141). 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  158. 
10.   Ibid.,  p.  172. 
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any  "bounty  payment,  "but  it  refused  to  nako  any  payments  to  those  who 
had  enlisted  in  the  107th  Regiment,  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantryt"*-  In 
February  1865,  on  the  last  call  for  troops,  a  special  bounty  of  $300 
WQs  offered  to  101  volunteers. ^  This  largo  bounty,  was  necessary  in 
order  to  avoid  the  imposition  of  the  draft.  Besides  those  bounties 
to  volunteers,  substantial  payments  nero  authorized  from  time  to 
tine  for  the  support  of  needy  fanilios  of  men  serving  In  the  army. 
According  to  the  estimate  of  a  county  historian,  the  \7ar  loans  amounted 
to  $72,000,  with  accumulated  interest  aggregating  about  $18,000  -  a 
total  war  expenditure  of  around  $90,000.  Tax  receipts  from  1861  to 
1866  for  war  purposes  totaled  $64, 431. 72. '^ 

During  this  period  the  board  adopted  a  "pay-as-you-go"  policy  not 
only  for  extraordinary  war  expenditures  but  also  for  general  county 
purposes.  In  1864  a  special  tax  rate  of  sixty  cents  on  one  hundred 
dollars  of  assessed  valuation  was  fixed  in  order  to  pay  off  the  jail 
bonds  held  by  A.  Gridley  &  Co.;  this  was  in  addition  to  the  normal 
county  tax  of  thirty  cents  and  the  special  war  tax  of  fifty.  During 
this  year,  $14,000  of  the  war  bonds  wore  retired.^  The  debt  liquida- 
tion was  continued  for  several  years;  in  December  1866,  the  county 
board  reported  the  cancellation  of  bonds  and  other  indebtedness  to 
the  amount  of  $16,221.18.^ 

Unfortunately,  this  fiscal  policy  was  continued  only  a  few  years. 
In  1870,  when  the  second  poor  farm  was  purchased,  the  clerk  was  in- 
structed to  issue  in  payment  Interest-bearing  (ten  percent)  county 
orders  to  the  am.ount  of  $5,000,  and  as  much  more  as  might  be  needed 
to  moot  the  probable  discount.'  During  the  early  1870' s,  the  records 
reveal  certain  questionable  items  relating  to  finance.  For  example, 
in  August  1872,  the  supervisors  voted  themselves  $2.50  a  day,  plus 
five  cents  mileage  each  way,^  despite  the  fact  that  state  law  al- 
lowed only  $2  a  daj''  "and  no  more."^  About  the  same  time,  the  super- 
visors voted  the  sum  of  $1,450  to  eight  townships  for  purposes  not 
stated;  only  Robert  Walker  opposed  the  motion. ^^  On  February  2,  1874, 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  285,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  250. 

3.  History  of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p.  75. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  233. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  235, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  327. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  473. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  533. 

9.  L.  1861,  p.  238. 

10.  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  C,  p.  498. 
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the  board  officially  noted  that  the  county  fianaces  were  in  a  "mixed" 
condition.! 

The  following  item  in  December  1870  indicates  that  the  board  was 
being  subjected  to  considerable  criticism  during  this  period:   "Resolved 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  editors  of  amy  paper  of  the  county  be 
permitted  to  examine  the  records  with  a  view  of  publishing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  board  and  also  the  delinquent  tax  list  free  of  charge. "2 

Meanwhile  the  board  was  acquiring  a  debt  load  which  far  exceeded 
the  indebtedness  of  the  previous  years.  Unfortunately,  the  records  do 
not  give  full  information  about  all  the  details.   In  1859,  at  a  time 
when  business  was  good  and  money  was  easy,  Ds  Witt  Co-onty  subscribed 
$164,000  to  the  Oilman,  Clinton,  and  Springfield  Railroad. 3  In  a 
short  time,  however,  the  board  instructed  the  chairman  not  to  sign  the 
covmty  bonds  intended  for  the  railroad.'^  This  began  a  court  contro- 
versy/' irhich  lasted  several  years  but  ended  in  the  defeat  of  the  county. 
On  December  29,  1875  a  committee  of  the  board  reported  a  compromise  on 
the  matter,  which  report  was  adopted.^  The  board  agreed  to  recognize 
the  validity  of  the  bonds  and  to  pay  in  five  annual  installments  the 
accumulated  interest,  reduced  by  the  compromise  from  $82,000  to 
$63,320.  Tlae  county  indebtedness  arising  out  of  the  railroad  sub- 
scription was  thereby  fixed  at  $226,320,  of  which  $164,000  was  the 
principal  and  was  in  bonds  drawing  ten  percent  interest.  Fortunatels', 
the  county  was  soon  able  to  refund  and  consolidate  its  bonded  debt. 
In  June  1880,  after  approval  by  the  voters,  the  debt  was  refunded  in 
175  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  drawing  six  percent  interest. 6 

The  railroad  controversy  was  a  hard  lesson  in  finance  but  it  was 
also  ail  effective  one.  The  county  board  began  to  pay  off  its  debts 
as  rapdily  as  possible.   In  a  financial  report  of  December  1378  - 
incidentally,  the  first  one  entered  in  the  record  since  1850  -  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  finances  was  revealed.  Although  county  ex- 
penditures were  $35,801.53,  including  $17,808  for  overdue  interest 
coupons,  the  treasury  closed  the  year  with  a  balance  of  $11,411.65.' 

During  the  next  two  decrjdes,  county  bonds  were  retired  at  a  rapid 
rate  until  the  debt  was  brought  down  to  a  modest  level. 9  For  this 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  577,  see  entrj'-  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  474. 

3.  For  a  discussion  of  this  railroad  bond  controversy,  see  p.  54,55. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  459, 

5.  Ibid.,  V.  D,  p.  158. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  559,367,374,385. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  259. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  532,  v.  E,  pr  6,42,515,584. 
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reason,    the  county  was  able  to  build  a  new  courthouse  in  1894  and  a 
new  jail  ten  years  later.      Iho  courthouse  debt  was  promptly  liquidated. 
In  1900  the  voters  approved  a  levy  of  twenty-five  cents  to  pay  off 
bonds  to   the  amount  of  $33,000,^     Tho  records  indicate  that  this  in- 
debtedness was  cleared  vap  by  1903.2 

County  Finances  during  the  Great  Depression 

The  depression  of  the  1930' s  brought  about  a  new  crisis  in  county 
finances.      This  condition  was  hastened  and  accentuated  by  the  collapse 
of  farm  prices  even  before  1929.      The  agricultural  depression  was  a 
serious  matter  for  a  county  like  De  Witt,   where  in  1927,   lands  made 
up  58,8  percent  of  the  total  assessed  valuation, *5     In  1931,    the  aver- 
age  tax  load  in  De  Vitt  County  was  $3,44  for  one  hundred  dollars  of 
assessed  valuation,    which  rate  included  state,    cconty,    township,   muni- 
cipality,   and  school  levies*    in  1912,    the  rate  had  been  $2,98,   while 
in  1922,    it  had  been  $4,27,*     It  is  not  then  surprising  that  tax  d&- 
linqucncies  were  very  high  during  the  depression  years.     Although 
statistics  on  delinquency  are  unavailable  for  Do  Witt,    the  percentage 
for  Illinois  in  193^-33  was  37,    vhich  was  the  third  hi^est  among  all 
the  states. 5 

In  1925  and  1925,    the  levy  for  general  county  purposes  was  fixed 
at  $75,000;    in  1927,    it  was  raised  to  $81,180;    then  increased  to 
$89,680  in  1928  but  accompanied  by  a  fixed  rate  of  twenty-five  cents, 6 
a  rate  which  actually  could  not  yield  over  $63,395.      The  levy  was 
raised  to   $104,680  in  1929,    then  as  the  depression  began,    it  was  re- 
duced,  first  to  $96,780,   next  to  $83,680  in  1931, ?     These  levies, 
however,   were  for  general  county  purposes  and  did  not  cover  special 
expenditures.     Besides  the  levy  for  general  county  functions,    there 
were  levies  for  roads,    for  mothers'  pensions,   for  the  blind,    and  other 
purposes. 


1,  Supervisors'    Record,   v.  J,  p.    270,285,    see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid.,   p,    438. 

3,  Illinois  Tax  Commission,   Sixteenth  Annual  Report   (Assessment  year, 
1934),   p,    296. 

4,  U.    S.   Bureau  of  the  Census,   Financial  Statistics  of  State  and  Local 
Governments;     1931,    Illinois,  p,   70.     Hereinafter  referred  to  as 
Financial   Statistics  of   State  and  Local  Governments. 

5,  U.    S.   Bureau  of  the  Census,    Current  Tax  Delinquency  (Levies  of  1932- 
33),  Part  I,   p.   6. 

6,  In  1927,   a  state  law  had  fixed  a  twenty-five  cent  rate  limit  on 
county  taxes  for  general  purposes  (L.   1927,  p,   384), 

7,  Supervisors'    Record,    v,   H,   p.    393,419,454,478,505,533,572,    see 
entry  2, 


-  37  - 
Historical  Sketch 


In  1931  the  totiil  governmentcil  expenditures  by  the  county  amounted 
to  $171,000,  distributed  cis  follows:   $41,000  for  generr.l  government, 
$5,000  for  protection  to  person  and  property,  $30,000  for  health  and 
sanitation,  $40,000  for  highways,  $?28,000  for  miscellaneous  purposes, 
§2,000  for  interest  on  the  county  debt,  and  $25,000  for  outlays. ^  The 
total  revenue  receipts  during  this  year  were  $171,000,  derived  from  the 
follo^7ing  sources;  $110,000  from  the  general  propcrt;.'-  tax;  i?;25,000  from 
liccnsos  and  permits;  §2,000  from  fine*,  forfeits,  and  escheats;  ;J3,000 
from  subventions  and  grants;  and  C?31,000  from  the  earnings  of  general 
departments. 2  The  debt  of  the  county  at  this  time  was  vj85,00O.^ 

During  1930  and  1931,  the  board  engaged  in  many  discussions  on 
the  county's  financial  condition.  In  June  1930,  the  supervisors  adopt- 
ed a  resolution  (not  given  in  the  records)  requesting  the  state  legis- 
lature to  take  action  for  the  financial  relief  of  counties.^  In 
December  1931,  a  representative  of  the  De  'Yitt  County  Baiikers* 
Federation  addressed  the  board  on  the  necessity/-  of  tax  reduction,  re- 
minding his  listeners  that  he  had  the  support  of  all  the  banks. ^ 
This  was  followed  by  a  resolution  presented  by  the  Do  Witt  County 
Tax  Payers'  Association."  The  board  immediately  ordered  a  reduction 
of  twenty  percent  in  the  salaries  of  the  deputies  in  all  county  of- 
fices, but  did  not  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  principal  officers.'   In- 
cidentally, the  supervisors  had  previously  voted  to  reduce  their  own 
per  diem  allowance  from  $5  to  !;?4  but  later  ^rescinded  this  action. 
Drastic  reductions  were  ordered  for  1P32,  The  tax  levy  was  cut  down 
to  $65,480,  not,  hovrevcr,  because  of  a  lov;cring  of  the  tax  rate  but 
rather  through  a  reduction  in  the  assessed  valuation  from  $21,769,000 
to  §17, 961, 000.1*^  In  March  1933  a  report  presented  by  the  county 
auditor  showed  an  improvement  in  the  county  funds  of  $15,000  over  the 


1. 

Financial  Statistics  of  State  and  Local  Governments,  p.  33. 

2. 

Ibid.,  p.  10. 

3. 

Ibid.,  p.  54. 

4. 

Suporv?.sors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  530,  see  entry  2. 

5. 

Ibid.,  v,    I,  p.  7, 

6. 

Ibid.,  p.  14. 

7. 

Itid.,  p.  9,22. 

8. 

Ibid.,  V.  H,  p.  534,542,  In  1933,  this  reduction  v/as  made  manda- 

tory by  state  law,  but  vras   rescinded  in  1937  (L.  1933,  p.  615; 

L.  1937,  p.  601). 

9. 

Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  39,  see  entry  2, 

10. 

Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Surve_j^  of  Local  Finance  in  Illinois, 

V.  II,  Property  Taxation;   Assessed  Valuations,  Tax  Rates,  and 

Extensions,  1927-1936,  p.  141,  Hereinafter  referred  to  as 

Property  Taxation. 
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preceding  year  in  spito  of  the  income  reduction  anoonting  to  $18,000.^ 
By  this  tine  the  Tiorst  of  the  crisis  was  over.  The  tax  levy  vas   held 
dovn  to  $63,550  during  19342  then  V7as  raised  to  $74,902  in  1935,3  j^ 
April  1934  the  voters  approved  the  issue  of  $55,000  for  refunding  the 
county  debt.  New  county  honds  to  the  amount  of  $51,000  were  sold  vrith 
interest  at  five  percent  and  maturity  dates  from  1936  to  1946. '^  Since 
this  time  county  expenditures  have  risen  rapidly.  For  1939  the  board 
appropriated  the  sun  of  $91,513  for  general  purposes,  $26,100  for  high- 
ways, $4,500  for  a  county  highwriy  building  in  Clinton,  and  $21,000  for 
the  support  of  tubercular  patients,  a  total  of  $143,113.^ 

Since  1933  the  De  Witt  board  of  supervisors  has  regulated  county 
financial  matters  through  annual  budgets.  In  that  year  the  General 
Assembly  enacted  a  law  requiring  ench  county  to  adopt  annually  a  bud- 
got  containing  a  statement  of  all  county  moneys  in  the  treas'j.ry  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  fisc'\l  year,  a  statement  of  receipts  and  payments 
and  of  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year,  and 
estimate  of  the  probable  incor.e  from  all  sources  for  the  com.ing  fiscal 
year,  and  a  schedule  of  proposed  ajipropriations.  The  fiscal  year  was 
to  run  from  the  first  Hondrsy  of  December  to  the  Sunday  preceding  the 
first  Monday  of  the  next  December.   The  first  annual  budget  of  De  Witt 
County  was  prepared  and  approved  on  December  13,  1933. 

Sources  of  County  Taxes 

In  1840,  the  Do  Witt  County  tax  levy  was  $1,223.68  on  an  assessed 
valuation  of  $305,920  a  rate  of  forty  cents  (thirty  cents  for  general 
pturposes  and  ten  cents  for  roads)  and  a  per  capita  levy  of  thirty- 
seven  cents. ^  In  1931  the  amount  received  through  general  property 
taxes  by  the  county  for  all  purposes  was  $110,000  on  an  assessed  valua- 
tion of  $2l,769,000;9  this  is  a  tax  rate  of  fifty  and  one-half  cents 
and  a  per  capita  levy  of  $5.90.  The  tax  rate  levy  for  all  purposes 
has  usually  boon  fixed  between  forty  and  fifty  cents  during  the  century 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  62,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  86. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  143. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  115,123. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  333. 

6.  L.  1933,  p.  417-19. 

7.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  86-89. 

8.  This  per  capita  Ic^/y   is  a  computation  herein  made  for  purposes  of 
comparative  study.  The  population  in  1840  was  3,247. 

9.  See  p.  37. 


-  39  - 
Historical  Sketch 


of  county  admini  strati  on, -^  This,  however,  is  a  fact  without  much  sig- 
nificance. Today  in  Illinois,  the  county  authorities  levy  only  a  frac- 
tion of  the  taxes  needed  for  local  governnontal  purposes,  De  Witt 
County  has  122  local  governmental  units,  besides  the  county  itself, 
each  making  its  ov/n  tax  levy;  these  include  13  townships,  101  school 
districts,  7  municipalities,  and  one  sanitary  district, 2  In  1931  the 
combined  general  property  tax  levies  for  all  these  unite  vms  v663,000,' 
making  a  tax  rate  of  $3,04  for  local  government  and  an  average  per 
capita  lev>-  of  s,55,64. 

From  1840  to  1936  the  assessed  valuation  increased  approximately 
55  times.  The  average  per  capita  valuation  increased  from  $94,21  to 
v908«16,  Coincidentally,  the  per  capita  tax  levy  increased  from  *0,37 
to  v35,64,-  In  other  words,  the  per  capita  valuation  increased  9,63 
times  while  the  per  capita  tax  levy  increased  95,89  times. 

In  1855  the  assessed  valuation  of  De  Witt  property  v;as  02,506,177, 
of  which  vl, 649, 057  was  in  lands,  s;211,557  in  lots,  4378,772  in  live- 
stock, and  C266,9S1  in  other  personal  property.^  Ten  years  later  the 
assessed  valuation  was  only  $2,827,415,  consisting  of  vl, 854,632  in 
real  property  and  $972,783  in  personal,^   It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  there  was  a  slight  reduction  in  the  valuation  in  real  property 
during  this  decade.   In  1859,  as  already  noticed,  there  was  a  blanket 
twenty  percent  reduction  in  the  valuation  of  all  real  property,*^  due 
apparently  to  an  agrarian  political  revolt.   In  1880  the  total  of  as- 
sessed property  amounted  to  .^5, 654, 212,  divided  into  the  following 
classes:   251,657  acres  of  land  assessed  at  v3, 831, 729;  4,207  town 
lots,  $414, 18C;  personal  property  of  every  description,  (^1,123,246; 


1,  The  maximum  aggregate  tax  rate  v;hich  county  authorities  may  levy 
is  seventy-five  cents  (Const,  1870,  Art,  TAg    sec,  8),  A  law  of 
1927  fixed  a  twenty-five  cent  rate  limit  on  county  taxes  for 
general  purposes  (L,  1927,  p,  384);  previously  the  limit  had  been 
fifty  cents.  County  authorities,  however,  are  permitted  to  fix 
special  rates  for  various  other  purposes,  such  as  highways,  blind 
relief,  mothers'  pensions,  etc,   (Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Tax- 
Rate  Limits  of  Illinois  Local  Governments,  1925-1936,  Special 
Report  Ho,  3~P»  14,15), 

2,  Property  Taxation,  p,  141-45, 

3,  Financial  Statistics  of  State  and  Local  Governments,  p.  70, 

4,  This  figure  is  for  ig'sT, 

5,  Commissioners'  Record,  v,  B,  p,  132,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2, 

6,  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  C,  p,  283,  see  entry  2, 

7,  Ibid,,  p,  21. 
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and  railroad  property,    excluding  the  main  branch  of  the  Illinois  Central, 
$265,049,^     The  County  history  written  at  this   time,    stated  that  the 
assessed  valuation  was  ahout  forty  percent  of  the  actual  value, 2     The 
real  value  was   then  about  $12,000,000,      In  the  assessment  as  official- 
ly nrade,    it  can  be  seen  that  most  of  the  increase  was  on  farm  lands 
while   the  increase  on  other   types  of  property  was  much  less. 

In  1912  the  co\inty  valuation  was  $10,017,000;    ten  years  later  it 
was  $16,222,000.3     3y  1925   this  figure  had  soared  to  $25,818,000  and 
then  continued   substantially  without  change   through  1930,    after  which 
it  dropped  sharply,    first  to  $21,728,000,    next   to  $17,961,000,    and  after 
that  in  s;nall  annual  decreases  vmtil  it  was  only  $16,888,000  in  1936,4 
In  thi*  last-mentioned  year,    lands  made  up  61  percent  of   the   total;    lots, 
18;   personal  property,    11;    railroads,    10 »      In  the  period  from  1927  to 
1936,    during  which  time   the  farmers  were  hit  early  and  hard  by  the  de- 
pression,   the  percentage  valuation  on  lands  increased  two  points,    lots 
also   increased  two  points,    vrtiile  personsdty  decreased  one  point  and 
the  percentage  of  railroad  valuation  decreased  three  points, ^     At  this 
time,    it  was  estimated  that   the  approximate  assessment  ratio  for  real 
and  personal  property  was  about  fifty  percent  of  the  true  value, 6 

Liquor  Licenses   and  Prohibition 

Daring  most,  of  its  history,    De  Witt  County  refused  to    issue  liquor 
licenses  because  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  for  prohibition.     County 
policy  on  this  matter  has  always  been  In  the  hands  of  the  co\inty  board, 
although  local  option  has  been  permitted  under   the  license  system. 

Even  at  the  time  of  establishment,    there  was  a  strong  sentiment 
against  the  licensing  of   the   sale  of  liquor.      In  March  1840,    the  court 
recorded  that  a  majority  of   the  legel  voters   in  Clinton  had  petitioned 
against   the  granting  of  grocery  Ltavern]   licenses   in  that  precinct,'''     In 
.December  of   tho  sane  year,    however,    it  officially  noted  that  the 
majority  of   the  Clinton  voters  had  petitioned  for  tlie  granting  of  such 


1,  History  of_  De_  tfitt   (Brink),   p.    63. 

2,  Ibid. 

3,  Financial   Statistics   of  State  and  Local   Crovemments,   p,   68. 

4,  Property  Taxation,   p.    141.      For  1940  figures,    see  Table  VII,   p,    41, 

5,  Ibid, 

6,  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Constitutional  Tax  Rate  Limitation  for 
Illinois,  1934,  Special  Report  No.  2,  to  Henry  Horner,  Governor, 
p.  71, 

7,  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p,  45,  in  Si:?)ervisors'  Record,  see 
entry  2. 
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licenses.'^  The  court  fixed  the  liquor  liconso  feo  at  $25  a  year.  In 
Docein"bcr  1839,  Rassell  Post,  then  county  commissioner,  paid  this  sum 
for  a  license  to  soil  lunches  and  spirits  for  one  yoar  in  Wayncsville. 
This  was  an  exorbitant  fco;  olsowhorc  in  Illinois  at  this  timo  tho 
usual  fee  was  about  $5  or  $10  a  year.  Tho  amount  of  the  license  fco 
in  Do  Witt  is  doubtless  an  indlcntion  of  the  anti-liconsing  sentiment. 
As  mif;ht  be  expected,  hoTfovor,  there  was  considerable  "bootlegging," 
tlmt  is,  selling  by  unliccnsc  dealers;  every  term  of  court  during  this 
period  carried  a  number  of  liquor  cases. ^ 

The  feeling  against  tho  salo  of  liquor  bocpjne  much  stronger  during 
tho  1850' s.  In  1854,  nine  women,  preceding  Carrie  Nation,  began  a  pri- 
vate campaign  against  tho  "demon  rum"  by  destroying  ton  gallons  of 
whiskey,  for  which  action  they  were  fined  $2  each.*  In  March  1860,  the 
board  of  supervisors  by  a  vote  of  nine  to  three  passed  a  motion  declar- 
ing; that  liquor  licenses  should  not  bo  granted.   In  1873  the  citizens 
of  Wcldon  presented  a  petition  prrying  that  thoir  tovm  might  bo  per- 
mitted licenses  for  tho  salo  of  alo  and  boor."  Nevertheless,  county  pro- 
hibition was  continued  until  tho  repoel  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment. 

In  June  1933,  scon  after  legalizing  of  light  beers  and  v/ines,  tho 
board  returned  to  the  license  system,  requiring  a  foe  of  $50  a  year.' 
Then,  after  the  repeal  of  the  Eighteenth  Amendment,  taverns  were  per- 
mitted to  sell  hard  liquors  but  they  were  required  to  close  at  mid- 
night and  to  remain  closed  all  day  Sunday.^  ^^  J^^°  1937,  the  board 
refused  to  permit  tho  salo  of  beer  on  Sunday. ^  In  September  1939,  how- 
ever, taverns  were  pernittod  to  open  at  noon  on  Sunday  but  wore  required 
to  close  at  nidiiight. 

An  interesting  item  of  somewhat  similar  import  is  tho  attitude  of 
the  board  toward  walkathons.  In  April  1936,  the  supervisors  voted  not 
to  allow  \7alkathons  or  any  similar  danco  contests  in  tho  county.  Then 


1.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  55,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  soo 
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3.  History  of  Do  ?itt  (Brink),  p.  83-87. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  87. 
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6.  Ibid.,  p.  557. 
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9.  Ibid.,  p.  275. 
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in  order  to  re-enforce  this  prohibition,  they  fixed  the  license  fee  for 
marathon  and  walkathon  dances  at  §100  a  day,  paj^able  in  advance. 

County  Fees  and  Salaries 

During  the  early  years  of  De  Witt,  county  officials  v;ore  paid  in 
fees  for  services  rendered.  Statutory  provisions  permitting,  and  fixing 
such  payments  vrere  passed  from  time  to  time  as  nevr  functions  were  creat- 
ed.  For  example,  an  act  of  1845  regulating  the  assessment  and  collec- 
tion of  the  public  revenue  provided  that  each  assessor  should  be  paid 
"a  sum  not  oxceedlng  one  dollar  and  a  half  for  every  day  necessarily 
employed  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  as  such  assessor  to  be  verified 
to  the  county  commissioners'  court;  one-half  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
State  Treasury,  and  the  other  half  out  of  the  county  treasury. "2  For 
collecting  and  paying  over  the  taxes,  the  law  provided  that  the  col- 
lector should  be  paid  "five  percent  on  tho  first  thousand  dollars,  and 
throe  percent  on  all  additional  sums  paid  over  that  amount,  the  same 
to  be  paid  by  the  state  and  county,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  paid 
over  to  each."  The  same  act  allowed  certain  fees  to  the  clerk  of  the 
county  commissioners'  court  for  services  in  connection  v/ith  the  col- 
lection of  tn::es.   For  many  of  the  officials,  however,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  trace  dovm  all  the  fees  permitted  by  law,   Moreover,  the 
county  records  are  not  sufficiently  explicit  to  clarify  the  system  in 
all  its  details;  at  times  the  commissioners  were  careful  to  state 
exactly  v;hat  the  fees  were  for,  but  again  they  v/ould  allow  payments 
for  "services  rendered  the  county." 

The  paj/ments  made  to  early  county  officials  were  only  irreg- 
ular but  also  small  in  amount.   It  must  be  remembered,  hovrever,  that 
wages  were  very  low  and  money  v/as  exceedingly  scarce.   For  example. 
Judge  John  J.  McGraw  told  hovf  he  once  received  as  a  marriage  fee 
a  dozen  quail,  presented  by  David  Curtwright  for  uniting  him  with 
Melinda  Fenton.^  Farm  hands  were  paid  $13  a  month,  day  laborers 
$.62  1/2  a  day  with  board,  $.87  \f2   without  board. ^  Moreover,  the 
county  officials  regarded  their  official  duties  as  part-time  v;ork. 
V/'ith  government  simply  organized  and  -with  public  services  hardly  be- 
gun, there  was  little  for  officeholders  to  do.  Hence  the  income  from 
the  county  merely  supplemented  the  ordinary  means  of  livelihood.  Most 
of  the  elected  officials  were  farmers  or  proprietors  of  grocery  stores. 
Some  held  two  or  more  offices  at  the  same  time.   John  J»  McGraw,  ooun- 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  224,  see  entry  2. 

2,  L.    1845,    p.    23. 
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ty  clork  from  1839  to  1857,  was  also  school  commissionor  from  1839  to 
1855,  treasurer  pro  ton  in  1840,  and  master  in  chancery  from  1839  to 
1865,  later  county  judge  from  1877  to  1880,  "besides  holding  office  as 
justice  of  the  poaco  during  most  of  this  time,  in  which  last-mentioned 
capacity  ho  clainod  to  havo  performed  tho  ritos  of  matrinony  for  356 
persons.^  In  addition  to  payments  for  official  duties,  office-holders 
were  often  hired  by  tho  commissioners  for  many  special  tasks, 
such  as  viewing  roads. 

The  county  commissioners  V7ere  allovred  $1.50  for  each  day  spent 
attending  court.  The  clerk  of  the  contiissioncrs'  court  received  $2  a 
day  for  serving  the  commissioners.  In  addition,  other  payments  were 
allowed  to  him  from  time  to  time.  In  December  1840,  McG-raw  was  paid 
$55  for  office  services  during  the  year  1839-1840;2  a  little  later  in 
his  other  capacity  as  school  commissionor,  he  was  allowed  $8.25  out  of 
tho  school  funds  of  to^7nship  nineteen,  rjvnge  five  cast,  for  selling 
section  sixteen,'^  Tho  sheriff  was  paid  $1  a  d«y  for  attending  the 
county  commissioners'  court.  The  records  reveal  that  Edward  W.  Fears, 
the  first  sheriff,  was  paid  for  many  other  services:  $140  for  sum- 
moning petit  jurors  and  other  services;  $9.12  1/2  for  gur.rding  a 
prisoner  and  other  services;  $24  for  giving  notices  to  the  road  super- 
visors; $27  for  posting  election  notices;  and  $131  for  office  services.'* 
Also  as  county  collector  for  a  brief  period,  Fears  was  paid  $3.50  in 
part  payment  for  collecting  the  revenue  for  1841,  after  which  payment  he 
itimcdiatoly  resigned. °  Until  1844,  tho  county  collector  was  allowed 
three  percent  of  his  collections  in  payment; '  after  this  year,  tho 
commission  was  raised  to  five  percent  for  the  first  thousand  aiid  throe 
percent  thereafter.  In  1841,  William  H.  Lafforty  as  assessor  was  al- 
lowed $81  for  forty-three  days  of  v/ork,  one  half  to  be  paid  by  tho 
county  and  one  hr.lf   by  tho  state; ^  in  1343,  however,  A.  Hamilton 


1.  Histor:/-  of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p.  64,295. 
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was  paid  $75  for  the  same  task,   "based  upon  a  rate  of  $1.25  a  day 
which  the  court  noted, was  "according  to  law. "1 

The  treasurer  apparently  was  the  most  poorly  paid  of  all  the  county 
officeholders.     According  to   law,    this  official  was  to  be  allowed  such 
compensation  as  the  county  coraxaissioners  should  deem  reasonable,    not 
exceeding  $2  a  day,    also   two  percent  upon  the  moneys  paid  out  of   the 
county  treasury* 2     In  1839  the  assessment  function  was  removed  from  the 
treasurer's  office, 3  but  was  restored  in  1844.4     During  the  period  from 
1839  to  1844,    the  treasurer  had  to  rely  upon  his  commissions  on  money 
paid  out,   plus  whatever  nit^ht  be  allowed  him  for  attending  court   to 
preoent  his  annual  report.     The  records  do  not  disclose  any  psynciits 
made  to  him  at  this  time.     His  commissions,    computed  on  the  two  percent 
basis,    could  not  have  exceeded  $20  a  year.      It  is  then  not   surprising 
that   the  office  was  very  unattractive.     From  1839   to  1843,    no  less  than 
seven  persons  occupied  the  position  for  brief  periods.     But  after  1344, 
with  the  restoration  of  the  assessment  function,    this  difficulty  dis- 
appeared. 

Other  officials  were  likewise  paid  very  meagerly,    althou^  their 
duties  were  probably  less  onerous.      In  1840,   Alexander  Barnett,    county 
surveyor,    was  allowed  $25.50  out  of  the   school  funds  of  township   twenty- 
one  for  surveying  section  sixteen. 5     Other  small  pac'ments  from  time  to 
time  were  allowed  to  Barnett,    who  retained  his  office  until  1859,    and 
then  resumed  it  in  1879.     Also,    in  1840,  K.  H.  Pell,    circuit  court 
clerk,    was  allowed  $6.50  for  soinriccs  rendered;   Recorder  William  Lowcry 
was  given  $5.75  for  recording  deeds  for  the  county.^     There  is  no   record 
of  ajay  payment   to  the  coroner  during  the  early  years.     Of  course  it  is 
probable  that  many  of  these  officials  were  paid  fees  by  the  persons  for 
whom  service  was  performed.     The  judges  and  clerks  of  elections,    also 
jurors,   were  allowed  seventy-«five  cents  a  day.''' 

The  Constitution  of  1870  ended  the  practice  of  payment  in  fees. 
Article  X,  section  10,  provided  that  the  county  board  "shall  fix  the 
compensation  of  all  county  officers,  with  the  amount  of  their  neces- 
sary clerk  hire,    stationary,   fuel  and  other  expenses,   and  in  all  cases 
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whore  fees  are  provided  for,  said  compensation  shall  be  paid  only  out 
of,  and  shall  in  no  instance  exceed,  the  fees  actually  collected;  they 
rdaall  not  allow  either  of  them  more  per  annum  than  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  in  counties  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand  inhabitants  ..." 

In  De  Witt  the  salary  schedule  of  county  officials  has  undergone 
many  changes.  For  example,  in  1882  the  board  of  supervisors  fixed 
the  salaries  as  follows:   county  clerk,  $1,200;  treasurer,  $1,500; 
superintendent  of  schools,  $500;  sheriff,  $1,000;  county  Judge,  $600.^ 
The  coroner  was  not  mentioned  in  this  salarj/  schedule,  but  at  an 
earlier  date  the  compensation  of  this  office  had  been  fixed  at  $200 
a  year. 2  The  coroner  was  also  paid  fees  for  nearvices  rendered.  The 
county  survej'or  likewise  was  paid  for  work  actually  done.  The  sala- 
ries given  above  remained  substantially  unchanged  until  the  World  War 
years,  at  which  time  they  were  increased  to  match  the  rising  cost  of 
living.  In  1939  the  following  amounts  were  allowed  from  the  county 
treasury  for  the  various  officials:   county  clerk,  $1,800;  coroner, 
$360;  county  judge,  $2,250;  treasurer,  $1,800;  sheriff,  $1,500;  super- 
intendent of  schools,  $350; 3  state's  attorney,  $1,500.^ 


Growth  of  Transportation 

Development  of  Road  Administration 

In  1839  the  road  system  of  Illinois  was  based  primarily  upon  the 
cooperative  efforts  of  the  people  themselves.^  In  each  county  the  com- 
missioners* court  was  vested  with  general  superin tendency  of  the  public 
roads,  with  power  to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts  -and  to  appoint 
a  supervisor  for  each  district.  Every  person  appointed  as  road  super- 
visor was  required  to  serve,  under  penalty  of  a  fine  of  five  dollars  for 
refusal,  and  was  to  receive  no  compensation,  being  granted,  during  his 
term  of  office,  exemption  from  militia  duty  and  from  jury  service.   It 
was  the  duty  of  each  supervisor  to  cause  all  public  roads  in  his  district 
to  be  cleared,  smooth,  and  in  good  rej^air,  "ca,using  all  stumps  to  be  cut 
low,  so  as  to  afford  at  all  time  a  free  and  safe   passage  to  waggons  and 


1.  Sup3i-visors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  463,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  C,  p.  470. 

3.  The  county  superintendent  of   schools  in  counties  with  population 
between  twelve  eind  twenty  thousand  was  at  this  time  allowed 
$2,700  out  of  the   state   school  fund.     The  board  of   supervisors 
nii^it,   however,    allow  additional  payments   (L.   1927,   p.  522). 

4.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.    I,   p.   333,    see  entry  2. 

5.  This  system  was  outlined  in  a  law  of   1827   (H.L.    1827,   p.   340-46), 
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other  carriages  along  such  road";-'-  also  to  build  bridges  and  causeways 
where  needed,  and  to  have  erected  at  road  intersections  a  post  giving  di- 
rection and  distance  to  the  next  important  to\Am.   The  supervisor  was  author- 
ized to  call  out  every  able  bodied  man  betiveen  eighteen  and  fifty  to  work 
not  to  exceed  five  da;"-3  each  year,  designating  the  tools  each  man  should 
'.^ring,  an  authority  which  could  be  enforced  by  fines  a;^uinot  any  \mn   re- 
fusing to  work.   For  any  unusual  undertaking  which  required  an  expenditure 
over  ten  dollars,  the  supervisor  had  to  submit  the  matter  to  the  county 
commissioners.   The  location  of  new  roads  and  the  vacation  of  old  roads 
might  be  determined  by  the  oommisaioners '  court  on  the  petition  of  thirty- 
five  voters.  The  court  might  also  use  county  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
road  scrapers. 

In  De  Witt  County,  the  commissioners'  court  laid  off  nineteen  road 
districts  at  their  first  meeting,  appointing  at  the  same  time  a  super- 
visor of  each.^  It  then  ordered  all  able  bodied  men  between  twenty-one 
and  fifty  to  \vork  the  roads  in  their  respective  districts.   In  1840  the 
court  fixed  a  road  tax  of  ten  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed 
valuation.^ 

This  general  system  remained  in  operation  for  twenty  years  in 
De  Yi;'itt.   The  number  of  road  districts  ivas  gradually  increased  as  the 
county  grew  in  population.  The  support  of  roads  continued  to  come  largely 
from  labor  service,  often  fixed  in  Do  l/Titt  at  less  than  the  maximum  of 
five  days,  supplemented  at  times  by  a  road  tax  of  ten  cents.  During  the 
first  decade  the  commissioners  gave  little  attention  to  roads;  they  laid 
out  new  districts  and  appointed  supervisors,  determined  the  tax  and  road 
service,  and  opened  new  roads.  Apparently  they  gave  no  county  aid  toward 
the  improvement  of  roads  and  the  building  of  bridges  until  1850,  in  which 
year  they  allowed  v325  to  several  supervisors  for  bridges.^ 

The  establishment  of  to^/mship  organization  in  1859  brought  about 
a  change  in  road  administration.   Under  this  new  system  three  commission- 
ers of  highvrays,  and  road  ovsrsc-iers,  one  for  each  district,  were  to  be 
elected  in  each  township  at  the  annual  town  meeting."^  The  commission- 
ers were  given  general  administrative  control  over  the  tov.Tisliip  roads 
and  bridges,  and  were  to  supervise  the  work  of  the  district  road  over- 
seers.^ In  addition,  the  commissioners  were  authorized  to  fix  the  road 


1.  R.L.  1827,  p.  341. 
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labor  service  and  to  determine  the  amount  of  tax  funds  needed  in  their 
respective  townships.  This  general  system  remained  in  force  until  1913. 
A  lav7  of  1877  provided  that  whenever  the  cost  of  construction  of  any 
bridge  should  be  an  unreasonable  burden  on  the  township,  the  commission- 
ers of  highways  might  petition  the  county  to  pay  one  half  of  the  cost.-"- 

This  township  system  of  road  administration  may  have  served  fairly 
adequately  tho  needs  of  rural  comraunitios  in  the  pre-motor  age.  After 
1900,  however,  with  the  coming  of  tho  automobile,  such  a  system,  based 
upon  technically  tmtralncd  road  overseers ,  soon  became  as  antiquated  as 
the  horso  and  buggy.  The  business  and  professional  classes  of  the  urban 
oommanitios  began  to  complain  about  tho  "stick-in-the-mud"  roads  which 
made  their  automobiles  almost  as  slow  as  "Old  Dobbin"  during  wot  seasons. 
Moreover,  tho  roads  were  uneven  In  quality,  varying  greatly  from  town- 
ship to  township.  Aatomobilo  clubs  vjcrc  organized  to  work  for  a  state- 
wide network  of  all-weather  roads  connecting  tho  principal  cities  find 
towns,  tho  whole  system  to  bo  placed  undor  joint  county  and  state  con- 
trol. State  financial  aid  was  necessary  both  for  economic  and  adminis- 
trative reasons.  Tho  rural  commanitics,  however,  were  bitterly  opposed 
to  such  an  Innovation.  On  the  ono  hand,  the  farmers  had  less  need  for 
hard-surfaced  roads  and  they  had  loss  occasion  for  traveling  to  distant 
cities;  but  on  the  othor  hand,  they  felt  much  greater  need  for  good 
secondary  roads,  fearing  that  undor  a  system  of  stato  aid  and  control  tho 
primary  highways  would  rocoivo  nearly  all  tho  benefit. 

Of  interest  here  Is  a  resolution  dra\7n  up  In  1900  by  tho  board  of 
supervisors  of  Effingham  County  and  circulated  among  county  iDoards 
throughout  tho  stato: 

Whereas  groat  efforts  aro  bolng  mado  at  present  by  interested  manu- 
facturors  of  bicycles,  automobiles  and  bicycling  clubs  and  others  to 
obtain  state  aid  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  hard  roads  .  .  .  and 
;*icroas,  tho  farmers  of  tho  State  of  Illinois  have  already  ovor- 
burdonod  thomsolvos  with  taxes  in  order  to  secure  tho  construction  of 
railroads  and  other  moans  for  the  transportation  of  the  products  of 
their  farms,  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  farm- 
ers of  Effingham  County  that  the  whole  agitation  for  state  aid  in  con- 
struction of  hard  roads  in  tho  Interests  of  farmers  is  a  fraud,  a  gross 
falsehood  and  an  Imposition  upon  tho  farmers  of  tho  stato,  and  only  in 
tho  interests  of  a  few  manufacturers  .  .  . 


1.  L.  1877,  p.  193, 

2.  Livingston  County,  County  Clerk's  office.  Supervisors*  Record,  v.  C, 
p.  149. 
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In  De  Witt  County,  the  board  of  supervisors  fought  all  hard-road 
legislation  for  years.   In  1905  the  follov.'-ing,  resolution  was  adopted: 
"Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  De  Witt  County  novr  in  regular 
session  that  we  indorse  the  action  taken  by  the  Anti  Hard  Road  conven- 
tion of  De  Vj'itt  County  hold  in  Clinton  March  11,  1905,  and  that  Ave  urge 
our  Representatives  in  tho  Legislature  to  vote  against  and  to  use  all 
their  power  to  defeat  all  Hard  Road  Legislation."^  In  March  1913  tho 
board  passed  another  resolution  urging  the  De  Vifitt  County  representa- 
tives in  the  General  Assembly  to  use  all  reasonable  efforts  to  defeat 
"tho  Ticc  Bill  known  as  Road  and  Bridges  System  of  Illinois."^  Two 
months  later,  however,  the  bill  was  finally  passed  and  signed  by  tho 
Governor.  Even  then  the  De  Vfitt  county  board  of  supervisors  was  not 
ready  to  yield  on  the  issue.   In  September  1913  tho  clerk  read  appli- 
cations from  eight  persons  for  the  position  of  county  superintendent 
of  highways,  a  position  vvhich  the  recent  act  had  created.   The  super- 
visors voted  that  they  would  refuse  to  submit  any  names  from  the 
county/'  for  examination  for  the  position.^  Xs   late  as  December  1914 
they  were  still  demanding  the  rcocal  of  the  Ticc  Road  Laiv.'^  Never- 
theless they  had  no  choice  except  to  yield;  continued  refusal  would 
mean  only  the  loss  of  state  funds  for  roads.  In  March  1915,  Melvin 
Tuggle  v.'as  appointed  county  superintendent  of  highways  at  a  salarj'  of 
§4  a  day.^ 

The  "Act  Revising  the  Law  in  Relation  to  Roads  and  Bridges" 
greatly  modified  the  tovmship  road  system.   A  State  Highvmy  Commission 
of  three  members  was  created  to  supervise  and  unify  the  road  system 
of  the  state.  For  the  local  administration  of  state-aid  roads,  the 
position  of  county  superintendent  of  highways  was  established.   In  the 
filling  of  this  office,  an  attempt  was  made  to  insure  a  degree  of 
teclmical  competence  while  retaining  local  autonomy.   The  county  board 
v/as  to  submit  a  list  of  throe  to  five  persons,  residents  of  the  county, 
to  the  State  Highway  Commission  for  competitive  examination,  after 
which  the  appointment  was  to  be  mc.de  by  the  county  board  from  canong 
those  certified  as  eligible.   Another  article  of  th>-  act  provided  for 
fifty  percent  cf  state  support  for  roads  designated  as  "Sta.te-aid 
Roads,"  Each  countj'-  board  v;as  to  select  the  highways  \vithin  its  bor- 
ders for  this  designation,  not  to  exceed  fifteen  percent  cf  the  total 
.road  mileage  for  counties  of  tho  first  class  (the  classification  of 


1..  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  F,  p.  538,  sec  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  G,  p.  407.       ' 

3.  Ibid.,  p«  441. 
4,.  iHl.,  p.  496. 

5.  TEid.,  p.  521. 

6.  L.  1913,  p.  521-81. 


-  50  - 

Historical  Sketch 


De  yatt);    the  State  Hi^way  Commission  should,    however,   have  the  authority 
to  revise  all  county  action,   in  order  to  make  possible  a  unified  state  net- 
work of  roads.     For   the  administration  of  secondary  roads,    the  former   town- 
ship  system  was  continued  without  much  change. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  new  road  system,   De  Witt  secured 
$7,920  in  state  add  for  roads.  1     .Apparently  there  was  some  disagree- 
ment about  the  designation  of  state-aid  roads  because  in  December  1915 
the  board  of  supervisors  appointed  a  committee  of  five  to   confer  with 
the  State  Highway  Commission  on  the  mattor*2  a  month  later  a  special 
meeting  was  called  for  further  discussion.^     During  the  next  few  years 
several  state-aid  hi^ways  wore  constructed.      In  1921  a  county  hi^way 
commission  of  five  was  established  to  look  after  all  roads   and  to  keep 
them  in  good  shacpe,^     About   this  time,   Melvin  Tuggle,    s-uperintendent 
of  hl^ways,   reported  that   the  roods  of  the  county  were  in  only  fair 
condition  since  they  wore  in  need  of  considerable  grading  and  many  new 
culverts, 5 

The  main  outlines  of  this  system  have  remained  unchanged  down  to 
the  present  day.      State  add,   however,   was  discontinued  temporarily  in 
1918,    to  be  replaced  by  a  referendum  bond  issue  law  providing 
$60,000,000  for  the  construction  of  46  state  hi^ways,6  followed  by  a 
similar  law  of  1924  providing  $100,000,000  for  155  additional   state  hi^- 
way  routes,'''     In  1929  a  motor  fuel   tax  of  three  cents  a  gallon  was 
levied,    the  proceeds  of  vdiich  were  to  be  distributed  pjnong  the  covinties 
in  proportion  to   the  amount  of  motor  vehicle  license  fees  received  from 
rcsidonts.8     dese   acts,    and  many  others,    also  have   tended  to  disperse 
the  responsibility  for  road  administration  in  Illinois  among  townships, 
counties,    and  state,    vdth  the  Federal   Government  contributing  aid  to  add 
to   the  complexity.     The  State  Commission  on  Future  Road  Progrrai  in  1933 
recommended  that  county  electorates  bo  authorized  to   transfer  all   the 
road  functions  from  the   township   to   the  county;    it  suggested  that  this 
change  would  caiiso  a  saving  of  several  million  dollars  a  year  through- 
out the  state, 5     This  rocommendation,   however,  met  widespread  opposition 


1.  ST;5)ervlsors'   Record,    v,    G,  p.   543,    sec  entry  2, 

2.  Ibid.,   p,   568, 

3.  Ibid.,   p,   572, 

4.  Ibid.,    V.   H,   p.    221, 

5.  Ibid.,   p,   159. 

6.  L.   1917,   p.    696-709, 

7.  L.   1923,   p,    513-41. 

8.  L.   1929,  p,    625-31, 

9.  Commission  on  Future  Road  Program,   Report,   p.   21,22. 
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and  was  not  adopted.  In  De  Witt  County,  the  board  of  supervisors  went 
on  record  as  opposing  such  a  change,  contending  that  it  would  be  an  in- 
justice to  the  rural  communities.-'^ 

The  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  has  been  one  of  the  larg- 
est items  of  e^qjense  in  local  government  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  During  the  1920' s  the  county  board  had  to  levy  a  county  tax  of 
twenty-five  cents  for  road  purposes.   After  the  passage  of  the  motor 
fuel  tax  law  in  1929,  however,  a  limitation  of  twelve  and  one-half  cents 
was  fixed  for  coionty  road  taxes. "^  Even  larger  sums  were  spent  for  road 
purposes  by  the  townships.  In  1925-26  the  aggregate  of  township  roa^  tax 
levies  amounted  to  $107,300;  ten  years  later  the  total  was  $275,500. 
In  addition,  the  motor  fuel  tax  funds  received  from  the  state  wore  quite 
substantial.  In  1932,  De  Witt  received  $12,774.24  for  the  first  six 
months  of  the  yeas,^     Finally,  since  1935  the  Work  Projects  Administra- 
tion has  spent  large  sums  for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  second- 
ary roads,  which  incidentally  had  been  badly  neglected  since  tho  in- 
auguration of  state  aid  in  1913,  just  as  the  rural  communities  had  fore- 
seen. In  De  Witt  County,  during  four  and  one-half  years  the  WPA  con- 
structed 242  miles  of  "farm-to-market"  highways,  besides  installing  297 
ctil verts  and  improving  many  miles  of  other  roads.   In  1937  a  law  of  tho 
General  Assembly  authorized  the  state  government  to  match  Federal  emergen- 
cy funds  for  secondary  roads,  a  requirement  imposed  by  Congress,  and  also 
authorized  coTonties  to  appropriate  motor  fuel  tax  funds  for  the  mainten- 
ance of 'Federal  secondary  roads. 

Tho  road  mileage  in  De  Witt  County  as  of  January  1,  1940,  was  as 
follows:  primary  (Federal  aid),  82,3;  state  aid  (Federal  aid),  3.7; 
state  aid  (non-Federal  aid),  93.4;  local,  593,3;  a  total  of  772,7  miles. 
There  were  82.3  miles  of  concrete  pavement,  all  Federal  aid;  578,3  miles 
with  other  types  of  hard  surface,  nearly  all  gravel  or  stone;  and  112,1 
miles  of  dirt  road.° 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  28,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  H,  p,  393,469. 

3.  L.  1929,  p.  673,674. 

4.  Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Survey  of  Local  Finance  in  Illinois, 

V,  IV,  Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  Townships  ajid  Road  Districts, 
1925-1936,  p.  76.  "~ 

5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  41,  see  entry  2, 

6.  Work  Projects  Administration,  District  No.  4  (Decatur,  Illinois), 
Report  on  4^  years  of  TIPk  Work  in  De  Witt  County. 

7.  L.  1937,  p.  1068-70. 

8.  Information  obtained  from  F.  N.  Barker  (State)  Division  of  Highways, 
Bureau  of  Highway  Research,  by  Royal  S,  Van  de  Woestyne. 
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Railroad  Facilities 

Before   the  coming  of   the  railroads,    De  Vitt  County  had  very  poor 
connections  vidth  the  outside  world.     Located  among  the  headwaters  of  the 
Illinois  River,    it  was   shut  off  from  water   transportation.      The  nearest 
steamboat  port  was  Pekin  on  the  Illinois,    about  fifty  miles   to   the  north- 
west,   a  very  groat  distance  under  primitive  road  conditions.     The  de- 
velopment of  tho  whole  central   Illinois  region  depended  v^jon  overland 
transportation. 

Tlie  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  was  chartered  to  meet  this 
need.      In  1851   the  State  General  Assembly  authorized  this  company  to 
build  and  operate  a  railroad  705  miles  in  length,   with  two  lines   throu^ 
the  central  part  of  tho  stp.te   to   Cairo  on  the  Ohio,   one  line  beginning  at 
East  Dubuque  (then  Dunleith)    in  northwestern  Illinois,    the  other  starting 
from  Chicago. 1     In  order   to  help  with  the  construction  of  a  project  vAiich 
would  greatly  benefit  its  people,    the  state  granted  to   the  railropd 
2,595,000  acres  of  public  land,    and  an  exemption  from  property  taxation 
in  return  for  the  payment  into   the  state  treasury  of  seven  percent  of  tho 
income  derived  from  the   transportation  of  passenger,    froi^t,    express, 
pnd  mails.      Work  was   started  \/ithout  delay.     Epxly  in  1854  tho  Blooming- 
ton  -  Clinton  section  of  the  lino  from  Dunleith  was  opened. 2     Other  sec- 
tions wore  rushed  to  completion;   on  January  6,   1855,    continuous  rail  ser- 
vice was  inaugurated  between  G-alona  in  northwestern  Illinois  and  Cairo 
in  the  southern  tip  of  the  state. 

This  railroad,    tho  longest  line   then  under  operation   in  America, ^ 
brought  great  benefits   to   the  people  of  De  Witt  County.      In  1850   the 
•population  of  the  county  was  5,002,    only  367  of  whom  lived  in  Clinton, ^ 
Ten  years  later,    De  Witt  had  10,830  people  and  Clinton  had  1,358,^     The 
construction  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  was  one  of  the  leading 
factors  in  the  development  of  central   Illinois.^ 

This  one  line  of  the  Illinois  Central  was  the  only  railroad  in 
De  V/itt  County  for  fifteen  years,      Tho  railroad  boom  of  the  1850' s  was 
brou,5;ht  to  an  end  by  the  Civil   War.     After  1867,   however,    a  new  period  of 
construction  began  in  Illinois,      Within  a  few  years,    De  Witt  sec\ired  four 


1.  Priv.   L.   1851,   p.   61-74, 

2.  Carlton  J.    Corless,    Trails   to  Rails,   p.    27. 

3.  Ibid.,   p.    25. 

4.  U.S.    Census  B^oreau,    The   Seventh  Census  of  the  Ifaited  States;      1850, 
p.    701. 

5fc     U.S.    Census  Bureau,    Population  of  the  Ihited  States   in  1860,    Compiled 
from  the  Original  Ret\irns  of  the  Eighth  Census,    p.   85,91. 

5.  Paul  W.    Gates,    The   Illinois   Central   and  Its  Colonization  Work. 
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additional  railroads.   In  1667  the  Gprsral  Assembly  incorporated  the 
Gilman,  Clinton  and  Springfield  Railroad.  ■'•  In  1871,  this  road  v.-as  com- 
pleted. A  few  years  later  it  vras  leased  by  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road and  is  now  known  as  the  G-iLnun,  East  3t.  Louis  and  Carbondale 
Branch.   This  division  t-;ives  Clinton  a  direct  connection  vdth  the  Illinois 
Central  line  rvxnning  into  Chicago.  Also  in  1867,  tho  Havana,  Lincoln  and 
Champaign  Railroad  Company  vras  incorporated  to  construct  an  east-west 
lino  through  Do  Witt  mth  c.   station  at  Clinton.  2  This  road  was  completed 
in  1873;  in  1830  it  was  leaded  by  the  'vYabash  System"^ *but  has  since  become 
a  part  of  the  Illinois  Central.   In  1869  the  State  General  Assembly  in- 
corporated the  Peoria,  Atlanta  and  Decatur  Railroad  Company,^  which  road, 
when  completed,  ran  across  the  vrestern  section  of  the  county  in  a  general 
southeasterly  direction,  with  stations  at  Waynesville,  Midland  City,  and 
KemiQy.   This  railroad  was  soon  combined  with  others  to  form  the  Illinois 
Midland  RailroEid,'^  but  is  now  a  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  System.   The 
fourth  lins  built  during  this  period,  tilso  opened  for  business  in  1869, 
was  the  Indiana,  Bloomingtoii  and  .•/estorn;'-'  it  cut  across  Santa  Anna 
Township  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  county,  where  it  has  a  station 
at  Farmer  City.   This  line,  with  less  than  five  miles  in  De  Yv'itt,  now  forms 
a  part  of  the  New  York  Central  System. 

Since  the  early  1870 's  only  one  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
railroad  system  of  De  "vYitt  County,   With  appro3!;imc/tely  95  miles  of  tracks 
within  its  borders,  the  county  has  had  quite  adequate  railroad  Ger\-io>j. 
The  Constitution  of  1870,  with  its  provision  forbidding  any  county,  town- 
ship, or  municipality  from  purchasing  the  capital  stock  of  railroads,''' 
has  doubtlecs  tended  to  discourage  further  construction.  The  only  line 
built  since  this  period  is  a  section  of  the  Illinois  Terminal  System, 
which  extends  from  Bloomington  to  Decatur,  cutting  through  De  Witt  from 
north  to  south  parallel  to  the  main  line  of  the  Illinois  Central,   In  1901 
the  De  Witt  county  board  gl^inted  permission  to  Charles  Griffin  and  Henry 
Knight  to  build  an  electric  railway  through  the  county,  the  work  on  which 
wr.s  to  begin  within  a  year.^  This  road  vras  completed  about  1905.^ 

During  the  boom  period  of  railroad  construction,  the  people  of  De  V'i bt 
County,  encouraged  by  the  easy  money  market,  placed  a  heavjr  mortgage  on 
their  future  by  their  subscriptions  to  railroad  capital  stock.  This  in- 


1.  Priv.    L.    1867,    II,    p.    534-38. 

2.  Ibid.,    p.    537-40. 

3.  HTsTory   of  De   »/itt    (Brink),    p.    o4. 

4.  Priv.    L.    1859,    p.    173-76. 

5.  History  of  De  vVitt    (Brink),   p.    35. 

6.  Ibid. ,    p,    35, 

7.  See.  "I-.unioipal  Subscriptions  to  Railroads  or  Private  Corporations," 
separ;itely  submitted. 

6.  Supervisors!  Record,  v.  F,  p.  377,  see  entry  2. 

9,  For  routes  of  railroads  in  De  "Witt  County,  see  Table  VIII,  p.  56. 
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debtedness,    all  assumed  within  a  period  of  little  over  a  year,    amounted 
to   at  least  $444,000,   distributed  as  follows:     De  Witt  County,    $164,000 
to   the  Gilman,    Clinton  and  Springfield  Railroad;   Clintonia  Township, 
$50,000  to   the   same  road,    also  $50,000  to   the  Havana,   Lincoln  and 
Champaign  Railroad;  De  Witt  Township,   $40,000;    Tunbridge,    $30,000;   Harp, 
$25,000  -  the   subscriptions  of  the  last  three  townships  all   to   the  Gil- 
man,    Clinton  and  Springfield;    Creek,   $30,000;   Nixon,   $25,000  -  both  to   the 
Havana,   Lincoln  and  Champaign;    also  Barnett  Township,    $30,000  to   the 
Illinois  Midland. 1     This  obligation  became  a  great  burden  during  the  hard 
times  broU;Sht  about  by  the  Panic  of  1073.     At  least  ono   township   tried   to 
repudiate  its  debt,    for  which  action  its  supervisor  served  a  jail   term  for 
contempt  of  court.2 

The  county  had  a  long  controversy  over  its  $164,000   subscription  to 
the  Oilman,    Clinton  and  Springfield  IRailroad.     On  June  15,    1869  the  citi- 
zens of  the  county  voted  in  favof  of   the   subscription. ^     In  February  1370 
the  board   selected  H.  Magill    to  cast  the  vote  of  the  county  for  directors 
of  the  railroads. 4     In  September  1870,   however,   which  incidentally  was 
shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution  with  its  prohibition 
on  such  subscriptions, 5  the  bosa"d  instructed  its  chairman  not  to   sign  the 
county  bonds  which  had  been  issued  to  pay  for  the   stock. 6     A  year  later 
another  notion  to   the   same  effect,    requesting  a  delay  until  there   should 


1.  History  of_  De  Witt   (Brink),   p.   35,80. 

2.  Ibid.,   p.   80. 

3.  Illinois  Department  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  Register  of  Bonds 
(1865-75),   V.  A,  p.  180.     There  is  nothing  in  the  De  Witt  supervisors' 
records  about  this  election.     A  search  in  other  county  records  yielded 
no   information.     According  to   the  source  cited  above,    the   subscription 
was  made  under  am  act  of  March  10,    1869,    entitled  "An  Act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled   'An  Act   [approved  March  4,    1867]  to  incorporate  the 
Clinton,    Gilman  and  Springfield  Railroad  Company'"    (Priv,   L.   1869,    v.   3, 
p.   2921-94),     This  act  provided  that  upon  a  petition  signed  by  at  least 
ten  citizens,    legal  voters  and  tax  pa^rers  of  the  coixnty,    the  county 
clerk  was  "required"   to  post  notices  of  an  election  to  vote  for  or 
against   the   subscription  of  stock  in  said  railroad  companj''.     The  effect 
of  this  provision  was  to  remove  the  matter  entirely  from  the  juris- 
diction of   the  board  of   supervisors. 

4.  Supervisors*   Record,    v.    C,   p.    442,    see   entry  2. 

5.  Separate   section  on  M-jnicipal  Subscriptions  to  Railroads  or  Private  Co]>- 
porations  explicitly  stated  that  the  riglit  of  any  local  government   to 
make   such   subscription  where  it  had.  previously  been  voted  under  existing 
laws  should  not  be  affected. 

6.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.   C,   p.   459.     Yet  according  to   the  act  of  March  10, 
1869,    already  cited,    it  was  "the  duty"   of  the  chairman  of  the  board, 
ei*ter  an  aiffirmative  vote  on  the   subscription  issue,    to      subscribe   to 
the  capital   stock  of   said  railroad  company  and  also  to  execute  to    the 
company,   bonds  to  pay  for  the   stod:  (Priv..  L.   1869,    v.   3,   p.   292). 
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be  a  full  investigation  of  the  legality  of  the  bond  issue,  was  voted 
dovm,  only  one  nember,  Wa.lker,  voting  the  affirmative.   It  appears  that 
the  bonds  were  thereupon  signed  by  the  chairman,  but  not  by  the  county 
treasurer.  In  1875  the  records  mention  suits  against  the  countj'  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  these  bonds. ^  The  county  contended  that  the  bonds 
wore  not  valid  since  they  had  not  been  signed  by  the  treasurer,  rjid  be- 
cause the  law  authorizing  the  subscription  v/as  unconstitutional.^  After 
losing  in  the  lower  courts,  the  county  carried  the  controversy  into  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  While  the  matter  was  pending  in  the  court  at 
Springfield,  a  compromise  was  arranged;  the  county  was  to  recognize  the 
validity  of  the  bonds  and  was  to  have  the  treasurer  countersign  them,  in 
return  for  v;hich  it  should  be  allowed  a  rebate  in  accumulated  interest 
amounting  to  s^l9,680  of  the  $82,000  then  past  due,*  The  compromise  was  ap- 
parently very  unpopular  ivith  the  voters;  at  the  next  tcv.-nship  elections 
only  two  of  the  seven  superivosrs  on  record  for  the  compromise  were  re- 
turned, v.'hilc  three  of  the  five  opposed  were  reelected. 

An   interesting  sidelight  of  this  affair  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
countj'-  lost  part  of  its  railroad  tax  fund.  During  1871  and  1872,  taxes  had 
been  levied  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  but  then  the  board  had  de- 
cided not  to  make  any  payments  pending  the  outcome  of  the  court  contro- 
versy. The  treasurer  in  the  meantime  had  collected  §7,642,09  on  this  tax 
Ic/y,  v/hich  fund  he  vms  permitted  to  hold  for  several  years.   In  1877, 
after  the  compromise  had  been  arranged,  the  money  was  gone,  and  so  was  the 
treasurer.^ 

During  the  next  few  years,  the  over-duo  interest  v;as  paid  off.  In 
1880,  the  railroad  bonds,  together  vdth  others  owed  by  the  county,  the 
total  amounting  to  C:;175,000,  v/erc  refunded  at  six  percent.   As  already 
mentioned,  these  bonds  were  rapidly  paid  off.^ 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  491,  see  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  D,  p.  55,60,67.  The  lav;,  under  authority  of  v;hich  the  sub- 
scription had  been  voted,  had  made  it  "the  duty"  of  the  county  clerk 
to  compute  and  assess  upon  all  tcjcable  property  a  sum  sufficient  to 
pay  the  interest,  the  costs  of  collection,  and  the  disbursements  upon 
all  bonds  so  issued  (Priv.  L.  1869,  v.  3,  p.  295). 

3.  The  legislature  of  1869,  anticipating  that  the  coirdng  constitutional 
convention  would  adopt  a  prohibition  on  the  subscription  to  railroad 
stock  by  local  governmental  units,  had  hurriedly  passed  a  number  of  un- 
popular railroad  laws.   This  legislation  later  provoked  a  great  deal 

of  controversy  cjid  litigation  throughout  the  state. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  157-59,  sec  entry  2, 

5.  History  of  Dc  vritt  (Brink),  p.  79, 

6.  Ibid.,  p,  78. 

7.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  343,344,374,385,  see  entry  2. 

8.  Sec  0.  55, 
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TABLE  VIII:     Railroads  in  De  Witt  County 


The  names  of  the  railroads,    sliown  alphabetically,    are:      a,d,e. 
Illinois  Central   (vrjrious  branches);    b.    Illinois  Traction  Incor- 
porated,   an  electric  line;    c.  Pennsylvania;    and  f.   Cleveland, 
Cincii•^n^>ti,    Chicago  and  St.   Louis.     The  names  of  the   stations,    in 
Arabic  numbers,   are:      1.   Wapella;    2.   Clinton;    3.  Ospur;    4.  ffaynes- 
ville;    5.  Tabor;    6.  Midland  City;   7.  Hallville;   8.  Jenkins;    9.  West 
Junction;    10.  Kenney;    11.  Howell;   12.   Birkbeck;    13.  De  Witt; 
14.  Tullerton;    15.  Parnell;    16.  Farmer  City;    17.   Lanes;    18.   Weldon; 
and  19.  Watkins   (Illinois  Commerce  Commission,   Railroad  Map  of 
Illinois  1928). 

In  1935  the  assessed  value  of  the  railroads  in  De  Witt  County  a- 
mounted  to  $1,833,229.1     This  estimate  did  not  include  the  valuation  of 
the  main  line  of   the  Illinois  Centred   since  this  road  is  by  law  exempt 
from  taxation. 


School  System,    1830-1940 


Eajl;''   Schools 


When  De  Witt  was  organized  in  1839,  scliools  were  fev?  in  nuaber  and 
primitive  in  method.  Education  was  not  a  system  but  a  casual  affair. 
The  existing  schools  were  not  public;  neither  were  they  common  or  free. 
As  a  matter  of  historical  fact,  the  concept  of  public  education  is  a 
development  which  has  come  almost  entirely  since  the  second  quarter  ot 
the  nineteenth  century. 

The  histonr  of  early   education  in  De  vritt  is  merged  in  state  history. 
The  beginning  of  the  public  school  system  goes  back  to  1785,  at  which  time 
the  Illinois  country  had  only  a  sparse  population  of  French  and  Indians. 


1.   Illinois  Tax  Commission,  Seventeenth  and  Ei.^hteenth  Annual  Reports, 
Assessment  Years  1955  and  1936,  p.  225. 
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The  Ordinance  of  1785-'-  provided  that  "there  shall  be  reserved  the  lot 
nunhered  sixteen  of  every  township  for  the  maintenance  of  puglic  schools 
within  the  said  township."  The  Federal  enabling  act  of  1312  providing 
for  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  repeated  this  provision,  and 
in  addition  it  promised  to  the  state  five  percent  of  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  si.le  of  public  lejids,  of  which  throe  fifths  should  he  used  for  the  en- 
couragement of  education.   The  new  state  then  h?.d  school  funds  hut  no 
school  sj^stem.   Many  of  the  e£:rly  le.ws  relating  to  education  were  concerned 
primarily  with  the  administration  of  this  money.  /.  law  of  1S27  provided 
that  the  county  conmissionors'  court  should  appoint  three  trustees  of 
school  lands  in  each  township;  these  trustees  were  to  lay  off  the  tovmship 
into  school  districts,  so  that  each  should  contain  not  less  than  eighteen 
scholars,  "subscribed  or  going  to  school.  "3  The  school  funds  vfere  to  be 
apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  scholars  in  each  district.   Two 
years  later  another  law  provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  county  court 
of  r.   single  school  commissionor  who  should  have  charge  of  the  school 
lands. ^ 

i^ieannhile,  efforts  were  being  made  to  establish  a  state-wide  system 
of  education.   In  1S25  the  GenorsJ.  Assembly  enacted  c^  progressive  school 
law  &,uthorizing  the  le^^al  voters  of  each  school  district  to  levy  a  tox   for 
educational  purposes  upon  all  inhabitants  of  the  district.^  Unfortunately, 
this  free  school  feature  was  repealed  two  years  later  by  the  provision 
that  no  person  should  thereafter  be  traed  for  the  support  of  cJiy  school, 
"unless  by  his  or  her  own  free  '^■ill  and  consent,  first  hrd  and  obtained,  in 
writing.""  Vo   person  should  be  permitted  to  send  his  children  to  school 
unless  he  had  consented  to  the  tr?j:ation,  except  with  the  agreement  of  the 
local  trustees.  3ut  all  persons  in  the  district  shoxild  have  the  privilege 
of  subscribing  for  the  support  of  the  school.   Governed  by  such  provisions, 
education  in  Illinois  continued  in  a  rudimentary  str^e  until  after  ISUo. 
In  general,  the  schools  were  purely  volvmtary  affairs,  maintained  by  sub- 
scriptions, with  a  modicum  of  support  derived  from  the  school  Icjids.   Some 
cf  the  schools  were  opened  on  the  initiative  of  the  teachers  themselves 
who  would  then  proceed  to  solicit  subscriptions^  others  were  organized  as 
communit:,'  projects.  Everything  depended  upon  the  local  leadership  and 
upon  the  interest  in  education;  wherever  these  were  lacking  illiteracy 
we-s  permitted  to  flourish. 

The  early  settlers  of  De  litt  lost  little  time  in  setting  up  such 
schools  as  the  pioneer  conditions  end.   the  indifferent  laws  permitted. 


1.  Genere.l  Public  Acts  of  Congress  Pespectin^  the  Sale  and  Disposition 
of  the  ?v;olic  Lpjids.  I,  ?art'l,L&ws,  11-lb. 

2.  3  U.S.  Stat.  oJ^. 

3.  ?.  L.  1827.  p.  3o5. 
U.  H.  L.  182S,  p.  150. 
5.  L.  1825.  p.  12!^. 

o.  P..  L.  1327.  p.  3i^'-'.365. 
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Nearly  every  to\7nGhip  in  the  county  had  at  least  one  school  "by  the  niddlo 
1830' s,  which  was  the  period  of  the  first  settlement, ^  The  first  school 
oil  record  was  held  in  1829  on  the  farn  of  Jacob  Copponbargor,  in  Tunbridgo 
To\7nship,  section  eight,  and  was  taaght  by  Edon  Shugart,  said  to  have 
boon  a  mpji  of  good  education  for  the  tine.  The  second  recorded  school 
wr.s  kept  on  the  site  of  Waynosville  in  1831  by  William  S,  Dunham.  The 
first  house  built  for  school  purposes  \7as  conplotod  in  1832  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  north  of  Wapclla;  Edom  Shugart  was  employed  as  teacher.  Other 
early  teachers  in  the  county  wore  the  following;  J.  J.  McGraw,  John  B. 
Swcaringon,  William  Lowory,  Daniel  Nowconb,  Walter  Robin,  John  Keath, 
Jefferson  Cross,  Robert  H.  Pool,  and  Celia  Lowery. 

Moat  of  those  early  schools  were  built  of  logs.  Thomas  Davenport, 
who  taught  during  1831  in  what  is  now  Clintonia  township,  recalled  his 
school  building  as  a  very  rude  structure,  with  great  cracks  between  the 
logs,  according  to  his  reminiscence,  so  large  that  a  dog  could  crawl 
through. 2  The  typical  building  had  greased  paper  for  windows;  a  fire- 
place for  heating,  or  perhaps  two,  one  at  each  end  of  the  room;  sometimes 
a  chimney,  often  only  a  hole  in  the  roof  through  which  the  smoke  might 
escape;  no  floor  except  the  ground  itself;  soats  made  of  largo  split  logs 
and  supported  by  wooden  logs;  desks  similar  to  the  soats  but  held  up  by 
pins  put  into  the  wall.  In  such  quarters  the  early  teachers  held  sway, 
combining  "licken  and  lamcn,"  submitting  often,  however,  to  their  pupils' 
demands  for  treats  under  penalty  of  "barring  out"  or  ducking. 

The  pioneer  teacher  took  his  pay  in  subscriptions,  paid  usually  in 
services  or  in  produce  of  the  farm  and  the  hunt.  In  1837,  a  group  of  peo- 
ple in  Harp  Township  subscribed  $110  to  pay  for  a  six-month  term,  a  rate 
Y/hich  was  less  than  $1  a  day.'^  For  such  a  meager  salary,  the  teacher  trtught 
according  to  his  ability  and  inclination,  malcing  the  rounds  of  his  room  t o 
hoar  each  pupil  recite  individually,  helping  each  one  to  "do  his  sums"  and 
to  pronounce  difficult  words,  "setting"  copy  for  these  who  had  to  prac  - 
tice  penmanship,  making  and  mending  the  goose  quill  pens,  iciprovising  les- 
sons all  the  while  because  of  the  lack  of  textbooks.  Figuratively,  the 
teacher  \7as  expected  to  make  bricks  \7ithout  straw.  It  is  said  that  at  one 
tine  a  school  of  thirty  pupils  had  only  three  spelling  books. ^ 


1.  Mary  Welch,  "Common  Schools,"  History  of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p.  102-9. 
Mary  Welch  was  county  superintendent  of  schools  from  1873  to  1890, 
Her  brief  sketch  of  the  dovclopijent  of  the  county  school  system  was 
based  upon  the  available  records  and  upon  the  memories  of  the  pioneers. 

2.  History  of  Dc  Witt  (Brink),  p.  151. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  276, 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  105. 
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Development  of  the  County  School  System 

Ihe  first  act  of  edticational  significance  noted  in  county  "boaxd  rec- 
ords was  the  appointment  in  Ivlay  1839  of  John  J.  McGraw,  county  clerk,  to 
fill  the  position  of  school  commissioner.   Although  he  held  this  position 
until  lS55i  McGraw  was  concerned  primarily  with  the  adaunistration  of  school 
lands  and  the  revenue  derived  from  them,  and  was  occupied  hardly  at  all 
with  the  larger  aspects  of  education. 

During  the  period  of  the  ISUo's  and  1850's,  educational  progress  was 
continuous  although  not  too  rapid.  An  act  of  18^5  incorporated  every  con- 
gressional township  as  a  district  for  school  piorposes;^ then  it  empowered 
the  legal  voters  of  each  such  district  hj'  a  two-thirds  vote  to  levy  a  school 
tax  not  exceeding  fifteen  cents  on  one  hundred  dollars  of  assessed  valua- 
tion.  Ten  years  later,  further  advance  was  made  by  a  law  providing  for  a 
state  school  tax,  for  unlimited  local  taxation,  and  for  a  free  school  in 
every  district  open  at  least  six  months  a  year. 3  The  same  law  increased  the 
fionctions  of  the  school  commissioner,  giving  him  for  the  first  time  dutiss 
that  were  educational  in  nature.   In  IS65  this  official  "became  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools  and  was  given  real  supcn'^isor;''  duties  over  the 
schools  throughout  the  county.   77itli  the  ena.ctment  of  this  law,  a  county 
school  system  was  at  least  ma.dc  possiole.   During  the  following  period, 
Mary  Welch  as  superintendent  of  schools,  1873-1^90 ,  exercised  a  groat  in- 
fluence in  "building  up  educational  standards,  in  spite  of  the  resistance  of 
local  interests. 

The  statistics  reveal  great  progress  in  education  from  ISUo  to  ISSO. 
In  ISUO,  De  Witt  County  had  eleven  schools,  attended  "by  k'jk   nupils; 
illiterates  numbered  3l5  out  of  a  total  population  of  3. 2^7-^  Ten  years 
later  there  were  hi   schools  attended  "by  9^1  pupils;  the  public  funds  de- 
voted to  education  during  the  year  amo-untod  to  $787.  none  of  which  was  de- 
rived from  taxation.-^  This  school  attendance  was  low  for  a  district  with 
a  population  of  5.002.  After  the  educational  reforms  of  the  next  fifteen 
ycnrs,  however,  De  Tfitt  County,  together  with  the  whole  state,  made  a  m^ach 
better  record.   In  the  school  ^'oar  I867,  the  number  of  pupils  was 
U,2U6  out  of  a  school  population  (ages  6  to  21)  of  5.213?  the  public  schools 


1.  Commissioners'  Hecord,  v.  A,  p.  12,  in  Super\-isors'  Record.  See  entry  2. 
-icGraw  had  previously  been  a  teacher,  and,  it  is  said,  he  had  been 

one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  county. 

2.  L.  ISU5,  p.  5I-7U. 

3.  L.  1855,  p.  51-51. 

U.   L.  I865,  p.  112-25. 

5.  U.S.  Census  /^ureau.  Sixth  Census  or  Enumeration  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  States7T8~0,  p.  87. 

6.  rrs.  Census  Bureau,  The  Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States, I25O. 
p.  721.  ' 
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numbered  79,  while  the  annual  expenditures  were  $38,465.   During  the 
next  decade  and  a  half  there  ras  no  substantial  chan/^e  in  school  statis- 
tics for  the  county.  Writing  in  1881,  Mary  7elch,  county  superintendent 
of  schools,  sunnariaed  the  conditions  under  hor  supervision  as  follows: 
4,566  pupils  attending  8  graded  schools  -  at  Clinton,  Wapella,  Fanner 
City,  Kennoy,  Waynesville,  De  Witt,  Midland  City,  and  Woldon  -  and  87 
ungraded  schools;  tho  total  expenditures  during  tho  yoar  wore  $44,320.25.^ 

There  was  much  friction  between  tho  county  superintendent,  who  was 
trying  to  raise  school  standards,  and  certain  groups  that  were  opposed  to 
outside  supervision.  In  the  sketch  on  schools,  nentioned  above.  Miss 
Welch  reported  that  much  of  the  school  fund  was  wasted  through  poor  man- 
agement. She  rated  her  county  school  system  as  only  fair,  and  she  men- 
tioned better  supervision  as  the  outstanding  need."^  At  this  time,  the 
board  of  supervisors  indicated  its  antagonism  to  Miss  Welch  by  its  reso- 
lution to  pay  her  for  100  days  during  1862.^  She  asked  for  S300  to  put 
into  operation  a  new  school  system  but  her  request  was  turned  down;^  how- 
ever, in  1684,  her  appeal  was  finally  granted." 

In  January  1873,  the  board  of  supervisors  drew  up  the  following  reso- 
lutions pertaining:  to  education: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Do  Witt  County 
that  the  present  registry  law  is  useless  and  bothersome  and  a  tax  on 
the  people  without  any  benefit  resulting  therefrom  and  that  both  ex- 
perience and  economy  as  well  as  justice  and  right  demand  its  immedi- 
ate repeal. 

Resolved  second  -  that  in  our  opinion  the  present  requirements 
of  the  common  school  law  in  reference  to  the  qualifications  of  teach- 
ers is  an  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  certain  state  institu- 
tions and  injurious  to  the  masses  of  people  and  that  equity  and  good 
conscious  [sic]  demand  its  immediate  repeal. 

Resolved  third  -  that  in  our  opinion  the  county  superintendent 
of  common  schools  is  a  mere  man  of  straw  and  that  the  office  should 
be  abolished  and  a  county  board  of  examiners  elected  or  appointed  in- 
stead, thereof  [sic]  to  bo  paid  by  the  applicants  for  teaching. 

Resolved  four  -  that  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the 
record  of  this  county  and  that  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  be  trans- 
mitted to  our  senator  and  representative  from  this  county  with  our  rc- 


1.  Newton  Bateman,  corap..  Seventh  Biennial  Report  of  the  S'.iporintendont 
of  Public  Instruction.  1867-1868,  p.  476,480,482,516. 

2.  Mary  Welch,  "Common  Schools,"  History  of  Do  Witt  (Brink),  p.  109. 
Note:  total  expenditures  as  shown  in  official  report  are  $46,290.95 
(see  table  IX,  p.  61 ). 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  422,  see  entry  8. 

5.  Ibid. ,  p.  510. 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  552. 
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quest  that  they  and  each  of  then  use  every  honorable  neans  to  se- 
cure the  repeal  of  the  laws  above  referred  to.-'- 

The  first  resolution,  that  concerning  the  registry  law,  referred 
to  the  school  cnuncration  which  the  board  of  trustees  of  each  township 
liad  to  tolce.  Each  board  nas  required  by  law  to  subnit  a  stater.cnt  every 
second  year  shoning  the  condition  of  the  township  schools. 2  This  state- 
nent  was  to  contain,  anong  other  Itons,  a  report  giving  "the  nunbor  of 
persons  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  naking  a  separate  onunoration  of 
those  above  the  age  of  twelve  years  who  are  unable  to  read  and  write,  and 
the  cause  or  causes  of  their  noglect  to  educate  then."  The  opposition  to 
this  school  census  con  be  readily  understood.  Probably  nany  parents  re- 
garded this  omineration  as  an  inquisition  into  their  private  affairs. 

The  second  resolution  referred  to  the  natter  of  state  certification 
of  teachers.  County  certificates  were  granted  by  the  county  superin- 
tendent on  cxanination  or  on  attendance  at  county  nomal  schools."^  As  to 
state  certificates,  the  law  required  that  they  should  be  granted  only 
"upon  public  cxanination,  ...  in  such  branches  and  upon  such  terns  and 
by  such  exanincrs  as  the  state  superintendent  pnd  the  principal  of  the 
nornal  universities  nay  prescribe."'^'  Apparently  the  state  superintendent 
and  the  principals  of  the  nomal  universities  laid  do\7n  conditions  which 
could  be  net  only  by  attendance  at  nomal  schools.  This  was  considered 
a  discrinination  against  the  denoninational  schools. 

The  third  resolution  denounced  the  county  superintendent  and  donandod 
the  abolition  of  the  office.  This  of  course  reflected  the  opposition  of 
local  interests  which  disliked  educational  supervision.  Also,  the  reso- 
lution seens  to  inply  that  the  superintendent  had  not  boon  sufficiently 
anenr.ble  to  political  influences  in  his  granting  of  teaching  certif  icator-, . 
Shortly  after  this  tine,  the  board  resolved  that  it  would  not  p.iy  for  rmj' 
nero  printing  of  exanination  papers  for  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

This  attitude  toward  education  appears  to  have  lasted  sono  tine.  Not 
until  1903  did  the  board  create  an  education  comittee  fron  its  nenber- 
ship  to  handle  such  affairs.^  In  1911  the  county  superintendent  asked 
for  an  allowance  for  school  visitation.  The  clerk  then  recorded  the 
following:  "no  notion  nade  and  no  action  taken."'''  In  1915  the  superin- 
tendent asked  for  $30  a  nonth  for  office  assistance  and  school  visitation. 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  543,  see  entry  2. 

2.  L.  1872,  p.  713,714. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  722. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  723. 

5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  20. 

6.  Ibid. ,  V.  F,  p.  425. 

7.  Ibid.,  V.  G,  p.  318. 
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The  matter  was  tabled,'^  Four  years  later,  hovrev.er,  ,the  superintendent  _ ._, 
was  authorized  to  hire  a  clerk  at  a  salary  of  $80  a  month  for  "nine  months .'2 

An  item  of  significance  v/as  entered  into  the  county  records  in  June 
1938.  Mrs.  liarj'  Porter,  the  county  superintendent  of  schools,  appeared 
before  the  board  to  speak  about  Senate  Bill  llo,  6,  She  explained  that 
she  believed  it  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  general  public 
and  requested  the  board  to  exert  its  irfluence  against  the  bill.  A  com- 
mittee was  promptly  appointed  to  represent  the  county  at  Springfield  on 
this  matter,  also  on  the  general  relief  question»3  Senate  Bill  No,  6  in- 
troduced a  few  days  earlier  in  the  special  session  of  1938,  provided  for 
the  creation  of  a  State  Board  of  Education,  which  should  be  authorized  to 
require  sworn  annual  budgets  from  schools  before  they  could  share  in  the 
common  school  fund,  and  ivhich  should  also  prescribe  standards  for  a  mini- 
mum program  of  education.  The  bill  was  tabled. 4 

During  the  school  year  1936-37,  the  school  population  (6  to  21  years) 
of  De  Witt  County  ims  6,314,  of  whom  2,999  were  enrolled  in  elementary  and 
1,091  in  secondary  schools»5  There  vrere  six  4-year  high  schools  located 
as  follows:  Clinton,  Famer  City,  Kenney,  Wapella,  Y<aynesville,  and 
Weldon.e  The  total  value  of  all  school  property  vras  01,486,950;  the  total 
amount  of  taxes  levied  for  school  purposes  during  the  year  was  $307,156; 
the  bonded  indebtedness  was  vl45, 050,7  The  total  number  of  teachers, 
elementary  and  secondary,  including  supervisors,  was  206,8  There  were  no 
private  schools  in  the  county, 9 

Administration  of  Poor  Relief 

Old  Pauper  System,  1839-1870 

The  pauper  system  adopted  by  De  Vfitt  Countj'  in  183S  was  based  on  a 
series  of  state  laws  extending  back  to  territorial  days.  The  fundamental 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  D,  p.  520,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid,,  v.  E,  p.  144. 

3,  Ibid . ,  V,  I,  p.  320, 

4,  Illinois  Legislative  Reference  Bureau,  Final  Legislative  Synopsis  and 
Digest,  No,  6,  Action  on  all  Bills  and  Resolutions  Received  to  July'  1, 
1936,  First  Special  Session,  60th  General  Assembly,  p.  10, 

5,  E.  L.  Coberly  and  Staff,  comp,.  Statistical  Report  of  the  Superintendent 
Df  Public  Instruction,  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  l'5"37,  p.  2,5,8, 

6,  TFid,,  p.  TW, 

7,  Ibidf,,  p,  40,41. 

8,  TETcT.,  p.  16, 

9,  TBia:,,  p,  44, 
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principles  of  the  system,  derived  orieinally  from  the  Elizabethan  poor 
laws  of  England,  were  quite  widely  accepted  throughout  the  United  States 
at  this  time. 

In  1807,  a  law  of  Indiana  Territory  provided  that  the  county  court 
in  the  several  counties  should  appoint  two  overseers  of  the  poor  for  each 
township.   These  overseers  were  instructed  to  farm  out  to  the  lowest 
bidders  all  persons  who  had  become  public  charges,  and  they  vrerc  author- 
ized to  put  out  as  apprentices  (bind  out)  all  poor  children  whose  parents 
Y;ore  dead  or  iverc  unable  to  support  them.  After  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  the  new  state  of  Illinois  continued  this  system. 2  in  1827  the 
county  commissioners  of  the  several  counties  were'  vested  vdth  entire  and 
exclusive  supcrintcndcncy  of  the  poor  in  their  respective  counties.^  In 
1839,  however,  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  justice's  district,  "in 
conjunction  vdth  such  person  to  bo  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners' 
court  irl  the  several  counties,"  v/crc  made  overseers  of  the  poor.   These 
overseers  vrerc  requiro>d  to  make  a  full  report  of  their  activities  to  each 
session  of  the  countj'-  commissioners'  court.  The  sojne  lav;  authorized  the 
commissioners  to  establish  a  county  poor  farm  for  the  care  of  the  indi- 
gent as  an  alternative  to  the  system  of  district  overseers. 

The  care  of  the  poor  was  no  more  than  a  minor  problem  during  the 
early  years  of  Dc  Witt  County.   In  March  1840  the  county  court  made  the 
follovang  appointments  as  overseers  of  the  poor:   Joseph  Bov/les,  Clinton 
District;  John  Montgomery  for  Neireastle,  Wayncsvillc,  and  Long  Point  Dis- 
tricts; and  Daniel  Robbins  for  liarion,  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  Sangamon  Dis- 
tricts.  Thereafter,  little  mention  v.'as  made  of  the  overseers.  A  fcv; 
other  items  concerning  poor  relief,  hovrcvcr,  v/cro  entered  from  time  to 
time.  In  December  1839  the  court  ordered  the  sheriff  to  bring  in  the 
body  of  a  minor  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  lav;.  When  the  orphrji  v.'as 
brought  in  the  next  day,  the  court  ordered  Jrjnes  Vandcvcntcr,  one  of  its 
members,  to  keep  the  boy  until  the  Ijarch  term,  or  to  find  a  suitable  homo 
for  him  elsewhere."  At   the  next  session  of  the  court,  the  youth  was  in- 
dentured to  George  Lemon,  who  contracted  "to  care  for  Board  Cloth  and 
School  until  21  years  Old  then  give  him  a  Horse  Saddle  and  Bridle  worth 
$75.00  and  a  Suit  of  fine  cloth. ""^  A  short  time  later,  another  minor  was 
bound  out  to  David  J.  Ely  while  his  sister  was  put  into  the  care  of 
Anderson  Bov;lcs  until  the  next  term  of  court."  Other  indigent  persons 


1.  Po pc ' s  Digest,  V.  II,  in  Collections  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical 
Library,  v.  XXX,  Law  Series,  IV,  497,4^8. 

2.  L.  1819,  p.  127-39. 

3.  R.L.  1827,  p.  309,310, 

4.  L.  1839,  p.  138. 

5.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  43,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  29. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  33. 

8.  Ibid. ,  p.  46. 
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were  farmed  out  by  the  district  ovorseors  to  tho  lowest  bidders,  who 
were  then  paid  by  the  county  court.  The  number  of  adult  paupers  v^-as  vory 
small.   Yot  liko  most  other  countias,  De  Witt  did  havo  its  "pet  pauper" 
v/ho  vras  the  object  of  public  support  year  after  year.  For  example,  in 
Soptombor  1847,  the  court  ordered  Ol»37  bo  paid  to  B.  L.  Cundiff  "for 
coffee,  Tobacco  and  moving  a  pauper  •  •  ,"1  A  year  later,  Benjamin  C-old- 
smith  vK.s   allowed  $10  for  boarding  this  pauper  during  the  preceding  throe 
months. 2  At  nearly  ovcrj'  court  session,  a  small  payment  would  bo  allov/od 
for  some  scjall  item  of  merchandise  allov.'cd  to  this  man.  In  184S  the  court 
ordered  $50  to  bo  paid  to  Dr.  James  A.  Loi.ion  for  amputating  one  of  his 
logs,  v25  to  be  paid  "when  the  Limb  is  amputated  and  the  other  $25  to  be 
dravm  when  the  Limb  is  cured. "3  The  patient  did  not  survive  the  operation, 
and  for  this  reason  (the  limb  not  being  "cured")  the  court  had  to  make  a 
special  order  allovdng  Dr.  Lemon  his  second  $25.  At  the  sane  time,  the 
court  completed  its  responsibility  for  the  indigent  when  it  allov:ed  Cl9 
to  Jacob  Silvers  for  "Boarding  attending  and  funeral  Ex^:'ence  on  a  pauper 
during  his  last  illness «"4 

During  this  period  the  overseers  of  the  poor  were  officials  without 
much  to  do.  In  most  cases  relatives  could  be  found  to  care  for  indigent 
persons,  nevertheless,  the  county  court  adopted  the  poor  farm  system  for 
a  very  brief  period.  In  1856  a  farm  -.ms  purchased  from  A.  M.  Pharis  for 
$1,750,5  John  K.  Alsop  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  poor  farm;  by 
his  contract  ho  was  obligated  "to  keep  L   maintain  good  order  at  the  place 
to  pay  rent  [§105j  ;'n.thin  12  months  from  date  hereof  he  is  to  keep  all 
the  paupers  that  may  be  in  the  county  paying  for  their  boarding  L   washing 
the  customary  price  deducting  Labor  of  Pauper."G 

This  poor  farm  was  continued  in  operation  only  four  years.  In 
September  1860  the  board  of  supervisors,  serving  its  second  term  after  re- 
placing the  county  court,  voted  to  sell  the  county  fai'm  to  the  higiiest 
bidder. 7  The  price  received  for  the  farm  was  $1,202.0  At  the  same  time, 
a  resolution  was  passed  requesting  each  tovmship  to  take  care  of  its  ov.ti 
poor.9  This  resolution  v;as  followed  tv;o  days  later  by  another  petitioning 
tlie  De  ■'.Yitt  representatives  in  the  General  Assembly  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  lavf  requiring  "each  to^vnship  in  De  Y/itt  Co  to  support  its  cwn  poor  in- 


1,  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  276,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid.,  p.  501, 

3,  iHT.,  p.  343. 

4,  TExS,,    p.  351. 

5,  Ibid.,  V.  B,  p.  149. 

6,  Ibid.,  p.  207. 

7,  Ibid.,  V.  C,  p.  79, 

8,  iHT.,  p.  82. 

9,  Ibid.,  p.  65, 
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stead  of  having  this  done  "by  tho  County  as  at  present  Iselicving  that  there 
is  a  decided  majority  of  Each  tOTm  in  favor  of  the  above  change  Except 
tho  totm  of  Clinton. "1 

Daring  tho  following  decade,  tho  farming-out  systcn  was  resstahlishod. 
Tor  example,  in  February  1862,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  by  tho 
board  "to  hire  out,  let  out,  or  dispose  of  all  county  paupers  as  they  think 
best  for  the  interests  of  tho  county."  Each  township  supervisor  was  re- 
quired to  report  his  paupers  to  tho  conmittoo.^  The  following  year,  John 
Adliinson  was  appointed  special  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  whole  county 
and  was  to  keep  the  paupers  in  his  hone.*^  In  1864,  Thomas  Harris  was  em- 
ployed (apparently  ho  was  the  lowest  bidder)  to  keep  the  paupers  for  the 
following  year  at  $2.50  a  week  for  cn.ch  ono.^  Harris  was  reemployed  tho 
next  year  but  in  1866,  Thomas  HcAvoy  obtained  the  job  by  making  a  bid  of 
$2.25  a  week.S  Apparently,  however,  this  system  did  not  give  complete 
satisfaction.  As  early  as  1861  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  tho 
establishment  of  another  poor  farm."  Again,  in  1867,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  purchase  a  farm  for  a  pauper  hone,  which  fan-,  should  be  of  160 
acres  and  not  nearer  than  three  miles  to  a  depot  or  town.   Nevertheless, 
tho  purchase  was  not  completed  until  1870. 

During  this  period,  a  number  of  interesting  provisions,  somewhat  un- 
related, were  made  concerning  the  care  of  the  poor.  In  J\xnel865  tho  over- 
seer of  tho  poor  was  required  "to  look  after  and  Send  Such  of  the  pauper 
children  to  the  Public  School  as  ho  in  his  judgment  think  are  capable  of 
receiving  instruction  taught  in  Such  School."^  At  the  same  tine  the  over- 
seer of  the  poor  was  instructed  to  send  all  paupers  to  their  relatives  or 
to  friends,  and  ho  was  authorized  to  call  on  the  board  for  transportation 
costs.   A  short  time  later,  $15  was  allowed  to  A.  3.  Hull  for  talcing  a 
poor  fpjnily  to  Cairo.  '^  The  medical  care  of  the  poor  was  let  out,  apparent- 
ly  to  tho  lowest  bidder.  In  1864,  Dr.  J.  H.  Madden  was  hired  "to  take 
care  of  tho  poor  of  county,  giving  medicine  &  surgical  care,  for  $150  or 
$175. "11 


1. 

Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  72, 

^c^q  entry  2 
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TvYo  months  later,  Dr.  Ifedden  was  allov/ed  v25  extra  for  a  surgical  operation.^ 
In  1869  the  board  resolved  that  it  would  not  hire  any  doctor  belonging  to 
the  De  VJ^itt  County  Medical  Association  until  further  notice,^ 

County  Poor  Farm,  1870  to  Present 

After  discussing  for  several  years  the  matter  of  a  new  poor  fai-m,  the 
board  fin£.lly  took  action  in  December  1870,  purcliasing  EOO  acres  three 
miles  from  Clinton  for  the  purpose, 3  The  records  were  silent  about  the  de- 
tails of  the  purchase  since  the  board  merely  ratified  the  action  of  the 
coi-mittoo.  The  board  then  ordered  that  the  payment  of  the  farm  should  be 
made  in  county  orders  bearing  ten  percent  interest,  payable  in  one,  tivo,  and 
three  years  from  date .4  In  February  1871  the  committee  was  ordered  to  make 
a  full  report  of  its  activities  in  purchasing  and  stocking  the  poor  farm.S 
There  is,  hov/ovor,  no  record  of  such  a  report. 

Some  of  the  details  of  the  purchase  were  brought  to  light  several  yo.'.rs 
later.   In  1874  a  committoe  v/as  appointed  to  investigate  the  financing  of 
the  poor  farm.  This  committee,  unable  to  find  much  inforraation  in  the  offi- 
cial county  records,  made  every  effort  to  get  at  the  facts  by  turning  to 
other  sources,^  Under  the  leadership  of  Robert  Ifalker  this  committee  made 
no  charges  or  accusations  but  it  did  set  dovm  in  forthright  language  such 
facts  as  it  was  able  to  find.   The  contract  price  for  the  200-acre  fam, 
v/hich  apparently  did  not  have  many  improvements,  was  09* 500,  a  value  of 
y47»50  an  acre,7  At  this  tine  the  average  value  of  improved  land,  exclud- 
ing the  i;r.provements,  was  510*99  in  De  V.'itt  County, 8  The  coinmittee  found 
also  that  (-4,578,67  "seemed"  to  have  been  spent  in  building  the  house,  buy- 
ing teams,  stock,  farming  tools,  household  furniture,  seeds,  and  provisions 
for  the  first  year.  The  financing  of  these  various  items  could  only  be 
guessed  at,  since  the  records  were  silent.  Bonds  to  the  amount  of  v5,000 
appeared  to  have  been  issued,  although  there  v/as  no  legal  authority  for  suci 
issue.  As  to  the  expenses  and  income  of  the  poor  farrri  during  the  preceding 
two  years,  the  comriiittec  reft\scd  oven  to  hazard  a  guess  because  it  had  found 
the  records  in  a  very  imperfect  condition. 

This  report  v/as  filed  but  not  accepted.   The  board  imraediately  appoint- 
ed a  second  coinmittee,  giving  as  the  reason  the  fact  that  T/alker  and  his 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  246,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid.,  p,  435, 

3,  Ibid.,  p,  472, 

4,  Ibid,,  p,  475, 

5,  Ibid,,  p.  479, 

6,  Ibid.,  p,  588, 

7,  Ibid, 

8,  *' Biennial  Report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  to  the  Twenty-Sixth 
General  Assembly,"  included  as  separate  section  in  L.  1869,  p,  105. 
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group  had  admittedly  been  -onahle  "from  the  records  and  reports  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  or  amounts  of  revenue  expended  by  said  purchasing  com- 
mittee".■'■  Three  months  later,  this  second  committee  made  its  report,  hav- 
ing found  on  the  sworn  statements  of  the  members  of  the  purchasing  com- 
mittee that  they  had  not  misappropriated  any  county  funds.''  This  report  was 
accepted  and  ordered  filed. 

In  the  period  since  1870  the  county  has  spent  a  largo  sum  on  buildings 
for  tho  poor  farm.  In  1875  a  barn  was  ordered  built  at  a  cost  not  to  ex- 
ceed $800.3  Throe  years  later,  a  building  was  erected  for  the  care  of  the 
sick,  but  no  details  were  given. ^  Extonsivo  repairs  were  ordered  during 
tho  next  fow  years. ^  Following  this  period,  apparently  few  repairs  and  no 
additions  wcro  mado  for  twenty-fivo  years.  In  1905  tho  poor  farm  committee 
reported  that  tho  main  building  was  not  satisfactory,  also  that  there  was 
no  post  house  on  the  fr>,rn,  although  the  state  law  required  ono  in  each 
county.  The  committee  recommended  that  a  now  house  be  built  for  the  over- 
seer so  that  tho  old  building  might  bo  employed  as  a  post  house.  Tho  bcard 
gave  the  committee  the  power  to  make  the  necessary  changes. °  A  year  later 
tho  committee  reported  the  total  cost  of  tho  new  building  as  $4,049.50. 
At  the  same  time,  a  small  building  was  constructed  on  the  farm  for  Eddie 
Carr.  This  man  had  a  conservator  who  paid  tho  county  for  his  care.^ 
Shortly  afterwards,  extensive  f?.rn  improvements  were  built. ^  Meanwhile, 
the  board  of  supervisors  recognized  the  need  for  a  new  residence.  In  1908 
the  board  authorized  the  sale  of  a  40-acre  timber  tract,  supposedly  a  part 
of  the  poor  farm  but  actuallj'  too  far  away  to  be  used  as  a  part  pf  it,  the 
proceeds  of  which  sale  were  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a  new  house. ^ 
No  action  was  taken.  The  following  year,  the  poor  farm  committee  recommend- 
ed the  erection  of  a  thoroughly  modem  building  with  living  quarters  and 
laundry  under  the  samo  roof.  The  proposal  was  studied  but  postponed  be- 
cause the  funds  v/ore  not  available.    In  1913  the  poor  farm  committee  re- 
ported that  the  small  frame  buildings  used  on  the  farm  were  unfit  for  habi- 
tation, since  they  wcro  not  properly  heatod,  lighted,  and  ventilated,  and  were 
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hard  to  keep   clean,     the  committee  recommended  a  modern  fireproof  struc- 
tijre.l     The  'boaxd  agreed  to  proceed  with  the  construction  as  soon  as 
funds  "became  available.     The  "building  should  "be  42  "by  80  feet,    two 
stories  in  height  with  a  "basement,    and  furnished  with  modern  equipment, 
the  total  cost  of  which  v/as   estimated  to  bo  $25,000,2     iphe  construction 
was   started  soon  afterwards  but  v;as  not   completed  until  oarly  in  1915,"^ 
Ton  years  lator,   following  the  destruction  of  the  superintendent's  resi- 
dence by  fire,    the  public  building  committoe  was  authorized  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  construction  of  a  now  building,^     In  1927   the  pest 
house  was  repaired  and  reconditioned.^ 

The  financial  reports  of  the  poor  farm  axe  of  some  significance. 
In  1875  the  invoice  of  the  property  on  the  farm  v;as  fixed  at  $5,073.85.° 
This   amount  showed  little  change  during  the  next  few  years.     For  1887 
the  sv5)erintendent  reported  his   total   ex;penditures  as  $1,390.98,    v/hile 
his   total   receipts  were  $1,014.98;'''  the  following  year,   receipts  were 
$1,242.34  and  expenditures  were  $1,230.75,8      In  1901    the  invoice  of 
personal  property  was   $4,508.58,    the  receipts   (for  1900)   were  $2,003.17, 
and  expenditures  were   $1,623,85.9      in  1910  the   total    inventory  amounted 
to   $10,376  of  which,    $8,167.05  was  livestock  and  machinery.^0     At   this 
time,    and  also  during  the  later  years,    the  receipts  continued  to  ex- 
ceed the  expenditures. 

The  superintendent  of' the  poor  farm  has  alvrays  been  appointed  for 
one-year  terms,   although  details  of  appointment  have  varied.     In  1874 
the  poor  farm  committee  was  instructed  to  hire  Henry  Stauffcr  for   ten 
months  at  a  salary  of   $700. ^■'-     In  1881   the  board  advertised  for  bids, 
then  hired  a  man  by  the  name  of  More  at  a  salary  of  $850, ^^     The  fol- 
lowing year,    after   the  resignation  of  More,    the  board  considered 
thirteen  applicants,    from  which  group   it   selected  Eenry  C,   Henson, 
who  v/as  to  receive  $750  a  year.-^^    Henson  was  reappointed  several 
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tines.  In  1901,  J.  W.  Foster  was  selected  at  a  salary  of  $50  a  month;-'- 
in  1904,  however,  ho  was  allowed  $200  oxtra  conponsation.   For  1921  the 
salary  was  increased  to  $1,200.^  In  Soptembor  1928  an  intcrectlnfe  pro~ 
posal  was  dohatod.  The  notion  was  nado  that  the  selection  of  the  superin- 
tendent and  natron  of  the  poor  fam  should  not  be  nndo  a  political  issucv. 
The  motion  did  not  carry .^  On  Soptcnbcr  10,  1940,  Hr.  and  Urs.   Charles 
Stivers  were  rehired  for  the  coning  year  at  a  joint  salary  of  $1,000  to 
be  paid  in  county  warrants  drawn  monthly,^ 

The  poor  fam  conr.ittee  has  nade  frequent  reports  on  the  conditions 
at  the  farm.  The  report  of  May  1878  was  as  follows:   "Report  of  Sani- 
tary condition  of  the  county  house  Saturday  Hay  5,  1878.  No.  Inmates 
(30)  adults  (19)  children  (ll)  a  number  of  the  adults  are  old  and  help- 
less -  One  Mrs.  Cartnill  is  by  her  fanily  Record  105  years  Old  -  Six 
of  the  females  arc  insane.  Conditions  at  county  House  arc  good."" 
Usually,  howovor,  tho  connittee  would  report  conditions  as  satisfactory 
without  going  into  detail.  For  example,  in  June  1937  the  farm  was  re- 
ported in  first  class  condition  with  the  inmates  well  cared  for.  The 
commlttoo  had  no  suggestions  to  make. 

The  method  of  caring  for  dependent  children  has  varied.  During 
the  early  years  children  wcro  kept  at  tho  poor  farm  with  other  indl* 
gent  persons.  In  1876  tho  poor  farm  comiiittec  was  instructed  to  nako 
arrangements  with  tho  district  school  directors  so  that  the  children 
on  the  fam  night  attend  the  nearest  school."  The  system  of  binding 
out,  however,  was  not  abandoned.  In  1871  a  colored  child  was  bound 
out  to  Janos  Franklin.^  Even  the  children  on  tho  poor  frm  might  bo 
bound  put  on  application  duly  ondorsod  by  tho  proper  tcmship  super- 
visor.    In  1883  tho  chairman  of  the  board  was  instructed  to  bind 
out  all  children  who  had  become  coxinty  charges. ^^  Nevertheless,  it 
appears  from  the  records  that  most  of  the  dependent  children  continued 
to  be  cared  for  on  tho  farn.  In  1897  the  board  entered  into  a  contract 
with  tho  Illinois  Childrons'  Homo  Society  of  Chicago  whereby  this  or- 
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ganization  rras  to  care  for  the  dependent  children  of  the  county,  the 
board  agreeing  to  pay  ^50  for  each  child  so  taken. 1  Even  after  this 
time,  some  of  the  children  reiriained  on  the  farm.  In  18S9  the  board 
resolved  that  the  others  should  bo  placed  in  homes  as  soon  as  possible, 2 
Since  this  time,  children  have  not  been  kept  at  the  poor  ff.m,  except 
for  temporary  periods. 

Feeble-minded  children  v/ere  kept  at  the  poor  farm  for  a  few  years 
during  the  1870' s.   In  1377,  however,  the  board  ordered  the  feeble- 
minded children  removed  from  the  farm  and  placed  in  the  state  insti- 
tution recently  established  for  the  purpose .3  Two  years  previously 
the  De  Vifitt  supervisors  had  tried  to  secure  the  location  of  this  state 
asylum  at  Clinton. 4 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  poor  farm,  insane  persons  v;ere 
sent  to  the  state  hospital  for  the  insane,  the  expenses  of  vdiich  care 
were  borne  in  part  by  the  county.   In  1877,  part,  or  all,  of  the  De 
TTitt  County  inmates  were  removed  and  placed  in  the  poor  house. 5  Five 
years  later  the  poor  farm  committee  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans 
for  a  building  at  the  county  home  to  confine  insane  persons. 6  This 
building  vias   never  constructed.  Apparently  the  system  of  caring  for 
the  insane  on  the  poor  farm  vras  not  satisfactory  since  in  1888  the 
records  disclosed  that  the  county  had  eleven  insane  persons  in  the 
hospital  at  Kankakee  and  sixteen  at  JacksonvillG.7  Under  this  system 
of  care  for  the  insane  poor,  the  county  was  required  to  make  a  pay- 
ment every  six  months  for  clothing  and  other  incidental  expenses. 8 
Each  county  was  allovred  a  quota  for  patients  in  the  asylum  of  its  dis- 
trict, a  number  which  might  be  exceeded  under  certain  conditions.   The 
law  of  1881  fixed  the  De  w'itt  quota  at  nine.  In  1888,  as  noticed  above, 
this  quota  vras  greatly  exceeded.  A  few  years  later  some  of 
these  patients  h^d  to  bo  removed, 9  probably  because  of  ovorcrcwding. 
In  1397  the  board  made  arrangements  to  have  its  insane  poor  cared  for 
on  the  poor  farm  of  Livingston  County,  by  v:hich  contract  De  vVitt  was 
to  pay  §2.50  a  week  for  each  patient.  At  this  time,  five  persons 
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were  renoved  from  Kanlcrkee   to  Livingston  County,^     The  records  do  not 
disclose  how  long  this  arrangement  was  continued.     About  1900,   however, 
public  opinion  in  Illinois  began  to  demand  exclusive   state  care  for 
the  insane.     A  law  of  1907  provided  that  as  soon  as  sufficient  state 
acconnodations  could  be  built  no  insane  poor  should  be  permitted  to   re- 
main under  county  care.^ 

The  care  of  the  poor  remained  a  county  responsibility  in  De  Witt 
u:itil  1931.      Special   state  laws  prior  to  1870*^  had  authorized  a  number 
of  counties  by  popular  vote   to  adopt  township  care  of  the  poor.      In 
1860  the  De  Vfitt  boeird,    over  the  protest  of   the  Clintonia  supervisor, 
had  requested  the  General  Assembly  as  noticed  above, 4  for  this  special 
privilege.     Apparently  this  movement  for  separate   township  care  was 
connected  with  the  abandonment  of   the  first  county  poor  house.     De  Witt 
County,   ho\7ever,   was  never  authorized  to  vote  on  separate  care,    al- 
thou^  during  the  1860's  many  other  counties  were  granted  this  privi- 
lege. 5     Hence  the  county  continued  to  administer  the  poor  laws  and  to 
pcXi'  all   the  costs.      Since  De  Witt  has  been  governed  \andcr  township  or- 
gTinization,    the  various  to',vn  supervisors  have   served,    ex  officio,    as 
overseers  of  the  poor.      In  Clintonia  Township  there  has  been  a  special 
overseer  of  the  poor,    appointed  by  the  county  boa.rd  and  paid  out  of 
county  funds »^ 

In  1876,    several  years  after   the  establishment  of   the   second  poor 
farm,    the  bocird  resolved  that  it  would  not  authorize  ajny  relief  to 
poor  persons  outside  the  poorhouse,'''  but   this  rule  did  not  remain  in 
force  very  long.     During  later  years  the  board  appropriated  annuj?J.ly 
tax  funds,   usually  about  $1,500,    for  the  care  of  indigent  persons 
outside  the  poorhouse.     But  in  1927   the  old  policy  was  adopted  again 
in  the  following  resolution:      "Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 


1.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.   F,  p.   91-93,    see  entrj'  2. 

2.  1.    1907,   p.    67. 

3.  The  Constitution  of  1870  prohibited  the  General  Assemibly  from 
pfesGing  aaiy   special  legislation  (Art.    IV,    sec.   22). 

4»     S3e  p.   55,66. 

5.      Sophonisba  P.   Breckinridge,   The  Illinois  Poor  Law  and  Its  Aamini s- 

tration,   p.   28.     Hereinafter  referred  to  as  Breckinridge,    The 

Illinois  Poor  Law. 


6.  An  act  of  1877   (L.   1877,   p.   143)  provided  that  such  an  official 
mi^t  be  appointed  in  townships  of  4,000  population  or  over.     With- 
out delay,   James  DeLand  of  Clintonia  Township  requested  the  board 
make   such  an  appointment,   irtiich  was  later  done   (Supervisors' 
Record,    v.   D,   p.   132,205). 

7.  Supervisors'   Record,    v,   D,   p.    154,    see  entry  2. 
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of  D©  Witt  Covuity,  Illinois  that  all  persons,  except  women  with 
children,  desiring  aid  from  De  Vv'itt  County  and  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  county  for  Support  must  be  taken  care  of  at  county  Farm."l  Persons 
with  any  property  who  applied  for  admission  to  the  county  hone  v.'oro  re- 
quired to  transfer  their  rer.l  and  personal  property  to  the  county  be- 
fore they  could  bo  accepted  as  inmates, ^ 

Other  Forms  of  Public  Assistance 


The  system  of  medical  care  of  the  poor  has  varied  from  timo  to  tine. 
In  1882  each  tovmship  supervisor  was  requested  to  make  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  the  medical  cere  of  his  poor,^  I'ho  funds  for  this  pur- 
pose, however,  were  appropriated  out  of  the  county  treasury;  at  this 
time,  about  $750  was  spent  annually  for  this  purpose,^  By  1890  this  ap- 
propriation lifld  increased  to  $900,5  v/hich  was  the  usual  amount  spent 
during  the  years  follcfiving.  In  1917,  Dr.  George  Edmonson  offered  to  do 
all  the  sur~ical  work  of  the  county  for  the  poor,  asking  only  that  the 
county  should  pay  the  hospital  bills.  The  board  accepted  and  voted 
thanks  to  him  for  his  liberal  offer, 6 

The  county  board  has  always  fixed  the  rates  to  be  allowed  for  the 
burial  expenses  of  the  poor.  In  1862  the  board  resolved  that  it  vfould 
allow  only  $5  for  coffins  for  pauiiers,'''  By  1910  the  amount  allowed  for 
burial  expenses  was  120.^  Ten  years  later,  $50  was  allo'^ved,^  In 
December  1939  the  board  fixed  a  srchedulc  of  rates,  ranging  from  $20 
to  $100,  depending  upon  the  size  of  the  casket, l*^ 

In  1903  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  law  providing  that  counties 
might  contribute  public  money  for  the  support  of  needy  blind  persons,^ 
De  Tf'itt  County,  hov;cvcr,  did  not  use  this  povvcr  until  1915,  In  March 
1905  tliroe  applications  for  blind  relief  wero  read  but  were  tabled, ^2 
Ten  years  later,  one  of  these  same  persons  applied  againj  his  applica- 
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tion  was  referred  to  the  poor  corunittee.   In  1916  a  list  of  applications 
was  read,  following  which  a  motion  was  passed  to  allow  the  applicants 
.■JlSC^  Apparently  the  hoard  used  its  own  iudj^ent  in  passing  en  these 
claims  since  at  this  tine  it  refused  to  appoint  an  examiner  for  blind  ap- 
plicants.^  In  1928,  at  which  tine  eiphtoen  blind  persons  were  drawing  a 
total  of  $6,000,  the  board  voted  to  require  a  reexamination  of  tl'.ese  pen- 
sioners, and  it  sot  up  a  permanent  oommittoo  to  examine  all  such  claims,^ 
In  1936  tho  tax  rate  for  this  purpose  \ms  two  cents  on  one  hundred  dol- 
lars of  assessed  valuation;  in  1939  it  was  four  cents, ^  The  number 
dravdnc  such  peniions  has  gradually  increased  from  ten  in  1916  to  tvrentj'- 
seven  in  1939;  tho  amount  paid  out  has  risen  from  $3,000  to  C4,021,' 

The  state  provided  for  aid  to  anotV.er  group  in  1913  when  it  enacted 
a  law  permitting  counties  to  grant  support  to  indigent  mothers  of  small 
cliildren.   Tivo  years  later  tho  De  'Witt  board  granted  .^360  for  this  pur- 
pose, from  which  fund  two  mothers  received  pensions.   During  each  of 
the  next  three  years,  $180  was  paid  to  one  mother.    Then  in  Jiino  1919 
the  board  agreed  to  pension  mothers  who  woro  widov/s  with  children  under 
fourteen. ^^  In  that  year,  nine  mothers  received  v2, 916,12  During  tho 
1920' s,  however,  the  number  of  ponsioncrs  was  much  smaller,  except  in 
1927,  when  $3,360  vms  paid  to  eight  mothers. ^^  Finally,  in  1936,  a  new 
policy  was  adopted,  as  a  result  of  which  thirty-six  mothers  received 
.'"ejOOO.-^^  There  has  boon  little  change  since  that  year.  In  September 
1!?40  a  tax  rate  of  four  cents  was  levied  for  mothers'  pensions. 15  A 
report  of  July  1940  showed  that  ninety  persons  were  dopcndcnt  on  such 
f'.id.    The  administration  of  those  pensions  is  under  the  county  court. 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  G,  p.  543,  sec  entry  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  V.  H,  p.  16, 

3.  Ibid. ,  p,  5, 

4.  THl,,  p.  480. 

5.  lT}id.,  V.  I,  p.  249. 

6.  THd". ,  p.  383. 

7.  Ibid.,  V.  K,  p.  23;  Register  of  ipplication  for  Blind  Relief,  v.  1, 
p.  1-16,  see  entry  14. 

8.  L.  1913,  p.  127. 

9.  Probate  Journal,  v,  24,  p,  119,  see  entry  156, 

10,  Ibid.,  p,  355,518;  Mother's  Pension  Record,  v.  A,  p.  1-59,  see  entry 

T^r  — 

1  1.   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  123,  see  entry  2, 

1  2.  Mother's  Pension  Record,  v.  A,  p.  1-59,  see  entry  12. 

1  3.   Ibid. 

1  --■ .  TEid. 

1  5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  426,  see  entry  2. 

16,  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Ccmmisaion,  Monthly  Bulletin  on  Relief 

Statistics,  VII,  No,  7  (July  1940),  120,  Kereinaftor  referred  to  as 

Konthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics,  July  1940, 
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Sine©  Illinois  has  not  ccsnplied  with  the  provisions  of  the  National 
Social  Security  Act,  v/'hich  provides  Federal  grants-in-aid  for  dependent 
children,  local  tax  payers,  as  well  as  the  mothers  and  children  af- 
fected, are  not  yet  benefited  by  this  aid, 

A  third  form  of  public  assistance  is  the  Federal-state  system  of 
old  age  assistance,  popularly  called  old  age  pensions.  Under  this 
system  the  local  public  welfare  officials  make  monthly  payments  to  indi- 
gent persons  65  years  of  age  and  ovcrj  the  Federal  Government  then  makes 
grants-in-aid  to  the  state  to  cover  fifty  percent  of  all  payments  not 
exceeding  $30  a  month, ■'■  The  administration  of  old  ago  assistance  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  county  superintendent  of  public  welfare,  v;ho  is  paid 
from  state  funds »^  This  service  is  no  burden  on  the  county  treasury 
since  the  state  not  only  bears  the  costs  of  administration  but  also  ap- 
propriates funds  for  monthly  benefits,  sloaring  this  latter  expense  v<-ith 
the  Federal  government.  The  payments  of  old  age  assistance  began  in 
De  ViTitt  County  during  1936, "^  In  June  1940  there  were  575  persons  in 
the  county  dependent  on  old  age  assistance.*  Apparently  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  service  caused  some  friction  with  the  county  board.  In 
December  1939,  Mecca  Mclntyre,  the  county  superintendent  of  public 
welfare,  appeared  before  the  board  to  explain  that  she  had  to  move  from 
the  courthouse  because  of  inadequate  space.   She  asked  the  board  to  vay 
the  expenses  of  rent,  electricity,  and  telephone.  The  supervisors 
voted  to  pay  the  telephone  bill  but  no  other  expense, 6 

Unemployment  Relief  During  the  Depression 

The  groat  depression  of  1929  and  the  years  following  brought  a 
tremendous  need  for  emergency  relief.  In  1930  the  Federal  census 
counted  in  Do  Witt  County,  213  persons  totally  unemployed  and  109 
others  on  temporary  layoffs  without  pay.^  During  the  next  several 
years,  as  the  depression  deepened  the  figures  on  unemployment  rose  rap- 
idly. 


1,  This  was  raised  to  $40  a  month  by  a  Federal  law  of  1939, 

2,  L.  1937,  p.  451,452, 

3,  Supervisors'  Record,  v,  I,  p,  213,  see  entry  2, 

4,  Monthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics,  July  1940,  p,  120, 

5,  Supervisors'  RecorH",  v.  I,  p,  391, 

6-,  U,  S,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United  States; 
1950,  Unemployment  Bulletin,  Illinois,  Unemployment  Returns  fey 
Classes,  p,  30, 
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Long  boforo  the  depression  rer;chcd  its  depth,  the  system  of  county 
support  for  the  poor  collr.pscd.  Even  during  the  prosperous  twenties, 
which,  however,  wore  none  too  prosperous  in  agricultural  districts  such 
ns  De  Witt,  the  cr.ro  of  the  poor  v/ns  an  onerous  burden  on  the  trucpayers. 
Tn  1928,  Dc  ^Vitt  County  r.lloted  ^20,000  out  of  its  corporate  levy  of 
i89,680  for  poor  relief. ^  In  1929,  030,000  out  of  r.  corporctc  levy  of 
$104,680  vrcnt  for  poor  relief;  in  1930,  (<26,000  out  of  ^96,780,^  Then, 
as  the  need  for  relief  increased  month  by  month,  the  ability  of  the 
county  to  meet  this  need  steadily  decreased.  The  corporate  levy  for 
the  county  declined  as  follov/s  during  the  next  three  years:   1931, 
i;83,680;  1932,  $65,480;  1953,  |63, 550.3 

Confronted  by  increased  need  and  decreased  financial  resources,  the 
county  authorities  throughout  the  state  began  asking  assistrjicc  from 
the  General  Assembly, '  Moreover,  statutory  limitations  on  the  taxing 
povrcr  of  ctnjntics  intensified  the  general  relief  crisis.  A  law  of  1927 
had  reduced  the  corporate  tojc  limit  of  counties  from  fifty  to  twenty-five 
ccntE;^  certain  functions,  such  as  blind  relief,  mothers!  pensions,  and 
highvmys,  were  excluded  from  the  corporate  levy  but  poor  relief  Tvas 
included.  Hence  when  the  depression  intensified  relief  neods,  the 
counties  were  unable  to  respond. 

As  Q  result  of  applications  for  relief  from  county  authorities, 
the  General  Assembly  in  1931  hastily  enftcted  the  so-called  "Finn  Bill," 
which  iniposed  the  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  poor  upon  the 
townships, °  thus  relieving  counties  under  tovmship  orgraiization  from 
an  embarrassing  obligation.  The  avowed  reason  for  the  change  was  that 
counties  throughout  the  state  had  reached  the  limit  of  their  taxing 
pov;er  while  tovmships  could  tax  without  limit. '   This  law,  v/hich 
placed  an  unbearable  burden  upon  tlie  smallest  and  weakest  political 
unit,  was  merely  a  temporizing  expedient;  it  did  indeed  relieve  certain 
persons,  but  not  those  most  in  need  of  economic  relief. 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  478,  see  entry  2.  The  tax  levy 
was  089,680  but  the  taxes  actually  extended,  at  a  rate  of  twenty- 
fivo  cents,  was  only  $63,395. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  505,533. 

3.  TETd.,  p.  572;  ibid.,  v.  I,  p.  39,86. 

4.  In  Juno  1930,  the  Do  Witt  county  board  passed  a  resolution  ask- 
ing the  legislature  to  take  action  for  "the  financial  relief  of 
counties"  (Supervisors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  530,  sec  entry  2). 

5.  L.  1927,  p.  384, 

6.  L.  1931,  p.  725,726. 

7.  Breckinridge,  The  Illinois  Poor  Law,  p. ^46, 47. 
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In  1932   the   townships  of  De  "71  tt  County   spent  $29,200  for  poor 
relief,    while   the  coijnty   soent  only   •il,200;l    the   total   local   eirpendi- 
txires  varoly  exceeded   t-.e  ariount  s-oent  hj'  the  county  alone  in  1529,     be- 
cause  the  economic  depression  continued  unahated  and  because  of  the  in- 
e.deqviacy  of   the   system  of  local  unenroloj^ment  relief,    the  prohlen  of 
assistance  reached  a  crisis;    for   this  reason  during   the  last  months  of 
1931  and  the  first  months  of  1932,    the  'J.^neral  Assembly  held  four 
special   sessions  to  devise  somo   solution  for  t;.e  "emergency."     The^rc- 
sult  was   the  creation  of   the  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Comnission.'^ 
Tliis  Commission,    constituted  with  seven  members,    was  to  help  provide 
roliji   for  noed,y  residents  of  the   state,    working  in  cooperation  with 
co\antioc,    tovaiships,    and  othor  municipal  corporations  charged  by  law 
with  responsibility  for   the  poor,    oharinij  relief  costs  with  local  author- 
ities  throush   the  distribution  of  (!;20,00b,000  from  the   stat;   treasury. 

The  Dc  V/itt  coionty  bO£.rd  of   supervisors  lost  no    time   in  making  ap- 
plication for   state  funds,    tt-i.ing  such  £.ction  on  March  9.    1932.-^     '^ho 
first  allotment  of  money  from  the  Commission  was  made  in  May  of   the 
ss-";e  yoaj.^     During  the  next  five  months,    that  is,    up  to    the  end  of 
September,    the  I.   5.   ?..   C.   allotted  5^16,021.50  to  Dc  '7itt  County,    of 
which  .;6, 866.15  had  come  originally  from  the  Federal  Crovornnent.^     The 
total  relief  f\uids  spent  by  public  authoriti'js  in  the  county  from 
October   1,    I931,    to   Soptombor  30,    1932,    3Jnounted   slightly  over  350,000, 
including  -OiTOO  derived  from  private  donations."     For   the  administrv- 
tion  of  this  f'.uid,    a  county  emergency  relief  comjnittee  was  org&jiized, 
consisting  of  Charles  ~.    "or;ardi\s,    chairmpji;   H.   i^'.   '.iyers,    secretary; 
and  C.   A.  Nebel ,    John  Parker,    rjid  Miss  Harriet  Soverns  -  all  of  v-hon 
were  residents  of  Clinton. 7 

The  fourth  specie,!   session  of   the  C-eneral  Assembly  in  1932  author- 
ised, county  boards  by  a  vote  of   two   thirds  of   the  membership  to   issue 


1.  Illinois  Urdorgency  Belief  Commission,    First  Annual  P-ep or t ,    for   the 
year  ending:  February  5i    1933'    P*    128.      These  figures  covered  the 
period  from  October  1,    1931    to   September  30.    1932.      They  are  from 
a  sDccial   etudy  mad:  by  the  Coiiimission.      This  study  covered  twelve 
of   the    thirteen  townships,    -/hich,    however,    had  97«7  percent  of  the 
coraity's  popvJation. 

2.  L.  1931-32, '  Third  Sp.  000s.,  p. ^191-97. 

3.  Supervisors'  Hecord,  v.  I,  p.  lb,  see  entry  2. 

U,   Illln-  is  Smergency  Belief  Ccmmiosion,  First  /-niiur-l  Ponort,  p.  U6. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  116, lis.  ■      ' 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  128. 

7.  Ibid. ,  p.  137* 


-  78  - 

Historical  Sketch 


bonds  for  relief.!  The  De  Witt  county  board  immediately  acted  under 
this  authority,  voting  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $40,000.2  The  records, 
however,  contain  no  further  reference  to  these  bonds. 

In  the  period  from  February  1932  to   the  end  of  Jtine  1938  the  total 
expenditures  for  relief  in  De  Witt  County  were  $785,922.88,   of  \*ich 
$300,992.64  had  come  from  the  Federal  Government   (none  after  July  1935), 
$329,456.40  from  the   state,   £ind  $155,473.84  from  local   sources. 3     From 
July  1,   1939   to  June  30,    1940   the   total  obligations  for  general  relief 
and  administration  in  the  county  amounted  to  $112,295;   of  this  total, 
$67,030  had  come  from  the  state  and  $45,265  from  local  tax  payers. ^ 

In  December  1932  there  were  420  families  in  De  Witt  County  on  re- 
lief,   receiving  an  average  of  $11..90  a  month. 5     During  the  next  year 
this  nvunber  showed  little  change,   but  in  1934  the  relief  load  rose  rap- 
idly,   reaching  896  in  June  of  that  yerj.6     After  this  date  there  was 
little  change,    except  for  seasonal  declines  during  summer  months,   until 
the  beginning  of  1935,    at  ^ich  time  a  general  decrease  began,    the  number 
falling  to  357  in  June  of  that  year,'''   thereafter  fluctuating  between  a 
summer  low  slightly  -under  400  and  a  winter  high   somevrfiat  over  500. ^     In 
January  1935  the  average  relief  per  faraily  was  $19.94  a  month; 9  in 
June  1940,    the  average  was  $17.95.^0 


1.  L,   1932,   Fourth  Sp.    Sess. ,   p.   14-16. 

2.  Supervisors'   Record,    v.    I,  p.   52,    see  entry  2.     The  board  spoke  of 
these  bonds  as  motor  fuel   tsix  bonds.     Apparently  it  was  intended 
that  they   should  be  repaid  out  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotlnonts    from 
the   state. 

3.  Illinois  Smergency  Relief  Commission,    Biennial  Report   .    .    . 
July  1,    1935  through  June  30,    1938,   p.    169. 

4.  Ibid.,   Konthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics.   VII,   ITo.   7 
(July  1940),    123. 

5.  Ibid.,   First  Ann\ial  Report,   p.   55. 

6.  Ibid.,    Second  Annual  Report,    .    .    .   February  5,    1933   .    .    . 
June  30,    1934,   p.    185. 

7.  Ibid.,    Biennial  Report.    .    .    .   July  1,    1934   throu^  June  30,    1935, 
p.   175. 

8.  Ibid..    Biennial  Report,    .    .    .   July  1,    1936  through  June  30,    1938, 
p.   138,142. 

9.  Ibid.,   l^onthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics.    Ill,   Ho.   2 
(February  1935) ,    4. 

10.      Ibid.,   Monthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics, VII,   I'o.   7 
(July  1940).    116. 
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The  fall  in  the  relief  load  which  occurred  early  in  1936  v/as 
largely  due  to   the  work  relief  program  of  the  Works  Progress  Adminis- 
tration.    During  most  of  the  following  four  amd  one-half  years  the 
number  on  WA  probably  equaled  the  family  relief  load.      In  tho 
autumn  of  1937,    aifter  a  substantial  reduction  in  WPA  employment,    tho 
number  of  emergency  workers  in  De  Witt  County  was  324,1     in  June  1940 
the  number  of  persons  dependent  on  WPA  was  estimated  at  1,560,2  which 
indicates   that  there  were  well  over  400  V/PA  employees.     At  this  time, 
3,618  people  (19.5  percent  of  the  county  population)   were  estimated 
as  dependent  on  five  forms  of  public  assistance,    distributed  as  fol- 
lows;  general  relief,    1,537;   WPA,    1,650;   old  age  assistance,   578; 
mothers'   pensions,    90;    and  blind  pensions,    37.3 

Politics  and  Adriiini  strati  on  of  Relief 

At  first   the  De  Witt  county  board  of  supervisors  cooperc\ted  -r/ith 
the  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission  without  objection.     During 
1932  and  the  early  months  of  1933  the  board  turned  over  to    the  coun- 
ty relief  committee  all  allotments  of   state  funds. ^     But  in  December 
1933,   when  called  upon  to  recoromend  new  members  for  the  county  com- 
mittee,   the   supervisors  gave  vent  to    their  feelings  in  a  series  of 
"v;hereasses"  which  mingled  expressions  of  protest  and  gratitude, 
ending  with  an  innocuous  eJid  compliant   "Be  it  Resolved."     On  the  one 
hand,    the  board  protested   that  each  township   supervisor  was  the  over- 
seer of  the  poor  in  his  district,    and  it  contended  that  local  people 
were  more  familiar  with  the  needs  of   their  communities  than  any  out- 
siders;   on  the  other  hand,    it  acknowledged  its  complete  dependence  on 
state  and  Federal  aid,    for  which  it  was  properlj'  appreciative;    then 
in  conclusion,    the  board  proceeded  to  make   the  necessary  recomraen- 
dation,    thereby  explicitly   surrendering  its  authority  over  relief 
aidministr£vtion«5     A  month  later,   however,    the  board  attempted  to  re^ 
claim  part  of  its  lost  power.     It  asked  for  the  resignation  of  Irma 
Maasberg,    the  county  director  of  emergency  relief,   who  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  committee,   because   she  had  not  coopera,ted  with 
the  board  nor  shown  it  proper  respect.     The  resignation  of  Mary  E, 
Hujnphrey,    the  district  representative  of  emergency  relief,   was  aJ-SO 
requested.6 


1.  John  D.   Siggers,    administrator.    Census  of  Partial  Employment,' 
Uneniployment.   and  Occupation;      1937.    I,    510. 

2.  Monthly  Bulletin  on  Relief  Statistics,   July,    1940,  p.    120. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  47,64,  see  entry  2. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  100. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  104.  Miss  Maasberg  did  not  resign  (ibid.,  p.  180). 
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In  Julv  1935,  Federal  aid  for  relief  was  replaced  by  the  employment 
propram  of  the  Works  Progress  Administration.  Yfith  the  ending  of 
Federal  requirements  for  relief  administration,  there  arose  an  insistent 
demand  for  a  return  to  complete  local  authority  over  relief.  The  De 
Witt  board  participated  in  this  campaign  through  the  following  reso- 
lution:  "Therefore  be  it  Resolved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  De 
Witt  County  assembled  in  Special  Session  this  14th  day  of  January  1936 
that  we  go  on  Record  as  unanimously  favoring  the  Return  to  Do  T'itt 
County  of  the  Entire  Share  of  both  tho  Sales  and  Motor  Fuel  Tax  col- 
lected for  Relief  purposes  ...  to  be  usod  by  the  Supervisor  for  aid  to 
poor  and  indigent  persons  of  Said  County,"  A  copj''  of  this  resolution 
was  sent  to  the  General  Assembly.   A  month  later,  the  legislature  passed 
an  act  terminating  the  administrative  functions  of  tho  Illinois  Emer- 
gency Relief  Commission  on  I'ay  1,  193u  (later  changed  to  June  30,  1936). 2 
Thereafter  the  commission  was  to  continue  chiefly  as  an  agency  for  the 
allocation  of  state  relief  funds  to  tho  counties,  leaving  the  spending 
of  this  money  and  the  administration  of  relief  to  local  authorities. 
Relief  then  reverted  to  the  township  supervisors  (in  counties  under 
town.ship  organization),  returning  to  the  system  set  up  by  the  Finn 
Bill  of  1931.5 

These  laws  of  1936  did  not,  however,  settle  the  matter  of  relief 
administration.  Without  delay  Governor  Horner  requested  the  Illinois 
Emergency  Relief  Commission  to  have  a  study  made  of  the  matter.  The 
report,  submitted  in  December  1936,  recommended  the  octablishmcnt  of  n 
central  state  agency  which  should  have  supervisory  authority  over  tho 
local  authorities  charged  with  the  administration  of  relief.   The  De 
Witt  board  immediately  went  on  record  "as  vigorously  opposing  in  every 
possible  way  any  change  in  relief  set  up."^  The  proposed  changes  were 
not  adopted. 

Even  after  the  defeat  of  this  proposal  the  De  Vritt  board  of  super- 
visors was  not  satisfied.  In  December  1937  it  adopted  the  following 
resolution? 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  212,  see  entry  2. 

2.  L.  1935-36,  Second  Sp.  Sess,,  p.  237^4. 

3.  A  law  filed  July  19,  1935  (not  signed  by  Governor  Horner),  had 
provided  that  "counties  shall  relieve  end  support  all  poor  and  in- 
digent persons"  (L.  1935,  p.  1055-59),  This  left  tho  administration 
of  relief  in  a  confused  condition  until  a  law  of  January  1936, 
passed  during  a  special  session,  placed  this  responsibility  on  the 
township  supervisors  (L.  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Soss.,  p.  128). 

4.  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission,  Biennial  Report  .  .  .  July  1, 
1936  through  Juno  30,  1938,  p.  3. 

5.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  263. 
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Whereas  the  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission  was 
created  as  an  emergency  corporation  to  cope  with  the  situation 
beyond  the  control  o.f  local  authorities  and  whereas  the  present 
situation  demands  that  tho  administration  of  relief  and  all:) ca- 
tion of  relief  funds  be  restored  to  authorities  in  closer  touch 
vdth  local  needs,  and  whereas  the  present  method  of  administering 
relief  in  Illinois  is  inadequate,  ineffective  and  incompatible 
with  the  American  ideas  of  £,ood  citizenship  and  whereas  the  al- 
location is  unfair,  unjust  and  inequitable,  therefore,  be  it 
resolved:   1.   That  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  abolish  the 
Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission.   2.   That  the  allocation 
of  relief  funds  bo  made  by  the  Governor,  State  Treasurer  and 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts.   3.   That  such  allocation  ba 
made  direct  to  tho  county  Treasurer  on  the  basis  of  per  capita 
on  rclicjf  and  that  tho  county  Trc-asurcr  be  authorized  to  dis- 
tribute the  allocation  to  townships  according  to  the  number  on 
roliof.  4.   That  tho  township  supervisor  in  counties  under 
township  organization  and  the  commissioners  in  counties  under 
commission  form  of  government  be  responsible  for  the  final 
distribution  of  relief  funds  to  clients.   5.   That  tovmships 
and  counties  be  not  required  to  make  any  specified  levy  [the 
maximum  poor  relief  tax  rate  levy,  three  mills,  is  required. 
L.  1935-36,  Second  3p.  Sess.,  p.  14,85.]  in  order  to  share 
in  the  refund  of  sales  tax  and  utilities  tax  earmarked  for 
relief,  and  that  such  fund  be  made  available  on  a  pro  rata 
basis  of  the  levy  made.   6.   That  the  Retailers  Occupation 
Tax  Law  be  amended  so  as  to  eliminate  so  far  as  possible  the 
necessity  of  a  township  lo^ry   for  pauper  relief,  the  appor- 
tionment of  this  tax  to  bo  made  by  the  allocating  body  on  the 
basis  of  tovvTiship  lovios  for  tho  year  1936.   7.   That  relief 
clients  be  certified  immediately  upon  application  to  vrork 
projects  and  not  bo  r.:!quir-:;d  to  not  [sic]  be  on  reliof  thirty 
days  to  be  eligible  for  work  rolicjf.   8.   That  the  cost  of 
adrainistration  be  fixed  at  not  to  exceed  eight  per  cent.  .  .  . 
This  resolution  wris  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote.^ 

Two  yer.rs  later  the  Dc  "i/7itt  board  adopted  another  resolution  on  the 
relief  issue,  as  follows: 

"VVhereas  there  is  a  well  organized  group  of  people  in 
this  State,  v/^ho  aro  preying  on  tho  Tax  Riycrs,  and  usurping 


1.   Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  302,  sec  entry  2. 
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in  Svoryv7ay  possible  tho  functions  of  duly  Elected  public 
officials  who  are  chnrgod  by  our  Lavs   with  the  Administra- 
tion of  Relief  to  poor  and  indigent  persons. 

"Whereas,  this  group  which  was  originally  created  to 
function  in  an  Emergency  in  aiding  the  duly  Elected  Officials 
in  a  tine  of  Stress,  arc  trying  to  Entrench  thcnselves  in 
permanent  positions,  by  Spreading  insidious  propaganda  in 
our  general  assembly  and  by  Sponsoring  Legislation  to  fur- 
ther deprive  the  people  of  this  Str.te  of  rhat  little  Sen- 
bianco  of  home  rule,  they  have  Left  in  SruiM  units  of 
government,  and,  whereas  there  are  now  Bills  in  the  general 
assembly  of  Illinois  which  if  Enacted  into  Laws  will  take 
the  last  Vesti  ge  of  Home  Rule  f ron  the  people  and  place  tho 
Care  of  the  poor  and  indigent,  the  Blind,  the  Mothers,  tho 
Orphans  and  the  dependent  children,  at  the  mercy  of  a  'social 
welfare'  group,  whoso  main  objective  is  the  retention  of  lu- 
crative positions  .-wid  whoso  Slogan  Seems  to  be  Salaries  for 
Social  TTorkers  First,  Standardized  Charity  next,  and,  whereas 
these  Social  Workers  and  the  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission 
have  in  tho  past  and  are  now  making  rales  nnd  regulations 
that  have  all  tho  Effect  and  power  of  Laws  Enacted  by  tho 
general  assembly  itself,  thus  using  powers  tliat  we  think  the 
general  assembly  never  intended  to  confer  upon  then*. 

"Now  therefore  be  It  Resolved  that  we  tho  duly  Elected 
Township  Supervisors,  county  commissioners,  county,  circuit, 
and  probate  clerks,  county  Treasurers,  County  Recorders,  and 
county  auditors,  at  our  53rd  annual  convention,  convening  in 
the  city  of  Quincy,  Illinois,  this  28  day  of  April,  1939,  are 
unalterably  opposed  to  tho  Enactment  of  any  Laws  that  confer 
upon  any  Board,  Commission,  Bureau  or  department,  powers  that 
are  vested  \inder  our  Constitution  only  in  the  general  assembly. 

"Be  it  further  Resolved  -  That  our  Committee  on  Legis- 
lation bo  instructed  to  contact  all  x'cnbers  of  the  general 
assembly  for  tho  purpose  of  opposing  the  Enactment  of  any 
Legislation  tending  to  deprive  the  people  of  this  State  of 
their  constitutional  Rights.  .  .  ."•'■ 

In  March  1940  the  board  expressed  its  disapproval  of  tho  new  law 
fixing  thcj  residence  requirement  for  tho  purpose  of  relief.  This  law 
forbade  the  giving  of  public  relief  by  any  local  govcrnnentnl  unit  un- 
less the  applicant  had  resided  within  tho  local  district  for  three 


1.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  386,  see  entry  2. 
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years  immediately  preceeding  his  application  for  support.^  The  De  Witt 
supervisors  indorsed  a  resolution  adopted  at  Decatur  by  representatives 
of  six  central  Illinois  counties,  which  resolution  requested  the 
General  Assembly  to  return  to  the  one-year  residence  requirement. 2 


Conclusion 

This  sketch  had  desdt  with  the  administrative  highlights  of  De 
Witt  County  history,'-.  The  story  as  told  here  is  quite  typical  of  county 
government  throughout  the  United  States.  In  the  state  of  Illinois 
certain  general  patterns  of  administrativa  behavior  are  foijnd  from 
county  to  county  at  each  period  of  historj"-.  The  account  of  De  Witt 
county  finance  revecds  very  clearly  such  state-wide  patterns.  Before 
the  Civil  Var   the  people  of  Illinois  showed  an  intense  aversion  to  tax- 
ation.  It  was  then  difficult  for  county  commissioners  oiid  board  super- 
visors to  levy  sufficient  taxes  to  meet  even  the  limited  public  ser- 
vices of  that  time.   In  De  Vitt  County  the  public  debt  rose  steadily 
from  1839  to  1861.  Then  came  the  Civil  War.  During  these  years  of 
patriotic  sacrifice  the  taxpayers  did  their  share  by  meeting  without 
coiTiplaint  the  extraordinary  obligations  imposed  upon  them.  This  tax>- 
paying  habit,  once  acquired,  persisted  after  the  War. 

Another  general  pattern  in  finance  is  found  in  the  post-war  years, 
especially  in  the  1870' s.  During  these  years  there  was  widespread 
graft  and  corruption  throughout  the  United  States,  both  in  government 
,  and  business.  Certain  episodes  revealed  in  this  sketch  were  the  local 
raajiifostations  of  national  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time. 

The  public  records  of  De  Witt  County  reveal  also  a  bright  side. 
During  the  century  of  county  history  there  were  many  officials  who 
served  vath  vdsdom,  intergrity,  and  zeal.  Although  several  short  periods 
of  administrative  laxity  are  found  in  the  centuiy  of  cotLnty  government, 
they  are  raucli  more  than  overbalanced  by  the  manj'-  years  of  careful  and 
competent  administration,  undistinguished  for  this  votj   reason.   In 
general,  the  supervisors'  records  reveal  throughout  their  many  volumes 
a  well-developed  spirit  of  local  self-government,  perhaps  misguided  at 
times  but  always  keen  and  vital.  It  is  probable  that  this  better  side 
of  county  administration  has  been  much  under-emphasized  in  this  slcetch 
because  competence  and  integrity  .?.rG  ordinarily  unspectacular. 


1.  L.  1539,  p.  338. 

2.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  I,  p.  597,  see  entrj''  2. 


(First  entry,  p.  139) 


2.   GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM 


Introduction 

The  county  in  Illinois  Is  a  corporate  body^  and  an  administrative 
unit  of  the  state;  its  governmental  organization  is  at  all  times  largely 
an  eroression  of  this  dual  nature. 

The  growth  of  the  county  as  a  body  politic  is  reflected,  in  each  of 
the  state's  three  constitutional  periods,  in  a  progressive  expansion  of 
the  powers  which  may  by  law  be  exercised  by  the  county  board,  and  in  the 
creation  of  new,  and  the  extension  of  existing,  county  offices.   Ths  latter 
phase  of  growth  in  De  Witt  County  and  in  others  similarly  organized  at  pre- 
sent, has  also  been  affected  by  tho  adoption  of  township  organization, 
which  for  the  first  time  constituted  the  civil  towns  as  an  additional 
level  of  government. 

An  analogous  development  appears  in  the  state'  s  invasion  of  nev/  fields 
of  government  jaid  the  extension  of  the  county'  s  role  as  its  agent.  Orig- 
inally, tho  county  performed  but  a  single  important  function  for  tho  state, 
that  of  collecting  its  share  of  the  taxes  levied  within  the  county.  Since 
then,  however,  education,  public  health,  registration  of  vital  statistics, 
public  assistance,  and  many  similar  if  less  important  matters  have  entered 
the  province  of  state  control  or  supervision.  To  effect  this  control,  now 
governmental  units,  subcounty  districts  of  various  types,  have  come  into 
existence  or  have  been  converted  to  new  purposes;  the  county,  because  of» 
its  intermediate  position,  has  become  more  important  as  a  medium  of  that 
control. 

Thus  the  complete  operation  of  county  government  in  Illinois  brings 
into  play  a  number  of  partly  distinct  authorities.   Their  relationships, 
at  any  time,  are  complex.  The  changing  governmental  organization  of  Do 
Witt  County,  thorofore,  is  more  easily  traced  from  the  viewpoint  of  the 
major  functions  of  county  government. 


General  Administration 

General  administrative  jurisdiction  over  county  business  has  alvroys 
been  vested  in  the  county  board.   Daring  the  first  constitutional  period 
the  county  commissioners'  court  acted  as  the  county  board  in  aill  counties, 2 
It  was  expressly  declared  to  have  no  original  or  appellate  Jurisdiction  in 


1,  R.L,  1827,  p.  107;  R. S,  1845,  p.  130;  R.S,  1874,  p.  306. 

2,  Const,  1818,  Schedule,  sec,  4;  L,  1819,  p.  175,  l'76, 
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civil  or  criminal  actions,  but  had  all  power  necessary  to  the  exercise 
of  its  jurisdiction  in  cases  concerning  the  public  affairs  of  the  county 
collectivelj'-.-'-  The  commissioners  v/ere  constitutional  officers,^  and 
elected;'  the  court  existed  solely  by  statutory  provision,'^  Attached 
to  it  in  a  ministerial  capacity  was  the  independent  statutory  office 
of  clerk  of  the  county  oomiuissioners '  court,  ^  at  first  filled  at  the 
appointment  of  the  court, °  later  by  election,''' 

Under  the  second  constitution,  the  ncv>rly  created  county  court  suc- 
ccedod  to  tho  position  of  the  county  comi".issioners '  court. 8  As  an  ad- 
m.inistrative  body, ^  it  was  composed  of  the  county  judge,  an  elected  con- 
stitutional off  iccr,  ■'■'^  and  tv;o  justices  of  the  peace,  elected  at  largo. ^^ 
Another  nevr  office,  that  of  clerk  of  the  county  court,  was  created  to  pro- 
vide it  with  a  ministerial  officer;  tho  clerk  also  was  elected. 12 

The  Constitution  of  1848  also  made  provision,  for  the  first  time  for 
a,n  optional  form  of  county  £ovorn'.ticnt.l3  The  subsequent  enabling  acts,'^* 
provided  that  Tfhcnovor  tho  voters  of  a  county  might  so  determine,  that 
county  should  adopt  tovmship  organization;  one  of  the  princioal  results 
of  such  a  chan£;c  was  to  alter  the  form  of  the  county  board. ^^  Dc  Witt 
County  so  elected  in  1&58,  and  in  1859  the  county  court  vrcis  succeeded 
by  a  board  of  supervisors,  composed  of  m.ombers  elected,  one  in  each  of 
tho  several  tovmships.^6  The  clerk  of  tho  county  court  was  required  by 
law  to  act  as  the  ministerial  officer  of  tho  new  county  board. ^"^  In 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  176. 

2.  Const,  1818,  Schedule,  soc.  4, 

3.  L.  1619,  p.  99;  L.  1821,  p.  80;  L.  1837,  p,  103,104. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  L.  1837,  p.  49;  L.  1845,  p.  28. 

8.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

9.  Tho  county  court  was  also  a  court  of  law.  For  its  jurisdiction  as 
such,  see  Administration  of  Justice,  Courts,  p.  91, 

10,  Const,  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17. 

11,  Ibid.,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p,  65,66, 

12.  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  63, 

13.  Art.  VII,  sec.  6, 

14,  The  original  enabling  act  of  1649  (L.  1849,  p.  190-224)  was  repealed 
two  years  later  by  a  r.ore  comprehensive  but  essentially  sim.ilar  law 
(L.  1851,  p.  35-78), 

15,  Other  effects  of  the  change,  within  the  sphere  of  county  government 
proper,  appear  with  regard  to  the  taxation  procedure.  See  Finances, 
p.  88. 

16.  Const,  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1851,  p.  38,50-52;  Const,  1870, 
Art,  X,  sec.  5, 

17.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1851,  p.  52, 
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1872,  however,  that  clerk  was  replaced  by  a  new  officer,  the  county  clerk, 
■?.4iose  office  had  been  created  and  made  elective,  by  the  third  constitu- 
tion, J-  and  who  was  required  by  law  to  act  as  ministerial  officer  for  the 
county  board, 2  Another  significant  change  in  the  form  of  the  county  board 
has  been  the  addition  to  its  membership  of  assistant  supervisors,  elected 
from  the  various  towns  on  the  basis  of  population;^  the  assistant  super- 
visors have  no  powers  or  duties  as  town  officers,  but  are  members  of  the 
county  board  and  as  such  enjoy  the  same  powers  and  rights  as  other  mem- 
bers,"^ 

The  Constitution  of  1870  provided  a  new  form  of  county  board  in 
counties  not  under  township  organization.  This  board  was  to  be  composed 
of  three  officers,  styled  commissioners,  who  would  transact  all  county 
busiU'.. ss  as  provided  by  law, 5  Subsequent  legislation  granted  to  the  board 
of  county  commissioners  all  powers  and  dutios  formerly  exorcised  by  the 
county  court  when  acting  in  its  administrative  capacity,^  These  lav;s  were 
ineffective  in  Do  Y^itt  inasmuch  as  this  county  has  retained  to\'/nship  organi- 
zation since  its  institution  in  1859, 

Concurrent  with  the  changing  organization  of  the  county  board  is  on 
expansion  of  its  functions  without,  hov/cvcr,  considerable  extension  beyond 
the  original  juricdiction  conferred  upon  the  countj'-  commissioners'  court. 
The  authority  of  that  body  extended  to  the  imposition  and  regulation  of 
taxes,  a  limited  but  increasing  management  of  county  property, 8  and  a 
growing  fiscal  control,  stringent  in  regard  to  tax  collections, ^  sporadic 
in  its  check  on  the  expenditures  of  other  county  offices.    The  court  ad- 
ditionally had  power  to  appoint  judges  of  election, ^^  select  juries, 12  and, 
within  limitations,  to  provide  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  road 
and  bridges, 13  Poor  reliefl^  and  a  tentative  supervision  of  education's 
also  fell  within  its  general  administrative  jurisdiction. 


1,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  6, 

2,  R.S.  1874,  p,  322, 

3,  Ibid,,  p.  1080;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L,  1929,  p.  774;  L,  1931,  p.  905-10; 
L.  1933,  p,  1115,1116, 

4,  R.S.  1674,  p.  1080. 

5,  Const,  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  6, 
G,  L,  1873-74,  p.  79, 

7,  L,  1819,  p.  175. 

8,  Ibid,,  p,  237,238;  L.  1842-43,  p,  128, 

9,  L.  1819,  p.  238,318;  L,  1823,  p,  208;  R,L.  1827,  p.  373,375;  R,L.  1829, 
p,  121;  L.  1842-43,  p.  112;  L.  1845,  p.  11,12, 

10,  R,L.  1827,  p,  366;  L,  1831,  p.  175, 

11.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

1?.,   Ibid,,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p,  162, 

13,  Either  by  calling  on  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  for  labor,  or 

by  raising  bond  issues  by  subscription  (L.  1819,  p.  333,334,336,337,343; 
L,  1G21,  p,  167;  L,  1825",  p,  130-33), 

14,  L.  1819,  p.  127;  L.  1839,  p.  138,139. 
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The  effect  of  subsequent  legislation,  in  the  main,  has  only  been  to 
broaden  that  jurisdiction.   The  county  board  has  been  given  full  power  to 
purchase,  contract  for,  dispose  of,  and  make  regulations  concerning  all 
real  and  personal  property  of  the  county.   It  is  now  required  also  to 
audit  all  claims  against  the  county  and  the  accounts  of  such  officers  as 
were  not  provided  for  by  law. 2  Otherwise,  the  changes  in  form  of  the 
county  botrd  in  De  Vifitt  County  hc.ve  not  mctorially  affected  the  general 
administrative  jurisdiction  of  that  body,^ 


Finances 

In  Illinois  counties,  there  has  always  been  a  close  relationship  be- 
tween the  taxation  processes  and  fiscal  control.   Tliis  circumstance,  as 
well  as  frequent  evidence  of  the  county  board's  ultimate  control  in  such 
matters,  appears  in  a  resume  of  the  legal  status  and  duties  of  the  officers 
involved. 

Toaation 

The  assessment  function  in  taxation  was  delegated  by  the  first  General 
Assembly  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  statutory  officer  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners'  court.   The  administrative  body,  within  statutory 
limits,  fixed  the  amount  of  the  Ic^j,   vfhilc  the  value  of  many  categories 
of  real  and  personal  property  was  fixed  by  lawj  however,  a  limited  discre- 
tion was  left  to  the  assessing  officer.   In  1825  assessments  were  made  by 
the  county  assessor,  also  on  appointee  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, ° 
This  duty  reverted  to  the  county  treasurer  in  1827  and  continued  to  be 
vested  in  that  office  until  1839,  when  the  General  Assembly  provided  for 
the  appointment  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  of  district  assessors, 
not  to  exceed  one  in  every  justice's  district, °  The  earlier  system  vras 
reestablished  in  1844,  vri.th  the  treasurer,  however,  now  having  the  status. 


1.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L.  1851,  p.  50,51;  L.  1861,  p.  235,236;  R.S.  1874,  p. 
306,307;  L.  1911,  p.  245,246;  L.  1923,  p.  304,305;  L,  1937,  p.  453,454. 

2.  L.  1849,  p.  202;  L,  1851,  p,  51;  R.S.  1874,  p.  307;  L.  1923,  p.  299. 

3.  Cf.  this  running  summary  with  R.S,  1874,  p.  306,307,  and  111.  Rev.  Stat. 
1939,  p.  942-45. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  315. 

5.  Ibid.,  p,  313,319;  L.  1825,  p.  173;  L.  1839,  p.  4-6;  L.  1840,  p.  4; 
L.  1845,  p.  6. 

6.  L.  1825,  p.  173, 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  330. 

8.  1839,  p.  4. 
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ex  officio,  of  county  assessor. 1  Since  1859,  the  dote  of  institution 
of  township  organization  in  De  Y/itt  County,  the  assessment  function  has 
been  performed  on  the  lovrer  governmental  level  by  toivn  assessors,  elected 
one  in  each  tovmship,3  Today,  the  principal  duties  of  the  assessing 
officers,  taken  together,  are  to  bring  up  to  date  each  ye&r  the  periodic 
assessment  of  real  property,  to  take  current  lists  of,  and  appraise  per- 
sonal property  and  special  categories  of  other  property. 3  The  treasurer 
now  has  the  status,  e:-:  officio,  of  supervisor  of  assessments»4 

Before  the  creation  of  a  board  of  review,  the  functions  vfhJLch  today 
fall  vri-thin  its  scope  were  performed,  in  substance,  by  various  officers. 
In  tlis  first  constitutional  period,  it  was  left  to  interested  individuals 
or  parties  to  report  property  omitted  from  assessment;  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  could  hear  appeals  from  assessments,  but  there  was  no  pro- 
vision for  their  equalization  by  districts. 5  In  1849  it  was  provided  that 
appeals  were  to  be  made  to  the  county  court»6  After  the  institution  of 
township  organization  in  1859,  town  boards  v;ere  enpov.'ered  to  review  the 
assessments  vdthin  their  ovm  jurisdiction,  and  the  county  board  \Tas  re- 
quired to  meet  annually  to  assess  omitted  property,  review  assessments 
upon  complaint,  and  equalize  valuations  between  towns. 7  In  1898  this 
authority  of  the  county  board  vras  transferred  to  the  nev/ly  created  board 
of  review,  composed  of  the  chairman  of  the  county  board  as  chairman, 
ex  officio,  the  county  clerk  as  clerk,  ex  officio,  and  an  additional  member 
appointed  by  the  county  judge. 8  In  1923  the  county  clerk  v:as  replaced  by 
another  member  appointed  by  the  county  judge; 9  the  board  of  review  now 
appoints  its  own  clerk. 10 

The  collection  function  was  originally  performed  in  all  counties  by 
the  sl^riff,  an  elected  constitutional  officer, 11  Its  nature  has  changed 
little  since  that  time.  Essentially,  the  collecting  officer  collects  taxes 
according  to  information  originating  outside  his  jurisdiction,  pays  over 
such  sums  to  authorities  designated  by  statute  to  receive  them,  and  reports 


1.  L.  1843,  p.  231.   Effective  in  1844. 

2.  L,  1849,  p.  192;  L.  1851,  p.  38;  L.  1871-72,  p.  20-24, 

3.  L,  1853,  p,  16,17;  L.  1871-72,  p.  11,14,15,19,25;  L.  1873,  p.  51;  L,  1879, 
p.  241-45;  L.  1861,  p,  133,154;  L.  1885,  p.  234;  L.  18S5,  p.  300,301; 

L.  1905,  p.  360;  L.  1915,  p.  568;  L.  1923,  p.  495,500;  L.  1931-32,  First 
Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69, 

4.  L.  1898,  p.  36-44. 

5.  L.  1819,  p.  316;  R.L.  1827,  p.  350;  L.  1839,  p.  7;  L.  1845,  p.  8. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

7.  L.  1851,  p.  56,57;  L.  1871-72,  ]).  21,22,24,25. 

8.  L.  1898,  p.  46. 

9.  L.  1923,  p.  496;  L.  1932,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,72. 

10.  L.  1923,  p.  496,497. 

11.  Const.  1818,  Art,  III,  sec.  11;  L.  1S19,  p.  316. 
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on  payments  of  taxes  and  delinquencies ,   In  1839,  by  a  development  anal- 
op;ous  to  that  which  occurred  with  regard  to  assessments,  the  county  board's 
control  was  extended  to  enable  it  to  appoint  a  regular  county  collector. 
Soon  after,  the  law  reverted  to  the  earlier  situation,  with  the  sheriff 
acting  as  collector  ex  officio.'  This  situation  continued  until  the  insti- 
tution of  township  organization  when  town  collectors  v,'erc  elected,  one  in 
each  tovmship,^  and  the  county  treasurer  became  county  collector  ex  officio. ° 
The  to^vn  officers  paid  over  their  collections  directly  to  the  county  officer, 
and  supplied  the  basic  information  for  the  latter' s  summary  report  of  col- 
lections in  the  county.^  In  1917  the  office  of  toivn  collector  was  abolished 
in  counties  the  size  of  Dc  Witt,  and  the  county  collector  became  town 
collector,  ox  officio,  assuming  all  duties  previously  assigned  to  the  latter 
officer. 

Coordination  of  the  taxation  processes  has  always  been  effected  by 
the  county  clerk  or  his  predecessors.   The  assessment  books  are  made  out 
by  the  clerk,  and  returned  to  him  by  the  assessor;  similarly,  the  collec- 
tor reports  on  collections  on  delinquent  property;  finally,  the  treas- 
urer's receipts  to  the  collector  for  taxes  paid  come  into  his  possession, 
rjid  the  centralization  of  records  concerning  the  basic  taxation  procedure 
is  completed. 

r'iscal  Control 

The  fiduciary  function  in  county  finances  is  perforred  by  the  county 
treasurer  alone.  The  duties  of  the  office  hr.vc  remained  substantially  the 
some  since  its  creation;  namely,  to  receive,  principally  from  the  collectors 
of  taxes,  the  revenue  of  the  county;  to  have  custody  of  its  funds;  and  to 
disburse  funds  only  on  specific  authorization  by  law,  or  in  accordance  vri.th 
tho  order  of  the  county  board, °  Through  this  last  requirement,  and  that  of 


1.  L,  1819,  p.  316-18;  L,  1821,  p,  182,183;  R.L,  1827,  p.  332,333;  R.L,  1829, 
p,  121-23;  L.  1831,  p.  125;  L.  1837,  p.  194,195;  L.  1839,  p.  7-12; 

L.  1843,  p.  234;  L,  1845,  p,  11;  L.  1847,  p.  81;  L.  1871-72,  p.  55,57,58, 

2.  L.  1838-39,  p,  7. 

3.  L,  1843,  p.  234, 

4.  L.  1849,  p,  192;  L,  1851,  p.  38,   De  VJ'itt  county  electorate  adopted 
township  organization  in  1858,  but  tho  change  did  not  become  effective 
until  1859, 

5.  L,  1853,  p.  67, 

6.  L.  1871-72,  p,  41,56,57, 

7.  L.  1917,  p.  793. 

8.  L,  1819,  p,  317;  R.L,  1827,  p,  373j  L,  1837,  p,  194,195;  L,  1839,  p, 
8-12;  L.  1840,  p,  3;  L.  1845,  p,  9  11;  L,  1853,  p.  71,111;  L,  1871-72, 

p.  32,54,35,46,56-58;  L,  1873-74,  p,  51;  L,    191J.,  p.  485;  L,  1917,  p,  654; 
L,  1919,  p,  765;  L,  1931  p,  747, 

9.  L.  1819,  p,  315  316i  R,S,  1845,  p, '138;  L,  1861,  p.  239;  R,S,  1874,  p.  323, 
324. 
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the  traasuror  to  report  periodically  to  tho  bocj-d  on  the  transactions  of 
his  office,  in  addition  to  his  regular  settlement  with  it,  the  linos  of 
finrjicinl  authority  onco  more  Iced  to  the  county  bor.rd» 


Administration  of  Justice 

Courts 

Justice,  in  Illinois  counties,  has  been  administered  by  a   constantly 
increasing  nurabcr  of  bodies.  The  Constitution  of  1818  vested  the  judicial 
powers  of  the  state  in  a  Supreme  Court  and  such  inferior  courts  as  the 
Gc:neral  Assembly  should  ordain  and  establish;  required  the  Supreme  Court 
justices  to  hold  circuit  courts  in  the  several  counties;  and  provided  for 
the  appointment,  in  such  manner  and  vri.th  such  povrcrs  rjid  duties  as  the 
General  Assembly  should  direct,  of  a  ccmpctcnt  number  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  each  county. 

Federal  statutes  already  allowed  circuit  courts  in  all  states  juris- 
diction over  the  naturalization  of  aliens;^  tho  first  state  legislature  ad- 
ditionally conferred  jurisdiction  over  all  causes  at  conmon  Icixr   and  chancery 
and  over  all  cases  of  treason,  felony,  and  other  crimes  raid  misdemeanors.^ 
The  legislature  further  required  that  tv7o  terms  of  a  circuit  court  be  held 
in  each  county  cjinually  by  one  of  the  Supreme  Court  jvistices,^  but  in  1824 
provision  v^as  made  for  the  holding  of  circuit  courts  by  separate  circuit 
court  judges,  to  be  appointed,  as  v.'cre  the  Supreme  Court  justices,  by  both 
brcuT-ches  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  to  hold  office  during  good  behavior.^ 
In  1827  the  General  Assembly  repealed  the  1824  lav;,  and  again  provided  for 
circuit  courts  to  bo  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices.'  At  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature,  vrhcn  a  ncr;  circuit  was  established,  provision  was  made 
for  the  appointment  of  a  circuit  judge  to  act  therein."  At  that  time,  there- 
fore, the  circuit  courts  vrcre  held  by  Supreme  Court  justices  in  four  judicij. 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  318;  L.  1637,  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  59,60;  L.  1845,  p.  33;  R.S. 
1845,  p.  138,139;  L.  1861,  p.  239,240;  R.S.  1874,  p.  323,324. 

2.  Art.  IV,  sec.  1,4,8, 

3.  2  U.S.  Stat.  153-55. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  380. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  378. 

6.  L.  1824,  p.  41.   The  Constitution  of  1818,  vvhich  had  required  that 
Supreme  Court  justices  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  further 
provided  that  they  should  not,  after  tho  first  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture subsequent  to  January  1,  1824,  hold  circuit  courts  unless  required 
to  do  so  by  lav;  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4), 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p.  118,119. 

8.  R.L.  1829,  p.  38. 
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circuits  and  by  a  circuit  judge  in  the  fifth. ^  A  change  was  made  again  in 
1835,  when  power  to  hold  circuit  courts  was  taken  awaj''  from  the  Su-oreme 
Court  justices  and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  of  five  circuit 
j-udges,  in  addition  to  the  one  already  authorized,  to  hold  circuit  courts. 2 
The  six  judicial  circuits  existing  at  that  tine  were  supplemented  during 
the  next  few  years  by  the  creation  of  new  circuits, 3  so  that  they  numbered 
nine  in  1841  when  the  office  of  circuit  judge  was  again  abolished  and  the 
Supreme  Court  justices,  also  increased  to  nine,  were  required  to  hold  cir- 
cuit courts. 4  Then  in  1849  another  change  was  ma,de  in  accordance  with  the 
second  constitution  which  provided  for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the 
judicial  district  electorate. 5  This  system  has  continued  from  that  date 
until  the  present. S 

The  authority  of  justices  of  the  peace  was  limited  by  law  to  jurisdio- 
tion  in  specified  civil  cases  and  in  misdemeanors,  with  appeals  allowed 
from  their  judgments  to  the  circuit  court.'''  The  power  of  appointment,  the 
legislature  at  first  reserved  to  itself;8  in  1827,  however,  justices  of  the 
peace  were  required  to  be  elected,  two  in  each  of  such  districts  as  should 
be  determined  within  statutory  limits  by  the  county  comnissionors'  court. ^ 

Jurisdiction  over  probate  matters  was  at  the  outset  delegated  to  the 
co\inty  commissioners*  court. 10  By  act  of  the  next  General  Assembly,  it  was 
transferred  to  the  court  of  probate, ^  consisting  in  each  county  of  one 
judge  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. 12  As  a  result  of  the  substitution 
in  1837  of  probate  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  judges  of  probate, ^^  juris- 
diction over  probate  matters  for  the  first  time  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
elected  officers.!^ 


1.  R.L.  1829,  p.  42,48. 

2.  L.  1835,  p.  150. 

3.  L.  1837,  p.  113;  L.  1838-39,  p.  155. 

4.  L.  1841,  p.  173. 

5.  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  7,15. 

6.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

7.  L.  1819,  p.  185,192,195. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  22. 

9.  R.L.  1927,  p.  255,256.   Since  1821,  however,  the  county  commissioners' 
court  had  been  required  to  establish  such  districts,  which  also  con- 
stituted general  election  precincts  (L,  1821,  p.  74).  For  ch.ttnge3  in 
the  statutory  limitations  of  this  power  of  the  court,  see  R.L.  1327, 
p.  255,  and  R.L.  1829,  p.  93. 

10.  L.  1819,  p.  223-33. 

11.  L.  1321,  p.  121. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  119.  The  Constitution  of  1818  (Art.  IV,  sec.  4)  had  also 
designated  this  manner  of  election  for  judges  of  all  inferior  courts. 

13.  L.  1837,  p.  176,177. 

14.  The  Constitution  of  1818   (Art.   IV,    sec.   8)   had  reserved  to   the  General 
Assembly   the  right  to  prescribe  the  manner  of  appointment  of  justices 
of   the  peace. 
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The  co\inty  court  was  the  creation  of  the  second  constitution,  which 
also  made  circuit  judges  elected  officers.-  *Tith  regard  to  the  new  court, 
it  wa.s  further  provided  by  law  th;.t  it  should  he  held  in  er.ch  county  hy  a 
single  electad  officvjr,  the  county  judge. 3  Its  authority  Tvas  extended  to 
jurisdiction  in  all  prohate  matters,  and  to  such  j\irisdiction  in  civil  and 
crimincl  cases  ?-s  might  he  conf^jrred  by  the  General  Assembly.   In  pursu- 
ance of  this  latter  provision,  the  county  court  was  first  given  the  same 
civil  i-.nd  criminal  jvirisdiction  as  justices  of  the  peaco;5  at  the  next 
session  of  the  General  isssmbly,  horever,  it  was  declared  that  county 
judges  when  exercising;  this  jurisdiction,  acted  only  in  the  capacity  of 
justices  of  the  peace. ^  Until  the  next  constitutionaJ  period,  the  covm- 
ty  court,  as  such,  was  given  jurisdiction  only   in  p.  limited  n^imber  of  spe- 
cial actions;'  it  w;  s  however,  considered  entitled  to  e'lual  jurisdiction 
v/ith  the  circuit  court  over  2ia.tur<'..lizE.tion.8  in  this  same  period,  pro- 
vision was  nade  for  increasing,  on  the  ba.sis  of  population,  the  nuniber  of 
justices  of  the  peace  to  be  elected  in  each  district.   In  De  Witt  Co-'onty, 
and  others  similarly  organized,  one  additional  justice  of  the  peace  is 
now  elected  for  every   one  thousand  inhabitants  exceeding  two  thousand  in- 
habitants in  each  toiTn.-' 

Provision  was  first  made  by  the  Constitution  of  1^70  for  the  estab- 
lishment bj'  the  General  Assembly  of  an  independent  probate  court  in  each 
county  h?.ving  a  populc=.tion  of  more  than  fifty  thousand  inhabitajits.    As 
first  established  by  statute,  the  new  courts  were  to  be  formed  in  co^jnties 
of  one  hiindred  thousa-nd  or  more  inhabitants.    Tnis  copulation  reouirement 
was  lowered  to  seven tv  thousfJid  in  ISSl.-^"^  The  populrtion  of  le  'JTitt  Count"/- 
not  having  reached  this  figure,  j\irisdiction  over  probate  matters  has  con- 


1.  Con<5t.  ISUS,  Art.  V,  sec.  l,lo. 

2.  Ibid. ,  sec.  7,15. 

3.  ibid.,  sec.  I7. 
•■■.  Ibid.  ,  sec.  IS. 
5.  L.  ISU9,  p.  65. 

b.  Ibid.,  Second  Sess. ,  p.  15. 

7.  i:rT8-9,  p.  S5,65;  L.  1853,  v-   103;  L.  I80I,  p.  171,172. 

o.   2  U.S.  Stat.  155. 

9.  L.  185^+.  p.  30*   -0  more  than  five  justices,  however,  may  be  elected 
from  sJiy   town  or  election  precinct. 

10.  Art.  n,    sec.  20. 

11.  L.  1877.  p.  7S.S0. 

12.  L.    1S81,   p.    72.      In  1933.    the  act  of  1877  was  further  amended  to  maJ-.o 
the  cxtablishmont  of  an  independent  probate  court  maradator"  in  counties 
ha.ving  a  population  of  S5,000  or  more,    and  optional  in  counties  ha.ving 
a  population  of  between   70,000  and  85,000   (L.   I933,    p.    ^53). 
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tinued  to  be  vested  in  the  county  court  in  accordance  with  constitutional 
provision  to  that  effect.^  The  county  court,  early  in  this  period,  was 
given  concurrent  jurisdiction  y/ith  the  circuit  court  in  appeals  from  jus- 
tices of  the  peace;2  its  original  jurisdiction  was  extended  to  be  equal 
with  that  of  the  circuit  court  in  all  that  class  of  cases  cognizable  by 
justices  of  the  peace^  and  involving  in  controversy  suras  not  exceeding 
$500.4  In  1906,  however,  it  lost  its  naturalization  jurisdiction  since 
it  failed  to  meet  the  additional  requirement  of  Federal  legislation  that 
it  possess  jurisdiction  at  law  without  limitation  upon  amounts  in  con- 
troversy.^ The  present  constitution,  silso,  for  the  first  time,  directed 
the  manner  in  which  the  General  Assembly  should  establish  judicial  circuits, 
requiring  that  circuits  be  formed  of  contiguous  counties  and  that  they 
should  not  exceed  in  nvimber  one  circuit  for  every  one  hoindred  thousand  of 
population  of  the  state."  At  present  there  are  eighteen  circuits  in 
Illinois,  and  De  Witt  Cotmty  is  attached  to  the  sixth  circuit."^ 

Clerks  of  Courts 

The  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  under  the  Constitution  of  1818,  was 
to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  justices  of  that  court. 8  Since  1849, 
however,  by  provisions  of  the  constitutions  of  1848  and  1870,  the  office 
has  been  filled  by  election.^  The  office  of  clerk  of  the  co\mty  court, 
which  was  an  independent  elective  office  under  the  second  constitution, 10 
is  now  filled  in  an  ex  officio  capacity  by  the  county  clerk-^-'-  who  is  also 
required  by  constitutional  provision  to  be  elected. ^2  jhe  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  which  for  a  brief  period  held  jurisdiction  over  probate 
matters,  had  its  own  clerk  who  was  at  that  time  appointed  by  the  court. ^^ 
Probate  judges  and  justices  of  the  peace  triio  subsequently  held  probate 
jurisdiction,  were  required  to  act  as  their  own  clerks. ^'^  With  the  trans- 
fer of  probate  jurisdiction  to  the  county  court,  the  clerk  of  the  county 


1.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  18;  L.  1877,  p.  80;  L.  1881,  p.  72. 

2.  R.S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1895,  p.  212,223. 

3.  The  jurisdiction  of  justices  has  also  been  progressively  increased 
during  this  period.   See_  L.  1871-72,  p.  524;  L.  1895,  p.  189,190; 
L.  1917,  p.  562,563;  L.  1929,  p.  541,542. 

4.  L.  1871-72,  p.  325. 

5.  34  U.S.  Stat.  596. 

6.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  13. 

7.  L.  1933,  p.  436. 

8.  Art.  IV,  sec.  6. 

9.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  21,29;  Const,  of  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  8. 

10.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19, 

11.  R.S.  1874,  p,  260. 

12.  Const,  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

13.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

14.  L,  1821,  p.  119,120;  L.  1837,  p.  177,178. 
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court  ivas  required  to  keep,  separately,  records  of  probate  proceedings 
and  business.^  In  De  Witt  County  where  the  county  court  retains  probate 
jurisdiction,  the  county  clerk  serves  it  in  these  matters  in  his  capacity 
as  clerk,  ex  officio,  of  the  county  court. ^  Justices  of  the  peace  have 
alvrays  been  required  to  keep  their  records  in  person."^ 

Ministerial  Officers 

The  principal  ministerial  officer  of  all  courts  of  record  in  Illinois 
counties  is  the  sheriff.  The  first  constitution  provided  that  the  sheriff 
should  be  elected.^  Later,  in  1827,  statutory  provision  \vas  made  for  the 
appointment  of  deputies  by  the  principal  officer;^  since  1870,  the  number 
of  deputies  that  the  sheriff  may  appoint  is  determined  by  rule  of  the  cir- 
cuit court. ^  The  ministerial  duties  of  the  sheriff  have  undergone  little 
change  in  more  than  one  hundred  yoars.  Essentially  he  is  to  attend,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record  in  the  county,  obeying  the  or- 
ders and  directions  of  the  court,  and  to  serve,  execute,  and  return  all 
writs,  warrants,  process,  orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him.' 

The  coroner  was  originally  ^.iven  equal  power  mth  the  sheriff  as  a 
ministerial  officer  of  the  courts.^  He  ivas  also  required  to  serve  all 
process  in  any  suit  in  which  the  sheriff  was  an  interested  party^  and  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  sheriff  when  that  office  was  vacant. ^^  The 
last  two  functions  are  still  incumbent  upon  the  coroner.  •*••'• 

Justices  of  the  peace  are  served  similarly  in  a  ministerial  capacity 
by  constables.   Not  until  1870  was  the  office  of  constable  given  constitu- 
tional recognition;^^  at  its  creation  by  the  first  General  Assembly,  the 
county  commissioners'  court  vias   empowered  to  appoint  one  or  more  constables 


1.  L.  1849,  p.  66. 

2.  R.S.  1874,  p.  260. 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  185-97  (no  specified  record-keeping  requirement  listed 
among  general  duties  of  justices),  326  (establishing  fees  to  be  paid 
justices  for  keeping  records);  R.L.  1827,  p.  260  (becomes  definite 
provision  for  justices  to  keep  own  records);  L.  1895,  p.  221,222. 

4.  Const.  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11. 

5.  R.L.  1827,  p.  373. 

6.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

7.  L.  1819,  p.  Ill;  R.S.  1874,  p.  990,991. 

8.  L.  1819,  p.  111. 

9.  L.  1821,  p.  20-33. 

10.  R.L.  1827*  p.  372,373. 

11.  R.S.  1874,  p.  282.   Despit?  the  absence  from  the  present  law  of  statu- 
tory provision  for  the  coroner  to  serve  process  originally  directed  to 
him  (R.S.  1874,  p.  281,282),  the  courts  have  held  that  he  may  so  do, 
an  emergency  being  presumed  to  exist  without  need  for  the  process  to 
recite  reason  for  its  issuance  to  the  coroner  (20  111.  185;  57  ILL. 
268). 

12.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  21, 


-  96  - 

(Jovemmental  Organization 
aiid  Records  System 


in  each  township; ^  in  1827  it  was  provided  that   two  constatles  sho\ild  be 
elected  in  each  justice  of  the  peace  district. 2     Since  that  date,    subse- 
quent legislation  has  grouped  Justices  of  the  peace  and  constables  in  all 
provisions  regarding  their  election. 3     Constables,    like   sheriffs  and  coro- 
ners,  have  always  been  required  to   serve  and  execute  all  process  legally 
directed  to   them;^  process  issuing  from  a  justice  of   the  peace  court,   how^- 
ever,   may  be  directed  only  to   some  constable  of  the   same  county. 5 

Prosecutions 

The  duty  of   the  present   state's  attorney  to  prosecute  and  defend  all 
actions,    civil  or  criminad,    involving  the   county,    the  people,    or  officers 
of  the  state  or  county, ^  was  incuiabent  originally  upon  the  circuit  attor^ 
ney.'''     In  1827   this  officer  was  replaced  by  the   state's  attorney. 8     Also 
in  effect  from  an  early  date  is  the  officer's  other  major  duty,   apart  from 
the  enforcement  of  law, 9  of  giving  opinions  on  any  questions  of  law  relat- 
ing to   criminal  or  other  matters  in  which  the  people  of   the  county  may  be 
concerned. 10 

The  offices  of  circuit  attorney  and  early  state's  attorney,   which 
existed   solely  by   statutory'  provision, H  were  appointive  by  the  Governor 
•until  1835,12  and  thereafter  by  the  General  Assembly. 13     The   second  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  elected  state's  attomey;14  since  each  judicial 
circuit  V7as  an  elective  district  for  this  purpose,    the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  new  officer  remained  the  same  as  that  of   the  former  offi- 
cer. 15     Hot  until   the  adoption  of   the  present  constitution  was  provision 


1.  L.    1819,   p.    162. 

2.  R.L.   1827,   p.    258. 

3.  See  Courts,    p.   91. 

4.  L.    1819,   p.    162,133;   R.S.    1874,   p.   400. 

5.  L.   1819,   p.    186;   R.S.   1845,   p.    317;    L.    1871-72,   p.    525;    L.   1895,   p.   191, 
193;    L,   1937,   p.   900.      Similarly,  process  issuing  from  courts  of  record 
is  required  to  be  directed  to   the  sheriff  or,   under  certain  conditions 
noted   (footnotes  8,    9  and  10,   p.   95),    to   the  coroner   (R.S.   1845,   p.   413; 
L.    1871-72,   p.   338;    L.   1907,  p.  444,445;   L.    1933,   p.   786;    L.   1937,   p.   989) 

6.  R.S.   1874,   p.   173,174, 

7.  L.    1819,   p.   204;    L.    1825,   p.    178,179. 

8.  R.L.   1827,   p.   79,80. 

9.  See  Enforcement  of  Law,   p.   97. 

10.  R.S.    1845,   p.   76;    R.S.   1874,   p.    174. 

11.  L.   1819,   p.    204-6. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.   204. 

13.  L.    1835,   p.   44. 

14.  Const.   1848,   Art.  V,    sec.    21.     The  ne'7  title,   however,   had  already  come 
into  occasional  use  in  the  interim  (R.L.   1827,   p.   79,80;    L.    1835,   p.   44; 
L.   1847,   p.    18,19). 

15.  Const.   1848,   Art.  V,    sec.   28, 
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nvade   for  the  election  of  a   separate   state's  attorney  in  each  county, 1 

Inquests 

■I "^  ■  >  ■  ■■■ 

The  holding  of  inquests,    one   of  the  duties  of  the   coroner  in  Illinois 
counties,    is  also  a  part  of  the  administration  of  justice.      The  office   of 
coroner  v;f.s  created  by  the   first   constitution  and   required  to  be   filled 
by  eleotionj2  the   statutory  provisions  concerning  the   inquest  function 
have  not  chan£;ed  substantially  since   their  enactment  by  tlie   second  General 
Assembly, 3     The   coroner,   v/hsn  informed  of  the  body  of  any  person  being 
found  dead,    supposedly  by  violence,    casualty,    or  undue  means,    is  required 
to   suimaon  a   jury  to   inquire  how,    in  vrhat  manner,    and  by  whom  or  v/hat,    deatli 
v/as  caused;   testimony  of  vdtnesses   is  taken;   witnesses  whose  evidence   im- 
plicates any  person  as  the  unlawful   slayer  of  the  deceased  are  bound  over 
to  the   circuit  court;   the  verdict  of  the   jur^-  is  returned  to  the  clerk  of 
that  court ,4 

The  verdict  of  the   coroner's   jury,    horrevcr,    is  not  generally  admissi- 
ble  in  evidcnce;5  additionally,    it  is  not  held  to  be  prijoa  facie  proof  of 
matters   stated  therein  vdtli  regard  to  the   causa   and  mamior  of  death; 6  its 
essential  nature,   therefore,    is  that  of  a  finding  of  facts  upon  the  basis 
of  which  the   coroner  may  bo  led  to  discharge  his   collateral  duty  ta  appre- 
hend and  comiTiit  to   jail  any  person  implicated  by  the   inquest  as  the  un- 
lawful  slayer  of  the  deceased,'/     To  this  extent,    the   coroner's   inquest 
duties  overlap  his  function  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  lav/. 

Enforcement  of  Law  ^ 

Sheriffs,  coroners,  and  constables  have  always  been  charged  equally 
v/ith  keeping  the  peace  and  apprehending  all  offenders  against  the  lav/, 8 
The   state's  attorney's  powors  as  an  officer  for  the  enforcement  of  lav; 
originally  derived  by  implication  from  another  uuty:9  the  gathering,  of 
ovidonoo  and  the  approhonsion  of  offenders  is  necessarily  involved  in 


1,  Const,  1070,  Art.  VI,  sec.  22, 

2,  Const,  1318,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11, 

3,  Cf.  L.  1821,  p.  22-24;  R.S.  1845,  p.  517,518;  R.S.  1874,  p,  282-8-ij 
111.  Rev.  Stat,  1S30,  p.  820-23. 

4,  L.  1821,  p.  24,25;  R.S.  1845,  p.  515;  R.S.  1874,  p.  284;  L.  1079,  p. 
L,  1C07,  p.  213;  L.  1919,  p.  403,404;  L.  1931,  p.  380,309. 

5,  46  N.Vif,  872,  It  is,  hovrovcr,  held  to  be  proper  practice  to  offor, 
in  cross-eixmining  witnesses  sought  to  be  im;ca.chcd,  excerpts  from 
transcripts  of  testimony  taken  at  the  inquest  (109  111.  A^.p.  556; 
211  111.  App.  474). 

6,  201  111.  App.  287, 

7,  L.  1021,  p.  25;  R.S.  1645,  p.  518;  R.S.  1874,  p.  283,284, 

0,  L.  1819,  p.  111,162,163;  R.S.  1045,  p.  515;  R.S.  1874,  p.  400, 
9,   Sec  Prosecutions,  p,  9u» 
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commencing  and  prosecuting  actions  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or 
coionty  c.ro  concerned.^  In  relatively  recent  years,  hov;over,  the  staters 
attorney  has  been  given  more  specific  statutory  pov;crs  to  enforce  laws 
and  to  invcstu.e,;.bo  violations  and  secure  necessary  evidence  thereof. 
But  at  any  time  the  eff^  ctive  spheres  of  authority  of  law  enforcement 
officers  have  been  determined  less  by  statutory  provisions  than  by  local 
conditions  and  individual  circumstances. 


Elections 

Elections  wore  originally  under  control  of  tho  county  commissioners' 
court. 2  It  appointed  throe  judges  of  election  for  each  precinct,  which 
at  first  consisted  of  an  entire  tovmship,^ 

When  the  Constitution  of  1848  wr.s  adopted,  the  control  of  election 
officials  remained  in  the  county  commissioners'  court  until  the  entire 
jurisdiction  of  that  court  was  vested  in  the  ncv;  administrative  county 
court. 5  Little  change  v/as  made  during  this  constitutional  period;  the 
judges  of  election  continued  to  bo  appointed  by  the  county  court  or  board 
doing  county  business,  rjid  the  clerks  to  be  appointed  by  the  judges.  Even 
the  event  of  registration  and  the  new  Constitution  of  1870  brought  but 
slight  alteration  in  the  main  election  procedure;  county  boards,  whether 
made  up  of  tovm  supervisors  or  county  commissioners,  still  appointed  the 
judges  of  election.  Hov/ever,  in  counties  under  township  organization, 
these  judges  now  had  to  be  the  town  supervisor,  assessor,  and  collector 
in  the  election  district  in  which  they  resided.   The  judges  continued  to 
appoint  the  clerks. °  The  election  board  also  became  the  board  of  registry. 
Three  judges  of  election  and  two  clerks  had  been  the  rule,  but  in  1685  the 
number  of  clerks  was  increased  to  three. •'■^  By  an  amendment  to  the  1872 
act  in  regard  to  elections, ^^  only  the  town  supervisor  in  counties  so 
organized  vms  required  to  be  one  of  tho  judges  of  election  in  tho  district 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  204;  R.S.  1845,  p.  76. 

2.  L.  1885,  p.  3;  L.  1907,  p.  268;  L.  1913,  p.  395;  L.  1915,  p.  368;  L.  1927, 
p.  33. 

3.  L.  1819,  p.  90;  R.L.  1829,  p,  55. 

4.  L.  1819,  p.  90,91. 

5.  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

6.  L.  1865,  p.  54. 

7.  L.  1871-72,  p.  385. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  LrT873-74,  p.    96. 
10.  L.    1885,    p.  195. 

1  1.  L.    1872,    p.  380. 
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or  precinct  in  which  he  resided.   1!he  county  ooard  continued  to  appoint 
judges  of  election  if  they  were  not  elected  or  appointed  by  election 
comrnissioners.  " 

i 

'•Then  a  city,  village,  or  incorporr.ted  town  adopted  the  city  election 
lav;,-^  s.  m£r;:ed  chajige  in  procedure  took  place.   This  change  called  for  the 
appointment  by  the  county  court  of  the  co-.mty  in  which  the  city,  villp^je,  or 
incorporated  tovm  was  located,  of  a  board  of  election  comrnissioners,  composed 
of  three  members.^  r'ames  of  proposed  precinct  election  board  member?, 
both  judges  and  clerks,  were  to  be  submitted  by  the  board  of  election 
commissioners  to  the  coiinty  court  for  appointment  and  approval,-  and  upon 
^■pprovrl  they,  like  the  comi'iussioners,  became  officers  of  that  court  and^. 
liable  in  a  proceedin.j;  for  contempt  for  any  misbehavior  in  their  office." 

In  ISI9,  voting  was  by  ballot,  either  printed  (but  not  at  public  ex- 
pense) or  written.'   Then  in  1821,  orr-1  voting  '^as  introduced'"  only  to  be 
soon  reiilaced  by  a  combination  of  the  two  methods  in  which  the  elector  pre- 
pared his  ballot,  ha.nded  it  to  a  judge  of  election  and  the  jud^-e  read  aloud 
the  :  ar.ies  of  the  persons  voted  for  and  the  clerks  recorded  the  vote.-^  Con- 
stitutional recognition  of  voting  by  ballot  v^as  given  in  ISUs.-*-*^  The  Consti- 
tution of  I87O  provided  for  curaul8.tive  voting;  30  as  to  enable  minorities  to 
have  representation  in  the  General  Assembly.  I-'-  The  next  great  che-nge  was  th^ 
introduction  of  the  secret  or  Australian  ballot,  still  in  use  today,  ?iid  thy 
printin.2  c,nd  distribution  of  all  ballots  at  public  G:q).-5nse.  ^^  Voting  machino? 
v.'ere  authorized  in  1503.  -^  Challongors  and  vatchers  for  the  vajrious  candi- 
ds.tes,  '.vcre  first  permitted  in  V^Zl . 

^egistrj'  of  voters  to  prevent  fraudulent  voting  was  first  ra-aiired  in 
lGb5' -^  and  absentee  voting  was  rlso  allowed  to  enable  those  in  milite,ry 
service  of  the  United  States  to  vote  by  giving  a  power  of  attorney  to  a 


1.  L.  1^:03,  p.  173. 

?.  L.  19'^.^,  r>.    :'02;  L.  1535-35,  :?0'^th  Sp.  Sess. 

3.  L.  18S5,  p.  1U2. 

U.  L.  I5b'5,  p.  l!-:-7;  L.  1339.  p.  1^3- 

5.  L.  1385,  p.  l'-30,151;  L.  1S95.  P-  167. 

6.  L.  1885,  T3.  151;  L.  1399,  p.  1^'7. 

7.  L.  I8I5,  p.  93. 
3.  L.  1221,  p.  73. 

9.  R.L.  1&29,  p.  57;  U.S.  i.:~':5,  p.  217. 

10.  Const.  13!-S,  Art.  ■''I,  sec.  2. 

11.  Art.  IV,  sec.  7,3. 

12.  L.  IT'O-l,  p.  103. 

13.  L.  1003,  p.  178. 
i:.-.  I.  1927,  p.  W-'.J,. 
15.  L.  1355,  p.  5U. 
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resident  elector  to  cast  the  vote  for  the  absentee. •'■  During  the  World  War 
this  was  changed  so  that  ballots  were  sent  to  the  army  officers,  and 
soldiers,  having  chosen  their  election  board,  voted  wherever  they  happened 
to  be,  but  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  twenty  days  prior  to  the  general 
election  day.   Absentee  registration,  hovrovcr,  did  not  come  until  1927. 
Permanent  registration  came  nine  years  later,*  and  was  intended  to  make 
the  elector's  registration  permanent  until  his  death  or  change  of  residence 
or  change  of  nonc,^  Registration  is  under  the  control  of  the  county 
board,  count>'  clork,  and  county  court"  except  in  cities,  villages,  and 
incorporated  towns  which  have  adopted  the  election  act.'  In  these  cities, 
villages,  and  incorporated  tovnns,  registration  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
board  of  election  commissioners  as  vroll  as  the  county  court," 

9 
\7omen  were  first  allowed  to  vote  in  elections  for  school  officials; 

tvrenty-tv;o  years  later,  in  1913,  their  voting  povfcr  vms  enlarged  to  include 

elections  for;   presidential  electors,  members  of  the  State  Board  of 

Equalization,  clerk  of  the  appellate  court,  county  collector,  county 

surveyor,  members  of  the  board  of  assessors,  members  of  the  board  of 

roviev;,  sanitary  district  trustee,  and  all  officers  of  cities  and  tov.ns 

(except  police  magistrates)  and  on  all  questions  tmd   propositions  submitted 

to  a  vote  of  the  electors  of  such  municipalities  or  other  political 

divisions  of  this  state.  This  franchise  also  extended  to  the  following 

township  officers:   supervisor,  tovm  clerk,  assessor,  collector,  and  high- 

vray  commissioner,  and  on  active  participation  in  all  tovm  meetings, 10 

They  had  to  meet  the  same  requirements  as  men   for  age,  residence,  and 

registration.    General  suffrage  vrtis  granted  to  women  in  1921^2  in  accordance 

v/ith  the  Nineteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  became 

effective  on  August  26,  1920. 

Education 

The  act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  creation  and  admission  of  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  the  Union  set  aside  section  sixteen  of  every  town- 


1.  L.  1865,  p.  60. 

2.  L.  1917,  p.  441. 

3.  L.  1927,  p.  443. 

4.  L.  1936,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  50-53. 

5.  Ibid. 

6.  l7~T865,  p.  54,59;  L.  1871-72,  p.  385,390,391. 

7.  L.  1885,  p.  147;  L.  1936,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  50-53, 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  LrT891,  p.  135. 
10.  L.  1913,  p.  333. 
1  1.  Ibid. 

1  2.  l7~T921,  p.   430. 
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ship  for  the  use  of  schools.   The  first  state  legislation  on  the  subject 
vras  concerned  oiily  with  the  establishment  of  school  districts  and  the 
sale  or  leasing  of  school  land  to  provide  necessary  funds,  for  which  pur- 
poses three  trustees  of  school  lands  v;ere  appointed  in  each  township  by 
the  county  commissioners'  court. 

In  1825,  however,  with  a  common  school  system  in  operation,  provision 
was  made  for  its  educational  as  well  as  financial  administration.   Throe 
elected  officers,  known,  as  tovmship  school  trustees,  were  charged  in  each 
tOTmship  with  superintending  schools,  examining  and  employing  teachers, 
leasing  all  land  belongin^:  to  the  district,  and  reporting  annually  to  the 
county  comiTiissicners  •  court;  this  report,  however,  was  limited  to  such 
matters  as  were  concerned  in  the  financial  administration  of  the  schools.^ 
In  1827  the  county  commissioners'  court  was  again  empowered  to  appoint 
trustees  of  school  lands,  but  despite  the  use  of  the  earlier,  more  limited 
title,  those  officers  wore  charged  with  all  the  duties  of  the  former  town- 
ship school  trustees. 4  The  creation  of  office  of  county  school  comm.issionor 
in  1829  brought  a  new  clement  into  the  complex  situation.   The  commissioner 
vras  at  first  r^iven  limited  duties  vdth  regard  to  the  sale  of  school  lands 
and  the  management  of  school  funds ;^  his  subsequent  gains  in  this  rospcct 
at  the  expense  of  the  to^'^fnship  trustees  foreshadowed  the  demarcation  of 
spheres  of  authority  that  was  made  in  1847."  In  the  interim,  the  school 
commissioner,  v;ho  had  first  boon  appointed  by  the  county  comiaissioners  ' 
court,'  became  an  elected  officer ;°  in  such  townships  as  elected  to  incorpo- 
rate for  the  purpose  of  organizing  and  supporting  schools,  tovmship  trustees 
also  became  elected  officers  and  were  then  denominatod  trustees  of  schools.^ 

The  situation  created  by  the  Ic^jislation  of  1847  in  certain  respects 
has  not  since  been  substantially  altered.   In  all  counties,  township  trus- 
tees became,  and  are  still,  elected  officers,  styled  tciTOship  school  trus- 
■ceos.-^^  The  relative  authority  of  the  county  school  commissioner -^-^  and  of 


1.  3  U.S.  Stat.  428. 

2.  L.  iei9,  p.  107,108. 
5.   L.  1625,  p.  121,122. 

4.  R.L.  1827,  p.  366-70. 

5.  R.L.  1P.29,  p.  150r54, 

6.  Cf.  L.  1831,  p.  176;  L.  1841,  p.  275-79. 

7.  R.L.  1828,  p.  150. 

8.  L.  1841,  p.  261,262. 

^'     JJ2H''  P*  273,274.   In  unincorporated  townships,  trustees  continued 

to  be  appoint::d  by  the  county  commissioners'  court  (ibid.,  p.  259,260), 

10.  L.  1G47,  p.  126;  L.  ie09,  p.  350. 

11.  The  subsequent  substitution  of  an  independent  eloct3d  superintendent 
of  schools  for  the  school  commissioner  who  had  additionally  been  ex 
officio  superintendent  (see  footnotes  3,4,  and  5,  p.  102),  was  only  a 
change  in  the  le^-al  status  of  the  officer  of  the  county  and  had  no' 
further  import. 
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officers  of  the  tovmship  with  regard  to  financial  administration  was  fixed 
esaentially  as  at  present.!     However,    township   trustees  lost  practically 
all   their  former  duties  with  regard  to  matters  purely  educational   as   a 
result  of  a  development   that  occurred  in  1845. 

It  was   at   that   time   that   the  county  first  entered  into   the  actual  ad- 
ministration of  education  with  the  creation  of   the  office  of  superintendent 
of  schools. 2     Filled  at  first  by  the  school  commissioner  in  ex  officio 
capacity,  3  it  quickly  absorbed  most  of  the  functions  of  township   trustees 
with  regard  to   the  advancement  of  education;  4  later,    the  office  camo  to  be 
filled  by  election^  and  completely  absorbed  that  of  school  commissioner, ^ 
In  the  new  field  of  county  administration  of  education,    the  superintendent's 
duties  remained  constant  through  his  change  in  legal   status,   requiring  him 
to  visit  all   the  townships  in  his  county  and  inquire  into   the  condition 
and  manner  of  conducting  their   schools,    to  examine  persons  proposing  to 
teach  school,    to  grant  certificates   to  persons  qualified  to   tesich  in  schools, 
and  to  report   to   the  county  board  on  all  his   acts  relating  to   the  manage- 
ment of  school  funds  and  lands.'     Subsequent  legislation  has   enlarged  the 
scope  of  this  phase  of  the  s\aperintendent' s  functions,   but  it  is  in  his 
role  as  an  agent  of  state  supervision  that  he  has  been  charged  with 
numerous  duties  of  a  new  character. 8  f 

The  authctfity  of  the  state  with  regard  to  education,    first  manifested 
in  1845,   has,   like   that  of  the  co\inty,    been  extended  beyond  its  original 
bounds.     Originally  the  county  superintendent  was  required  only  to   communi- 
cate to   the  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools^   information  concerning 
the  schools   in  his  county. 10     Today,    as  a  consequence  of  the   state's  in- 
creasing intervention  in  matters  of  public  health  and  safety,    the  county 
superintendent  is  required  to  inspect,    with  regard  to   specifications. 


1.  L.    1847,   p.    123,124,128,129;    L,    1909,   p.    351-54;    L.   1927,   p.    794,795. 

2.  R.S.   1845,    p.    498. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  497-503.   Of.  L.  1825,  p.  121,122;  R.L.  1827,  p.  366-70; 
L.  1831,  p.  173;  L.  1841,  p.  270,275,276,279.   The  only  duty  of  this 
category  that  was  left  to  township  trustees  in  the  laws  of  1847  con- 
cerned the  examination  of  prospective  teachers  and  the  issuance  of 
certificates  where  merited  (L,  1847,  p.  130), 

5.  L.  1865,  p.  112. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  112,113. 

7.  R.S.  1845,  p.  498-501.   Cf.  L.  1847,  p.  121-25;  L.  1857,  p.  261-65, 
273,279,296,297;  L.  1861,  p.  190,191;  L.  1865,  p.  114,119-21. 

8.  L.  1909,  p.  347-50;  L.  1915,  p.  636-38. 

9.  The  Secretary  of  State  in  an  ex  officio  capacity  (L.  1845,  p.  52),   In 
1854  the  office  became  independent,  filled  by  election,  and  known  as 
that  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  (L.  1854,  p.  13),  which 
is  its  present  status  (L.  1909,  p.  345). 

10.   L.  1845,  o.  54, 
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plans  submitted  to  him  for  the  heating,  ventilation,  lighting,  etc. ,  of 
public  school  rooms  and  buildings;  to  visit  and  notice  such  public  school 
buildings  which  appear  to  him  to  be  unsafe,  insanitary,  or  otheirwise  unfit 
for  occupancy;  and  to  rsausst  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health,^  the 
state  fire  marshal,  or  the  state  architect  to  inspect  such  buildings  and 
issue  reports  upon  which  condeiiuiation  proceeding's  can  be  based. '^ 


Recordation 

For  the  function  of  making  legal  record  of  written  instruments,  the 
first  General  Assembly  established  the  office  of  recorder. "^  Originally 
appointed  by  the  Governor,'^  the  recorder  was  required  to  be  elected  after 
1835.  "^  The  second  constitution  made  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  courf^  the 
recorder,  ex  officio,  in  all  counties ;''  the  present  constitution  continued 
the  earlier  pro'iision  in  counties  of  under  sixty  thousand  population  and 
provided  for  the  election  of  a  recorder  in  counties  of  that  population  or 
more.°  As  De  Vfitt  has  not  met  the  population  requirement  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  has  continued  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  recorder. 

The  basic  duty  of  the  recorder,  to  record  at  length  and  in  the  order 
of  their  receipt  all  instruments  in  wi'iting,  has  remained  essentially  un- 
changed; however,  legislation  has  been  directed  toward  the  axtension  of 
categories  of  instruments  entitled  to  be  recorded.^  Conveyances  of  title 
to  land,  a  major  category  of  such  records,  frequently  involve  another  county 
officer,  the  surveyor.  Established  by  the  second  General  Assembly,  the 
office  of  surveyor  was  at  first  filled  by  appointment  by  that  body,  •'•^  later 
by  election. -^^  In  1933  the  surveyor  again  became  an  appointed  officer,  v;itl. 
the  power  of  appointment  delegated  to  the  county  board. ^^  His  duty  to 
perform  all  surveys  he  may  be  called  on  to  make  within  his  county  has  under- 


1.  Prior  to  1917,  the  rights,  powers,  and  duties  of  this  department  were 
vested  in  the  State  Board  of  Health,  abolished  in  that  year  (L.  1917, 
p.  4,17,27,28). 

2.  L,    1915,    p.    637-40. 

3.  L.    1819,    p.    18-20. 

4.  Ibid.,   p.    19. 

5.  LTTSSS,    p.    166. 

6.  An  elected  officer;    see   Clerks   of  Courts,    p.    94. 

7.  Const.    1848,   Art.   V,    sec.    19;    L.    1849,    p.    64. 

8.  Const.    1870,   Art.  X,    sec.    8;    R.S.    1874,    p,    833. 

9.  L.    1819,    p.    18-20;   R.L.    1829,    p.    117,118;   R.L,    1833,   p.    511;   R.S.    1845, 
p.    305,431,432,606;    L.    1851,    p.    80;    L.    1859,    p.    124;    L.    1869,    p.    2; 
R.S.    1874,   p,    833,834;    L.    1921,    p.    756,757;    L.    1925,   p.    520-22. 

10.  L,    1821,    p.    62. 

11.  L.    1835,    p.    166. 

12.  L.  1933,  p.  1104.   Provision  effective  in  1936. 
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gone  only  minor  change,  but  its  importance  has  declined;  the  acts  of  any 
surveyor,  properly  acknowledged  and  certified,  have  equal  standing  before 
the  law  with  those  of  the  county  surveyor;  no  maps  or  plats  have  any  legal 
effect  unless  recorded  by  the  recorder.! 


Public  Works 
Roads  and  Bridges 

Public  roads  and  bridges  were  first  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court  which  was  authorized  to  locate  new  roads 
and  alter  or  vacate  existing  roads. ^  The  act  providing  for  such  super- 
intendence empowered  the  commissioners  to  appoint  freeholders  in  each 
township  to  act  as  supervisors,  each  siipointment  to  be  for  a  one-year 
period.  New  roads  were  to  be  opened  by  the  county  commissioners'  court 
■i;5)on  petition  of  residents  of  the  county  and  a  favorable  report  from  the 
road  viewers  and  surveyor,  A  few  years  later  the  county  commissionors 
were  authorized  to  divide  the  county  into  road  districts  and  to  appoint 
annually  one  supervisor  to  servo  in  each  district, 3  Vith  a  change  in 
the  county  administrative  body  under  the  second  constitution,  the  county 
court  was  granted  supervision  and  control  over  public  roads, ^  but  the 
care  and  superintendence  of  roads  and  bridges  in  counties  electing  the 
township  form  of  government  were  grsuited  to  the  commissioners  of  highways, 
elected  annually  in  each  town. 5  Tlie  commissionors  divided  the  town  into 
road  districts,  and  overseers  of  highways  in  each  district  were  to  repair 
the  road.3  and  carry  out  orders  of  the  commissioners.   In  counties  not 
electing  township  form,  the  original  system  of  road  districts  and  road 
supervisors  was  continued.^  The  supervision,  control,  and  maintenance  of 
roads,  highways,  and  bridges  in  De  Witt  County  were  vested  in  the  county 
court  and  the  road  district  supervisors  from  1849  to  1859,  when  township 
organization  was  instituted  in  this  county.'''  In  1913  the  State  Highway 
Dopartment  wa.s  established,  and  provision  was  made  for  the  appointment  by 
the  county  board  of  a  county  superintendent  of  highwpys.8  The  entire 
system  was  centralized  by  subjecting  the  county  superintendent  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  state  highway  commissioner  and  by  requiring  candidates 


1.  R.L,  1829,  p.  173;  R.L.  1835,  p.  511;  L.  1845,  p.  301;  L.  1869,  p.  241,242; 
R,S.  1874,  p.  1050,1051;  L.  1901,  p.  307,308;  L.  1915,  p.  575. 

2.  L.  1819,  p.  333. 

3.  L.  1825,  p.  130. 

4.  L.  1B49,  p.  65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

5.  L.  1849,  r,.    212. 

6.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1849,  p.  65,212,213;  L.  1851,  p.  54,179. 

7.  De  Witt  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1858,  but  the  change 
did  not  become  effective  until  1859, 

8.  L,  1913,  p.  521-25,  537-46. 
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for  coiinty  superintendent   to  be  approved  by   the  state  connissioner  before 
?,ppointment  by    the   cou.nty   boc-.rd.      The   term  of   office  of    the  cotmty 
superintendent  was   set  at   six  yef.rs,    and  his   salary  w?.s   to   be  fixed  by   the 
countj'-  board.     A  board  of  hi^h-Fe^r  commissioners  was   set  up  in  each  town- 
ship   to    superintend  ms.tters  rolatirg   to   roads  ejno.  brid  ,e-3.      ilthou^h   the 
county   superintendent  ras   to  a,ct  on  bohr.lf  of   tho  co-mty  in  regr.rd  to 
roads  raid  bridges,    and  althou<'^-h  he  was  subject   to  removal    oy  the  county 
board,   ho  rras  re^T.rded  as  a  dcput^^  of    tho   state  highway  engineer,    subject 
to  his  directions.      Ihis   indicates   the   intention  of   the  legislature   to 
unif;-   tie  entire   state  system  of  roads  and  bridges.      In  1S17  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  "'orks  cJid  Buildings  rssurned   the  rights,    powers,    and  duties 
vested  in   the   State  '-Ii~hvAfy  Department,      but   the   county  organization  has 
roi.iained  essentially  the   same   since  1913« 

Public  Buildings 

The  co\mty  is  given   the  pov/er   to  hold,    own,    cjid  convey  reel  estate 
for  county  purposes. 2     This  povTer   io  exercised  by   the  county  board  which 
is  charijcd  with   the  care  end.  custody  of  all   the  real  f-jid  personal  property 
owned  by   the  county.      Throujjhout   the  period  of   statehood   it  has  been  pro- 
vided that  a  courthouse  ar.d  jail  be  erected  in  each  county, 3  fjnd  that   the 
sheriff  of  each  coxmty  be  charged  rith  custody  of   such  buildings.  '     The 
county  is  further  empowered  to   erect  btiildings  for  a  county  hospital,    vrork- 
ho^iso,    tuberculosis   sanitarium,    cxid.  ot'icr  coiirity  needg,5 

The  county  superintendent  of   schools  is  charged  with   the  inspection 
of  plrjis  rjid  soecif ications  for  public   school  rooms  £nd  buildings  end 
the  approval  of  only   those  which  comply  r^ith   the   specifications  prepared 
by   tlio   State   Superintendent   of  Public   Instructiovi.°     He   is  rJso   to   re- 
quest the  Doprrtment  of  Public  Health, '    the   state  fire  marshal,    or   the 
stfxte  architect   to   inspect  public   school  buildings  whicli  appear   to  be 
unsafe,    unsanitary,    or  unfit  for  occuprncy.     Upon  receipt  of  ,-ji  unfavor- 
able report  from  these  officials,    the  couiity   superintendent  is   to  condemii 
tho  building  -iid  notifj'   the  board  of  direct-irs  or  bo^.rd  of  education,    esid. 
the  board  of   school    trustees. 


1.  L.  1913.  p.  5?:-.,525,532,5k2-i:.U;  l.  1917.  p.  2^;  L.  1921,  p.  780-86; 
L.  1933.  p.  9Si.^ 

2.  R.3.   lS7^i    p.    3'^'^' 

3.  L.    ICI9,    p. '237, 23s;   H.S.    131-5,    p.    135;   ?..^.   IS7U,    75.    307.30s. 
k.     P-.L.  ir>27,  V.  2i^.2i..7.372;  P.s.  137U,  p.  9^0. 

5.  R.S.    I8IK.    p.    307;   L.    190:,    p.    163:    L.    1911,    p.   2U6. 

6.  L.  1915,  p.   S37-l». 

7-      Created  in  1917   to   sunr^i-nt  the  State  ro^xd.  of  Health  abolished  in 
that  yerj   (L.   1917,    p.    Il, 17,27). 
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Drainage 

In  1850  an  act  of  Congress  provided  for  the  granting  of  swajnp  and 
overflowed  lands  to  various  states. ■'•  The  land  so  granted  to  Illinois 
was  turned  over  to  the  counties  in  1852  to  be  rsclaimed  by  drainage  and 
used  for  county  purposes. 2  Such  lands  were  to  be  Tinder  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  county  court  which  was  to  appoint  a  "Drainage 
Commissioner"  to  conduct  the  sales  of  such  lands.  The  county  surveyor 
was  to  prepare  plats  of  the  swaxip  lands  and  return  such  plats  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  court,  whereupon  the  court  fixed  the  valuation  upon 
each  tract.  The  purchasers  of  these  tracts  were  given  a  certificate  by 
the  drainage  commissioner,  and  a  deed  was  later  executed  by  the  county 
court.  The  court  was  to  sell  only  enough  swamp  lands  to  insure  reclaraa- 
tion  of  all  such  land,  any  balance  to  be  granted  to  the  several  townships 
to  be  used  for  educational  purposes.  At  the  discretion  of  the  county, 
such  balance  could  also  be  used  for  the  construction  of  roads  or  bridges, 
or  for  other  public  works. 

In  1865  the  commissioners  of  highways  in  each  town  became  boards  of 
drainage  commissioners,  ex  officio. 3  IVhere  a  proposed  drain  ran  through 
more  than  one  town  the  commissioners  of  aJ.1  the  towns  affected  mauie  up 
the  board  of  drainage  commissioners.'^  In  1879  drainage  construction  by 
special  assessment  was  handled  by  the  drainage  commissioners,  a  body 
corporate  and  politic  composed  of  commissioners  of  highways. ^ 

Provision  was  first  made  for  the  organization  of  drainage  districts 
for  agricultural,  sanitary,  and  mining  purposes  in  1879.  Petitions  were 
to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk  and  hearings  on  the  same  were  to  be 
had  before  the  county  court.  Vfhen  the  court  found  in  favor  of  the  peti- 
tioners, it  appointed  three  disinterested  persons  as  commissioners  to  lay 
out  and  construct  the  work.  Petitions  for  the  construction  of  drains  to 
cost  less  than  $5,000  were  to  be  presented  to  justices  of  the  peace,  if 
the  petitioners  so  elected,  and  the  commissioners  of  highways  were  to 
perform  the  duties  of  drainage  commissioners  in  such  cases. ^  In  1885 
this  law  was  amended  to  include  drains  costing  less  than  $2,000  and  pro- 
vided for  the  appointment  of  three  residents  as  commissioners."^ 


1.  9  U.S.  Stat.  519, 

2.  L.  1852,  p.  178. 

3.  L.  1865,  p.  50. 

4.  L.  1867,  p.  91,92. 

5.  L.  1879,  p.  142. 
5.  L.  1879,  p.  120. 

7.  L.  1885,  p.  130,131. 
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Public  Services 


Public  Health 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  created  in  1917,1  is  charged 
with  general  supervision  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  of  the 
state.  In  conforaiance  with  this  legislative  order  it  is  empowered  to 
supervise,  aid,  direct,  and  assist  local  health  authorities  or  agencies 
in  the  administration  of  the  health  laws.  Public  health  districts  may- 
be organized  along  subcounty  lines  vri. th  a  board  of  health  in  each.  The 
names  of  such  districts  are  to  be  filed  vath  the  county  clerk  to  complete 
their  organization.  Annually,  each  board  of  health  certifies  to  the  coun- 
ty   clerk  the  rate  of  a  public  health  tax  to  be  levied  in  each  district, 
the  clerk  being  responsible  for  setting  out  the  proper  taxes  upon  the 
vrarrant  books  and  transmitting  them  to  the  collector  as  provided  for  in 
regard  to  other  taxes .2 

Control  of  the  state  health  department  over  lodging  houses,  board- 
ing houses,  taverns,  inns,  and  hotels  is  effected  through  the  county  clerk, 
the  proprietors  of  such  establishments  being  required  to  file  with  the 
clerk  an  annual  statement  containing  details  as  to  sleeping  accommodations 
for  guests. 3  The  clerk  is  also  required  to  report  annually  to  the  state 
health  department  the  ncones  and  addresses  of  township  officials.4 

Mosquito  abatement  districts  are  organized  upon  petition  to  the  coun- 
ty Judge  of  the  county  in  wiiich  such  territory  lies,  such  petitions  being 
filed  with  the  countj'-  clerk.  If,  after  hearing,  the  coimty  judge  deter- 
mines that  the  organization  of  a  district  is  necessary,  the  question  is 
submitted  to  the  residents  of  the  territory  at  a  special  election.  The 
judges  of  election  make  return  to  the  county  judge,  and  the  results  arc 
entered  upon  the  records  of  the  county  court.  A  majority  of  the  votes 
favoring  it,  a  mosquito  abatement  district  is  thereupon  organized«5 

County  officials  also  enter  into  the  state's  control  of  public  swim- 
ming pools.  Vrtien  a  representative  of  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health 
finds  conditions  that  warrant  the  closing  of  such  a  pool,  the  ovmer  of  the 
pool  and  the  sheriff  and  state's  attorney  of  the  county  are  notified  to 
that  effect,  it  being  the  duty  of  these  officers  to  enforce  such  notices.6 


1,  L.  1917,  p.  4. 

2,  Ibid.,  p.  27,28,763,765,767,763, 

3,  L,  1901,  p.  305, 

4,  L.  1923,  p,  480, 

5,  L.  1927,  p.  694, 

6,  L,  1951,  p.  735,736, 
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Vital  Statistics 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Health  has  charge  of  the  registration 
of  births,    stillbirths,   and  deaths  throughout  the  state. 1     To  effect  proper 
control  of  this  matter  the   state  is  divided  into  vital   statistics  registrar- 
tion  districts  which,    in  De  Witt  County,    are  identical  with  the  townships. 
Tho  townsliip  Clerk  acts  as  the  local  registrar  in  these  districts  and  re- 
ceives certificates  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  district.     BuriauL 
permits  are  issued  by  the  registrar  and  are  later  returned  to  him  for 
filing. 

Tlae  local  registrar  is  required  to  deposit  monthly  with  the  county 
clerk  a  complete  set  of  records  of  births,    stillbirths,   and  deaths  regis- 
tered during  the  month,    and  the  clerk  is  charged  with  binding  and  index- 
ing,  or  recording,    and  safekeeping  of  such  records.     The  original  certifi- 
cates are   sent  monthly  by  the  local  registrars  to  the  state  health  depart- 
ment vriiich  certifies  annually  to   the  coiuity  clerk  the  number  of  births, 
stillbirths,    and  deaths  registered  in  the   county. 

The  county  board  is  to  appropriate  money  for  the  payment  of  the  local 
registrars'   fees.     Such  amounts  are  charges  against  the  county,    and  the 
co\inty  clerk  is  required  to  issue  warrants  on  the  co'unty   treasurer  for  tlie 
amount  of  the  fees  payable  to   the  registrars. 

The  county  also  enters  into   the  enforcement  phase  of   this  natter. 
The  state  health  department   reports  cases  of  violations  of  any  provisions 
of  the  act  relating  to   registration  to    the   state's  attorney  v^o  is  to 
initiate  and  follow  up  court  proceedings  against  violators. 

Since  1937  the  county  clerk  has  been  required  to  keep  a  record  of 
applications  for  marriage  licenses,  together  with  certificates  showing 
that  persons  desiring  to  marry  are  free  from  venereaJ.  diseases. 2 

When  a  marriage  has  been  performed  the  certificate  of  marriage   to- 
gether with  the  license  is  returned   to   the  county  clerk,    who   is  required 
to  keep  a  registry  of  marriages,    sh07/ing  the  date,    names  of  the  parties 
and  name  and  title  of  the  officiauL  performing  the  ceremony. 3 

Public  Assistance 

Public  assistance  is  administered  through  the  services  of  the  county 
department  of  public  welfgire,  the  county  home,  examiner  of  the  blind,  the 
probation  officers,    the  county  clerk,   and  the  county  board. 


1.  L.   1915,   p.    660-70. 

2.  L.   1937,   p.   908-11. 

3.  R.S.   1874,   p.    696. 
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The  county  department  of  public  welfare  is  headed  by  a  superintendent 
appointed  by  the  county  board  after  approval  by  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Y*elfare«l  He  assists  the  state  department  in  the  operation  of  v;el- 
fare  plans  and  policies  within  the  county  and  has  charge  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  old  age  assistance. 2  In  this  latter  regard  the  county  depart- 
ment acts  merely  as  the  agent  of  the  state  departiaont,  investigating 
applicants  and  reporting  results. 

The  county  home  is  an  establishment  for  the  maintenance  end  care  of 
indigents.  Its  management  and  finances  are  provided  by  the  county  board. 3 
Blind  assistance  is  administered  in  the  county  through  appropriations  by 
the  county  board  together  with  state  funds.  An  examiner  of  the  blind,  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  board,  excvmines  all  applicants  referred  to  him  by 
the  county  clerk«4  The  county  court  has  jurisdiction  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  mothers*  pension  fund.  A  probation  officer,  nn  appointee  of 
the  court  for  this  purpose,  investigates  and  visits  cases  of  indigent 
mothers  who  are  entitled  to  benefit, 5 


Coordination  of  Functions 

From  the  foregoing  discussion  of  functions  of  the  county  government 
it  is  apparent  that  the  county  plays  a  dual  role,  that  of  a  body  politic 
and  that  of  an  agent  of  the  state.  In  its  first  capacity  the  coxinty, 
through  its  officials,  is  capable  of  suing  and  being  sued,  purchasing, 
holding,  and  selling  property,  making  contracts,  and  raising  revenue  for 
its  proper  operation.  As  a  state  agent  it  fits  into  a  state-wide  program 
on  various  matters  of  public  concern,  acting  under  the  supervision  and 
control  of  the  state  and  coordinating  the  activities  of  subcounty  agencies 
and  officials. 

Coordination  of  county  activities  is  affected  chiefly  through 
the  county  clerk.  An  illustration  of  this  is  the  part  this  official 
plays  in  the  election  procedure  v;here  there  is  no  board  of  election 
commissioners. 6  As  ministerial  officer  of  the  county  board  he  notifies 
the  judges  and  clerks  of  elections  of  their  appointment,  supplies  them 
with  blanks  and  poll  books,  receives  copies  of  registers  of  voters, 
issues  notices  of  election,  receives  and  preserves  returns,  canvasses 


1.  L,  1937,  p.  451,452. 

2.  L.  1935-36,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  54-61,72;  L.  1937,  p.  265-70,452. 

3.  L.  1935,  p.  1057. 

4.  L.  1903,  p.  138;  L.  1915,  p.  256,257;  L.  1935,  p.  264,265, 

5.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1915,  p.  243-45;  L,  1921,  p.  162-64;  L.  1935, 
p,  256-59. 

6.  See  Elections,  p.  98,  for  explanation  of  devolopmont  and  control 
of  the  election  machinery. 


-  110  - 

Governmontal  Organization 
and  Records  System 


votes  vidth  the  assistance  of  trm   justices  of  the  peace  and  retr.ins  the 
abstracts,  transmits  copies  of  election  returns  and  abstracts  of  votes 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  issues  certificates  of  election*  V.Tiere 
there  is  n  board  of  election  commissioners,  most  of  the  clerical  vrork  is 
done  by  the  board,  however,  the  county  clerk  completos  tho  procedure  by 
sending  copies  of  election  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
issues  certificates  of  olection. 


Records  System 

County  records  in  the  State  of  Illinois  have  suffered  from  the  lack 
of  an  adequate  progrrm  of  legislation  designed  to  secure  uniformitj/-  in 
recordation  and  to  insure  the  proper  care  of  those  documents  v/hich  have 
porracjient  value.  However,  from  the  inception  of  statehood,  some  effort 
has  boon  made  to  coordinate  tho  records  systems  of  the  scvcrc.l  counties 
and  to  preserve  their  archives. 

In  attempting  to  establish  statc-vri.dc  uniformity  among  counties,  the 
General  Assembly  has  at  times  provided  detailed  descriptions  of  required 
records  and  in  many  instances  has  supplied  the  very  forms  to  be  used.  Laws 
relating  to  the  duties  rjid  powers  of  county  officers  usually  contained  some 
such  provisions.  Thus,  in  1819,  the  recorder  of  the  county  v;as  ordered  to 
supply  "parchment  or  good  large  books,  of  royal  or  other  large  pr.pcr,  vrcll 
bound  and  covered"  wherein  to  record  all  deeds  and  conveyances  brought  to 
him  for  that  purpose.  He  •was  also  to  keep  a  fair  book  in  which  to  enter 
cvqry   deed  or  writing  to  be  recorded,  noting  the  date,  the  parties,  cjid  the 
place  whore  tho  lands  were  situated,  such  entries  to  be  made  according  to 
priority  of  time.^  In  1833  he  was  required  to  keep  an  alphabetical  index 
to  each  book,^  and  by  1874  the  General  Assembly  had  prescribed  a  complete 
list  of  books  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  recorder,  with  a  description 
of  the  contents  of  each,  v/hich  list  has  been  continued,  substantially  un- 
changed, to  the  present.^ 

In  like  manner,  legislation  was  enacted  prescribing  records  to  be  kept 
by  the  county  clerk  and  his  predecessors,  acting  in  their  several  capaci- 
ties, the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court, ^  the  judge  and  justice  of  the  pro- 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  18,20. 

2.  R.L.  1833,  p.  511. 

3.  R.S,  1874,  p.  834. 

4.  L.  1849,  p,  66,203;  L.  1859,  p.  92,94}  L.  1865,  p.  93;  R.S,  1874, 
p.  261-65,332;  L.  1933,  p.  293-95. 

5.  R.L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.S.  1846,  p.  147;  L.  1847,  p,  70;  L.  1849,  p.  9; 
L,  1865,  p.  93;  R.S.  1874,  p.  262,263;  L.  1933,  p.  293,294, 

6.  R.L.  1829,  p.  231. 
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bate  court,  ^  the  coroner,^  the  countj^  sujnerintendent  of  schools,  ^  the  county- 
surveyor,'^  and  the  county  treasurer."' 

Description  of  records  and  forms  to  be  used  are  frequently  found  in 
legislation  pertaining  to  the  holding  of  elections, ^  assessments  and  the 
collection  of  revenue,*^  the  organization  and  maintenance  of  common  schools, ° 
the  registration  of  marriages,-^  and  the  recording  of  vital  statistics. -^^ 

■While  there  has  been  enacted  much  legislation  prescribing  the  kind 
of  records  to  be  kept,  only  a  few  laws  deal  with  the  safeguarding  and 
preservation  of  county  archives.   In  1819  the  General  Assembly  directed 
the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and  county  commissioners'  courts  to  provide 
"a  safe  press  or  presses  with  locks  and  keys  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
archives  of  their  offices  .  .  .  ."H  In  1843  the  county  commissioners' 
courts  were  authorized,  and  required  v/henevor  the  finances  of  the  county 
would  justify  the  expenditure,  to  erect  a  fireproof  recorder's  office  at 
the  county  seat,  or  if  the  commissioners  were  of  the  opinion  that  any  un- 
appropriated room  in  their  courthouses  could  be  made  fireproof,  to  make 
it  so  and  house  the  office  and  records  of  the  recorder  there.  At  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  county  commissioners'  court,  the  provisions  of  this  act 
might  be  deemed  to  apply  to  the  offices  of  the  clerks  of  the  circuit  and 
county  commissioners'  courts. ^^  Similar  in  content  but  slightly  different 
in  wording  is  a  later  enactment  in  which  the  county  commissioners'  courts 
were  authorized  to  "erect,  build,  and  provide  permanent  fireproof  rooms, 
houses  or  vaults,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  therein  and  preserving  from 
injury,  damage,  loss,  or  destruction  by  fire,  the  records  and  documents 


1.  R.S.  1845,  p.  427,428. 

2.  R.L.  1833,  p.  574;  L.  1869,  p.  104,105;  R.S.  1874,  p.  283. 

3.  L.  1849,  p.  155,156;  L.  1865,  p.  120;  L.  1909,  p.  346,348,349. 

4.  R.L.  1829,  p.  173;  R.S.  1845,  p.  524. 

5.  R.S.  1845,  p.  138;  R.S.  1874,  p.  323,324. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  92,94;  R.L.  1827,  p.  291,292;  R.L.  1829,  p.  59,60;  L.  1845, 
p.  41,42;  L.  1849,  p.  73,74;  L.  1865,  p.  54,55;  L.  1871-72,  p.  386-89, 
391;  L.  1885,  p.  143,148,173,176;  L.  1937,  p.  522-29,531-48. 

7.  R.L.  1827,  p,  329-33;  L.  1838-59,  p.  4,5,7,8,12,13,17;  L.  1845,  p.  6-9, 
12,14,15;  L.  1849,  p.  37,38,124-26;  L.  1851,  p,  53,55,56;  L.  1853,  p. 
17,24,50,55,77,78,111,112;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,23,32,48,49,54. 

8.  L.  1825,  p.  127;  R.L.  1833,  p.  563;  L.  1841,  p.  263,270-72;  L.  1845, 
p.  53,54,65-68;  L.  1847,  p.  121-23,142-44;  R.S.  1874,  p.  950,957,958, 
964. 

9.  L.  1819,  p.  27)  R.L.  1827,  p.  288,289;  R.S.  1874,  p.  694,695. 

10.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210-12;  L.  1877,  p.  209;  L.  1901,  p.  301-4;  L.  1903, 
p.  315-18;  L.  1915,  p.  666,667. 

11.  L.  1819,  p.  352. 

12.  L.  1842-43,  p.  210. 
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of  their  respective  counties.  "•'•     The  preservation  of  county  archives  hf.s 
been  greatly  r.ided  by  f-.n  f.ct   to  provide  for   the  copying  of  old,    worn-out 
records, 2  and  by  e.  law  authorizing   the  trsjisfer  of  county  r<jcords  having 
historic  v?lue  to  the  Illinois   3t?.te  Historical  Library,    the  Archives 
Division  of   the   Illinois  State  Library,    or  to   the  State  Uftiversity  at 
Urbaj:ia.3     Provision  is  made  In  this  pjzt  for   the   substitution  of  jiccurate 
copies  of   these  documents  if   such  action  be  deemed  necossary.      In  1907 
the  act  was  amended  to   include  among  the  institutions  to  which  old  rec- 
ords mig'it  bo   sor.t,    PXiy  historica,!   society   incorporated  and  located  within 
c.  particular  coujity.^     Laws  have  also  been  enacted  which  provide  for   the 
restor.-tion  of  certain  classes  of  records  destroyed  by  fire  or  other  moans.-' 
In  1935   thv3  General  Acsembly  rppropriatcd  money  for   the  construction  of  a 
fireproof  building  at  Springfield  for   the  purpose  of   storing   therein  the 
archives  and  records  of   tho   state."     T<r.e  erection  of   this  structure,    the 
Stato  Archives  "Building,    has  helped  to  make  possible   the  inaujuration  of 
an   intelligent,    f;'.rsi;^tod  pro:5ram  for   tho  prosorvr.tion  of  papers  and  doc- 
uments of  historic  value. 

There  are  still   serious  onissions  in  lo?;islation  pcrtr.ining  to  rec- 
ordr.tion.      For  instrxice,    Illinois  has  no  law  prescribin;/;   the  kinds  of 
inks   to  be  used  in  keeping  records.      And,    althoxigh  laws  have  been  enacted 
authorizing   the  provision  of  fireproof  accomodations  for  county  documents, 
they  aro  permicsive  rather  thcji  mandatory   in  character.'      Legislation  an- 
ablinr-   the  destruction  of  worthless  archives  apparently   is  nonexistent 
r'ith  the  exception  of  laws  relating  to  certain  election  papers.'      Tho  en- 
actmo.it  of  legislation  which  vrould  remedy   those  defects  in   the  la'-s  CJ>.d 
continue  the   trend  toward  state-wide  uniformity   -.mong  counties  vovild  re- 
sult in  cj:\   intollige.''t,    economical  records  system  for   the  State  nf  Illinois. 


L.  18^'^5,   p.  U6. 

L.  1271-72,  p.  Gks.Sks. 

L.  1897.  p.  205;  L-  1939.  p.  693. 

L.  1907,    p.  375. 

L.  1871-72,  p.    61+9,650,652. 

L.  1935.    p.  138. 

L.  13'i-2-U3,  p.   210;   L.    13':-5,   p.      6. 

L.  is6i,  p.  269;  L.  1871-72,  p.  3S9;  L.  I8S5,  p.  iU6,i93:  L.  1891, 

p.  118.119;  L.    1917.    p.    H32.U)-i3. 


(First  entiy,  p.  139) 


3.  HOUSIN&,  CARE,  Altti  ACCESSIBILITY  OP  THE  RECORDS 

The  plans  sind  specifications  of  the  present  courthouse  in  Clinton, 
the  county  seat  of  De  Witt,  were  adopted  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
■board  of  supervisors  on  May  16,  1893.  The  plans  were  prepared  hy  Henry 
Elliot  of  Chicago.  The  first  meeting  of  the  county  hoard  in  the  new  build- 
ing was  held  on  July  9,  1894.^ 

This  forty-eight-year-old  government  structure,  the  third  in  the 
county's  history,  is  quatrefoil  in  shape  and  in  its  Hansard  roof  and 
Romanesque  stylo  of  architecture  shows  a  French  influence.   It  is  two 
stories  in  height  with  a  basement  and  attic;  a  spired  clock  tower  rises 
from  its  center.  The  exterior  is  faced  with  Cleveland  stone;  also  used 
in  its  construction  were  brick  and  wood.  Overall  dimensions  are  88  feet 
square  by  35  feet  in  height,  exclusive  of  the  tower.  This  building  can- 
not be  considered  as  fireproof. 

The  public  square  on  which  the  courthouse  stands  divides  Main  Street 
into  East  Main  and  West  Main;  also.  Center  Street  is  split  into  Not"th 
Center  and  South  Center.  The  four  streets  bounding  the  square  are  like- 
'.7ise  separated  into  north  and  south,  east  and  west  streets,  as  the  case 
may  be.  Washington  Street  is  to  the  north  of  the  square,  Monroe  Street 
is  on  the  east,  Adams  Street  is  on  the  south,  and  (^incy  Street  is  on 
the  west.  Entrance  to  the  courthouse  may  be  made  from  any  one  of  four 
entrances,  approaching  from  North  Center  or  South  Center  streets,  or  from 
East  Main  or  West  Main  streets. 

No  records  are  housed  in  the  basement  at  the  present  time,  though 
the  circuit  and  county  clerks  did  at  one  time  keep  part  of  their  records 
in  the  three  vaults  that  are  now  vacant.  Three  wings  of  the  basement  are 
devoted  to  public  service,  the  women's  and  men's  rest  rooms,  and  a  club 
room;  the  fourth  wing  contains  the  boiler  room. 

The  first  floor  has  the  county  clerk's  office  and  vault  in  the  north- 
west wing;  his  storeroom  is  off  the  county  court  room  which  is  in  the 
northeast  wing;  entrance  to  this  storeroom  is  also  made  from  the  hall  be- 
tween the  wings.  The  private  office  of  the  county  judge  is  also  in  this 
northeast  ^Ting.  The  circuit  clerk,  and  recorder  ex  officio,  has  his  of- 
fice and  vault  in  the  southeast  wing;  and  the  treasurer  has  his  public  of- 
fice, private  office,  and  vault  in  the  southwest  wing.  Records  are  kept 
in  the  two  clerks'  offices,  but  not  in  the  treasurer's  office.  All  deposi- 
tories on  this  floor  arc  crowded,  including  the  vaults  but  not  the  county- 
clerk's  storeroom.  With  the  addition  of  shelving,  this  depository  could 
accomodate  part  of  the  excess  in  the  clerk's  office  and  vault. 


Supervisors'  Record,  v.  E,  p.  428,484,  see  entry  2;  for  details  on 
history  of  all  courthouses,  see  Historical  Sketch,  p.  19-21. 
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A  major  portion  of  the  space  on  the  second  floor   is  used  for  the 
circuit  court  room.      This  room  occupies  all  of   the  northeast  wing  and 
extends   into    the  northwest  and  southeast  wings.      In  the  southeast  wing  is 
a  large  room  used  jointly  by  the  boeird  of  review  and  juries.      The  superin- 
tendent of  highways  stores  the  greater  part  of  his  records  in  this  room. 
His  office   is   in  this  wing  but  contains  no  records;    a  small  percentage  are 
kept  in  his   secretary's  office.      The  remainder  of  his  records  arc  in  a  stor«>- 
room  built  in  the  rotunda  which  also  has  a  storeroom  for  a  small  part  of  the 
records  of  the  s\iper  in  tendon  t  of  schools,      Tliis  official  has  his  office  and 
an  examination  room  in  the  southwest  wing.      The  greater  percentage  of  his 
records  sire   in  his  office.      In  the  northwest  wing  the  sheriff  has   two  rooms, 
an  office  and  a  private  office;    only  a  small  part  of  his  records  are  kept 
in  his  outer  office,    the  bulk  being  housed  in  the  county  clerk's  storeroom 
on  the  first  floor,     A  minor  portion  of  the  sheriff's  records  are  maintained 
in  the  jail. 

The  attic  contains  two  storerooms;    one  for  the  county  clerk  in  the  north- 
west v;ing  and  one  for  the  circuit  court  clerk   in  the  southeast  wing.      The 
larger  part  of  the   attic  is  unfinished. 

Besides    these  depositories   in  the  courthouse,    there  are  others  main- 
tained by  certain  county  officers,    either  in  their  homes  or   in  a  commercial 
building,   where  records  are  housed.      The  county  jail  has  been  mentioned  as  a 
repository  for  part  of   the  sheriff  s  records;    these  will  be  found  in  the 
receiving  room  and  in   the  photographic  room.      The  coroner  has  a  small 
percentage  of  his  records  at  his  residence.      The  probation  officer  who   serves 
the  county  court  has  a  small  percentage  of   the  court' s  records   at  her  home. 
The  superintendent  of  the  department  of  public  welfare  keeps   all  of  the  old 
age  assistance  records  in  his  office  on   the  first  floor  of  the  Conklin 
Building,    214  East  Main  Street,    Clinton,     All  depositories  described  so  far 
are  at   the   county   seat,    the  City  of   Clinton,      Only  the  depository  of  the 
siroerintendent  of  the  county  home   is  outside  of  Clinton;    his  records  are 
kept  in  his  residence  on   the  county  farm  which  is   at  Hallsville  on  State 
Hi^way  Number  10,    7  miles  west  of  the  courthouse. 

Because  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  largest  record  offices  and 
vaults,    those  particxilarly  of  the  county  and  circuit  clerks,    accomodations 
for  consultants  of  records  are  limited^     All  offices  are  well  lifted  and 
ventilated.      The  vault  of   tho  circuit  clerk  and  recorder  ex  officio  does 
not  have  the  favorable  conditions  found  in   the  vaults  of  the  county  clerk 
and  treasurer.     Likewise,    the   storeroom  of   the  circuit  clerk   in  the  attic 
was  found  to  be  dusty  vdiereas   that  of  the  county  clerk  was  not.     (For 
detailed  floor  plans  of  the  courthouse,    and  arrangement  of  offices,    see 
pages  123-26.) 

Of  tho  total  3,133  volvimes  of  records,  730  or  23  percent  are  housed 
in  vaults;  329  or  10  percent  arc  in  the  various  offices;  and  2,074  or  67  per- 
cent will  be  found  in  the  storerooms.  The  percentage  totals  for  the  files 
approximate  those  of  volumes  with  the  exception  of  offices  where  a  greater 
percentage  of  files  are  kept.  Thus,  of  the  1,807  files,  475  or  26  percent 
are  in  the  vaults;  534  or  30  percent  are  in  offices;  and  797  or  44  percent 
are  in  storerooms.      Besides   the  files   there  284  bundles,    21   cases,    36  rolls, 
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1  map,  and  lU  envelopes.  VTith  the  exception  of  3  bundles  and  1  map  kept  in 
offices  and  1  biindle  in  a  vault,  all  unbo\md  records  are  housed  in  the  store- 
rooms.  (For  allocation  of  records  in  the  depositories  according  to  offices, 
as  well  as  percentages  of  records  therein,  see  charts  on  pagesllTiUS;  for 
detailed  information  on  the  separate  depositories,  with  a  description  of 
facilities  for  the  housing  of  records,  see  charts  on  pages  119-22.) 

Concern  for  the  upkeep  of  the  present  courthouse  has  been  regularly 
evinced  by  the  county  board  as  records  of  their  actions  reveal.  On 
September  9,  1902,  report  was  made  that  $285  ^ad  been  spent  for  repainting 
the  courthouse.-^  The  next  year,  June  8,  the  county  clerk  was  ordered  to 
issue  an  order  to  a  Mr.  Mathews  for  5225  for  repairs  on  the  courthouse,'^ 
The  bocLTd  awarded  a  contract  September  11,  I907  for  $1,32U  for  a  new  roof, 
the  "mansards  to  be  slate,  "3  December  11,  the  same  year,  the  board  gave 
the  Building  Committee  power  "to  go  ahead  with  all  necessary  Repairs  to  the 
interior  of  Court  House  from  cellar  to  garrett,"^  Effort  also  has  been 
directed  to  provide  adequate  equipment  for  storage  of  records  as  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Building,  submitted  June  10,  1913»  states,  that 
contract  had  been  let  for  new  shelves  and  boxes  for  circuit  and  county 
clerks'  offices  for  the  sum  of  $1,500,5  A  heating  .plant,  purchased  from 
Walter  Kraft  and  Fred  Wade,  was  installed  in  19^0,"  Heat,  previously,  since 
1902,  had  been  supplied  from  the  outside. 

Adequate  fireproof  vault  space  for  the  proper  storage  of  records  is 
the  essential  need  in  the  De  TTitt  county  courthouse.  Even  though  most  ever;"' 
office  is  crowded  as  well  as  adjoining  vaults,  there  is  ample  space  in  the 
storage  rooms  in  the  attic  to  house  old  records.   The  storage  of  records 
here,  however,  would  increase  the  fire  hazard  and  other  steps  to  provide 
protection  against  fire  and  the  deteriorating  effects  of  dust  and  dampness 
should  be  considered.  The  building  of  one  large  vault  in  the  basement, 
Using  the  entire  northwest  wing  for  example,  might  give  the  beneficial 
results  desired.   Should  an  excess  of  space  result  from  the  provision  of 
such  a  vault,  then  the  offices  on  the  first  floor  could  be  enlarged,  toy 
removing  the  vaults  there  and  installing  steel  cabinets  for  current  records. 

The  quartrefoil  design  of  the  building  reduces  space  by  cutting  off 
corners  so  that  no  office  room  is  square;  thus  the  loss  of  a  certain  amount 
of  valuable  space  is  suffered.  With  sufficient  vault  space,  records  that 
need  rebinding  could  be  cared  for,  all  records  properly  arranged,  and  such 
an  order  maintained. 


1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  F,  p.  382,  see  entry  2, 

2,  Ibid.,  p.  U35. 

3,  Ibid.,  V.  G,  p.  117. 

u.  Ibid.,  p.  133, 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  U25, 

6,  Ibid.,  V.  I,  p.  U27, 
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There  are  no  serious  gaps  in  the  records  of  De  Witt  County;  certain 
records  go  back  over  one  hundred  years.   Bound  record  volumes  are  used  in 
preference  to  the  loose-leaf  type  and  at  tho  time  of  the  Survey,  a  number 
of  volumes  in  every  depository  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  rebinding. 
Established  practices  arc  followed  in  tho  indexing  of  records  and  their 
filing  as  is  done  in  most  all  counties  in  Illinois, 
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Floor  Plan  Second  Floor 
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Floor  Plan  Attic 
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J)£  fflTI'  COUi'JTY 


(Pirst  entry,  p.   139) 


4.      A33REVIATI0JIS,    SYl-GOLS.    AMD  EXPLAl^ATORY  NOTES 

alph,     alphabetical(ly) 

spj),        „ appendix 

axr,        ■■ arranged,    arrangement 

Art. Article 

a5sr»       ■ assessor 

atty, -  attorney 

aud,       auditor 

bd,      ■•■ board 

bdl,        bvLndle(  s) 

bldg, building 

bsmt. basement 

cf , confer  ( compare) 

ch.       chapterC  s) 

cliron, chronological(ly) 

cir, circuit 

elk, clerk 

CO .       - county 

coll, collector 

comp,       compiler 

Const,       Constitution 

cont, continued 

cor, coroner 

ct,       court 

dep  t,        dep  ar  tment 

ed, edited,    edition,    editor 

f ,b.     file  box( es) 

f.d, file  drawer (s) 

f.,    ff,     and  following  (page,   pa^es) 

f  1.     floor 

fm,     ' form 

ft.     • feet 

gen,      general 

hdgs, headings 

hdw, handvra'itten 

hwys.   highways 

ibid,    ■• ibidom  (refers   to  last  single 

source  cited) 

idem     • the  same  as   that  mentioned  above 

i.e. id  est  (that  is) 

111,       Illinois  Reports   (Supreme  Court) 

111,   App,     Illinois  J^pellate  Court   (Reports) 

111,   Rev.    Stat, Illinois  Revised  Statutes  (Shiith- 

Hurd) 

111,  S,A,  Illinois  Statutes  Annotated 

in, inch(  es ) 

L, Laws   (of   Illinois) 

n, footnote(s) 
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no(  s) 

N.-rf. 

off. 

p. 
pr. 

Priv. 

pro, 

roc, 

R.L. 

rm, 

R.S. 

sch, 

sec. 

sop, 

Sess. 

sh. 

Sp. 

strm, 

supt, 

surv, 

troas 

twp(  s 

U.S.C 

U.S.R, 

u.s, 

V, 

vet, 
vico 
vlt. 


L, 


••■  niimber(  s) 

Northwestern  Reporter 

office 

— - - page(  s ) 

printed 

Private  Lavrs   (of  Illinois) 

probate 

- recorder,  record 

Revised  Laws  (of  Illinois) 

- - room 

" Revised  Statutes  (of  Illinois) 

scliool  ( s ) 

section( s ) 

separate 

- Session 

-  sheriff 

Special 

storeroom 

superintendent 

• - surveyor 

,        - tresisurcr 

), •  tovmship(  s) 

. C.A.  Ill, United  States  Circuit  Court  of 

Appeals  (Illinois) 


. S.  United  States 

Stat. 


Revised  Statutes 
United  States  Statutes  at  Large 
voluma(3) 
veterinarian 
in  place  of 
vault 
current 


1,     Despite  inaccuracies  in  spelling  and  punctuation,    titles  of  roo- 
ords  eire  shown  in   the  inventory  proper  exactly  as  on  volumes   r>nd  file 
boxes.     The  current  or  most  recent   title  is  used  as   the  title  of  the  entry 
and  title  vari?.tion  is   indicated. 


2,  Expl«natory  additions   to  inadequate  titles  and  corrections  of 
erroneous  titles  are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals, 

3,  In  the  absence  of  titles,    supplied  titles  are  capitalized  and 
enclosed  in  parentheses. 

4,  In  the  title  line,   letters  or  numbers  in  parentheses  indicate   the 
exact  labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes.      If  no  labeling  is  indicated,    it 
may  be  ass\imed  that   there  is  none, 

5,  Titlo-line  cross  references   are  used  to  shov;  the  continuity  of  a 
record  scries  which  has  been  kept  seprxatcly  for  a  period  of   time  luid  with 
other  records  for   different  periods  of  time,    as   in  entry  3,    "1874—   in 
Supervisors'   Record,    entry  2."     The  description  of  the  master  entry  shows 
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the  title  and  entry  number  of   the  record  from  which  the  cross  reference 
is  made,    as,    for  exanple,    these  words  do   in  entry  2:      "Also   contains 
(Claim  Record),    1874 — ,    entry  3;    .    .    ."     Dates   shown  in   the  description 
of  the  master  entry  are  only  for   the  part  or  parts  of   the  record  contained 
therein,    and  are  shown  only  when  they  vary  from  those  of  the  master  entry. 

6.  All  dates  used  are  inclusive, 

7.  When  two  or  more   types  of  containers   are  considered  in  a  single 
entry,    tlie  q-oor^tity  is  shown  in  chronological   order,    insofar  as  possible. 

8.  The  description  of  the  contents  of  a  record  applies  only   to   the 
current  or  most  recent  record  unless  change  in  contents  is  actually  showii 
in  a  record  entry. 

9.  Separate   third-paxagraph  cross  references  from  entry  to   entry 
and  see  also  references  with  subject  headings   or  subheadings   are  used  to 
shov/  prior,    subsequent,    or  closely  related  records  which  are  not  parts  of 
the  same  series, 

10,  Where  no   statement   is  made  that  the  record  was  discontinued  at  the 
last  date   shovm  in   the  entry,    it  could  not  be  definitely  established  that 
such  v;as   the   case.      Where  no   comment  is  made  on   the  absence  of  prior,    sub- 
sequent,   or   intermediate  records,    no  definite  information  could  be  obtaincl. 

11,  ISiless   the  index  is   self-contained,    an   entry  for  the  index  im- 
mediately follows   its  record  entry.      Cross  references   are  given  for  ex- 
ceptions  to   this  rule.     All   indexes   to  records,   unless  otherwise  stated, 
aXQ  self-contained, 

12,  Records  may  be  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  unless  otherv/ise 
indicated, 

13,  On  maps   and  plat  records,    the  names  of  author,    engraver,    and 
publisher,    and  information  on  scale  have  been  omitted  only  when  these  data 
were  not  ascertainable, 

14,  Unless  otherwise  specified,    all  records   are  located  in  the  county 
courthouse.      When  all  or   the  majority  of   the  records  of  an  office  ha.vc  a 
common  location,    the  location  is  indicated  in   the  last  sentence  of  the 
office  essay  instead  of  in  each  individurl   entry. 


B.    County  Offices 

and 

Their  Records 


(First  entry,  F.  139) 


I.   COUIITY  BOARD 


In  Illinois,  the  county  board  is  that  body  which  exercises  the 
corporate  or  politic  power  of  the  county. ^   In  De  v/itt  County  since 
1839^  three  bodies  have  successively  acted  as  a  county  board,  the  county 
commissioners'  court,  the  county  court,  and  the  board  of  supervisors. 

The  Constitution  of  1818  provided  that  there  should  be  elected  in 
each  county,  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  county  business,  three 
commissioners  \'vhose  term  of  service,  powers,  and  duties  should  be  regu- 
lated and  defined  by  law."^  The  first  General  Assembly  denominated  the 
commissionerG  a  court  of  record,  styled  the  county  commissioners'  court. 4 
Four  annual  sessions  were  required  to  be  held  for  six  days  each,  unless 
the  business  should  be  completed  sooner;  additionally,  any  one  of  the 
commissioners  had  power,  upon  giving  five  days'  notice  to  the  remaining 
commissioners  and  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to  call  a  special  court  wliich 
had  the  same  authority  as  at  a  regular  session. 5  The  first  commissioners 
were  elected  for  an  irregular  termj'^  subsequently,  it  was  provided  that 
they  should  be  elected  at  each  biennial  general  election;'^  and  by  an 
act  of  1837,  the  term  was  lengthened  to  three  years  and  staggered,  vdth 
one  new  commissioner  elected  annually, 8  Thereafter,  the  commissionnr 
who  was  longest  in  office  was  to  be  recognized  as  the  presiding  officer 


of  the  court, 9  Compensation,  originally  set  at  the  sum  of  o2,50  for 
each  day's  attendance  in  holding  court, ^0  later  was  reduced  to  $1.50. •'•■'• 
In  1821,  provision  was  made  for  the  removal  of  commissioners  for  malfea- 


1,  R.L.  1827,  p.  107;  R.S.  1845,  p.  130;  R.S.  1874,  p.  306. 

2,  De  vatt  County  was  created  in  1839  (L.  1839,  p.  199). 

3,  Schedule,  see.  4. 

4,  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

5,  Ibid.,  p.  175,176. 

6,  Ibid.,  p.  100.   The  commissioners  were  to  continue  in  office  from  the 
election  held  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  April  1819,  until  the  first 
Vfednesday  in  August  1820,  and  until  their  successors  were  elected  and 
qualified. 

7,  L.  1821,  p.  80. 

8,  L.  1837,  p,  103,104,   In  1838,  to  initiate  the  procedure,  the  three 
commissioners  elected  were  to  draw  lots  marked  one,  two,  and  three 
years  to  determine  length  of  term.   This  was  done  in  Do  Witt  County 
in  1839,  after  it  was  organized  and  the  first  commissioners  hold 
office  from  I'&y   15,  1839  to  August  5,  1839,  the  next  occurrence  of 
a  regular  election. 

9,  Ibid.,  p.  104. 

10.  L.  1819,  p.  176, 

11.  R.L,  1827,  p.  205. 
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sance  of  duties,    with  proceedings  as  in  crininal  cases;^  when  the  first 
criminal  code  was  enacted  in  1827,    the  penalty  was  modified  to  a  fine  of 
not  more   than  $200,    with  removal  from  office  only  upon  recommendation  of 
the  jury.2     Vacancies  resulting  from  any  cause  were  filled  by  special 
election  upon  order  of   the  clerk  of  the  court  to   the  district  judges  of 
election, 3 

In  1349,    after  the  State  of  Illinois  had  adopted  a  new  constitution, 
the  county  commissioners'    court  was  discontinued.      In  its  place,    the  con- 
stitution provided  for  an  administrative  body  to  be  composed  of  an  elect- 
ed officer,    the  county  judge,    and  such  niimber  of  justices  of  the  peace  as 
should  be  required  by  law,^     In  the  following  legislative   session,    the 
General  Assembly  ordered  the  election  of  two  justices  of   the  peace 
to   sit  with  the  county  judge   to   transact  county  business. ^     Their  term  of 
office,    like   that  of   the  county  judge,   was   set  at  four  years. ^     This  body, 
styled  the  county  court,    was  required  to  hold  four  sessions  annually  and, 
when  so   sitting,   had  all  power,   jurisdiction,    and  authority  formerly  con- 
ferred upon  the  county  commissioners'    court.'      The  compensation  of  the 
county  judge  was  originall;''   set  at  $2.50  for  every  day  of  holding  court.8 
In  1355   the  amount  was  increased  to  $3.^ 

The  nev/  constitution  eJ.so  directed  the  General  Assembly  to  provide, 
by  general  law,    for  a  township  organization  under  which  any  county  might 
organize  whenever  a  majority  of  the  voters  in  the  county  should  so  de- 
termine. 10     By  provision  of  the   subsequent   enabling  acts,H  a  board  of 
supervisors,    whose  members  were  to  be  elected  one  in  each  township  an- 
nually, 12  was  created  to   transact  all  county  business  in  counties  adopt- 


1.  L.  1821,  p.  20,  Conviction  further  carried  disqueilification  from 
holdiUj':  office  for  one  year. 

2.  H,L,   1827,   p.    145, 

5.  L.  1837,  p.  104,  No  election  was  required  to  be  held  if  the  tenn 
of  the  commissioner  vacating  office  would  have  expired  within  six 
montlis  from  the  date  of  vacancy''., 

4,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  16,17,19, 

5.  L,  1849,  p.  65,56. 

6.  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  17;  L.  1849,  p,  62,55,66, 

7 ,  Ibid, ,  p .  55 , 

8.  Ibid. ,  p.  63. 

9,  L.  1855,  p.  181. 

10.  Const.  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec,  6, 

11.  L.  1849,  p.  190-224;  L,  1851,  p,  35-78.  The  later  law  repealed  and 
was  a  complete  substitute  for  the  earlier,  but  so  far  as  its  effect  on 
the  sphere  of  coTinty  government  was  concerned,  there  was  sdmost  no 
difference  between  the  two, 

12.  L,  1849,  p.  192;  L,  1851,  p.  38, 
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ing  township  organization.        The  board  of   supervisors  was   to  neet  for 
one   regular   session  a  year  Tith  the  provision   that   special  meetings 
night  be  held  when  convenient.'^     The  board  members  were   compensated  at 
the  rate  of  $1,50  a  <iay»-5  and  a  fine  was  provided  in  the  sum  of  $250 
for  refusal  to  perform,   or  neglect  of,    duties,^ 

De  77itt  Co-'-inty  was  governed  by  the  county  court  from  I8U9  to  lS59i 
when  township  organization  was  instituted.-'     In  I87O  Illinois  adopted  a 
new  constitution,   which  continued  the  provision  for  township  organization 
in  counties   so  electing,"  and  provided  for  a  different  form  of   county 
board  to   supplant  the  county  court  as  an  administrative  body.      This  board 
was   to   consist  of  three  officers,    styled  the  board  of  coiinty  commissioners, 
and  by   subsequent  legislation,    was  given  all  povjers,    jurisdiction,    and 
authority  formerly  vested  in   the   county  court  ^hen  it  vas  acting  in  its 
administrative   capacity.7     De  Witt   County  was  not   affected^ty  these  la'^s 
as  it  has  retained  township  organization  from  1859  ^o   date. 

Since  187^  population  has  been  a  factor  in  local   representation  on 
the  board  of   supervisors.      In  that  year,    each  town  or  city,    besides   its 
regular  supervisor,   became  entitled  to  one  assistant  supervisor  if  it 
had  U,000  or  more  inha'^itants,    two   if   6,500,    and  one  more  for  every 
additional   2,500.°      in  I93I,    these  population  requirements  were  made  to 
affect  only   those  counties  having  less   than  100,000  inhabitants. 5     The 
differentiating  figure  was  reduced  in  1933   'to   90,000;-'-0  however,    in 
counties  having  a  population  of  90,000  or  more,    each  town  or  city  was 
allowed  one  addition?J.   supervisor  for  every  5»000  inhabitants,    or  major 
fraction  thereof, ■'-■'■     De  Witt,   with  its  population  of  1S,2UU  according  to 


1.  L.    I8U9,    p.    202-U;    L.    I85I.    td.    5O-52. 

2.  L.    ISU9,   p.    202;   L.   I85I,   p.    5I.      In  I86I   it  was  provided  that   special 
meetings   ccold  be   called  upon  request  of  one   third  of   the  members  of 
the  boaxd  (L.    I86I,   p.    236).      Since  1S99   the  board  has  been  required 
to  hold  two   regular  meetings  (L.    1899f  P«    3^3). 

3.  L.   I8U9,   p.    203;  ^.   I85I,  p.    52.      In  I86I,    compensation  was  increased 
to   $2  a  day  (L.    I86I,   p.    238). 

U.      L.   I8U9,   p.    203, 20U.      This  fine  was  reduced  in  I85I   to  $200   (L,   IS5I, 
p.    52).      Subsequent  legislation  reduced  it   still   further  and  added  the 
more  frequent  penalty  for  misfeasance,    disqualification  for  office 
(R,S.    187^,   p.    1080). 

5.  DeWitt  Coijnty  adopted  township  organization   in  I858,   "but   the   change 
did  not  become  effective  until  1859/ 

6.  Const.   I87O,   Art,   X,    sec.    5, 

7.  Ibid.,    sec.    d;    L.    1873-7^,   p,    79,80. 

8.  U.S.   I87U,   p.    1075. 

9.  L.  1931,  p.   908. 

10,  L.    1933,   p.    1116. 

11.  Ibid.;  L.   1939,   p.    1205,1206, 
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the  1940  census  was  not  affected  at  either  time.l     The  assistojit  supervis- 
ors,  whose  terms  run  concurrently  with  those  of  regular  supervisors, 2 
have  no  pov/er  or  duties  as  town  officers,    but  are  members  of  the  county 
board  aiid  enjoy   the   sarie  powers  and  rights  as  other  members. ^     At  present 
its  board  of   supervisors  has  fifteen  members.     The   term  of  office  of 
supervisors,    lengthened  in  1389  to  two  years,"*  was  further  extended  in 
1929   to  four  years. 5     Compensation  was  increased  from  $1.50  to  $5  a  day 
in  1919,6  lowered  to  $4  in  1933,7  and  raised  again  to  $5  in  1937,8  with 
an  allowance  of  five  cents  per  mile  for  necessary  travel. 

The  functions  of  the  Illinois  county  boards,    in  contrast  to   their 
lei^al   status,   have  undergone  little  change   since  the  beginning  of  statehood, 
the  dsvelopr.ent  being  merely  one  of  accretion  and  increasing  complexity 
of  duties  v/ithin  a  well-defined  and  nearly  static   sphere  of  authority  and 
jurisdiction.     The  law  establishing  the  county  commissioners'    court  con- 
ferred upon  it  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  county  revenue.^ 
Of  this  basic  provision,   nearly  all  other   statutory  powers  of  the  court 
can  be  considered  extensions;    some,    enunciated  in  the   same  law,    already 
sho'./  such  a  legislative  vie\9point.     The  court  was  given  power  to   regulate 
.aiid  irjpose  the  county  tax,    and  to  grant   such  licenses  as  might  also  bring 
in  a  revenue;    additionally,    it  was  siven  authority  over  all  public  roads, 
canals,    tuiiipike  roads,    and  toll  bridges. 10     Other  legislation  by  the  first 
G-ener?.l  Asoer.ibly  gave  the  court  power  to  buy  and  sell  lots  whereon  to 
erect  county  buildings  and  to   contract  for  their  construction; H  later,    in 
the  cc.se  of   the  courthouse  at  least,    the  court  was  declared  to  have  the 
cere  and  cv.stody  of   the  property  and  the  right  to  make  certain  disi:50sition 
of  it. 12     Care  of  the  indigent  was  silso  made  a  fxinction  of  the  court;    it 
was  required  to  make  appropriations,    to  be  levied  and  collected  in  the 
same  maniier  as  other  county  revenue,   for  their  support.     As  an  extension 
of  this  fiscal  function,    it  was  required  to   appoint  an  overseer  of  the 
poor  in  every  township  and  establish  a  county  poorhouse  if  necessary. 13 
Fiscal  control  over  school  lands  was  exercised  at  first   solely  through 


1.  Illinois  Final  Population. 

2.  L.    1933,   r).    1115. 

3.  R.S.  1874,  p.  1078,1080;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929,  p.  774;  L.  1931, 
p.  905,907;  L.  1933,  p.  1115. 

4.  L.  1839,  p.  109;  L.  1917,  p.  793;  L.  1925,  p.  605. 

5.  L.  1929,  p.  774,775;  L.  1931,  p.  906. 

6.  L.  1849,  p.  203;  L.  1857,  p.  136;  L.  1871-72,  p.  444;  L.  1919,  p.  569. 

7.  L.  1933,  p.  615. 

8.  L.  1937,  p,  601. 

9.  L.  1819,  p.  175. 

10.  Ibid. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  237,238. 
Vi,  TrT343,  p.  188. 

1^,  L.  1319,  p.' 127;  L.  1839,  p.  138,139. 
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the  court's  pov;er  of  appointment  of  the  trustees  of  school  lands; 
after  the  creation  of  the  office  of  county  school  c omni s s i oner , ^  firmer 
control  vras   effected  through  the  medium  of  reports  which  the  cominissioner 
vias   required  to  submit  to  the  court, 3  The  court  also  load  authority  to 
examine  the  full  accounts  of  the  commissioner ,4  Other  functions  of  the 
court  were  its  duties  in  relation  to  elections  and  juries.   It  had 
authority  to  establish  precincts, 5  to  appoint  judges  of  election, 6  and 
to  allow  compensation  to  officials  for  services  and  stationery. 7  Two 
panels  each  of  petit  and  grand  jurors  were  required  to  be  selected.   The 
former  were  enrolled  on  the  list  of  taxable  inhabitants;  the  latter  only 
to  be  freeholders  or  householders," 

The  substitution  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  commissioners' 
court  produced  no  important  changes  in  the  sphere  of  government;  neither 
the  second  constitution  nor  the  enabling  legislation  made  any  original 
pronouncements  with  regard  to  the  powers  or  duties  of  the  former," 

The  revised  lav;  on  township  organization,  in  the  main,  only  made 
more  inclusive  and  definite  the  powers  of  the  board, 10  xhe  board  vra.s 
given  authority  to  purchase  and  hold  any  land  within  the  county  for  the 
usQ  of  its  inhabitants;  it  was  also  given  authority  to  make  such  contracts 
and  to  purchr.se  and  hold  such  personal  property  as  might  be  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  its  powers;  moreover,  it  could  make  such  orders  for  the 
disposition,  regulation,  or  use  of  the  corporate  property  as  might  seem 
to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants . ^^  Explicit  also,  vreis  the  au- 
thority to  audit  all  claims  against  the  county,  and  the  accounts  of  such 
officers  as  were  not  otherwise  provided  for  by  law.^^  j}^g  board  was  also 
given  power  to  appropriate  funds  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges 
in  any  part  of  the  county  whenever  a  majority  of  the  whole  board  might 
deem  it  proper  and  expedient,-'-"^ 


1.  R.L,  1827,  p.  366. 

2.  R.L.  1829,  p.  150. 

3.  L.  1831,  p.  175;  R.S.  1845,  p.  500,501. 

4.  L,  1831,  p.  175. 

5.  1,  1821,  p.  74.  There  was  in  this  law  and  in  many  of  those  following, 
a  limit  to  the  number  of  precincts  which  could  be  established 

(L.  1825,  p.  168;  R.L.  1827,  p.  256;  R.L.  1829,  p.  54;  L.  1835,  p.  141), 
Prior  to  1821,  each  township  was  declared  by  statute  to  constitute 
an  election  district  (L.  1819,  p.  90) . 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  90. 

7.  Ibid.,  p.  99, 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  255;  L.  1823,  p.  182. 

9.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  19;  L.  1849,  p.  65. 

10.  The  Act  of  Tebruary  17,  1851,  previously  cited  (L.  1851,  p»  35-'78). 

11.  L.  1851,  p.  50. 

12.  Ibid.,  p.  51. 

13.  Ibid. 
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From  the  enabling  legislation  of  the  present  constitutional  period 
is  dravm  the  following  brief  statement  of  the  principal  functions  of  the 
county  board: 

1.  The  purchase,  sale  and  custody  of  the  real  cjid  personal 
property  of  the  county. 

2.  The  examination  and  settlement  of  accounts  against  the 
county, 

3.  The  issuance  of  orders  on  the  county  treasury  in  pursuance 
of  its  fiscal  administration. 

4.  The  examination  of  accounts  concerning  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  county  officers. 

5.  The  supervision  of  elections;  the  selection  of  juries:^ 
the  construction  and  maintencjice  of  roads  and  bridges;*  the 
care  of  the  indigent,  inform,  rjid  disabled, ° 

6.  The  appropriation  of  funds  necessary  to  the  effecting  of 
its  functions;  the  raising  of  such  sums  through  traation; 
and  in  general,  the  management  of  county  funds  and  county 
business. 

At  all  times  the  county  board  has  had  a  clerk  who  has  served  it  in 
a  ministerial  capacity.   The  law  creating  the  county  commissioners'  court 
provided  that  it  should  have  such  aji  officer,  and  gave  it  the  power  to 
appoint  him.°  This  appointive  power  was  rescinded  in  1837  by  an  act  which 
made  the  office  elective.^ 

When  the  county  court  supplrjited  the  count;''  commissioners'  court, 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  latter  body  ceased  to  exist.  A  new  office  was 
created  by  statute,  that  of  clerk  of  tho  county  court. ^^  TMien  the  court 
sat  for  the  trrjisaction  of  county  business,  its  clerk  was  in  effect  a 
clerk  of  a  county  board;  legal  recognition  of  this  distinction  was  given 
in  tho  provision  that  the  clerk  should  keep  his  records  of  the  court's 
administrative  actions  separate  from  those  of  its  judicial  r.ctions.  For 
this  purpose  two  sets  of  books  were  to  be  kept.^^ 


1. 

R.S.  1874,  p.  306,307. 

2. 

Ibid.,  p.  456,468. 

3, 

Ibid.,  p.  630. 

4, 

Ibid.,  p.  310. 

5, 

Ibid.,  p.  757,758. 

6. 

itid.,  p.  307, 

7. 

Ibid.,  p.  306,307. 

8. 

L,  181D,  p.  175. 

9. 

L.  1037,  p.  49. 

10. 

L.  1849,  p.  63. 

11. 

Ibid.,  p.  66, 
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In  1870  the  new  constitution  established  the  office  of  county  clerk; 
subsequently,  the  General  Assembly  provided  that  the  coiinty  clerk  should 
act  as  clerk  of  the  county  hoard  as  well  as  clerk  of  the  county  court. 
From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  county  hoard  has  been  served  in  a  min- 
isterial capacity  by  this  officer.  The  major  record  kept  by  the  clerk  for 
the  county  board  is  the  minutes  of  its  proceedings.  This  record  includes 
orders  to  issue  warrants  on  the  county  treasury;  the  board's  action  on 
roads  and  bridges,  indigent  and  infirm  relief,  schools,  taxation,  com- 
mittee reports,  etc.;  and  its  orders  in  regard  to  juries,  licenses,  and 
other  matters  within  its  jurisdiction. 

The  clerk  also  keeps,  separately,  a  register  of  orders  issued  on  the 
county  treasurer  and  lists  of  jury  venire.  He  files  and  preserves  all 
bills  of  accounts  acted  on  by  the  board,  and  has  custody  of  reports  re- 
quired to  be  made  to  the  board  by  the  county  treasurer,  various  school 
bodies,  and  a  number  of  other  county  officers.   An  obligation  to  preserve 
a  multiplicity  of  other  records  is  clearly  set  forth  in  the  general  pro- 
vision requiring  the  clerk  to  have  the  care  and  custody  of  all  papers 
appertaining  to,  as  well  as  filed  in  his  office. 

Proceedings  of  Board 

1,    (SUPERVISORS'  AHD  COMvIISSIOKERS'  FILES),  1839—.   139  f.b. 
Files  of  county  board  papers,  including  claims,  1839-88,  1891 — ,  reports 
of  county  officers  and  board  committees,  county  orders  and  warrants,  resolu- 
tions, election  expenses  and  appointments  of  clerks  and  judges  of  election, 
jury  lists,  blind  and  mother's  pension  applications,  notices  of  special 
election,  contracts,  and  reports  on  county  home.  Also  contains  County 
Highway  -  Motor  Fuel  Tax  Claims,  1936--,  entry  4.  1839-88,  1910-14,  no 
obvious  arr.;  1889-1909,  arr.  by  date  of  filing;  1915 — ,  arr.  by  date  of  in- 
strument. No  index.  1839-1905,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr,  fm, ;  1906 — ,  hdw. , 
hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ,  typed,  and  typed  on  pr,  fm.   5x4xl0-10x5x  13.  90 
f.b.,  1839-1916,  CO.  elk. '  s  strm.,  attic;  49  f.b,,  1917—,  co,  clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 


1.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  8, 

2.  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

4.  L.  1819,  p,  6,28,77,127,334,335,352;  R.L.  1829,  p,  151-53;  L.  1831,  p. 
89,90;  L.  1835,  p.  I3l,l32,l36j  L,  1839,  p.  71,72;  R.S.  1845,  p.  287, 
342,403,437;  L.  1849,  p.  66;  L.  1861,  p.  234-37;  R.S.  1874,  p.  322. 

5.  R.L.  1827,  p.  366;  L,  1845,  p.  169;  R.S,  1845,  p.  136;  L.  1861,  p.  237; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  325. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  322. 
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2.   SIPERVISCRS'  RZaORD,  1839—.   9  v.  (A-I).  Title  varies;  County 
ConKiissioners'  Record,  v.  A»  B,  1839-58, 
Record  of  proceedings  of  county  boarii,  showing  date  of  r.eetinr^s,  roll  call, 
iiduutes,  business  transacted,  resolutions  adopted,  reports  to  board,  ac- 
tion taken,  and  adjourrjr.ent.  This  includes  list  of  county  orders  and 
v:'irrants;  lists  of  arpointnents  to  various  tov/r.ship  officer^  appointuents 
of  county  veterinarian  and  probation  officers;  copies  of  contracts;  list 
of  ai'.v.rds  for  nothers'  and  blind  pensions;  anc  lists  of  fees  allowed  e- 
lection  officials.  Also  contains  (Claim  Recor-i),  1874 — ,  entry  Z;   Jury  List, 
1339-71,  ontry  24;  Official  Bond  Record,  1934—,  entry  70;  Assessors'  and 
Supervisors'  of  Assessments  Bonds,  18S0-98,  entr^.'  71;  (Tov/n)  Collectors'  Bond 
hecord,  1859-63,  entry  107.  Arr.  by  date  of  noeting.   1839-35,  indexed 
alph.  by  nano  of  principal  party  cr  subject;  1896 — ,  no  index.   1839-1905, 
hdiv.;  1906—,  t^ied.   500  p.  Ib'x  13  x  3.   V,  A-F,  1839-1905,  co.  clk.'s 
strc. ,  attic;  v.  .1-1,  1906—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Disposition  of  Accounts 


Hills  and  Claims 


5.   (CLAIM  RLCORD),  1839-73.   3  v.   Mssinri  1859-50.   1874—  in 
Supervisors'  Record,  entry  2. 
Record  of  claims  filed  against  county,  showing  name  of  claimant,  nature  and 
amount  of  claim,  amount  allowed,  and  date  of  board  meeting.  Arr.  ty  date 
of  board  meeting.   1839-51,  1861-73,  no  index;  1852-58,  indexed  alph.  by 
n&re   of  claimant.   Hdw.  150  p.  12  x  S  x  1  i/2.   Co,  clk.'s  strr,;. ,  attic. 

4.  COUNTY  HIGiriiAY  -  LiOTOR  FUEL  TAi'I  CUIIS,  1931-35.   3  f.b.  1936—  in 
(Supervisors'  and  Commissioners'  Files),  entry  1. 

County  highway  claims  aj^ainst  motor  fuel  tax  fund,  showin;?  name  of  claimant, 
dwite,  amount,  and  nature  of  cjain,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
."nr.   Ii'o  indeXv.   Ildv/.  on  pr.  fm.   and  tj^ed  on  nr.  fm.   10  x  5  x  13.   Co* 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Re  roisters  of  County 
C.rJers  (See  also  entr^.-  2) 

5.  REGISTER  OF  COUl-ITY  V;ArJlA2ITS,  1920—.   3  v.  (A,  C,  A). 
Title  varies:  Order  Book,  v.  A,  C,  1920-33. 

County  clerk's  register  of  coionty  orders  and  T;arrants,  showing  name  of  payee, 
purpose  and  amount  oi  paj-ment,  v/arrant  number,  dates  of  issue  and  cancella- 
tion. Also  contains  Lothers'  Aid  and  Blind  Pension  ".,'arrant  Register,  1920-34, 
entr^  6.  ^Vrr.  by  warrant  no.   i"o  index.  Hdv/,  under  pr.  hdgs.  250  p. 
16  X  13  X  3.  V.  A,  C,  1920-33,  co.  clk.'s  strm. ,  attic;  v.  A,  1935—,  co, 
olk,'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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6.  MOTHERS'    AID  AND  BLIND  PEITSION  WARRANT  REGISTER,    1935--.      1  v. 
1920-34  in  Register  of  County  Warrants,    entry  5, 

Register  of  warrants  for  mothers'    aid,    1936—,   blind  pension,    1935--,    and 
tuberculosis  sanitarium,    1937—,    showing  date  of  registration,    order  number, 
amount,    and  date  of  cancellation,     Arr,   by  subject  and  warrant  no.     No 
index.     Typed  under  pr,   hdgs.      200  p,   14  x  12  x  1,      Co.   clk.'s  off,,   1st  fl. 

Cancelled  County  Orders   (See 
also  entry  1) 

7.  COUNTY  ORDERS  CANCELLED,    1857—,      40  f.b.      Missing:   1368-69, 
1871-78,    1903-4,    1906-10,    1915-16, 

Cancelled  county  orders  and  jury  certificates,    with  monthly  statement  of 
county  treasurer,    showing  order  number,   namo  of  payee,  purpose,    smouiit, 
and  date  of  payment,    total   amount  for  credit,    signature  of  county  treasur- 
er,   and  date  of  filing,      1867-1914,   no  obvious  arr,;    1917 — ,    arr,   by  d^to 
of  filing.     No   index,     Hdw.   on  pr,   fm. ,    and  typed  under  pr,   hdgs,     5|  x  4^ 
X  10  -  11  X  5  X  14,     16  f,b,,    1867-1914,    co,    clk.'s   strm. ,    attic;    24~f,b,, 
1915 — ,    CO,    clk,'s  off.,    1st  fl, 

8.  MOTHER'S  PENSION;    RELIEF  TO  BLIND  STUBS,    1928--.      1  f.b. 

Stubs  of  warrants  issued  for  mothers'   pension,    showing  vfarrant  number,    date 
and  amount  of  payment,    and  name  of  payee;    includes   stubs  of  v/arrants  issued 
for  relief  of  blind,    19  28-32.      Arr,   by  v/arrant  no.      No  index.      Hdw.    on  pr. 
fm.      11  X  5  X  14.      Co.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl, 

9.  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  CHECK  STUBS,    1928—.      1  f.b. 

Stubs  of  chedcs  issued  for  expenses  in  county  highway  department,    shov/in,-: 
chock  number,   name  of  payee,    and  date,    amount,    ?jid  purpose  of  payment, 
Arr.  by  check  no.      No   index.     Kdv/,   on  pr.   fra,      11  x  5  s  14.      Co.    clk.'s 
off.,    1st  fl. 

10.  MOTOR  FJEL   TAX  CANCELLED  CHECKS,    1934—.      1  f.b. 
Cancelled  checks   issued  by  county  clerk  against  motor  fuel   tax  funds, 
showing  check  number,    date,    amount,    and  purpose  of  payment,   name  of  payee, 
and  date  of  cancellation.      Arr.   by  date  of  csncellation.     No   index.     Hdw, 
on  pr,    fra.      11  x  5  x  14.      Co.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

11.  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  CHECK   STUBS,    1932-36.      1  f.b. 

Stubs  of  checks   issued  against  motor  fuel   tax  fund,    showing  check  number, 
amount,    date,  purpose  of  issue,   and  name  of  payee.     Arr.   by  check  no. 
No   index.     Hdw.    on  pr.    fra.      11  x  5  x  14.      Co.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

12.  MOTHER' S  PENSION  RECORD,    1918—.      2  v.    (A,    B).      1915-17   in  Probate 
Journal,    entry  156. 

Record  of  mothers'   pensions,    showing  name  and  address  of  mother,    names, 
ages,    and  dates  of  birth  of  dependent  children,    amount  awarded,    dates  of 
petition,    application,    and  court  order,    date  and  amount  of  payment,    and 
signature  of  payee  as  receipt;    also   contains  blind  pension  record,    1929 — . 
Arr.   by  date  of  order.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  mother.     Hdw.   under  pr. 
hdgs,     150  p.    16  X  12  X  1.      Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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Pension  Funds  and  Applications  (See 
also   entries  1, 2, 6,8; 

13.  HSGISTSR  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  BLIl^TD  RELIEF,    1915--.      1  v.    (l). 
Register  of  applications  for  blind  relief,    showing  case  niunbor,   name  and 
address  of  applicant,   names  and  addresses  of  persons  making  affidavit  as 
to  need  of  applicant,    date  and  result  of  examination,    amount  of  allotment, 
and  remarks.     Arr.   by  application  no.     Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  applicant. 
Hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      290  p.    14  x  10  x  2.      Co,    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

14.  RECORD  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  BLIND  RELIEF,    1915-22.      1  v. 

Record  of  discontinued  cases  of  blind  relief,    showing  case  number,   names 
and  addresses  of  applicant  and  persons  making  affidavit,    dates  of  applica- 
tion,   examination  and  return,    results  of  examination,   number  and  amount  of 
waxrnnt,   name  of  payee,    and  cause  of  discontinuance,      Arr,   by  date  of 
application  and  case  no.      Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  applicant.     Hdw,   on  pr, 
fm.      290  p.   18  X  13  X  2.      Co.    clk.'s  strm,,    attic. 

Welfare  Funds 

15.  HOSPITAL  INMATES,    1886—.      3  v.    (1-3). 

Lists  of  patients  in  various   state  institutions  for   insane,    deaf  and  dumb, 
blind,   and  feeble-minded,    showing  names  of  patient,    and  institution,    date 
of  admission,    amount  paid  for  support  if  not  a  coxinty  charge,    to  whom  re- 
leased,   and  dates  of  death  and  filing,     Arr.  by  date  of  admission.      Indexed 
alph.   by  name  of  patient,      Hdw,   under  pr,   hdgs,      15  x  14  x  2,      V.   1, 
1886-93,    CO.    clk.'s   strm,,    attic;    v.    2,    3,    1894 — ,    co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

16.  TUBERCULOSIS  ASSOCIATION,    1920-29.      1  f.b.     Kissing:   1930-37. 
1938 —   in  (Co\inty  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  Files),    entry  79, 

Orders  of  county  tuberculosis  sanitarium  board  to   issue  vouchers  payable  from 
tuberculosis  fund,    showing  amount,   name  of  payee,   purpose  of  payment,    date 
of  issue,    and  signatxires  of  president  and  secretary  of  boga-d,     Arr.   by  date 
of  issue.     No   index,      lyped  on  pr,   fm,   and  hdw,   on  pr,   fm,     11  x  5  x  14, 
Co,    elk,' s  off,,    1st  fl, 

17.  DE  VITT  COUNTY  AID  TO  POOR,    1936-37.      1   f.b. 

County  clerk's  files  regarding  county  aid  to  poor,    including  special  pauper 
tax  levies,    report  on  poor  relief  levies,    summary  of  amounts  certified,   month- 
ly estimate  of  relief  needs,    report  on  obligations   incurred  for  relief  needs, 
application  for   state  relief  funds,    relief  report  of  Illinois  Emergency  Relief 
Commission,    and  certification  and  allocation  of  relief  funds.      No  obvious  arr. 
No   index.      Typed,    and  typed  on  pr,    f p. ,    hdw,   on  pr.    fm. ,    and  typed  under  pr. 
hdgs.      11  X  5  X  14.      Co.    clk,)s  vlt,,    1st  fl. 
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i'fenagement  of  County  Properties  and  Roads 
Bond  Issues 

Ig.      CAIJC^LLSD  301^  COUPONS,    193!^ — .      1   f.b. 
Cancelled  county  refunding  bonds  and  coupons,  showing  date  and  anount  of 
bonds,    dates  of   issue  aind  cancellation,    value  of  coupons,    date  of  payment, 
name  and  addi-ess  of  bond  subscriber,    and  date  of  filing.      No  obvious  arr. 
No   index.      Typed  on  pr.    fm.      11   x  5  x  lU.      Co.    elk. ' s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

19.  rzgist:^.  school  district  bonds,  1928—.    1  V.  (1). 

Clerk's  register  of  school  bonds,  showing  name  of  school  district,  n-omber, 
date,  ejnount,  and  purpose  of  bond,  rate  of  interest,  gjid  dates  of  maturity 
and  registrr.tion.  Arr.  by  name  of  school  district.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.   hdgs.      101  p.    16  X  12  x  1.      Co.    elk. • s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

20.  PAID  COITNTY  COURT  HOUSE  CERTIFICATE,    1855-1 900.      1   f.b. 

Files  of  certificates  issued  upon  building  of  coiirt  house,    showing  dates  of 
issue  ?jid  maturity,    name  of  purchaser,    amount  of  certificate,    rate  of  inter- 
est,   signat\ires  of  chairmaji  of  board  of   supervisors  and  county  clerk,    and 
dates  of  payments  and  cancellation.     No  obvious  arr.     No  index.      Hdw.    on  pr. 
fm.      ^-  X  5|  X  10.      Co.    elk. ' s  strm. ,    attic. 

Insurpjice 

21.  INSURAI>IC3  POLICIES,    I867— .      2  f.b. 

County  clerk's  files  of   insurance  policies  on  county  property,    showing 
number,    date,    amoijnt,    and  provisions  of  policy,    and  description  of  insnrad 
property.      No  obvious  arr.      No  index.     Hdw.    on  pr.    fm.    and  typed  on  pr.   fm. 
11  X  5  X  Ih.      Co.    elk. 's  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


Reports  to  Board 
(See  also  entries  1,  2) 

22.  B^iJIC  STATEi/JIOTS,    193^--.      1   f.b. 

Reports  to  county  boa.rd  of  banks  in  which  public  moneys  are  deposited,  show- 
ing name  and  location  of  bank,  date  of  report,  and  amounts  of  assets  and 
liabilities.  No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   Typed.   11  x  5  x  lU.   Co.  elk. 's 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

23.  (AUDITED  REPORTS  OF  COUNTY  CLERK),  193U— .   1  f.b. 

Auditor's  annual   report  of  fina,ncial   condition  of  county  clerk's  ax;counts, 
showing  date,    amount,    source  and  purpose  of  receipts  and  expenditures,    and 
total  amoijnts  of  eg,ch  fund,    name  of  auditor,    and  date.     Arr.    by  date  of 
report.      No   index.      Typed.      3^  x  3*  x  10.     Co.    elk. ' s  off.,    1st  fl. 
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Jur:/  Lists 
(See  also   entry  1) 

24.     JURY  LIST,    1372—.      3  v.    (1,    2,    2).      1839-71  in  Supervisors' 
Record,    entry  2. 
List  of  jurors   selected  by  county  board  for  jury  service,    showing  names  of 
persons  selected,   and  dates  of  drawing  and  court  terns.     Arr.   by  date  of 
selection.     No   index.     1872-1930,   hdw,  on  pr.   f m. ;    1931 — ,   hdw.     300  p. 
18  X  12  X  2,     V.   1,    1873-1908,    CO.    elk. ' s   strm.,    attic;    v.    2,    2,    1909 — , 
CO.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  25,  p,  150) 


II.  COIWTY  CLERK 


Forerunner  of  the  present  county  clerk  was  the  clerk  of  the  county 
commissioners'  court.   This  court  v/as  the  administrative  body^  in  De  Witt 
County  from  1839,  the  date  of  organization  of  the  county,  to  1849, 
The  Constitution  of  1848  and  lav^s  of  1849  created  a  nev;-  judicial  branch 
of  county  government  presided  over  by  the  county  judge  and  entitled  the 
"county  court,"  and  provided  for  the  quadrennial  election  of  a  "clerk  of 
the  county  court, "2  In  addition  to  his  duties  as  clerk  of  the  judicial 
court,  the  incumbent  vms  also  to  act  as  clerk  of  the  adniinistrative 
branch  of  government  which  consisted  of  the  county  judge  and  tv.'o  jus- 
tices of  the  peace. 2  In  1858  De  Witt'. County  adopted  the  tovmship  form 
of  government,  necessitating  the  election  of  township  supervisors  to 
supplant  the  county  court  as  the  county  administrative  bodyj^  accordingly, 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  became  clerk,  ex  officio,  of  the  board  of 
supervisors. 5 

The  above-mentioned  clerks  all  performed  the  duties  of  county  clerk 
as  well  as  those  of  clerks  of  a  judicial  or  administrative  body.   In  fact, 
legislation  frequently  referred  to  these  incumbents  as  "county  clerk" 
when  defining  dutios  relating  to  county  business  as  distinct  from  their 
duties  in  other  capacities.  The  Constitution  of  1870  specifically  pro- 
vided for  a  county  clerk^  v^ho  has  continued  to  act  to  the  present  in  this 
capacity  and  also  as  clerk  of  the  county  board'^  and  clerk  of  the  county 
court, 8  The  revised  statutes  of  1874  adopted  the  use  of  a  distinction  of 
titles  for  each  of  his  ex  officio  duties,  applying  the  title  "county 
clerk"  only  when  referring  to  his  services  as  such,^  It  is  the  performance 
of  these  duties  that  gives  rise  to  the  records  dealt  with  in  this  section. 

An  act  of  1837  required  that  tlic  clerk  of  the. county  oommissionors' 
court  be  elected. ■'■'^  In  1839,  the  year  De  7fitt  County  was  organized,  this 
officer  vjt.s  elected  for  a  four-year  termj  a  two-year  term  became  effec- 
tive in  1847,11  A  bond  of  $1,000  was  required, 12  The  clerk  of  the  county 


1.  Const.  1818,  Schedule,  sec.  4;  L,  1819,  p.  175, 

2.  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  16,18,19;  L.  1849,  p.  62,63. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  65,66. 

4.  Const,  1848,  Art,  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1851,  p.  38,50, 

5.  L.  1851,  p.  52;  L.  1861,  p.  237, 

6.  Art.  VI,  sec.  18  and  Art,  X,  sec,  8. 

7.  R.S.  1874,  p,  322. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  260. 

9.  TSIcT.,  p.  260,322, 

10.  LrT837,  p,  49. 

11.  L.  1845,  p,  28.  Effective  in  1847, 

12.  L,  1819,  p,  176,177;  R.L,  1833,  p,  143;  R.S.  1845,  p.  131, 
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court   served  for  a  four-year  term  and  was  bonded  in  the   svun  of  $3,000.1 
The  Constitution  of  1870  and  the  revised  statutes  of  1874,    establishing 
the  office  of  couiity  clerk,    provided  for  his  election  for  a  quadrennial 
term,    and  that   the  amount  of  his  bond  be   set  by  the  county  board,2     The 
bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of  his  office,    and  deposited  with  the 
clork  of  tiiG  circuit  court.     He  is  required  to   take  oath,    and  is  comr.is- 
sionjd  oy  the  Governor. 3     The  compensation  of   the  county  clerk  is  fixed 
by  the  countj?'  board  v/ithin  the  limits  set  by  the  constitution.      In  coun- 
ties the   size  of  Do  Witt  vath  a  population  of  18,244,    the  compensation 
of  the  county  clerk  is  not  to  exceed  $1,500  a  year. 4     The  county  seal  is 
kept  by  the  clerk  and  is  used  by  him  vriien  required. 

In  general,    the  county  clerk's  performance  of  his  functions  results 
in  records  relating  to   the  following:    taxation,    vital   statistics,   licen- 
ses,   and  bonds.     Various  officials  and  agencies  having  authority  over 
these  matters  report  to,    or  deposit  records  with,    the  county  clerk  who   in 
this  manner  acts  as  a  coordinating  factor  in  the  execution  of  local  and  . 
st?,te  affairs.      In  regard  to  other  of  these  matters,    the  clerk  is  required 
to  perforn  duties  on  his  own  behalf  and  retain  the  records  resulting  from 
such  perfori-.iance. 

Illustrations  of  both  of   these  procedures  may  be  found  by  examining 
the  various  duties  and  records  relating  to    taxation.     The   county  clerk 
must  procure  all  books  and  blanks  used  in  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes,    and  list  in  such  books  the  lands  and  lots  subject  to   taxation;^ 
they  are  then  turned  over  to    the   supervisor  of  assessments  who  has  the   tovrn- 
sliip  assessors  enter  the  valuations  against  each  piece  of  property  listed. 
The   supervisor  cotipletes  revisions  and  corrections  upon  complaint  of  prop- 
erty owners  and  returns  the  books  in  duplicate  to  the  county  clerk. 6     Per- 
sonal property  assessments  are  handled  in  essentially  the   same  manner.     The 
bojiird  of  review  then  mrkes  adjustments  on  complaints  and  equalizes  acsess- 
s.onts  between  districts,    certifying  corrections  and  revisions  to   the  county 
clerk. "7     The   county  clerk  then  reports  the  entire  assessment  list   to   the 


1.  L.  1849,  p.  53,64. 

2.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  R.S.  1874,  p.  321. 

3.  Ibid. 

4.  Const.  1870,  Art,  X,  sec.  10. 

5.  L.   1367,   p.   105;    L.    1371-72,   p.    19,20,32;    L,    1903,    p.    297,     During   the 
period  of   the  first  constitution  such  books  and  lists  were  prepared 
by  the  auditor  of  public  acco\ints  and   turned  over  to   the  clerk  of 

the  county  commissioners'  court  (L.  1825,  p.  173;  R.L.  1827,  p.  329; 
L,  1339,  p.  3,4;  L,  1847,  p,  79), 

6.  The  treasurer  became  supervisor  of  assessments,  ex  officio,  in  1893 
(L,  1893,  p.  36-44);  for  prior  assessment  officers  in  De  'Titt,  see 
ch.  X,  Supervisor  of  Assessments. 

7.  L.  1898,  p,  36-44. 
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State  Tax  Commission  for  equalization;  the  equalized  list  is  afterwards 
used  by  the  county  clerk  in  ascertaining  tax  rates  and  extending  taxes. ^ 

The  State  Tax  Commission  also  certifies  to  the  county  clerk  the  as- 
sessments on  the  capital  stock  of  corporations  and  railroad  and  telegraph 
companies,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  extend  these  taxes  and  retain 
the  books  after  use  by  the  collector.'^ 

The  books  are  next  turned  over  to  the  county  collector  who,  after 
collection,  returnslists  of  collections, ^together  vdth  lists  of  uncol- 
lected real  and  personal  property  taxes. "^  The  county  clerk  attends  all 
tax  sales,  prepares  a  list  of  all  sales  and  issues  duplicate  reports 
thereof,  records  affidavits  of  purchases  cf  property  for  taxes,  and  keeps 
a  record  known  as  the  "tax  judprment,  sale,  redemption,  and  forfeiture  rec- 
ord. "^ 

An  extensive  group  of  records  of  vital  statistics  is  kept  by  the  coun- 
ty clerk,  including  records  relating  to  births  and  deaths,  marriages,  phj^si- 
cians,  and  midwives.   The  first  legislation  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of 
vital  statistics  was  included  in  the  act  for  the  establishment  of  medical 
societies. 5  One  section  of  this  act  made  it  the  duty  of  every  physician 
to  keep  a  record  of  births,  deaths,  and  diseases  occurring  within  the  vi- 
cinity cf  his  practice,  and  to  transmit  such  record  to  his  medical  society, 
whereupon  the  record  was  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers.   In  1843  it  v;es 
provided  that  a  parent  could  appear  before  the  clerk  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court  and  make  affidavit  as  to  the  birth  of  a  child  and  the  eld- 
est next  of  kin  of  a  deceased  person  could  similarly  appear  and  make  affi- 
davit as  to  death. 6   It  is  probable  that  the  tenor  of  the  above-mentioned 
laws  explains  the  fact  that  no  birth  or  death  records  existed  in  De  Witt 
County  prior  to  1877,  the  first  law,  1819,  requiring  no  public  record  to  be 
kept  and  that  of  1843  providing  that  affidavits  "may"  be  made.   The  act 
of  1877  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  required  that  all  births  and 
deaths  in  the  county  be  reported  to  the  county  clerk  by  the  attending 
physicians  or  accouchers.'   Teetli  were  put  into  this  and  subsequent  lavre 
b;.-  providing  penalties  for  noncompliance.   In  1901,  death  certificates 
issued  by  physicians,  midwives,  or  coroners  vrere  to  be  presented  to  to\\Ti 
clerks  who  as  the  local  registrars  issued  burial  permits  and  fonvarded 
the  certificates  to  the  county  clerk. ^   In  1903,  certificates  of  death 


L.  1919,  p,  723. 

L.  1871-72,  p.  11,13,16;  L.  1937,  p.  1011,1012. 

L.  1849,  p.  124,125;  L.  1871-72,  p.  55;  L.  1931,  p.  759. 

L.  1339,  p.  15;  L.  1871-72,  p.  40;  L.  1879,  p,  250. 

L.  1819,  p.  233. 

L.  1843,  p.  210-12. 

L.  1877,  p.  209. 

L.  1901,  p.  302,303. 
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were  to  be  directly  turned  over   to   the  State  Board  of  Health  hy  every 
physician  and  midwife.      The  state  board  recorded  these  certificates  and 
then  delivered  thorn  to   the  county  clerk, 1     Later   it  was  provided  that   tho 
township  clerks  could  annuedly  deposit  with  the  county  clerk  a  complete 
set  of  the  records  of  births,    stillbirths,    and  deaths  registered  with  them. 
The  county  clerk  was   charged  with  binding  and  indexing,    or  recording,    and 
safekeeping  of  such  records. 2     Prom  the  earliest  date,    the  legislation  in 
regard  to   these  matters  provided  that  the  clerk  retain  the  abstracts  and 
certificates,   keep   a  record  of  births,    and  deaths,   maintain  alphabetical 
indexes,    and  issue  certified  copies  of  cortificatea  upon  request,     Tho 
clerk  has  also  been  required  to  prepare  a  register  of  all  physicians  and 
accouchers  in  the  county, 3 

Since  the  organization  of  De  Vitt  County  in  1839,    the  coujity  clerk, 
or,    at  that  time  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners'    court,   has  been  required 
to  file  marriage  c'ertificates  and  certificates  of  parents'    consent  to   the 
marriage  of  minors,'^     The  clerk  was  also  required  to  keep   a  separate  regis- 
ter of  marriages  in  addition  to   his  file  of  certificates, 5     Before  1377, 
persons  desiring  to  marry  were  required  to   secure  licenses  from  the  county 
clerk  only  when   they  had  not  previously  published  such  intention,   but  in 
that  year   the  securing  of  a  license  was  medo  mandatory, °     Although  a  record 
of  applications  for  marriage  licenses  has  been  kept  by  the  clerk  in  this 
county  since  1876,    an  act  of  1937  smpears   to  be  the  first  legislation  re- 
quiring the  maintenance  of  such  a  record,^     The  same  act  provides   that  per- 
sons desiring  to  marry  shall  present  to   the  county  clerk  a  certificate  set- 
ting forth  that  such  persons  are  free  from  veneresd  diseases,    such  certif- 
icates to  be  filed  with  the  application  for  license  to  maxry,8     Indexes 
to  mnrriage  records  have  been  kept  In  De  Witt  County  since  Its  organization 
in  1839, 

The  county  clerk  is  charged  with  a  number  of  duties  relating  to 
elections:  preparing  and  issuing  blank  ballots, ^  poll  books, ^0  and  cer- 
tificates of  election, 11   and  keeping  a  rocord  of  registers  of  election, 12 


1.  L,   1903,   p,    315-18, 

2.  L.   1915,   p,    667. 

3.  L,   1877,   p,    309. 

4.  L,   1819,  p,    27;    R.S,   1845,   p,    354{    R.S.   1874,   p.    694, 

5.  R.L,    1827,   p,   289, 

6.  L.    1877,   p.    130, 

7.  L.   1937,   p.   909, 

8.  Ibid.,   p.   910. 

9.  L,   1891,   p.    113:    L.    1911,   p.    311, 

10.  L,   1871-72,    p,    386, 

11.  L.   1819,   p,   96;    L.    18a,   p,    79;    L,   1823,   p,    64;    L.    1885,   p,    176. 

12.  L.    1865,   p,    59;    L,    1871-72,   p.    386, 
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petitions,^  and  marked  ballots, ^  tally  sheets, 3  and  election  returns  which 
are  transmitted  to  him  "by  the  judges  of  election.   Abstracts  of  returns 
were  formerly  prepared  by  the  clerk,  but  these  are  norv  originated  by  the 
election  commissioners  or  Judges  of  election  and  deposited  T?ith  the  clerk. 
Returned  ballots  are  destroyed  by  the  clerk  six  months  after  election,  pro- 
vided no  contest  in  which  the  ballots  are  needed  is  in  progress, 5  In  1889, 
when  returns  of  elections  for  school  trustees  were  made  to  the  county  clerk, 
he  was  charged  rrith  furnishing  to  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  a 
list  of  all  such  trustees."  Now  the  clerk  docs  not  enter  into  the  procedure, 
the  school  trusrees  canvassing  the  returns  and  certifying  directly  to  the 
superintendent  of  schools.' 

The  bonds  of  a  number  of  officials  axe  required  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  clerk  for  filing  and  entering  in  a  book  maintained  for  that  purpose. ° 
Justices'  of  the  peace  and  constables'  oaths,  bonds,  and  securities  are  ap- 
proved by  the  clerk  and  entered  in  a  separate  book  in  accordance  with  statti- 
tory  requirement,'  This  book  shows  the  date  on  which  each  justice  of  the 
peace  and  constable  was  sworn  into  office  and  the  date  of  commission  by  the 
Governor.   Resignations  from  these  office  are  made  to  the  county  clerk  who 
enters  such  fact  in  the  justices'  and  constables'  record,9 

The  clerk  is  also  charged  with  issuing  licenses  to  taverns, •'■'^  fei^ 
ries.^l  etc.,  and  keeping  records  of  the  same.   Other  recordations  made 
are:  records  relating  to  estrays;^^  registers  of  professionals,  including 
physicians, •'•3  midwives,-'-^  dentists, ^5  chiropodists,-^"  and  veterinarians; ^7 
list  of  town  officers  which  is  furnished  annually  by  the  town  clerk; -^^ 


1. 
2. 

3. 

U. 

5. 
6, 

7. 
s, 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 
iK 

15. 

16, 

17. 
18, 


L.  1911,  p.  310,311;  L.  1929,  p.  ^22. 

L.  I89I,  p.  118. 

L.  I885,  p.  1U3. 

L.  I8I9,  p.  86;  L.  1821,  p,  77;  1.  182},  p.  6U;  L.  I87I-72,  p.  389. 

L.  1917.  p.  ^+^. 

L.  1889,  p.  271,322. 

L.  1909,  p.  352. 

R.S.  I8U5,  p.  396,397;  L.  I86I,  p.  237,238;  R.S.  I87U,  p.  325;  L.  1895, 

p.  188. 

Ibid. 

L.  I8I9,  p.  77-79;  L.  1933-3^,  Second  Sp.  Sess. ,  p.  6U-66. 

R.L.  1827,  p.  221;  R.  S.  I87U,  p.  53O. 

L.  I8I9,  p.  206,207;  R.S.  I87U,  p.  U83. 

L.  1877.  p.  209;  L.  1899.  p.  275;  L.  1923,  p.  UUl,Ul|2. 

md. 

L,  1881,  p.  79:  L.  1899.  p.  273;  L.  1909,  p.  279;  L.  1933.  p.  711. 

L,  1899,  p.  280;  L.  1935.  P.  995- 

L,  1917.  p.  591. 

L.  I86I,  p.  226;  R.S.  I87U,  p.  1077. 
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record  of  notaries  putlic;^   and  book  of  state  civil  service  rules, 2 
Referring  to  his  list  of  town  officers,    the  county  clerk  reports  annually 
to  the  State  Department  of  Public  Health  the  names  and  addresses  of   the 
sirpervisor,    assessor,    and  clerk  of  each  tovmship,    and  the  dates  of  the 
expiration  of  their  torms  of  office.'^ 

Included  in  the  provision  that  the  county  clerk  be  charged  with  the 
care  and  custody  of  all  records,   books,    and  papers  appertaining  to,    and 
filed  or  deposited  in,   his  office^  are  those  duties  as  clerk  of  the  county 
board,   wherein  ho  is  required  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and 
to  file  all   their  books,    records,    and  accounts.^     Also   included  are  his 
record-keeping  duties,    ex  officio,    as  clerk  of   the  county  court,    with  its 
resulting  duties   in  relation   to  probate  matters.^     The  clerk  is  also  re- 
quired to  keep  jury  lists'''  and  a  book  in  which  he  enters  details  as   to 
orders  vtpon   the  treasurer.     He  is  further  required  to  maintain  alphabeti- 
cal indexes  of  all  records  and  papers  in  his  office,    and  to   siapply  copies 
of  these  records  or  papers   to   3jay  person  upon  request  and  payment  of  the 
required  foe.^ 

Taxation 
(See  also   entries  79,    128,    273-290,    S59,    361-368, 

370,    371,    375) 

Lists  of  Taxable 
Property,    Levies 

25.      DOCKET  OF  AI-IOUNTS  WANTED,    1877—.      2  v.    (A,    C).     Missing:    1903-15. 
County  clerk's  docket  of  amounts  wanted,    showing  name  of  township,    state 
equalized  value,    railroad  valuations,   rate,    total  valuation,    amount  required, 
date  of  filing  certificate,    and  year  needed.      Arr.   by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  tv/p.     Hdw.  under  pr.   hdgs.      288  p.   16  x  11  x  2, 
V.   A,    1877-1902,    co,    elk. ' s   strm. ,    attic;    v.    C,    1916--,    co.    clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 


1.  L.    1871-72,    p.    575;    R. S.    1874,    p.   721;    L.    1875,   p.    88. 

2.  L.    1905,   p.    il5. 

3.  L.   1923,   p.    480. 

4.  R.S.    1874',   p.    322. 

5.  L.    1861,   p.    239;    R.S.    1874,    p.    322. 

6.  Ibid.,    p.    250. 

7.  Ibid.,   p.   630. 

8.  Ibid.,   p.    321. 
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26.  TAX  LE^^ISS,  I85I— .  31  f.b.  Missing:  I869-S5.  1901-2,  1912-2U. 
Files  of  documents  concerning  various  tax  levies  on  the  real  and  personal 
property  in  eauch   t0',vnship,  including  levies  for  schools,  roads,  and 
"bridges,  city  improvements,  and  delinquent  road  teji.      These  papers  include 
lists  of  taxable  real  estate,  showing  description  of  lainds,  amount  of  tajc, 
and  dates  of  payments  and  filing.  No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   I85I-62, 
hdw.  ;  IS63 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  f m. ,  and  hdw.  •'andor  pr.  hdgs. 

^  X  %  X  10  -  11  X  5  X  lU.   28  f.b.,  1351-08,  I880-I9OO,  1903--.  CO. 
elk.  '  s^'strn. ,  attic;  3  f.b.,  I925— ,  co.  elk.  '  s  off.,  1st  fl. 

27.  ASSZSSOR'S  BOOKS,  IS39— .   III3  v.   (De  Witt  County  as  a  whole, 
1339-59.   10  V.   -.tissing:  I8UO-U3,  I8U5,  I8U9-52,  I85U,  1357, 

1859. 

Barnett  Township,  1860~.  Sh  v.  Missing:  I563-6U. 

Clintonia  Township,  ISoO — .   107  v.   I/.issing:  186U. 

Creek  To\-mship,  1860~.   S3  v.   Missing:  I803,  1870. 

De  Titt  Township,  ISbO— .   SO  v.   Missing:  I863,  1866,  I876, 

1877.  1S99. 

Harp  Township,  13o0~.   82  v.   Missing:  1862,  1866,  1877- 

"ixon  Township,  I80O— .   83  v.   Missing:  1863,  1870. 

Rutledge  Township,  1860~.  8U  v.   Missing:  I876. 

Santa  Anna  Township,  186o~.   32  v.   Missing:  18UU,  IS77. 

Texas  Township,  I860 — .  SU  v.   Missing:  1880,  1890. 

Tunbridge  Township,  I86O — .  8k   v.   Missing:  1866. 

Wr.pella  Township,  1360 — .   85  v. 

Waynesville  Township,  1860~.   85  v. 

'.Tilson  Township,  1360--.   80  v.   Missing:  I863,  1866,  1876-77. 

1899). 
Lists  of  taxa,ble  real  estate  and  personal  property,  showing  name  of  owner, 
description  of  property,  assessed  valuation,  tax  spree.d,  and  total  amount 
of  assessments.  Real  estate  arr.  t^j.   sec,  twp.,  and  rajige  nos.  ;  personal 
property  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  ovmer.   No  index.   1839-50,  hdw. ;  I85I — , 
hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   70  -  360  p.  12  x  S  x  1  -  18  x  I5  x  2.   1019  v., 
I839-I936,  CO.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  9^  v. ,  1935—,  co.  elk.  '  s  off.,  1st  fl. 

28.  RAILROAD  TAX  SOOK  (and  Telephone  and  Telegraph),  1376—. 
h  V.  (1  not  labeled,  U-6).   I^Iissing:  I895-I9I8. 

Lists  of  taxable  railroad  and  telegraph  property,  and  telephone  property 
subsequent  to  188U,  showing  name  of  company,  description  of  property,  va3.ue 
of  rolling  stock  and  improvements,  tax  rate,  total  amount  of  tax,  amount  of 
payments,  and  year  of  assessment.   Arr.  by  d8,te  of  levy.   No  index.   Hdw. 
under  pr.  hd^s.   160  p.  17  x  ik  x  Ih.      1   v.  not  labeled,  I876-9U,  co.  clk.'s 
strm.,  attic;  v.  k-S,    1919—.  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

29.  ABSTRACT  OF  ASS3SSMENTS.  IS7U— .   6  v.  ik   not  labeled,  A,  C). 
'.lissing:  I916-21,  1927-3!-;-. 

Statements  of  columnar  footings  of  assessment  books,  showing  full  and 
assessed  val\iation  ajid  ajnount  of  taxes  on  lands  and  lots  unimnroved  and 
inproved  lands.   Arr.  by  date  of  levy.   No  index.   Hdw.  vmder  pr.  hdgs. 
120  p.  17  X  15  X  14.  3  V.  not  labeled,  v.  A,  I87I4-1915,  co.  clk.'s  strm., 
attic;  V.  G,  1  not  labeled,  1916— ,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


-  152  - 
(30-32)  Coimty  Clerk  -  Taxation 


30.  (ABSIRACT  OF  LANDS  -  MASKS  AtTO  BRANDS),    1829-39,    1846-82.      1  T, 
Transcript  from  Macon  CoTinty  records  of  list  of  lands  fomerly  in  Macon 
County  now  lying  in  De  Witt,    subject  to   taxation,   1829-39,    showing  date, 
name  of  owner,   legal  description  of  property,    acreage,    and  value  of  land; 
latter  part  of  volume  contains  record  of  marics  and  'brands,   1846-82,    show- 
ing description  of  mark  or  brand,   and  date  of  registration.     Arr.  by  date 
of  transcript.     No   index.     Hdw,     Volume  in  poor  condition,     75  p, 

14  X  9  X  1.      Co,    clk,'s  strm.,    attic. 

31.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOK  (Tax  List),    1848-57.      3  v.      Missing:   1849-54, 
Titlo  varies:   Lands  Listed  for  Taxation,   1  v.,   1848;   Assessors' 
Lands  &  Lots,   1  v. ,    1855-56. 

Original  listing  of  lands  listed  for  taxation,    showing  names  of  owner,   lo- 
cation and  legal  description  of  lands,   number  of  acres,    total  value,   amount 
of  state,    county,    and  road  tax,    and  dates.     Volume  for  1848   shov/s  name  of 
patentee  and  date  of  entry;    volume  for  1857  includes   amount  of  school   tax 
and  list  of  personal  property.     Arr.  by  sec,    tv/p.,    and  range  nos.     No 
index.     1848,   hdw.;    1855-57,    hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs".     300  p.   14  x  9  x  l|.     Co. 
elk.' 3  strm.,    attic. 

Collection, 
Abatement 

32.  COLLECTOR'S  BOOKS,    1848—.      728  v.      (De  Witt  County  as  a  whole, 
1848-57,    1904,    1914~.      62  v.     Missing:   1850-56,    1858-60. 
Barnett  Township,   1661-1903,    1905-13.     51  v.     Missing:   1881. 
Clintonia  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      52  v. 

Creek  Township,    1861-1903,   1905-13.     50  v.     Missing:   1861,    1870. 

De  Witt  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      52  v. 

Harp  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      51  v.     Missing:   1874. 

Nixon  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      52  v. 

Rutledge  Tovmship.   1861-1903,   1905-13.     51  v.     Missing:   1872. 

Santa  Anna  Township,   1861-1903,    1905-13.      51   v.     Missing:   1873. 

Texas  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      50  v.     Missing:   1871. 

Tunbridge  Township,  1851-1903,  1905-13.  51  v.  Missing:  1882, 

Wapella  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      51  v.     Kissing:   1862. 

Waynesville  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      52  v. 

Wilson  Township,    1861-1903,    1905-13.      52  v.). 
Lists  of  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property,    showing  name  of  owner, 
description  and  value  of  property,    amount  of  taxes,   name  of  payer,    and  date 
of  payment.      In  1904,    and  1914 — ,    the  township  books  are  combined  in  two 
volumes  for  each  year.     Also   contains  Abatement  Record,   1841-1935,    entry  287. 
Real  estate  arr.   by  sec,    twp.,    and  range  nos.;   personal  property  arr.    ?lph. 
by  name  of  owner.     No  index,      1848-49,    hdw.;   1857 — ,    hdw.  \inder  pr.   hdgs. 
90  -  400  p.    15  X  10  X  a  -  18  X  15  X  ^,     672  v.,    1848-1913,    co.    clk.'s  strm., 
attic;    50  v.,    1914-36,    co.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl.;    6  v.,    1937—,    treas.'s 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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33.  DELINQUENT  LIST,  1864-1917.   45  v.   1841-59  in  Record  (Lands 
Sold  for  Taxes), entry  41;  1860-63  in  Tax  Judgment  Record, 
entrj.-  37;  1918 —  in  Tax  Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption  and  Forfei- 
ture Record,  entr;/  35. 

Lists  of  delinquent  taxes  on  real  estate  and  personal  property,  shovdng 
name  and  address  of  owner,  description  of  property,  amounts  of  delin- 
quent tax,  costs  and  interest,  name  and  nvimbor  of  tovmship,  and  date  of 
payment.  Arr.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  225  p, 
18  X  14  X  2g-.  Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 

Judgment,  Salo, 
Redemption,  Forfeiture 

34.  iraEX  TO  TA;:  SiiLES,  1845—.   2  v.  (A,  B). 

Index  to  Tax  Judgment,  Sales,  Redemption  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry 
35;  Salo  and  Redemption  Record,  entry  36;  Tax  Judgment  Record,  entry 
37;  Tax  Sale  Record,  entry  40;  and  Record  (Lands  Sold  for  Taxes),  entry 
41;  shomng  section,  tovmship,  and  range  numbers,  description  of  land, 
year,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  by  sec,  tv;p.,  and  range  nos. 
Hdv7.  under  pr.  hdgs.  630  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  elk. »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

35.  T;>X  JUDGIffilKT,  SALS,  REDEI^IPTIOH  /JTD  FORFEITURE  RECORD,  1880—. 
12  V.  (D-M,  1  not  labeled,  O). 

Record  of  tax  judgments,  sales,  redemptions  and  forfeitures,  showing 
names  of  o\vncr  and  redeemer  or  purchaser,  legal  description  and  value 
of  property,  amounts  of  taxes,  costs,  and  penalties  due,  dates  of  judg- 
ment, sale,  redemption,  and  trjc  deed,  and  certification  by  county  clerk. 
Also  contains  Delinquent  List,  1916—,  entry  33.   Sale  and  Redemption 
Record,  cntrj'-  36;  Tax  Judgment  Record,  entry  37;  Tax  Sale  Record,  entry 
40;  Record  (Lands  Sold  for  Taxes),  entry  41,  previously  kept  separately. 
Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  For  index,  see  entry  34.   1880-1933,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.;  1934—,  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.,  and  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs. 
250  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

36.  S.iE  ;j©  REDEJffTION  RECORD,  1877-79.   1  v.   1880—  in  Tax 
Judgment,  Sale,  Redemption  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  35, 

Record  of  judgment  and  sale  of  lands  for  taxes,  showing  name  of  ovmer, 
location  a:id  legal  description  of  land,  tax  year  due,  amount  of  judgment 
and  costs,  amount  and  date  of  sale,  najne  of  purchaser  or  redeemer,  and 
total  amount  of  redemption.  Also  contains  Tax  Sale  Record,  1877-79, 
entry  40.  Arr.  by  d^tc  of  sale.  For  index,  see  entry  34.  Hdv.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   320  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

37.  T;jf  JiroGI.^ENT  RECORD,  1860-79,   4  v.  (1  not  labeled,  A-C). 
Title  varies:  Judgment  Book,  1  v.,  1860-61.   1880—  in  Tax 
Judgment,  Salo,  Redemption  and  Forfeiture  Record,  entry  35. 

Record  of  tax  judgments  on  delinquent  lands  and  lots,  showing  date, 
legal  description  of  property,  amounts  of  delinquency  and  interest, 
total  amount  due,  rjid  petition  for  judgment.  Also  contains  Delinquent 
List,  1860-63,  entry  33;  Sale  and  Redemption  Record,  1860-76,  entry  36; 
Tax  Sale  Record,  1860-61,  entry  40;  Record  (Lands  Sold  for  Taxes), 
1860-79,  entry  41,  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.  For  index,  see  entry  34, 
Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs,   250  p,  18  x  13  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


-  154  - 
(•  >-i3)  County  Clerk  -  Vital 

Statistics 


38.  AJFIDAVIT  FOR  TAX  D2ED,    1873 — .      2  v. 

Copies  of  affidavits  for  tax  deeds,    showing  date,    amount  and  places  of   sale, 
nnx:es  of  purchaser  and  owner,    legal  description  of  property,    total  tax,    in- 
tarsiit,    and  costs,    and  signatures  of  treasurer,    co'onty  clerk,    and  sheriff. 
Arr.   by  date  of   sale.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  purchaser.      1873,   hdw.   on 
pr,   fin.;    1874 — ,   hdw.   and  typed  on  pr.   fm.      284  -  500  p.    18  x  12  x  2  - 
18  X  12  X  3.      Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

39.  TAX  SALE  CERTIFICATE  OF  PURCHASE,    1909-14.      2  f.b.      1843-1908, 
1915-30  in  (Common  Law  and  Probate  Files),    entry  119;    1931 —  in 
Liquor  Bonds,   Miscellaneous  Certificates,    entry  65. 

Certificates  of  taix  sale  purchase,    showing  date,    name     of  purchaser,    legal 
description  of  property,    total  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,    special  assess- 
ments,   interest,   penalties  and  costs,    date  and  arvotint  of   sale,    and  signa- 
tures of  county  collector  and  county  clerk.     l-Io  obvious  arr.     No  index.     Hdw. 
oa  pr.   fm.    and  typed  on  pr.    fn.      5^   x  3-^  x  10.     Co.   clk.'s  strm. ,    attic. 

40.  TAX  SALE  R2C0PX,    1862-76.      2  v.    (A,    B) .      1877-79  in  Sale  and 
Redeinption  Record,    entry  36;    1380 —  in  Tax  Judgment,    Sale,  Redemp- 
tion and  Forfeit\ire  Record,    entry  35. 

Record  of  lands  and  lots   sold  for  taxes  and  costs,    showing  name  of  o\7ner, 
lo-;r.l  description  of  property,    acreage,   date  and  aniount  of   sale,    ojid  rer^arks. 
Arr.    oy  date  of   sale.     For  index,    see  entry  34.     Hdw.  \inder  pr.   hdgs. 
':50  p.   18  X  14  X  2.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

41.  RECORD    (Lands  Sold  for  Taxes),    1841-59.     3  v.     Title  varies: 

Tax  Sale  Records,    1  v.,    1845-51.      1860-79  in  Tax  Judgment  Record, 
entry  37;    1880 —  in  Tax  Judgment,    Sale,   Redemption  and  Forfeitiare 
Record,    entry  35. 
Lists  of  lands  and  town  lots   sold  by  state  for  taxes,    showing  names  of  owner, 
p  -i-chaser,   or  redeemer,    legal  description  and  valuation  of  property,    amount 
of   tax  and  costs,   and  dates  and  amounts  of   sale,   or  redemption.     Also   contains 
Eclinquent  List,    1841-59,    entry  33.     Arr.   by  date  of  sale.     1841-44,    no  index; 
lor  index,    1845-59,    see  entry  34.     Hdw.      200  p.   13  x  8  x  ^.     1  v.,    1841-49, 
CO,    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl.;    2  v.,    1845-59,    co.    clk.'s   strm. ,   attic. 

Vital  Statistics 
:3irths 

42.  lilDEX  TO  BIRTH  REGISTER,    1877—.      1  v. 

Index  to  Birth  Reports   (Certificates),    1916—,    entry  43,    and  Birth  Register, 
1877-1920,    entry  44,    showing  name  of  child,    date  of  birth,    certificate 
niunber,    ajid  book  and  page  of  entry.     Arr.   alph.   by  name  of  child.     Typed 
under  pr.  hdgs.     400  p.   14  x  12  x  2-j.     Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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43.  BIRTH  REPORTS    (Certificates),    1916  —  ,      11  v,    (1-5,    1916-26;  A-F, 
1927—). 

Copies   of  birth   certificates,    shovd.ng  date  and  number   of  certificate,   name, 
sex,   and  color  of  child,   date  and  place   of  birth,   names  and  occupations   of 
parents,    signature    of  attending  physician   or  midwife,   and  date   of  filing, 
1916-25,   arr.  alph,  by  name   of  child;    1926--,   arr.  by  date   of  filing.     For 
index,    see  entry  42 »     Hdw,  and  iyped  on  pr«   fm,      440  -  600  p.    18  x  14  x  2   - 
8x8x3.     Co.    clk.'s   vlt.,    1st  fl, 

44.  BIRTH  REGISTER,   1877-1926.      5  v.    (1-5). 

Register  of  births,    showing  certificate  number,  name,   sex,   and  color  or  race 
of  child,    date  and  place   of  birth,   names,    residence,    occupation  and  nation- 
ality of  parents,   date  of  return,  name  and  address   of  medical  attendant, 
signature   of  county  clerk,   and  date   of  filing,      1877-1919,   arr,  by  certifi- 
cate no.;    1920-26,   arr,  by  date   of  filing.      For  index,    1877-1920,    see 
entry  42;    1921-26,  no  index.      1877-1920,  hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs.;   1921-26, 
hdw,    on  pr,    fta,      440  p,   18  x   14  x  2,     Co,   elk, 's  vlt,,    1st   fl. 

Deaths  and 

Stillbirths 


45,  DEATH  INDEX  REGISTER,  1878--.   1  v. 

Index  to  Death  and  Stillbirth  Reports,  1926--,  entry  46,  and  Death  Register, 
1878-1926,  entry  47,  showing  name  of  deceased,  date  of  death,  and  book  and 
page  of  record,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs, 
200  p.  14  X  12  X  2.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

46,  DEATH  AND  STILLBIRTH  REPORTS,  1916—,   8  v,  (1-3,  1916-25;  A-E, 
1926—). 

Copies  of  death  and  stillbirth  certificates,  sKowing  date  and  number  of 
certificate,  name  of  deceased,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death  or  still- 
birth, date  and  place  of  burial,  personal  and  occupational  statistics, 
signatures  of  attending  physician,  undertaker,  and  county  clerk,  and  date 
of  filing,   1916-25,  arr,  alph,  by  name  of  deceased;  1926—,  arr.  by  certi- 
ficate number,   1916-25,  no  index;  for  index,  1926--,  see  entry  45,  Hdw, 
and  typed  on  pr.  fm,   550  p.  8  x  8  x  3,  Co,  cllc.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

47.  DEATH  REGISTER,  1878-1926.   3  v,  (1-3), 

Register  of  deaths  and  stillbirths,  showing  certificate  number,  names  of  de- 
ceased, physician,  and  undertaker,  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death,  person- 
al and  occupational  particulars,  place  of  burial,  and  signature  of  county 
clerk,   1878-1915,  arr,  by  date  of  death;  1916-26,  arr,  alph,  by  name  of 
deceased.  For  index,  see  en-^ry  45,  1878-1915,  hdw,  under  pr  hdgs,; 
1916—,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm,   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

48.  VETERANS'  DEATH  RECORD,  1935  —  ,   1  v. 

Record  of  certificates  of  death  of  United  States  war  veterans,  showing 
name,  age,  and  address  at  time  of  death,  marital  status,  birthplace,  en- 
listment and  service  record,  cause  and  date  of  death,  date  and  place  of 
burial,  and  names  and  addresses  of  informant  and  undertaker.  Arr,  alph,  by 
name  of  veteran.  No  index.  Typed  and  hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  30  p,  9  x  11  x  1^, 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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laarriages 

49.  APPLICA:^I0N  marriage  license,    1876—.     22  v.    (5  not  labeled,   7-23). 
Record  of  applications  for  marriage  licenses,    showing  names,   ages,   and  re&- 
idonces  of  applicants,    relationship,   date  and  number  of  applications, 
sis^^tujres  of  applicants,   and  date  of  issue.     Arr.   by  certificate  no.     No 
index.     Hdw.  on  pr.   fm.     470  p.   16  i  12  x  2.     5  v.   not  labeled,   v.  7-19, 
1876-1930,    CO.    clk.'s  strm.,    attic;   v,   30-22,   1931-37,    co.   elk. • s  vlt., 

1st  fl.;    V.   23,    1938—,    co.   clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

50.  IIARRIAGE  LICENSES,    1839 — .     22  f.b. 

Marriage  license  returns  showing  date  of  return,    date  and  place  of  marriage, 
names  of  bride,    groom,   witnesses,    and  county  clerk,   name  and  title  of  person 
performing  ceremony,   and  personal   statistics.     Arr.   by  date  of  return.     No 
index.     1839-55,   hdw.;    1856 — ,   hdw.   on  pr.    fm.      10  x  5  x  13.      Co.   clk.'s 
off.,    1st  fl, 

51.  MARRIAGE  REGISTER,    1839—.      6  v.    (A-E).     Title  varies:  Marriage 
Record,    4  v.,   A-D,    1839-1901. 

Register  of  marriages,    showing  date  and  number  of  license,   names,    ages,    and 
residences  of  bride  and  groom,   date  and  place  of  marriage,    names  of  witnes- 
ses and  person  performing  ceremony,    by  whom  certified,    and  date  of  return. 
1839-63,   arr.   by  date  of  entry;   1864—,    arr.   by  license  no.     For  index,    see 
entry  52.      1839-55,   hdw.;    1856 — ,   hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.     200  -  320  p. 
12  X  8  X  1  -  18  X  13  X  3.     Co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    Ist  fl. 

52.  I1>T3SX  TO  KiAPJlIAGE  RECORD,    1839—.      3  v.    (A-C). 

Index  to  Marriage  Register,    entry  51,    showing  names  of  bride  and  groom,    and 
book  and  page  of  entry.     Arr.    alph.   by  names  of  male  and  femaJe.     Typed 
under  pr.  hdgs.     300  p.   16  x  12  x  2.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,   1st  fl. 

Census 

53.  CO'.PSNDIUli  OF  THE  ENUlvERATION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  AND   STATISTICS 
OF  THE  UNITED   STATES,    1840.      1  v. 

Copy  obtained  from  the  department  of  state  of  the   sixth  census  returns, 
showing  population  of  states,    number  of  white  males  and  females,    number  of 
sV'We  males  and  females,    counties,   principal  towns,    recapitulation  of   the 
aggregate  vsJue  and  produce,    and  number  of  persons  employed  in  mines,    agri- 
culture,   commerce,   manufacturing,    and  other  occupations.     Arr.   geograph- 
ically.    No  index.     Printed.      380  p.   15  x  10  x  1.     Co.   clk.'s   strm.,  attic. 


Liconsos  and  Registers 


Register  of 
Officers 


54.      REGISTER  OF  COUNTY  COLGilSSIONERS,    1839-59.      1  v. 
Register  of  county  commissioners,    showing  names  and  addresses  of  connis- 
sioners,    :md  date  of   service.     Arr.   by  date  of   service.     No  index.     Hdv;. 
250  p.   15  X  9  X  1-^-.     Co.   clk.'s  strm.,   attic. 
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55.  RECORD  OF  TOWl^SHIP  OFFICERS,  1874-1916.  3  v.   Title  ^'aries: 
List  of  Township  Officers,  1  v.,  1874-95;  Journal,  1  v.,  1896- 
1915. 

Register  of  township  officers,  showing  name  and  address  of  officer,  title 
of  office,  dates  of  election,  and  expiration  of  term,   Arr.  by  date  of 
election.  Mo  index.   1874-95,  hdw, ;  1896 — ,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   350  p. 
15  X  10  X  l|.   2  v.,  1874-1915,  co,  clk.'s  strm. ,  attic;  1  v.,  1916,  co, 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Professional  Licenses 

and  Registers 

56.  RECORD  OF  PHYSICIMS'  CERTIFICATES,  1877—.   1  v,  (1). 
Copies  of  physicians'  certificates,  showing  name  of  applicant,  date  and 
school  of  graduation,  signatures  of  members  of  examining  board,  certifi- 
cate number,  and  dates  of  certificate  and  filing.   Arr,  by  date  of  fil- 
ing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  physician.   Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   430  p, 

18  X  13  X  Z^,     Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

57.  PHYSICIANS'  AND  ACCOUCHEURS'  REGISTER,  1877—.   1  v. 
Register  of  physicians  and  accoucheurs,  showing  name  and  address  of 
physician,  date  of  registration,  school  of  practice,  age,  nativity  and 
years  of  practice  in  State  of  Illinois,  total  years  of  practice,  date 
and  nature  of  certificate,  and  dates  of  receipt  and  filing;  also  con- 
tains certificates  of  homeopaths,  1877;  of  midwives,  1878-79;  of 
dentists,  1888;  of  veterinarians, 1899-1925;  of  osteopaths,  1904 — ;  of 
chiropractors,  1910 — .  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  applicant.  No  index. 
Hdw-,  under  pr.  hdgs.   160  p.  18  x  13  x  1^-,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

58.  REGISTER  OF  PHYSICIANS,  DENTIST  CERTIFICATES,  1911—.   1  v. 
(2). 

Copies  of  certificates  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  1919 — ,  dentists,  1911, 
osteopaths,  1918—,  and  chiropodists,  1938 — ,  showing  certificate  num- 
ber, name  of  professional,  date  of  issue,  signatures  of  superintendent 
of  registration  and  county  clerk,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  ncjnc  of  applicant,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   232  p, 
18  x  13  X  1-1,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

59.  ARCHITECTS'  RECORD,  1897—,   1  v.  (l).   Last  entry  1912, 
Copies  of  architects'  licenses,  showing  name  of  applicant,  date,  docu- 
ment number,  seal  of  examiners,  renewal  notice,  fee,  and  affidavits 
with  signatures  of  secretary  of  state,  president  of  state  board  of  oxcjn- 
inors,  :md  coujity  clerk,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  architect,   Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   144  p.  16  x  11  x  1, 
Co,  clk,'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Patents  (See  also 
entry  79[xxxi]) 

60.  PATENT  RECORD,  1868^71,  1  v.  Subsequent  record  filed  with 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  7?ashington,  D.C. 

Copies  of  certificates  of  patents,  showing  name  and  address  of  patentee, 
description  of  article  patented,  amount  of  fee,  life  of  patent,  date  of 
certificate,  signatures  of  secretauy  of  interior  and  commissioner  of 
patents,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  try   date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Militia  Roll  (See  also 
entry  79[xxviii]) 

61.  lilLITIA  BOLL  RSCOBD,  1861-52.  1  v. 

List  of  0.11  persons  subject  to  militarj'  duty,  showing  names  of  first 
volMnt.3ers  and  reserves,  name  of  toivr.ship,  and  date  and  by  whom  certified. 
Arr.  by  name  of  twp.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  16  x  12  x  2. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

2   tr-ys  (See  also 
e;itry  79[xxix]) 

62.  (ESTRAY  HOTICES),    1854-63.      1  f.b. 

ITotices  of   strayed  animals  issued  by  justice  of  the  peace,    showing  de- 
scription of  aiiinal,   date  and  by  whom  picked  up,    names  of  appraisers  and 
justice,   sqppraised  value,   and  date  of  appraisement.     No  obvious  arr.     No 
index.     Hdw.   and  hdw.  on  pr.   fm.     5^  x  4^   x  10.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,   Ist  fl. 

63.  ESTRAY  PilCORD,    1839 — .     3  v.     Missing:   1862-70.      Last  entry  1918. 
Record  of   stray  animals,    showing  description  of  animal,   date,    and  by  whom 
picked  up,   appraised  value,   notice  of  publication,   nsunes  of  appraiser  and 
justice  of  the  peace,   and  dr.te  of  appraisal.     Arr.   by  date  of  appraisal. 
ICo  index.     1839-61,   hdw.;    1871—,   printed.      25  -  400  p.    8  x  7  x  |  - 

14  X  9  X  2.     Volume  in  poor  condition.     Co.   clk.'s  strm. ,    attic. 

Hog  Licenses 

64.  (DOG  LICENSES  RECEIPTS),   1935—,      2  f.b. 

Dog  licenses  and  tags  issued  to  township  assessors,    showing  license  number, 
to  whom  issued,   description  and  number  of  dogs,   date  and  amount  of  payment, 
and  certification  of  townsliip  assessor  that  metallic  tag  and  license  bear 
same  numbers.     Arr.   by  name  of  twp.   and  by  license  no.     No   index.     Hdw.   on 
pr.  fm.     8  X  10  X  14.     Co.   clk.'s  off.,   1st  fl. 
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Liquor  Licenses  and 
iviiscellareous  Certificates 


65.   LIQUOR  BONDS,  MISCELLANEOUS  CEI-ITIFICATSS,  I93I— .   1  f.b. 
Miscellaneous  papers  including: 

i.   Applications  sjid  bonds  for  sale  of  liquor,  1931-3^>  1932«  showing 
name,  address  and  prior  occupation  of  applicant,  date  and  place 
of  'birth,  location  and  deccriptiorj  of  place  of  business,  affidavit 
of  applicant,  date  and  amo'jnt  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  and 
dates  of  app-.  xcation  and  filing?;. 
ii.   Articles  of  a,aSOCiation  o^^  Santa  Anna  Township  Protective  Associa- 
tion, I937i  showing  dF.te  of  orgeiiization,  and  nejnes  and  addresses 
of  members, 
iii.   Lease  for  property  to  be  used  for  Clintonia  Township  community 

garden,  193'^>  showing  location  and  leg£5l  description  of  property, 
date  and  terms  of  lease,  and  signatures  of  lessor  and  tcniship 
supervisor . 
iv.  Property  transferred  to  county  for  charitable  purposes,  1933»  show- 
ing location  and  legal  doscription  of  property,  length  of  time 
granted,  affidavit  of  graJitor,  and  date  of  transfer. 
Also  contains  Tax  Sale   Certificate  of  Purchase,  1931 — >  >3ntry  39»  "^o 
obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdv.'.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  lU.   Co.  elk.  '  s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 


Elections 
(See  also  entrj'-  79Lxviii]) 

66.  (COUNTY  CLERK'S  PJSCSIPTS  FOR  BALLOTS),  I938— .   1  v. 

Receipts  for  ballots  issued  to  Judges  of  election,  showing  number  of  ballotr, 
ne.mes  of  judge  ejid  county  clerk,  and  date  of  issue.   No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   50  P«  '^^  x  9  x  i.   Co.  elk.  '  s  off,,  1st  fl. 

67.  (POLL  BOOKS  AlTD  TAI.LY  SKEZTS),  1938.   21  ballot  cases. 
Township  poll  books  and  tally  lists,  including  abstract  of  votes,  showin;''- 
name  of  candidate,  title  of  office,  number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidrto, 
place  and  date  of  election,  affidavit  of  election  judgos,  and  date  of  filin-^. 
No  obvious  arr.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  and  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 

30  X  8  X  16.   Co.  elk. 's  strm.,  1st  fl. 


Bonds  of  Officers 
(See  also  ontr;y'  79Lix]) 

63.   OFFICIAL  BONDS  AND  OATI-IS  -  TO'Tl-ISHIP  OFFICERS,  1923~.   2  f.b. 
Bonds  and  oaths  of  tovmship  officers  and  miscollrjieous  papers,  including 
assessors'  bonds,  1532-3-t-.  1937 — :  Justices'  bonds,  1931,  1933 — ;  police 
magistrates'  bonds,  1937 — J  constables'  "oonds,  1933 — '    supervisors'  bonds, 
1931 — ;  bonds  of  Clinton  City  officials,  1923 — ;  bonds  of  treasurer  of  road 
rjid  bridge  fund,  I93O-3I,  ISJik — ;  bond  of  trustee  of  Rock  Crook  Cemetery, 
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1933;  bond  of  trustee  of  Clinton  sanitary  district,  1925-26;  lists  of 
tovmship  officers  elected,  1930 — ;  agreement  between  board  of  supervisors 
and  overseer  of  poor,  1930;  and  tovmship  supervisors'  election  certificates, 
1937--.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
11  X  5  X  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

69.  OFFICIAL  BONDS  iil^D  OATHS,  COTJiT^   OFFICERS,  1926—.   1  f.b. 
County  officers'  official  bonds  and  or.ths,  appointments  of  board  of  reviev/, 
1926 — ,  and  oaths  of  members  of  board  of  review,  1927--,  showing  names  of 
officer  and  sureties,  description  and  amount  of  bond,  approval  of  county 
judge  and  county  board,  certification  by  county  clerk,  date  and  amount  of 
bond,  and  dates  of  oath  rjid  filing,  llo  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdvr.  on 
pr.  fm.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

70.  OFFICIAL  BOND  RECOiaD,  1934—.   1  v.   1839-1933  in  Supervisors' 
Record,  entry  2, 

Copies  of  bonds  of  ex  officio  treasurer  of  road  and  brid^re  fund,  city  com- 
missioner, county  clerk,  deputy  county  clerk,  sheriff,  county  treasurer, 
county  collector,  circuit  clerk-rocorder,  state's  attorney,  coroner,  and 
superintendent  of  schools,  shovdng  name  of  official,  sureties,  provisions 
and  amount  of  bond,  affidavit  of  official  and  sureties,  and  dates  of  bond, 
affidavit,  and  approval.  Also  contains  Assessors'  and  Supervisors'  of 
Assessments  Bonds,  1934 — ,  entry  71,  and  Justice's  and  Constable's  Official 
Bond  (and  Police  Magistrate),  1934--,  entry  72.  fsr.   by  date  of  bond. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   100  p. 
14-1- X  13  X  l-a".  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

71.  ASSESSORS'  AND  SUPERVISORS'  OF  y^SSESSIENTS  BONDS,  1899-1933. 

1  V.  (A).   1860-98  in  Supervisors'  Record,  entry  2;  1934--  in 

Official  Bond  Record,  entry  70. 
Bond  record  of  assessors  and  supervisors  of  assessments,  showing  date, 
names  of  principal,  sureties,  and  witnesses,  amount  and  terms  of  bond,  and 
date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  prinbipal, 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,   200  p.  16  x  14  x  1-|-,  Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 

72.  JUSTICE'S  AND  CONSTABLE'S  OFFICI/i  BOND   (and  Police  Magistrate), 
1877-1933.      1  V.    (P).      1934—  in  Official  Bond  Record,   entry  70. 

Copies  of  constables',  justices',  and  police  magistrates'  bonds,  including 
bond  of  mayor  of  Clinton,  1877,  Clinton  chief  of  polico,  1907,  showing 
names  of  official,  sureties  and  county  clerk,  amount  of  bond,  affidavit  of 
surotics  and  official,  and  dates  of  bond,  affidavit  and  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing-.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal.   J!dv,  on  pr.  fm. 
600  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Fees,  Receipts  and  Expenditures 

73.  GENERAL  C0U1?TY  CHECi:  STUBS,  1929—.   1  f.b. 

Stubs  of  checks  issued  by  county  clork  against  general  fund,  showing  chock 
number,  name  of  payee,  date,  rjnount,  and  purpose  of  payment.  Arr.  by  check 
no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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74.  COUNTY  CLERK'S  ACCOUNT  WITH  REGISTRARS  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS,  1902—, 
2  V.  (A,  1).  Missing:  1917,  Title  varies:  Account  Record  Births 
and  Deaths,  v.  A,  1902-16. 

Record  of  accounts  with  registrars  for  "birth  ajid  death  reports,  showing 
name   and  address  of  registrar,  district  number,  number  of  births,  still- 
births, and  deaths,  roportod  date  of  filing,  and  amount  of  fee,  Arr,  by- 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  refgistrar.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm. 
320  p.  18  X  14  X  1-^.  V.  A,  1902-16,  co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v.  1,  1917—, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

75.  (CASH  DISBURSEMENTS  -  COWITY  CLERK),  1931—.   1  v. 

County  clerk's  record  of  cash  disbursements,  showing  name  of  payee,  purpose 
and  amount  of  disbursements,  check  numbers,  and  date  of  payment,  Arr.  by 
date  of  payment.  No  index,  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  250  p.  19  x  13  x  3,  Co, 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

76.  (CASH  RECEIPTS  -  COUl^TY  CLERK),  1931—.   1  v. 

Coiinty  clerk's  record  of  cash  receipts,  showing  name  of  payer,  date,  and 
amount  of  receipts,  allotment,  and  book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  by  date  (jf 
receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,  250  p,  19  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl, 

77.  (COUNTY  CLERK'S  FUND  ACCOUNT),  1931-35.   1  v. 

County  clerk's  records  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  warraint  nximber,  and  dates  of 
issue  and  cancellation.  Arr.  by  warrant  no.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr, 
hdgs.   150  p.  12  X  17  X  l|.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  Ist  fl, 

78.  RECEIPTS  (Register  of  Fees),  1874-95.  1  v. 

County  clerk's  register  of  fees,  showing  name  of  payer,  date,  amount  and 
type  of  fee,  items  of  expense,  monthly  recapitulation,  affidavit  of  county 
clerk,  and  treasurer's  receipt.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw. 
\inder  pr,  hdgs.  300  p.  16  x  14  x  2.   Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 


Miscellaneous  Files 

79.   (COUNTY  CLERK'S  MISCELLANEOUS  FILES),  1839--.   85  f.b. 
Miscellaneous  papers  filed  in  the  county xletk' b  office  including: 

i.  Affidavit  of  citizens  to  lorm  Clinton  Homestead  ana  ±iuilding 

Association,  1872,  showing  purposes  of  association,  names  of 

members,  and  dates  of  organization  and  filing, 
ii.  Affidavit  of  insolvency,  1850-59,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 

defendant,  description  of  property,  valuation,  amount  of  judgment, 

signature  of  county  clerk,  and  date  of  filing. 
iii.  Affidavit  of  superintendent  of  Illinois  School  for  Deaf  as  to 

correctness  of  accounts  of  pupils  attending,  1905,  showing  itemized 

list  of  expenses,  names  of  pupil  and  superintendent,  amoxint  due, 

and  dates  of  affidavit  and  filing, 
iv.  Affidavit  to  take  census,  1865,  showing  name  and  address  of  person 

appointed,  certification  of  county  clerk,  and  dates  of  affidavit 

and  filing. 
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V,     Affidavits  for  tax  deeds,    1850-51,    1853-55,    1857-58,    1864,    1866-57, 
1871,    1874-77,    1879-85,    1887-1901,    showing  date,    anount  and 
place  of   sale,   names  of  purchaser  and  owner,    description  of  pro- 
perty,   total   tax,    interest  and  costs,   and  signatures  of  treas- 
urer,   county  clerk,    and  sheriff. 

vi.     Applications  for  hunting  licenses,    1906-12,    1914-16,    1919, 

showing  name,    address,    aige,    occupation,    and  physical  description 
of  applicant,    certification  of  county  clerk,    and  dates  of  certi- 
fication and  filing. 
vii.     Applications  filed  in  county  court  for  mothers'   pensions,    1919—20, 
1922,    1924,    showing  name  and  address  of  mother,    names  and  ages 
of  children,    affidavit  of  petitioner,    court  decree  allowing 
pension,    amount  allowed,    and  date  of  payment, 
viii.     Appointments  of  deputy  sheriffs,    1876-1926,    showing  names  of 

sheriff  and  deputy,    oath  of  deputy,    dates  of  appointment  and 
filing,    c-Jid  signatures  of  clerk  and  deputy  sheriff. 

ix.     Bonds  and  oaths  of  various  county  officials  including:    clerk, 

slieriffs,    end  circuit  clerks,    1880-94;    town  treasurers,    1914- 
19,    1923-26,    1928-29;    school  treasurers,    1840-50,    1853-54, 
1857;    township  assessors,    1899-1919,    1925-31;    constables,    1839- 
1932;    justices  of  the  peace,    1839-1930,    1932;   police  magistrates, 
1398-1932;    and  township  collectors,   1859-68,    1873-93,   1899, 
1901,    1908,    1910,    shov7ing  names  of  principal  p-nd  sureties,   date, 
amount,    and  provisions  of  hond,    affidavit  of  county  clerk  and 
sureties,    and  date  of  filing. 
X.     Cancelled  county  orders,    1374,    1839-1902,    1905,    showing  name  of 
payee  and  date  and  amount  of  order. 

xi.     Certificate  of  final   statement  of  auditor  for  receipt  of  taxes 

by  coijiity  collector,    1937,    showing  date  of  certificate,    amount 
of   taxes,    and  signature  of  auditor, 
xii.     Certificates  of  widows?  pensions,    1890,   189^-94,    1898,    1902,    1904, 
1907-8,   1911,    showing  names  of   soldier  and  widow,   branch  of 
service,    amount  of  pension,    signatures  of  secretary''  and  commis- 
sioner,   and  date  of  payment, 
xiii.     Claims  filed  against   co\mty,    1879,    1385,    1901-2,    1907,    including 
•claims  for  boiinty  paid  for  wolf   scalps,   1839-40,    1851-58,    1880, 
1883,    shovd.ng  name  of  person  filing  claim,    date,   amount  and 
nature  of  claim,    and  certification  of  county  clerk. 
xiv.     Criminal  papers,   1877,    1899,    1900,    1903,    1907-12,    1914-18,    1922, 
including  summonses,    subpoenas,    capias,    giffidavits,    warrants, 
pleas,    writs,    indictments,   waivers,    depositions,    commitments, 
recognizance  and  appeal  bonds,    verdicts,    and  court  decrees. 

XV.     Commissioners'    and  supervisors'    files,    183^1926,    including 
reports  of  coxmty  officers  and  board  committees,   bills  and 
claims  against  county,    resolutions  of  committees,    reports  on 
county  home,    relief  of  blind,    sind  approval  of  mothers'  pensions, 
xvi.      Comrton  law  papers,    1876,    1895,    1893-1900,    1902-3,    1905,    1907, 

1911,    1916-20,    1922,    1928,    including  pleas,    summonses,   v/arrants, 
writs,    depositions,    motions,    executions.   Judgments,    transcripts 
from  justice  court,    appesds,    verdicts,    and  court  orders  and 
decrees. 
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xvii.  Documents  unclaimed,  including  deeds,  mortgages,  chattel 

mortgages,  said  releases,  1839-79,  showing  type  of  instrument, 
names  of  grantor  and  graiitee,  description  of  property,  consider- 
ation, ajid  dates  of  issue  and  filing. 
xviii.  Election  papers  including:  receipts  for  "ballots  is.-ued  to 

judges  of  election,  1915;  poll  books  and  tally  sheets  for  town- 
ships, 1839-87,  1890-92,  1894-1914;  notice  of  special  election, 
1830;  orders  for  special  elections,  1882,  1914;  election  certif- 
icates, 1869,  1900,  1903-5,  1912-14;  notices  of  candidates' 
withdrawals,  1938;  notices  of  appointments  of  judges  and  clerks 
of  election,  1910,  1914-15,  1917,  1927;  lists  of  township 
officers  elected,  1840-1929;  and  abstracts  of  votes,  1339-87, 
1890-92,  1894,  1914. 
xix.  Executions  issued  by  justices  of  the  peace,  1854-55,  shoATiiTg 

names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  clerk,  and  justice,  amounts  of 
judgment  and  costs,  and  dates  of  issue  and  filing. 
XX.  G-rants  of  land,  1833-39,  showing  certificate  niomber,  to  whom 

issued,  location  and  description  of  land,  seaJ.  of  land  office, 
place  of  recording,  date  of  issue,  and  signature  of  secretary, 
xxi.   Insanity  files,  1902,  1907,  1912,  1923,  including  petitions, 
affidavits,  investigation  reports,  complaints,  physicians' 
reports,  summonses,  jurj'  verdicts,  and  court  orders. 

xxii.   Insurance  policies  on  county  property,  1879,  1904-14,  showing 

number,  date,  amount,  and  provisions  of  policj',  and  description 
of  property, 
xxiii.  Jury  lists,  1861-1915. 

xxiv.  List  of  county  patients  confined  in  hospital  for  insane,  1397, 

showing  name  of  patient,  physicaJ.  and  mental  condition,  by  -.rhoL: 
supported,  and  dates  of  admittance  and  filing. 
XXV,  List  of  stockholders  in  bank,  1895,  1897-1900,  showing  names  of 
bank,  stockholders,  aind  assessor,  residence  of  stockholder, 
par,  market,  and  assessed  valuations,  certification  of  assessor, 
and  date  of  filing. 

xxvi.  List  of  lands  and  town  lots  double  assessed,  1855-58,  including 
list  of  lands  forfeited  for  taixes  in  error,  1847-52;  tax 
judgments  granting  county  collector  right  to  sell  delinquent 
lands  and  lots,  1847-49,  1857;  and  list  of  lands  forfeited  to 
state  for  taxes,  1847-48,  1850. 
xxvii.  Map  of  swamp  land,  1855,  showing  township  and  range   numbers,  rnd 
date  of  filing. 
xxviii.  Militia  roll,  1861,  showing  names  of  men  eligible  for  military 
service,  township,  and  county  clerk,  and  date  of  enlistment. 

xxix.  Notices  of  estrays,  1849-84,  1888,  showing  description  of  animal, 
date  and  by  whom  picked  up,  names  of  appraiser,  and  justice, 
appraised  value,  ?jad  d;:.te  of  appraisement. 
XXX.  Notice  of  an  injunction,  1925,  showing  time  and  date  of  hearing, 
names  of  trustees  and  attorney,  and  date  of  acknowledgment  by 
co\mty  clerk. 

xxxi.  Patents  granted  by  patent  office,  1868-69,  showing  name  of 

patentee,  description  of  patent,  date  of  issue,  and  signatures 
of  secretary  of  interior  and  commissioner  of  patents. 
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xxxii.     Petitions  requesting  permission  to  vote  at  election  for  or 

against  domestic  animals  running  at  large,    1874,    1880,    1885,    in- 
cluding complaint  against  petition  to  remove  cotuity  seat  of 
justice  from  Clinton  to  Waynesville  and  petition  for  seune,    1844, 
and  complaint  by  voters  against  enlarging  covin ty,   1845. 
xxxiii.     Plats,    1839-78,    showing  location  of  lands  and  roads,    changes 
in  roads,    reports  of  road  viewers,    and  date  of  report. 

xxxiv.     Power  of  attorney,    1938,    showing  date  of  notice,    signature  of 

vice  president,   restricted  amount  of  company  obligations,    and 
pcirty  granted  power  of  attorney. 
XXXV.     Probate  files,    1857-1917  including  wills,   proofs  of  will  and 

heirship,   petitions,   oaths,   bonds  and  letters  of  administration, 
appraisements,    court  orders  ejid  decrees,   v/idows'    relinquii'iments, 
selections  and  awards,   petitions  and  orders  for  sale  of  real  and. 
personal  property,    reports  of   sales,    and  reports  of  administrators. 

xxxvi.     Railroad  tax  schedules,    1891-98,    1907,    1911,    including  petition, 

and  abstracts  of  votes  to    subscribe  for  purchase  of  bonds,    1869, 
and  bonds  issued  for  purchase  of  railroad   stock,    1869-70,    showing 
amount  of   track,    rolling  stock,   personal  property,   name  of  rail- 
road,  valuation  of  property,    affidavit  of  railroad  official,    and 
dates  of  report  and  affidavit. 
xxxvii.     Receipts  of  county  collector,    1858,    for  taxes,    showing  name  of 
paj'^er,    amount,    and  date  of  payment. 
:cxxviii.     Receipts  of   treasurer  for  money  in  payment  of   swamp  lands  sold, 

1864,    showing  location  of  lands,    and  date  and  amo\int  of  receipt. 

xxxix.     Receipts  for  payment  of  taxes  and  costs  on  forfeited  property, 
1896,    1899,    showing  location  and  description  of  property, 
aiiiounts  of  taxes,    costs  and  penalties,    total,    and  date  of  payment*, 
xl.     Receipts  of   treasurer  for  money  received  from  school  commission- 
er for  school,    college,    and  seminary  funds,    1843-45,    showing  d9,te 
and  amount  of  receipt,   names  of  district  and  commissioner,    and 
signature  of  treasurer. 
xli.     Report  of  collector  to  clerk  of  amount  of  taxes  collected,    1891, 
showing  amounts  of  real,   personal,    railroad,    and  telephone   tax, 
total,   names  of  collector  and  clerk,    and  dates  of  report  and 
filing. 
xlii»     Report  of  justice  to   superintendent  of   schools  of  fines, 

forfeitures,    and  penalties,    1907,    siiowing  names  of   superin- 
tendent,  justice  and  county  clerk,    affidavit  of  justice,    and 
dates  of  report,    affidavit,    and  filing. 

xliii.     Resignations  of  county  and  township  officers,    1860»«90,    showing 

name  of  officer,    title  of  office,    and  dates  of  resignation  axd 
filing. 
xliv.     Specifications  and  contract  for  building  vault  in  court  house, 

1896,    showing  date  and  specifications  of  contract,    and  name  of 
contractor. 
xlv.      Str.tements  of  tax  payer   to  assessor,    1899-1900,    1904,    shoring 

nar.ies  of  tax  payer  and  assessor,    assessor's  ajialysis,    and  de.tes 
of  affidavit  and  filing. 
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Coiinty  Clerk  -  Miscellaneous  (79  cont. ) 

Files 


xlvi.      Statement  of  agricultural   statistics,   1893 »    showing  names  of 

township  and  farmer,  kind  of  crop,  number  of  cultivated  acres, 
amount  of  production,    description  and  number  of  livestock, 
value,    signature  of  owner,    and  date  of  filing. 
xlvii.      Tax  levies  on  real  and  personal  property  in  each  township, 

lgUO-1911,    showing  location  and  description  of  lands,    amounts 
of  tax  and  allotments  for  educational,   building,    and  road  and 
bridge  purposes,   name  of  tax  buyer,    affidavit  of  commissioner  of 
highways,    certification  of  county  clerk,    amount  due  or  paid, 
and  dates  of  certification  and  filing, 
xlviii.      Telephone  and  telegraph  tax  schedules,    1890,   I898-99,    I903, 

showing  description  and  location  of  property,   valuation  listed 
by  company,    assessed  valuation,    affidavit  of  company,    certifica- 
tion of  assessor,    and  dates  of  affidavit  and  certification. 
Also   contains  Tuberculosis  Association,   1938 — ,    entry  I6.      No  obvisous  arr. 
No   index.     Hdw. ,    typed,   hdw.    on  pr,    fm. ,  hdw,   under  pr.  hdgs. ,    and  typed 
on  pr.    fm.    ^  x  U^  x  10  -  11  x  5  x  lU.      SI  f.b. ,.  1839-1926^   co.    elk.  «s 
strm. ,    attic;    3  f.b.,   I869-I932,    co.clk. 's  off.,    1st  fl^;    1  f.b.,    1937—, 
CO.    elk. 's  vlt. ,   1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  80,   p.   168) 


III.     HZCOHDZR 


In  1839,    the  yeax  in  which  De  Witt  County  was  organized,    the  recorder 
was  elected  for  a  four^year   term.l     A  tvro-year  term  becane  effective  in 
1847.2     The  ainount  of  his  bond  was  set  at  $500.3     With   the  adoption  of  the 
second  constitution  the  office  of  recorder  was  abolished,    the  duties  of 
that  office  being  delegated   to  the  circuit   court  clerk  in  an  ex  officio 
capacity. 4     The  present  constitution  reestablished  the  office  of  recorder 
in  counties  having  a  population  of   sixty  thousand  or  more  but  continued 
the  provision  of   the  prior  constitution  for  other  counties. 5     As  the  popu- 
lation of  De  TVitt  County  has  not  reached  the  minimum  fixed  by  the  constitu- 
tion,^ the  circuit  court  clerk  in  this  county  has  retained  his  duties,    ex 
officio,    as  recorder.     The  ajnount  of  the  recorder's  bond  was  set  at  $5,000 
in  1872  and  was  to  be  approved  by  the  county  judge. "^     This  amount  was  raised 
in  1874  to  $10,000  for  counties  having  the  population  of  De  Witt.     A  copy 
of  the  bond  is  entered  upon  the  records  of   the  county  court.8     The  compen- 
sation of  the  recorder  is  fixed  by  the  county  board  within  the  limits  sot 
by  the  constitution.     In  counties  the  size  of  De  Witt,   with  a  population 
of  18,344,    the  compensation  of  the  recorder  is  not  to  exceed  $1,500  a 
year. 9 

Assistants  and  deputies  are  appointed  by  the  recorder  in  a  number  as 
determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court  ajid  as  entered  upon  the  court 
record. 10     The  compensation  of   the  assistants  and  deputies  is  set  by  the 
county  board. 11     Written  oaths  of  deputies  are  filed  with  the  Secretcxry  of 
Starte.l2 


1.  L.   1835,   p.   166.     Between  1819  and  1835  the  recorder  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of   the  Senate   (L.    1819,   p.    19; 
R.L.   1829,   p.   117), 

2.  L.   1845,   p.    28. 

3.  R.L.   1829,   p.   117. 

4.  Const.   1848,   Art.  V,    sec.    19;    L.   1849,   p.   64. 

5.  Const.   1870,   Art.   X,    sec.   8;   R.S.   1874,   p.   833. 

6.  Census  figures  show  population  of  De  Witt  County  as  18,906  in  1910, 
19,252  in  1920,    18,598  in  1930   (Population  Bulletin,   p.   8).     Popular- 
tion  in  1940  was  18,244   (Illinois  Final  Population) . 

7.  L.    1871-72,   p.   645. 

8.  R.S.    1874,   p.   833. 

9.  Const.   1870,   Art.  X,    sec.   10. 

--•      I^id.,    sec.    9;   R.S.    1874,   p.   833. 

11,  Const.   1870,   Art.   X,    sec.   9. 

12.  R.S.   1874,   p.   833. 
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-  167  - 
Recorder 


In  accordance  with  the  duty  of  the  recorder  to  record  at  length  all 
written  instruments,  the  following  records  are  required  to  be  kept:^ 

1.  An  entry  book  in  which  data  relating  to  date  and  order 
of  receipt  of  instruments  to  be  recorded  or  filed,  and 
the  names  of  parties  and  location  of  property,  with  a 
brief  description  of  the  premises,  are  entered.   Each 

of  such  instruments  is  numbered  by  the  recorder  with  the 
corresponding  n-ijimber  of  the  entry.  The  entry  book  rcrves 
as  a  table  of  contents,  '^th  descriptive  memoranda,  for 
all  instruments  recorded  at  length  or  filed  in  the  recorder's 
office. 

2.  Well-bound  books  for  -recording  at  length  any  instrument  in 
writing  entitled  to  be  recorded,  in  the  order  of  time  of  its 
reception.   Separate  books  are  allowed  to  be  kept  for  the 
recording  of  different  classes  of  instruments  and  two  dis- 
tinct series  of  document  niimbers  may  be  used  in  recording 
documents  received  for  recordation.   One  series  preceded  by 
the  letter  "B"  is  for  the  recordation  of  bills  of  sale  of 
personal  property,  chattel  mortgages,  releases,  extensions, 
and  assignments  thereof.  The  other  series  of  document  num- 
bers is  for  all  other  instruments  received  for  recordation, 

3.  Grantor  and  grantee  indexes.   In  the  grantor  index  are  listed 
the  names  of  the  grantors  in  alphabetical  order  and  the  names 
of  the  grantees.  The  grantee  index  shows  the  names  of  the  ' 
grantees  in  alphabetical  order  and  the  names  of  the  grantors. 
Each  index  also  shows  the  date  of  the  instiniment,  time  of  re- 
ceipt, kind  of  instrument,  consideration,  book  and  page  of 
recordation,  or  the  number  under  which  it  is  filed,  and  a 
brief  description  of  the  premises, 

^,      Indexes  to  each  book  of  record  in  whixh  are  entered,  in  alphas 
betical  order,  the  names  of  each  grantor  and  grantee  and  page 
on  which  the  instrument  is  recorded.  This  series  indexes  in- 
struments such  as  powers  of  attorney,  chattel  mortgages,  and 
those  recorded  by  corporations, 

5.  An  index  to  recorded  maps  and  plate,  based  on  location  of  pro- 
erty,  sometimes  arranged  by  section,  township,  and  range, 

6.  An  abstract  book,  in  effect  indexing  records  by  shoeing  for 
each  tract  every  conveyance  or  incumbrance  recorded,  its  execu- 
tion and  filing  date,  and  the  book  and  page  of  its  recordation. 
Series  optionail  with  county  board, 

7.  A  separate  book  to  record  certificates  of  honorable  discharge 
from  military,  aviation,  and  naval  service. 


1,  L.  1S19,  ^.  8,20,21;  H.L.  1829,  p.  llb,117;  L.  I5U7,  p.  69;  L.  IS'^3, 

p,  25U;  L,  1867,  p.  1^8;  L.  I869,  p.  2;  L.  1871-72,  p.  6H5,6U6; 

L,  1873,  P.  iWl;  Il,S.  I87U,  p.  83l4-'46;  L.  I9I7,  p.  652;  L.  I925,  P-  521: 

L.  193)-3'<,  Third  Sp,  Sess. ,  ?.  2lU. 
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(80-82)  Recorder  -  Entry  Books; 

Instruments  Recorded 


The  recorder,    in  recording  at  length  any  instrument  in  writing,    is 
ptTinitted  to  make  a  handvrritten  or   typewritten  transcription,    a  phot<^ 
3,Taphic  or  photostatic  reproduction,   or  use  a  combination  of   these 
oiet'.'iOds.^     In  addition  to   the  instrunonts  received  for  recordation,    the 
recorder  is  required,  upon  receipt,    to  file  any  mortgage,    trust  deed, 
or  convey EDCo  of  person^d  property  having  the  effect  of  a  mortgage  or 
lien  upon  such  property  which  is  endorsed  with  the  words,    "This  instrit- 
aont  to  bo  filed,   but  not  recorded,"     The  recorder  marks  such  instrument-; 
"filad"  ani  enters  \xpon  each  the  time  of  their  rocoipt  sT-d  flics  thorn  in 
his  office,^ 


Entry  Books 

80.  MTRY  BOOK,    1355—.      16  v,    (3  not  labeled,    6-17). 

Sr.trv  books  of  instruments  left  for  recordation,    showing  date  and  number 
of  instrument,   date  of  entry,    type  of  Instrument,    consideration,    legal 
description  of  property,    amount  of  fees,   volume  and  page  of  entry,    date 
and  to  v/hom  delivered.     Arr.   by  date  of  entry.     No   index.     Hdw.  under 
pr,  hdgs.     400  p.   18  x  13  x  3.      3  v,  not  labeled,   v.   5-12,   1855-1923, 
cir,   elk.' 3   strm, ,    attic;   v.   13-17,    1924 — ,   cir  elk. ' s  off,,    1st  fl. 

81.  EITRY  BOOK,    1828-76.      2  v.    (l  not  labnled,    1828-55,    1  not 
labeled,    1823-75).     Title  varies:  Records,   1  v.,   1828-55, 

Hocord  of  land  patents   and  entries,    sliov.'ing  date,   name  of  patentee,   legal 
closcription  of  lend  by  section,    tovmship,    and  rp.nge,    pnd  number  of  acres, 
irr.   by  sec,    tvro.,    and  r?jige  nos.     No   index.     1828-55,   hdw.,    pxic.  hdw, 
UTidcr  pr.   hdgs.;    1856-75,    hdw,  under  pr.   hdgs,      280  -  788  p.   18  x  12  x  2  - 
18  X  13  X  3.     1  v.,    1628-55,    cir.   clk.'s  strm.,    attic;   1  v.,    1Q28-76, 
cir,    clk,«s  vlt.,   Ist  fl. 


Instr'Jmants  Recorded 


Gtincral 


82.      GSlISRja   IITDEX  GRANTOR,    GENERAL  DTDEX  GRANTEE,    1839—. 
26  v,   (A-M,    grcoitor;   VM,    grantee). 
GsncrEil   index  to   Deeds  and  Mortjjages  Transcribed  from  McLean  County,   1839-50, 
entry  87;   Deed  Record,   entry  89;    Deed  Record  (Warranty  Deeds),   1865—,    entry 
90;   Quitclaim  Deed  Record,   1869~,   entry  91;    Tax  Deed  Record,   1873 — ,    entry 
92;    Sheriff  and  Masters'    Deed  on  Sale  (Sheriff's  Deeds),   1878 — ,    entry  93; 
Masters'   Deed  on  Sale,   1894—,    entry  95;   Maple  Grove  Cemetery  Deeds,   ?arm 
Lecsns,   Bill  of  Salo  and  Bond  for  Deed,   1902—,    entry  96;   Deed  Record  (Con- 


G 


1.  L,   1933-34,    Third  Sp.   Sees,,  p.    214, 

2.  L.   1925,   p.    521:    L.   1929,   p,   59a.94. 
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Recorder  -  Instru-  (83-87) 

ments  Recorded 


83.  SECTIONAL  IKDEX  (Lands),  1875--.   4  v.  (O-D. 

Index  to  Deed  Record,  entry  89;  Deed  Record  (Warranty  Deeds),  entry  90; 
Quitclaim  Deed  Record,  entry  91;  Tax  Deed  Record,  entry  92;  Sheriff  and 
Masters'  Deed  on  Sale  (Sheriff's  Deeds),  1878 — ,  entry  93;  Masters'  Deed 
on  Sale,  1894--,  entry  95;  Deed  Record  (Construction),  1875-1928,  entry  98; 
and  Mortgage  Record,  entry  99,  shewing  section,  township,  and  range  num- 
"bers,  parts  of  section  transferred,  number  of  acres,  and  book  and  page  of 
entry.  Arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range  nos.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   435  p. 
18  X  13  X  25.   Cir.  cllc.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

84.  LOT  INDSX,  1875—.   3  v.  (1-3).   Title  varies:  Sectional 
Index,  Lots,  2  v.  (l,  2). 

Index  to  Deed  Record,  entry  89;  Deed  Record  (Warranty  Deeds),  entry  90; 
Quitclaim  Deed  Record,  entry  91;  Tax  Deed  Record,  entry  92;  Sheriff 
and  Masters'  Deed  on  Sale  (Sheriff's  Deeds),  1878 — ,  entry  93;  Masters' 
Deed  on  Sale,  1894 — ,  entry  95;  and  Mortgage  Record,  entry  99j  showing 
name  of  town,  legal  description  of  property,  and  volxme  and  page  of 
entry,   Arr.  by  name  of  tO'Afn,  Hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  475  p,  18  x  13  x  2g, 
Cir,  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

85.  SECTIONAL  INDEX  (Lands  and  Lots),  1839-74.  2  v.  (A,  B). 
Index  to  Deeds  and  Mortgages  Transcribed  from  McLean  County,  1839-50, 
entry  87;  Deed  Record,  entry  89;  Deed  Record  (Warranty  Deeds),  1855-74, 
entry  90;  Quitclaim  Deed  Record,  1859-74,  entry  91;  TaJC  Deed  Record, 
1873-74,  entry  92;  Deed  Record  (Construction),  1870-74,  entry  98;  and 
Mortgage  Record,  1854-74,  entry  99,  showing  section,  tovmship,  and  range 
numbers,  parts  of  sections  transferred,  name  of  tovm,  block  and  lot  num- 
bers, and  book  and  page  of  record.  Lands  arr.  by  sec,  twp.,  and  range 
nox. ;  lots  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  town.  Hdw.  and  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs, 
475  p.  18  X  13  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

86.  (DOCUI-iENTS  UNCLAIMED),  1871-1902.   2  f.b.  (413,  417). 
Deeds,  mortgages,  chattel  mortgages,  and  releases  left  for  recording 
and  unclaimed  by  ovmer,  showing  type  of  instrument,  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  description  of  property,  consideration,  and  dates  of  issue 
and  filing.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   Hdw.  end  hdw.  on  pr, 
fm.  11  X  5  X  14.   Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

87.  DEEDS  AND  MORTGAGES  TRAl'SCRIBED  EROM  MCLEAN  COUNTY,  1831-50. 
2  V.  (0,  P). 

Transcript  of  record  of  deeds  and  mortgages  from  McLean  County,  showing 
names  and  addresses  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property, 
consideration,  type  of  instrument,  and  dates  of  document  and  recording, 
Arr,  by  date  of  recording,  1831-38,  no  index;  for  index,  1839-50,  see 
entries  82  and  85,  Hdw,  800  v,   18  x  13  x  3,   Cir,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


-  170  - 
(88)  Recorder  -  Instru- 

ments Hecorded 


88.  AFFIDAVITS,  RSCSIPTS,  CERTIFICATE  CF  INCORPORATION  (Miscellane- 
ous Instruments),  1895--,  11  v.  (43,  56,  52,  68,  74,  78,  83, 
85,  90,  94,  97).   Title  varies:  Power  of  Attorney,  Affidavits, 
Receipts,  v.  43,  56,  62,  74,  78,  1895-1914. 
Copies  of  miscellaneous  instruments,  including; 

i.  Affidavits,  1895~,  shov;ing  nature  of  oath,  names  of  affiant 
and  notary  public,  and  dates  of  oath  and  filing. 
ii.  Agreements,  1895--,  showing  names  of  parties,  provisions  of 
agreement,  and  dates  of  instrument  and  filing. 
iii.  Articles  of  association  formed  by  citizens  of  townships, 

1898-1932,  showing  names  of  organization  and  members,  list  of 
aims  and  purposes,  and  dates  of  organization  and  filing, 
iv.  Assignments  obtained  in  justice  of  the  peace  courts,  1898 — , 

showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  assignee,  amount, 
signature  of  assignor,  and  dates  of  assignment  and  filing. 
V,  Bankri^jtcy  documents,  1906 — ,  showing  names  of  town,  county, 
and  district  court,  case  number,  name  of  benkrijpt  person  or 
firm,  order  appointing  trustee,  amount  of  bond,  names  of 
sureties  and  date  of  filing, 
vi.  Certificates  of  incorporation,  1895--,  showing  certificate 
n\imber,  name,  location  and  purpose  of  corporation,  amount 
of  capital  stock,  number  and  par  value  of  shares,  names  of 
stockholders  and  dates  of  affidavits  and  filing. 
vii.  Contracts,  1897 — ,  showing  names,  addresses,  and  signatures  of 
contracting  parties,  provisions  of  contract  and  dates  of 
contract  and  filing, 
viii.  Leases,  1895—,  showing  names  of  lessor  and  lessee,  date  and 
provisions  of  lease,  location  and  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, and  dates  of  affidavit  and  filing. 
ix.  Mechanics'  liens,  1901,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, provisions  of  verbal  contract,  list  of  material  and 
work  performed,  amoxint  due,  and  dates  of  agreement,  affidavit, 
and  filing. 
X.  Power  of  attorney,  1895 — ,  shov/ing  date,  name  and  address  of 
party  empowering  attorney,  name  of  attorney  or  person 
assuming  authority,  amount  of  bond  and  names  of  siireties, 
and  dates  of  affidavit  and  filing, 
xi.  Receipts  of  payments  on  mortgages  and  per  contract  in  deeds, 
1898-1919,  showing  n?ines  of  grantor  and  grantee,  amount 
of  payment,  ^d  dates  of  receipt  and  filing, 
xii.  Stallion  certificates,  1908,  1915,  showing  certificate  number, 

name  of  horse,  name  and  address  of  owner,  details  of  pedigree, 
file  number,  and  date  of  filing, 
xiii.  Transcripts  from  foreign  counties  and  states,  1895--,  shov/ing 

type  of  instrument,  names  of  parties,  number  and  date  of  filing. 
xiv.  Veterinarian  licenses,  1899,  1911,  showing  name  and  residence 
of  applicant,  recommendation  of  examining  board,  duration  of 
license  and  dates  of  license  and  filing, 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  principal  party,  1895- 
1904,  hdw.;  1905--,  typed.   580  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Recorder  -  Instru-  (89-93) 

ments  Recorded 


Deeds  (See  also 
eSUry  87) 

89.  DEED  RECORD,  1839—.   40  v.  (A-N,  Q-U,  X,  Z,  2,  4,  7,  12,  14, 
16,  20,  25,  29,  33,  47,  55,  60,  64,  71,  80,  88,  95,  102). 

Recordation  of  deeds,  including  marginal  releases,  1839-54,  and  showing 
names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  date,  type,  and  number  of  instrument,  legal 
description  of  property,  consideration,  and  dates  of  filing  and  recording. 
Also  contains  Deed  Record  (Warranty  Deeds),  1839-64,  entry  90j  Quitclaim 
Deed  Record,  1845-68,  entry  91;  Tax  Deed  Record,  1841-72,  entry  92; 
Sheriff  and  Masters*  Deed  on  Sale  (Sheriff's  Deeds),  1843-77,  entry  93, 
including  Masters'  Deed  on  Sale,  1849-77,  entry  95;  Mortgage  Record, 
1839-53,  entry  99;  Release  Record,  1839-53,  entry  100;  Chattel  Mortgage 
Record,  1848-53,  entry  103;  and  Certificate  of  Purchase,  Levy  and  Re- 
demption, 1848-52,  entry  105.  Arr.  by  date  of  recording.  For  index, 
see  entry  82;  for  additional  indexes,  1839-74,  sec  entry  85;  for  1875—, 
see  entries  83  and  84,   1839-1904,  hdw. ;  1905--,  typed,  640  p, 
18  X  13  X  3.   Cir.  elk.  »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

90.  DEED  RECORD  (Warranty  Deeds),  1865—.   55  v.  (W,  Y,  1-98  not 
consecutive).   1839-64  in  Deed  Record,  entry  89, 

Record  of  -warranty  deeds,  shovdng  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  legal 
description  of  property,  consideration,  affidavit  of  grantee,  dates  of 
deed  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  For  index,  see  entry  82;  for 
additional  indexes,  1865-74,  see  entry  85;  for  1875—,  see  entries  83  and 
84.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  640  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Cir,  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

91.  QUITCLAIM  DEED  RECORD,  1869—.  13  v.  (A,  B,  1869-85;  11,  27,  37, 
45,  51,  59,  68,  73,  84,  92,  99,  1875—).  1845-68  in  Deed  Record, 
entry  89. 

Record  of  quitclaim  deeds,  shoiidng  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  con- 
sideration, kind  of  instrument,  legal  description  of  property,  and  dates 
of  instrument,  deed,  filing,  and  acknowledgment.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
For  index,  see  entry  82;  for  additioml  indexes,  1869-74,  see  entry  85; 
for  1875—,  see  entries  83  and  84.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  620  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Cir,  elk. »s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

92.  TAX  DEED  RECORD,  1873—.   1  v.  (17).   Last  entry  1936.   1841-72 
in  Deed  Record,  entry  89, 

Recordation  of  tax  deeds,  shovdng  date  and  amount  of  sale,  legal  de- 
scription of  property,  names  of  grantor  and  grantee,  and  dates  of  in- 
strument and  filing.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  For  index,  see  entry  82; 
for  additional  indexes,  1873-74,  see  entry  85;  for  1875—,  see  entries  83 
and  84,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   560  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Cir,  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

93.  SHERIFF  AND  MASTERS'  DEED  OK  SALE  (Sheriff's  Deeds),  1878—. 
1  V.  (18).   1843-77  in  Deed  Record,  entry  89, 

Copies  of  sheriff's  deeds,  shovdng  date  of  indenture,  names  of  grantor 
and  grantee,  dates  of  court  decree  and  sale,  legal  description  of  prop- 
erty, acknov/ledgment  of  deed  by  sheriff,  and  date  of  filing.  Also  con- 
tains blasters'  Deed  on  Sale,  1878-93,  entry  95,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing. 
For  indexes,  see  entries  82,  83,  84,  Hdw  on  pr,  fm,   590  p. 
18  X  13  X  3,   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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94.  '.VOODLifijlJ  CEJ^ETERY  DEED  RECORD,  1893—.   1  v.  (40). 

Record  of  deeds  to  lots  in  lYoodlavm  Cemetery,  Clinton,  shoiving  names  of 
grantor  and  grantee,  instrument  and  lot  numbers,  block  letter,  con- 
s- ricration,  affidavit  of  city  cierk,  dates  of  deed  and  filing.   Arr.  by 
c'.ate  cf  deed.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantee.   Hdvr.  on  pr.  fm.   592  p. 
15  X  13  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

95.  1!ASTERS»  DEED  ON  SALE,  1594--..  1  v.  (3S).   1649-77  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  89;  1878-93  in  Sheriff  and  Masters'  Deed  on  Sale 
(Sheriff's  Deeds),  entry  93, 

Record  of  master's  deeds,  showing  date  of  indenture,  names  of  grantor 
?.n:\   grrjitee,  date  of  court  decree  and  sale,  legal  description  of  property, 
acloiowledgment  of  deed  by  master  in  chancery,  and  date  of  filing.   Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entries  82,  83,  84.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
590  p.  18  xl3  X  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

96.  I:APLE  grove  CELiETERY  DEEDS,  FAJ&l   LEASES,  BILL  OF  SALE  AlID  BOND 
FOR  DEED,  1902--.   1  v.  (49). 

Record  of  deeds  to  lots  in  Maple  Grove  Cemetery,  showing  names  of  p-rant- 
cr  and  grantee,  lot  and  section  n\amber,  consideration,  affidavit  of  grant- 
or, dates  of  deed  and  filing;  also  contains  bills  of  sale,  1902-12,  and 
■"oonds  for  deeds,  1902-15,   Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   For  index,  see  entry 
82.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   644  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

97.  KEliORIAL  PARIC  CEJ/iETERY  DEED  RECOto,  1930—,   1  v.  (9l). 
Record  of  deeds  to  lots  in  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  Clinton,  shewing  names 
of  :  ranter  and  grantee,  lot  nxjmber,  section  by  letter,  instrument  nur..ber, 
affidavit  of  grantor,  and  dates  of  deed  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  grantee.   Typed  on  pr.  fm.   600  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

98.  DEED  RECORD  (Construction),  1870-1928,   1  v.  (5).   1870  in  Deed 
Record,  entry  89, 

?rcord  of  Illinois  Central  Railroad  construction  deeds,  showing  names  of 
railroad,  trustees  for  railroad,  and  grantee,  legal  description  of  property, 
consideration,  deed  number,  date  of  filing  deed,  and  affidavit  of  trus- 
tees, Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  For  index,  see  entry  82;  for  additional 
indexes,  see  entries  83,  85.   1870,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1871-1923,  hdw. 
on  or.  fm.   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

I'ortj;ap;cs  -  Real 


3tcvtc  (See  also 
entry~87) 

99.  MORTGAGE  RECORD,  1854—.   73  v.  (1-73).   1839-53  in  Deed  Record, 
entry  89, 
Record  of  real  estate  mortgages,  marginal  releases,  and  assignments,  shov,'- 
rng  names  of  m.ortgagor  and  mortgagee,  description  of  property,  amount  and 
terms  of  mortgage,  instrument  number,  affidavit  of  mortgagor,  dates  of 
-.i^ortfagc  ajid  filing.  Also  contains  Chattel  l^ortgagc  Record,  1854-60, 
■.utry  103,  djid  Release  Record,  1854-68,  entry  100.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing, 
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For  index^  1854--,    see  entry  82;   for  additional  indexes,    1854-74,    see 
entry  85;   for  1875—,    see  entries  83  and  84;    for  index  to  marginal  re- 
leases and  assignments,   1905-35,    sec  entry  101,     1854-70,    hdw,;    1871-74, 
hdw,   and  hdw,   on  pr,  fm,;   1875—,    hdv:,   on  pr,  fm,     630  p,   18  x  13  x  3, 
Cir,   elk, »s  vlt,,    1st  fl, 

100,  RELEASE  RECORD,   1869—,     13  v,    (A-U).     1839-53  in  Deed  Record, 
entry  89;   1854-68  in  LSortgage  Record,    entry  99, 

Record  of  mortgage  releases,    shov.dng  names  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
dates  of  instrunont  and  release,   book  and  pago  of  entry,    acknowledgment, 
and  date  of  filing,     Arr.  by  date  of  filing.     For  index,    sec   entry  82, 
1869-1917,    hdw,   on  pr,  fn,;    1918-34,    hdw,  on  pr,  fm,,   and  typed;    1935—, 
typed,    and  typed  on  pr,  fm#     640  p,  18  x  13  x  3*     Cir,  clk.'s  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 

101,  ijARGIJIAL  RELEASE  Alffi  ASSIGNIiEin:  RECORD  (lodax),    1905-35.     1  v. 
Index  to  marginal  releases,    sho%ving  instrument  number,   names  of  mortgagor 
and  mortgagee,   book  and  page  of  entry,    legal   description  of  property, 
consideration,   and  dates  of  mortgage  and  release,     Arr,  alph,  by  name  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,     Hdw,  under  pr,   hdgs,     400  p,   18  x  13  x  2-|-» 
Cir,  elk, 's  off,,   1st  fl. 

Mortgages  -  Chattel 

102,  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  DIDEX,    1895—,      3  v,    (2,    3,    1  not  labeled). 
Index  to  Chattel  Mortgage  Record,    1861—,    entry  103,    and   Transfer  Book 
(Chattel  Property),   1932—,    entry  104,    shovrijig  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,    consideration,   book  and  pago  of  entry,    and  dates,     Arr,   alph, 
by  namo  of  mortgagor,     1895-1933,    hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,;    1934—,   typed 
under  pr.   hdgs,     500  p,  18  x  13  x  2|-,     V,   2,    1895-1912,    cir,   elk. 's   strm,, 
attic;   T,  3,    1  not  labeled,   1913—,    cir.   elk,  »s  off.,    1st  fl, 

103,  CHATTEL  IDRTGAGE  RECORD,    1861—,     46  v,   (A,    2-7,    9-12,    14,    15, 
17-21,    23-27,    30-52).     1848-53  in  Deed  Record,    entry  89;    1854-60 
in  Lfcrtgage  Record,    entry  99, 

Record  of  chattel  mortgages,    including  chattel  mortgage  extensions  and 
bills  of  sale,   1861-1901,   1913,    sind  shovdjag  names  of  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,    consideration,    description  of  property,   affidavit  of 
mortgagor,   and  dates   of  acknovdedgnent  and  filing.     Also  contains  Release 
Record,    1861-68,   entry  100;    Transfer  Book  (Chattel  Property)  1870-1931, 
entry  104,     Arr.  by  date  of  filing.     1861-67,   1874-1903,    indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  mortgagor;   186&-73,  no  index;    for  sep.   index,    1895—,    see 
entry  102,     1861-79,    hdw.;    1880-1906,    hdw.   on  pr.  fm.;    1907—,   hdw.   on 
pr,  fm.,   typed,    and  tj'ped  on  pr.  fm.     640  p.   18  x  13  x  3.     V.  A,    2-7, 
9-12,    14,    15,    17-21,    23-27,    36-37,    39-46,   1861-1932,    cir.   clk.'s   strm., 
attic;   V.   38,   47-52,    1916—,    cir.   clk.'s  off,,    1st  fl. 


-  174  - 

(104-108)  Sccordcr  -  Instru- 

ments Hccordcd 


104,  TRANSFER  BOOK  (Chattel  Property),-   1932—.  1  v«  1870-1931  in 
Chattel  Mortgage  Record,  entry  103. 

Record  of  chattel  mortgage  releases,  transfers  and  sales,  showing  names 
of  mortgagee,  mortgagor,  and  to  whom  released,  description  of  chattels, 
amount  of  mortgage,  and  dates  of  mortgage,  transfer,  and  filingt  Arr,  by 
d£.te  of  filing.  For  index,  see  entry  102.  Typed  on  pr#  fm.  200  p, 
18  X  13  X  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Certificate  of  Levy,  Sale,  and 
Redemption 

105,  CERTIFICATE  OF  PURCHASE,  LEVY  At;D  REDEIJPTION.  1853—, 

4  V.  (1  not  labeled,  2-4).  Title  veriest  Certificate  of  Lovy  and 
Purchase,  1  v,  not  labeled,  1853-63;  v,  2,  1869-1912,   1848-52 
in  Deed  Record,  entry  89. 
Copies  of  sheriff's  and  master's  certificates  of  levy,  sale,  purchase, 
and  redemption,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  master  in  chancery, 
and  sherif ■'',  type  of  action,  case  number,  legal  description  of  property, 
court  orders,  date,  amount,  terms,  and  place  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing. 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  1853-84, 
hdw.;  1885-1907,  hdw.,  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.;  1908--,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  and 
typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  2  l/2,  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Bonds  of  Officers 

106,  BOND  RECORD,  1889-1928.  1  v.  (C). 

Copies  of  township  treasurers'  bonds,  showing  names  of  treasurer,  sureties 
and  trustees,  amount  of  bond,  township  and  range  numbers,  affidavit  of 
sureties,  approval  of  trustees,  dates  of  bond  and  filing;  also  contains 
(Town)  Collectors'  Bond  Record,  1901-18,  entry  107.  Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  treasurer.  Hdw.  on  pr .  fm.  500  p, 
18  X  13  X  3.  ^ij.,  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 

107,  (Town)  COLLECTORS'  BOND  RECORD,  1869-1900.  2  v,  (A,  B).  Title 
varies  I  Collectors'  Bonds,  v.  A,  1869-71.  1859-68  in  Super- 
visors' Record,  entry  2;  1901-18  in  Bond  Record,  entry  106, 

Record  of  town  collectors'  bonds,  showing  names  of  township,  collector,  and 
sureties,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  affidavit  of  collector,  certification  of 
supervisor,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  collector.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  415  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir,  clk.'s  strm., 
attic  , 

Maps  and  Plats 

108,  SURVEYORS'  RECORD,  1859--.  2  v.  (l  not  labeled,  l).  i^ssingi 
1871-84,  Last  entry  1938, 

Record  of  surveys  made  by  county  surveyors,  showing  location  of  lands  v^ith 
hand-drawn  plats  and  remarks  on  territory  surveyed,  for  whom  survey  was 
made,  name  and  certification  of  surveyor,  and  dates  of  survey  and  record- 
ing. 1859-70,  arr.  by  sec,  twp,,  and  rang©  nos^;  1885—,  arr,  by  date  of 
recording.  No  index,  Hdw.  and  hand-dravm^  525»-»  557  Pf  12  x  8  x  1  l/2  - 
18  X  13  X  3.  Cij-,  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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109.  PLAT  BOOK,    1871—.      2  v.    (A,    B). 

Plats  of  additions  to  towns  and  cemeteries,    shovdng  hand-dravm  plats   of 
surveys,    location  of  land  or  lots,    description  and  notes   of  survey,   name 

of  surveyor  and  dates   of  suiryey,   and  recording.     Also  contains  Plat  Book 

(Highways),    1933 — ,   entry  111.     Arr.   by  date  of  recording.      No  index. 

1871-1910,    hdw.   and  hand-dravm;    1911 — ,    typed  and  hand-drawn.  400  p. 
18  X  13  X  2   l/2.      Cir.    elk. «s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

110.  (SCHOOL  PUTS),  1867—.   1  v. 

Plats  of  school  districts,  showing  section,  township  and  range  numbers, 
changes  of  school  district  boundaries,  certifications  of  clerk  and  presi- 
dent of  board  of  trustees  of  school  district,  and  date  of  recording. 
Author,  Culver,  Page  &  Honye.   Published  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Arr.  by 
date  of  recording.   Indexed  by  twp.  and  range  nos.  Hdv;.  and  hand-drawn. 
253  p.  12  X  9  X  2.   Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

111.  FIAT   BOOK  (Highways),  1928-32.   2  v.  (C  -  1,  C  -  1).   1933— 
in  Plat  Book,  entry  109. 

Record  of  hand-drawn  plats  and  naps  of  land  granted  to  state  for  highway 
purposes,  showing  date,  indenture  number,  name  and  affidavit  of  owner, 
consideration,  and  legal  description  of  land.   1  in.  to  100  ft.;  1  in.  to 
50  ft.  Arr.  by  date  of  plat.  No  index.  Hand-drawn,  typed,  and  blue- 
print.  460  p.  16  X  12  X  2.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Other  Instruments 

112.  (SOLDIERS'  DISCHARGE  RECORD),  1865—.   1  v. 

Copies  of  Civil  Vi'ar  soldiers'  discharge  certificates,  showing  name  and  de- 
scription of  soldier,  date  and  place  of  birth,  dates  and  places  of  enlist- 
ment and  discharge,  outline  of  service,  rank  on  discharge,  date  of  filing, 
and  signature  of  recorder.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  soldier.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   391  p.  18  x  12  x  2  l/2.  Cir.  elk. 's 
off.,  1st  fl. 

113.  ILLINOIS  STALLION  RECORD,  1910—.   2  v.  (1,  3).   Title  varies: 
Stallion  Registration  Record,  v.  1,  1910-18.   last  entry  1938. 

Record  of  stallion  certificates,  showing  certificate  and  registration 
nuinbers,  names  of  ovmer,  examiner,  and  breeder,  name  and  description  of 
horse,  dates  of  expiration  and  renev/al  of  license,  signature  of  secretary 
of  board,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  names  of  owner  and  horse.   1910-18,  hdv/.  on  pr.  fm. ;  1911 — ,  typed  on 
pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  V.  1,  1910-18,  cir.  elk. 's  strm. ,  attic; 
V,  3,  1918—,  cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 

114.  REIWhAL  CERTIFICATE  OF  STALLION  RECORD,  1911-18.   1  v. 
Record  of  renewals  of  stallion  certificates,  showing  certificate  and 
registration  numbers,  names  of  original  and  present  owners,  name  of  horse, 
dates  of  renevral,  expiration,  and  filing,  and  signature  of  secretary  of 
board.  Arr.  by  date  of  renev/al.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  ovmer.  Hdw. 

on  pr.  fm.   320  p.  18  x  12  x  2,  Cir.  elk. 's  strm.,  attic. 
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115.  REGISTER  OF  FARM  N/iI!ES,  1915—.   1  v.  (l).   Last  entry  1929. 
Register  of  ncjncs  of  farm  lands,  showinf,  names  of  ovmor  and  farm,  legal 
description  of  land,  acreage,  dates  of  registration  and  filing,  and 
affidavit  of  owior.  Arr,  by  date  of  registration.  Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  cvmcr.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.   284  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

116.  "AREHOUSE  CERTIFICATE,  1934--.   1  f.b. 

Copies  of  applications  and  farm  warehouse  certificates  issued  by  state  de- 
partment of  agriculture,  showing  certificate  nianbcr,  kind  of  grcjit, 
location  of  crib  or  bin,  nrjnc  of  owner,  qurjitity  stored  in  warehouse, 
affidavit  of  owner,  dates  of  issue  and  filing,  rjid  signature  of  state 
director.  Arr,  by  date  of  issue.  No  index.   Typed  on  pr.  fm. 
11  X  5  X  14.   Cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl, 

117.  GRj'JJD  iVRLT  OF  THE  REFUELIC,  FR/lIK  L0\7RY  POST  "•"0,  157,  DEP-RTl'EWT 
OF  ILLINOIS,  1862-92.   1  v. 

Record  of  Civil  War  veterans  v;ho  joined  Frank  Lovn-y  Post  No.  157,  Clinton, 
showing  name  of  soldier,  date  and  place  of  birth,  description  of  army  ser- 
vice, certification  of  service,  date  of  joining  post,  and  signature  of 
post  commander,  j'lrr.  by  date  of  joining  post.  Indexed  alph,  by  nojne  of 
soldier.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   205  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  off,,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  118,  p.   185) 


IV.      COUNTY  COURT 


The  county  court  serves  as  the  judicial  "branch  of  county  governnent. 
This  court  is  administered  "by   the  county   judge  who   is  elected  for  a  four- 
year  term  by  the  county  electorate.     Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of 
his  office,    the  county   judge  is  required  to   take  and  subscribe   to   an  oath 
which  he  files  with  the   Secretary  of  State.      The  compensation  of  the 
De  Witt  county  judge  was  originally  set  at  $2,50  per  diem  for  holding 
court,    which  was  paid  quarterly  out  of  the  county  treasury. ^     Today,    the 
judge  in  this  county  receives  $2,500  per  annum, 2     The  court  hears  and 
detorminos  matters   in  which  it  ho.s  original   or  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
including  appeals  from  the  justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates, 3 

At   the  time  of  the  organization  of  De  Witt  County,    the  powers  of  the 
judiciary  in  all  counties  were  administered  only  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  4  the  probate  justice  of  the  peace, 5  and  the  circuit  court. ^     Later, 
a  civil  and  criminal   court  with  jurisdiction  coextensive  with  the  county 
lines  was  established  under  the  provisions  of   the  Constitution  of  184S 
and  legislation  of  1849.7     The  court  created  was   the  co'onty  court.      This 
unit  of  county  government  was  established  with  a  partial  reversion   to 
the  dual  function,    administrative  and  judicial,    of  the  local   judiciary  in 
Illinois  under   the  Territorial  Laws  prior   to  1818.      The  court  was  dif- 
ferent from  the   territorial  courts  in  that   its  composition  varied  for 
each  of  the  tv/o   functions.      The  j-iodicial   court  was  administered  by  the 
covinty  judge,    who  was   elected  by  the  county  electorate  and  commissioned 
by  the  Governor, 8     His  original  four-yerj:   tenure  of  office  has  remained 
effective  to    the  present.      As   the  administrative  body,    the  court  v;as 
made  up  of  the  county  judge  and  two  justices  of  the  peace. ^ 

Under  the  second  constitution  complete  separation  of  county  busi- 
ness pov/ers  from  the  judicial  could  be  had  with  the  acceptance  by  the 
county  electorate  of  an  independent  a.dministrative  body,  the  board  of 
super'/isors,    established  under   tov/nship  organization.  10     This  plan  of 


1.  L.  1349,  p.  52.63. 

2.  L.  1938,  ?irst  Sp.  Sess. ,  p.  30, 

3.  L.  1881,  p.  70. 

4.  Const.  1818,  Art.  IV,  sec,'  8;  L,  1819,  p.  192. 

5.  L.  1837,  p.  176. 

6.  L.  1819,  p.  380. 

7.  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  1,16;  L,  1849,  p,  62, 

e,   Cor-st.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  17;  L.  1849,  p.  62,56;  R.S.  1874.  p.  339; 

L,  1933,  p.  451. 
9.   L.  1849,  p.  65. 
10.   Const,  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  6;  L.  1849.  p.  192,20^-4;  L.  1851,  p.  38, 

50-52, 
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government  wr.s  not   soloctod  immcdir.tely  r-jid  De  Witt  vp.q  governed  by  the 
dual  county  court  until  1859  when  the  board  of  supervisors  became   suc- 
cessor to  the  cotinty  court   in  its  jurisdiction  over  county  affairs  and 
business.      From  that  date  on,    the  county  court  has   served  only  as  a  ju- 
dicial court  in  De  V/itt  County. 

The  co\inty  court  as  established  in  I8U9  was  vested  with  the  same 
civil  asid.  criminal   jurisdiction  as  were   the  justices  of  the  peace.      The 
county  judge  was  rnado  a  conservator  of   the  peace.      Ho  nas  given  the   same 
pov/or  and  authority  as   the  circuit  judge  in  preserving  order   in  tho  court 
and  punishitig  contempts  offered  tho  co\;rt  while  in  session.^     Suits  for 
tho   sale  of  delinquent  lands  for  taxes  in  lg'r8,    ojid  prior  years,    could  be 
brour,J-t  and  presented  in  either   tho  circuit  or  couiity  court,    but  for 
tr_\cs  of   subsequent  years,    tho  county  court  was  given  exclusive  original 
jurisdiction. 2     Tho  court  also  exorcised  jvirisdiction  equal  with   that  of 
the  circuit  court  over  naturr2i2r.tion.5     This  court  has  power   to  make  rules 
regulating  dockets,    calendars,    and  the  conduct  of   its  business. 

In  addition  to   its  civil  rrA  criminal  jurisdiction,    the  court  was 
vested  -.vith  all   the  powers  and  jurisdiction  in  probate  ma,ttors  which  wore 
vested  prior  to   this  date   in  the  court  of   the  probate   justice.      The  court 
'•as  given  concurrent   jurisdiction  V7ith   the  circuit  court  in  hearing  and 
determining  applications  for   the   sale  of  re^   ests,te  of  deceased  persons 
and  for   the  payment  of  debts  of  the  estate.^      In  De  'Jitt  County  the 
county  judge  has   served  to   the  present  day   in  his  ex  officio  capacity  as 
judge  of   the  probate  court." 

The  law  jurisdiction  of  the  county  co\irt   in  De  'Vitt  Coimty   is  con- 
cvjrront  with   tha.t  of  the  circuit  court  in  that  class  of  cases  wherein 
t;ic  justices  of   the  peace  have  jurisdiction  where  the  valiio  of  the  rjnount 
in  controversy  does  not  exceed  $2,000,'    in  all  cases  of  appeals  from 
justices  of  the  peace  and  police  magistrates,    and  in  all  criminal  offenses 


1.  L.    ISU9,   p.    65. 

2.  Ibid. ,    D.    12b. 

3.  2  U.S.    Stat.    155. 
U.      L.    19^3,    p.    loo, 
3.      L.    15U9,    p.    65. 

V.     Const.    18US,   Art.   V,    sec.    l6,13;    Const.    IS70,    Art.   VI,    sec.    18; 
R.S.   IS7U,   p.    339.3^0:    L.    1933,    p.   1:U9,U5S. 

7.      In  lo72  the  jurisdiction  was  in  cases  wherein   the  anoiint  involved  did 
not  exceed  $500   (L.    1S71-72,   p.    325;  R.S.   I87U,   p.    339, 3U0).      Legisla- 
tion enacted  in  1933  extended  the  jurisdiction  to  $2,000  (L.   1933i    p. 
U52),    but  a  later  amendment  of   tho  sajne  session,    passed  J\mo  21,    1933 1 
placed  the  jurisdiction  in  cases  where  the  amount  involved  is  not  over 
$1,000  (ibid.,   p.    UU9).      In  1939.    jvirisdiction  was  again  extended  to 
$2,000  (L.   1939,    p.    U92. 
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and  misdemeanors  where  the  punishment  is  not  imprisonment  in  the  peniten- 
tiary or  death. ^  The  county  court  also  has  original  jurisdiction  in 
matters  relating  to  indigent  mothers,^  and  jurisdiction  over  insane 
persons  not  charged  with  crimes."^ 

The  county  and  circuit  courts  have  original  jurisdiction  in  cases  of 
juvenile  offenders.  This  jurisdiction  is  over  matters  dealing  with  depend- 
entj  neglected,  and  delinquent  children.  The  authority  includes  provision 
for  the  treatment,  control,  maintenance,  adoption,  and  guardianship  of 
such  children.^ 

In  1899,  provision  ■vvas  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  court  of  a 
juvenile  probation  officer  to  serve  without  compensation  from  the  public 
treasury  and  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court, 5  In  1907  an  amendment  to  this 
act  authorized  the  court  to  allow  compensation  to  such  officer  in  a  sum 
to  be  set  by  the  county  board,  but  the  power  of  the  court  to  appoint 
probation  officers  to  serve  without  pay  was  in  no  way  abridged  by  this 
legislation.^  An   amendment  of  1925  provided  that  if  more  than  one  pro- 
bation officer  were  appointed,  one  was  to  be  designated  as  chief  pro- 
bation officej.  To  be  eligible  for  the  position  of  chief  probation  offi- 
cer, the  candidate  was  required  to  have  had  experience  in  social  welfare 
work  equivalent  to  one  year  spent  in  active  practical  welfare  work. 
Minimum  rates,  based  upon  population,  were  established  for  the  compensa- 
tion of  these  officers,  the  county  board  to  fix  the  amount,  IVhere  a 
county  had  only  one  probation  officer,  the  salary  rates  were  made  to  apply 
to  that  individual.  The  court,  however,  retains  the  power  to  appoint  pro- 
bation officers  to  serve  without  pay,'''  Legislation  enacted  in  1939 
abolished  minimum  rates  based  upon  population  but  retained  the  other 
1925  provisions, 8 

The  probation  officer  nvakes  investigation  on  order  of  the  court  and 
takes  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after  trial.  He  is  required  to  be 
present  at  the  court  hearings  in  order  that  he  may  represent  the  interest 
of  the  child.  This  officer  also  furnishes  information  and  assistance  as 
required  by  the  court, ^ 


1,  R.S.  1874,  p.  340;  L.  1877,  p,  77;  L,  1895,  p,  212,223;  L,  1933, 
p,  349-51. 

2,  L.  1913,  p.  127,  L.  1915,  p.  243;  L,  1921,  p.  162-64;  L,  1935,  p.  256r 
59. 

3,  L,  1869,  p,  366;  R,S.  1874,  p.  685, 

4,  L.  1899,  p,  131-37;  L,  1901,  p.  141-44;  L.  1905,  p,  152-56;  L.  1907, 
p.  70-78, 

5,  L,  1899,  p.  133. 

6,  L,  1907,  p.  69,70. 

7,  L.  1925,  p.  187,188, 

8,  L.  1939,  p.  329,330, 

9,  L,  1899,  p.  133;  L.  1925,  p.  187,188. 
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Upon  petition  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  removal  of 
a  neglected  or  dependent  child  from  the  custody  of  its  parents  or  g\iard- 
ian,  process  is  issued  for  appearance.   The  summons  may  be  served  by  the 
sheriff  or  the  duly  appointed  probation  officer.^ 

At  any  time  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  ?jid  pending  the  final 
disposition,  the  court  msiy  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  the  possession  of 
its  custodian,  or  in  its  home  subject  to  the  visitation  of  the  proba.tion 
officer;  or  the  child  may  be  ordered  into  the  custody  of  the  probation 
officer.    If  upon  hearing  the  case  the  court  finds  the  child  to  be 
dependent  or  neglected,  the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  association 
or  institution,  or  allow  the  child  to  remain  in  his  home  subject  to  the 
visitation  of  the  probation  officer. 3  In  a  similar  fashion  the  proba.tion 
officer  for  ad\ilts,  an  appointee  of  the  circuit  court,  assists  the  courts 
of  the  coijnty  in  the  administration  of  justice  among  adult  violators. 

In  cases  of  delinquency,  if  the  court  finds  any  child  to  be  delinquent, 
the  court  may  commit  the  child  to  an  institution  or  to  the  custody  of  the 
probation  officer.   The  court  may,  upon  its  discretion,  send  juvenile  of- 
fenders and  vagrants  to  the  state  reform  school  rather  than  to  the  covuity 
jail. 5 

Another  probation  officer,  an  appointee  of  the  county  court,  assists 
the  court  in  mothers'  pension  cases.   The  str.te  and  county  funds  for 
indigent  mothers  and.   their  children  are  administered  by  the  county  court, 
its  appointed  probation  officers,  the  county  board  with  the  assistance  of 
the  county  clerk,  the  county  treasurer,  aind  thij  Stc.to  Department  of  Public 
Welfare.   The  county  co\irt,  however,  is  given  original  jurisdiction  of 
these  mat  tors. ° 

A  mother  whose  husbajid  is  dead  or  incapacitated,  or  who  is  abandoned 
by  her  husband,  is  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  mothers'  pension  fund 
when  she  is  in  need.   Such  mother  may  filQ  an  application  with  the  county 
court  for  relief.   The  case  of  the  applicant  is  then  investigated  by  the 
probation  officer  under  the  direction  of  the  court. 7  A  report  and  rec- 
ommendation of  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  such  application  is  then 
made  by  this  officer  of  the  court.   If  the  application  is  approved,  the 


1.  L.  1899.  p.  132.133;  L-  1905.  p.  153. 15^^;  L.  1907.  p.  72,73- 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  7U. 

3.  i:rT923.  p.  180,181. 

U.  L.  1911,  p.  280-82. 

5.  L.  1907.  p.  75. 

6.  L.  1913.  p.  127-30;  L.  1915.  p.  2U3-U5:  L.  1921,  p.  162-6U:  L.  1935. 
p.  256-59. 

7.  L.  1913.  p.  127-30:  L.  1915.  p.  2U:;  L.  1935.  p.  256-59. 
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probation  officer  or  other  person  may  file  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  a 
written  petition  verified  by  affidavit  setting  forth  the  facts  giving  the 
court  Jurisdiction  and  other  facts  upon  which  an  order  for  relief  is  enter- 
ed. Upon  receipt  of  the  petition,  a  sujaraons  is  issued  to  the  mother  and 
the  county  board  for  appearance.  The  usueJ.  procedure  is  for  the  boaxd  to 
make  a  written  appeargjice.  Upon  the  hearing  in  court,  the  court  may  make 
an  order  upon  the  county  board  to  pay  monthly  such  money  e.s   ma^''  be  necesssoy 
for  the  cajre  of  the  mother  and  her  child  or  children  in  accordsmce  with  the 
provisions  of  law.l 

To  carry  out  this  procedure,  the  county  court  appoints  the  probation 
officer  who  serves  during  the  pleasure  of  the  court  and  is  compensated  for 
his  services  by  the  coionty  in  such  amcant  as  determined  by  the  county 
board.  As  noted  above,  this  officer  is  required  to  investigate  all  appli- 
cations for  relief  and  make  a  written  report  to  the  court.  In  a;idition  to 
this  duty,  the  probation  officer  makes  quarterly  visits  ajid  supervises, 
under  the  direction  of  the  court,  the  faanilies  to  which  such  assistance 
has  been  granted, 2 

The  county  board  annually  levies  a  tax  on  all  taxable  property  to 
provide  for  the  mothers'  pension  fund.  The  levy  is  made  not  in  excess  of 
two  fifths  of  one  mill  on  a  dollar  in  De  Witt  County. 3  In  addition,  the 
General  Assembly,  from  time  to  time,  makes  appropriations  to  the  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare,  the  funds,  in  turn,  being  distributed  to  the 
several  counties  to  supplement  the  pension  fund.   To  become  entitled  to 
the  state  appropriations,  the  county  must  meet  the  standards  of  adminis- 
tration set  by  the  state  agency.   The  county  treasurer  certifies  to  the 
state  department  an  itemized  statement,  attested  bj^  the  county  clerk,  of 
the  money  paid  out  during  each  quarter  in  accordance  with  the  legislative 
provisions  for  this  pension  and  also  certified  annvially  the  total  assessed 
valuation  and  amount  of  money  raised  oj   teix  levy   for  the  mothers'  pension 
fund. 4 

Jurisdiction  in  the  election  procedure  is  vested  variously  in  the 
county  board,  the  county  court,  and  the  coTinty  clerk.   In  the  event  that 
any  city,  village,  or  incorporated  town  adopts  the  City  Election  Act  the 
county  judge  appoints  a  board  of  three  election  commissioners  to  have 
charge  of  elections  in  that  political  unit.  Only  one  such  board,  however, 
is  appointed  in  each  county.   This  board  has  jurisdiction  over  elections  in 


all  cities,  villages,  or  incoarporated  towns  VThich  may  adopt  the  act 


R 


1.  L.  1913,  p.  127-30;  L.  1935,  p.  257-59. 

2.  L,  1913,  p.  129,130;  L.  1935,  p.  258. 

3.  L.  1919,  p.  780,781;  L.  1927,  p.  195,197;  L.  1928,  First  Sp.  Sess., 
p.  3,4;  L.  1933,  p.  194,195. 

4.  L.  1935,  p.  259. 

5.  L.  1885,  p.  147-49;  L.  1899,  p.  165-65;  L.  1917,  p.  445,445; 

L.  1929,  p.  339;  L.  1933,  p.  534;  L.  1935-35,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  35. 
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Otherwise,  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  board,  county  court,  and 
county  clerk.  The  county  court  has  orif^inal  jurisdiction  in  election  con- 
tests for  certain  coimty,  district,  and  tovmship  offices.^ 

Aiding  in  the  settlement  of  questions  arising  in  the  course  of  the 
election  procedure  is  the  county  officers  electoral  board.  This  body 
consists  of  the  county  judge  as  chainnan,  the  county  clor}c,and  the  state's 
attorney.^ 

The  several  ncninaticn  papers  for  count;/  offices  arc  filed  vrith  the 
county  clerk  and  are  considered  valid  unless  objections  are  made  within 
five  days  after  the  last  day  for  filing  such  papers.  Objections  to  nom- 
inations are  made  to  the  county  officers  electoral  board  for  any  office 
of  the  county,  park  district,  or  other  division  coterminous  with  or  loss 
than  the  countj'-  and  other  than  a  city,  village,  incorporated  tovm,  or 
township.'  Tho  objector's  petition  is  filed  with  the  county  clerk  who 
presents  the  same,  together  with  the  nomination  papers  or  certificate, 
before  the  electoral  board. ^  The  petition  contains  the  objector's  name 
and  residence,  tho  nature  of  the  objection,  the  interest  of  the  objector, 
and  the  relief  sought  of  the  board."  A  notice  of  the  hearing  is  sent  to 
tho  candidate.  Upon  hearing  tho  objections,  the  board  renders  a  final 
decision  by  majority  vote.  In  the  event  the  candidate  whose  nomination 
is  protested  is  a  member  of  the  electoral  board,  the  circuit  judge  is 
required  to  fill  his  place. ^ 

Jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  county  court  to  hear  and  determine  all 
questions  relative  to  taxes  on  gifts,  legacies,  and  inheritance.'  The 
act  granting  this  jurisdiction  is  generally  known  as  the  "Inheritance  Tax 
Law."  Originally,  the  state's  attorney  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  on- 
forcing  the  provisions  of  this  law, 8  however,  since  1913  those  duties  have 
been  performed  by  the  Attorney  General. ^  The  law  also  requires  that  both 
tho  county  judge  rjid  tho  county  clerk  make  a  statement  in  writing  to  the 
county  treasurer  every  throe  months  of  the  property  from  which  or  tho 
party  from  whom  ho  (tho  county  judge  or  county  clerk)  has  reasons  to 


1.  L.  1871-72,  p.  396. 

2.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  1933,  p.  552. 

3.  L.  1891,  p.  110,111;  L.  1929,  p.  394. 

4.  L.  1891,  p.  Ill;  L.  1929,  p.  394;  L.  1933,  p.  552, 

5.  L.  1929,  p.  394,395. 

6.  L.  1933,  p.  552, 

7.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  318. 

8.  L.  1895,  p.  306. 

9.  L.  1913,  p.  515,516;  L.  1935,  p.  1179,1180. 
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boliove  c.  tax  under  this  act  is  due  and  xmpaid.   The  county  treasurer 
is  required  to  colloct  and  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer  all  tcjcos  that  may 
be  due  and  payable  by  law.^ 

Under  an  act  of  1935,  housing  corporations  may  be  organized  in 
Illinois  for  the  express  purpose  of  improving  housing  conditions.   Such 
corporations  arc  subject  to  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  State 
Housing  Board.   This  state  agency  has  authority,  after  investigations 
and  public  hearing,  to  approve  the  acquisitions  of  property  and  construc- 
tion of  housing  projects.  If  the  State  Housing  Board  approves  a  project 
over  the  objections  of  ten  percent  of  the  property  ovmcrs  mthin  a  mlc, 
but  not  included  in  the  project,  it  must  then  file  on  application  v.-lth 
the  clerk  of  the  county  court  to  be  submitted  to  the  county  judge  for  the 
confirmation  of  the  court's  approval.   Such  application  is  to  contain 
copies  of  the  findings  and  order  of  the  board,  transcript  of  testimony, 
description  of  the  project  and  public  spaces,  statement  of  location,  and 
reasons  for  approval  by  the  board.   The  objectors  to  the  project  may  file 
objections  in  the  county  court  to  the  confirmation  of  such  a  project. 
The  county  judge  then  examines  the  application,  objections,  and  any  ad- 
ditional evidence  before  rendering  a  decision  of  "approved"  or  "not 
approved"  on  the  application.^ 

Appeals  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,  judgments  and  decri cs  of 
the  county  court  to  the  circuit  court  in  all  natters^  except  in  proceed- 
ings for  the  confirmation  of  special  assessments  and  in  proceedings  for 
the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes  and  special  assessments;  also  excepted  are 
common  law  rjid  attachment  cases,  those  of  forcible  detainer,  and  of 
forcible  entry  and  detainer.   These  matters  are  a.ppcalcd  directly  to  the 
Supreme  Court  or  the  Appellate  Court,   Such  appeals  shall,  when  not  cthor- 
•wiso  provided,  be  taken  and  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner  as  arc  other 
civil  cases  in  courts  of  record." 

The  records  of  the  county  coiirt  are  kept  by  its  clerk.  In  D6  Vitt 
County  the  county  clerk  ia  clerk,  ex  officio,  of  the  county  court.   In 
addition  to  the  statutory  records  described  below  the  clerk  necessarily 
mplntr.ins  others  in  effecting  the  court's  orders.' 


1.  L.  1895,  p.  306;  L.  1909,  p.  319;  L.  1913,  p.  516. 

2.  L.  1895,  p.  307;  L.  1909,  p.  319. 

3.  L.  1933,  p.  396-415;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  167-74, 

4.  Ibid. 

5.  R.S.  1874,  p.  339. 

6.  Ibid.;  L.  1877,  p.  77;  L.  1881,  p.  66;  L.  1935,  p.  696,697. 

7.  The  form  which  such  records  take  is  generally  determined  by  court  order 
(L.  1849,  p.  65;  R.S.  1874,  p.  262,263). 


-  18U  - 

Covinty  Court 


For  the  court  the  clerk  keeps  the  following  records! 

1.  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  with  alphabetical  indaxos  by  names  of  partias. 
Procoodings  aro  recorded  at  len.?:th  only  in  casos  dosi^- 
ne,tcd  by  law  or  when  the  court,  at  the  motion  and  as- 
sumption of  oxpcnsos  by  one  of  the  parties,  so  orders. 
In  practice,  the  court  record  has  been  brokon  down 
from  an  oarly  di>,t:;  into  sogrfvjatod  types  of  procoodings 
and  judgments. 

?..      "Plaint if f-Dofondr.nt  Index  to  Court  Records"  rnA   "Dofond- 
pait-Plaintiff  Index  to  Court  Hccords, "  intended  to  be 
separate  records,  but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the  two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 

3.  A  general  docket  i:'.  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

U.  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for 
thj  entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In 
practice,  sin  execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  in- 
dependently. 

5.  AdditioncJ  dockets,  designated  as  the  clerk's,  judge's, 
end  bar  doclcot.  In  practice,  the  bar  docket  h^.s  tended 
to  drop  out  of  use. 

6.  A  foe  book  in  which  costs  and  foes  are  to  be  entered  under 
the  proper  title  of  the  cause.   In  practice,  separr.te 
series  of  volvunos  are  maintained  \inder  these  titles  of 
causes. 

7.  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices' 
court3,  dockets  thereof,  and  tranncripts  of  judgment 
for  liens,  etc.,  from  justices'  courts.-^ 

8.  Naturalization  records  including  petitions,  proceedings, 
final  certificates,  etc.   The  county  courts  in  Illinois 
prior  to  1906  mot  the  requirement  of  Federal  statutes  to 
exercise  naturalization  jurisdiction."^ 

9.  Original  documents  used  in  co\irt  her.,ring3  and  determina- 
tions; of  partic"Jl<:.r  importance  in  the  largo  number  of 
casos  whore  complete  proceedings  are  not  spread  on  court 
record. 

10.   i-ionthlj'  reports  of  tho  '--ardon  of  the  co\anty  jail  con- 
taining a  list  of  rll  prisoners  in  hi^  custody  «?Jirl  show- 
ing tho  cause  of  commitment  rjid  names  of  persons  by  '-rhom 
committed. 3 


1.  L.  1855,  p.  32-9U;  L.  i£65,  p.  79.80;  L.  1871-72,  p.  325-27;  H.s.  187U, 
p.  2o2-b5;  L.  1895.  p.  217- 

2.  :■'   U.S.  Stat.  153-55:  U.S. H.S.  1789-187^+.  d.  378-80;  3k   U.S.  Str.t.  596-S07. 

3.  R.s.  1S7U,  p.  5i7j  l.  1933,  P-  678. 
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Proceedings  of  Court 

118.  JUDEX  TO  PROBATE,  COMf.ION  LA17,  MW   CRIMINAL  CASES,  1839-1908.   1  v. 
County  clerk's  index  to  prob&te,  common  law,  criminal,  naturalization, 
adoption,  insa  ne,  insolvent,  copartnership  and  feeble-minded  case  papers, 
showing  name  of  principal  party,  type  of  case,  and  case  number,  'This 
index  was  transcribed  in  1908' into  General  Index  Probate,  1839 — ,  entry 
152;  General  Index  Common  Lav/,  1872 — ,  entry  120;  and  General  Index  - 
Common  Law  and  Criminal  (Criminal  Only),  1872 — ,  entry  123.  Arr.'by  type 
of  case  and  case  no.  Hdw,  200  p.  18  x  12  x  l---.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

119.  (COI.MON  LAW  AND  PROBATE  FILES),  1839—.   322  f.b.  (1-222, 
222-247,  247-267,  267-269,  259-312,  6  not  labeled). 

Files  of  common  law  case  papers  in  county  court,  including  pleas, 
subpoenas,  v;arrants,  summonses,  writs,  depositions,  motions,  executions, 
judgments,  transcripts  from  justice  courts,  appeals,  jury  verdicts,  and 
court  orders  and  decrees;  mothers'  pension  papers,  1916 — ;  insanity  and 
feeble-minded  case  papers,  1857--;  dependency  and  delinquency  papers, 
1906—;  petit  jury  venire,  1916--;  certificates  of  good  moral  character,' 
1892 — ;  applications  for  relief  of  blind,  1919,  1921-22;  adoption  papers, 
1888 — ;  drainage  district  papers  for  Green  Valley,  Santa  Ana,  and  North 
Fork  Branch  districts,  1912-31;  naturalization  papers,  1874-1906;  and 
inheritance  tax  papers,  1905 — .  Also  cont&ins  Tax  Sale  Certificate  of 
Purchase,  ontry  39;  Criminal  Files,  1909 — ,  enti-y  122;  and  (Probate 
Files),  entry  153,  Arr,  by  case  no.  For  index,  1839-1908,  see  entry 
118;  for  sep.  index  to  common  law  papers,  see  entry  120;  for  sep.  index 
to  probate  papers,  see  entry  152.   1839-53,  hdw.;  1854-1904,  hdv;.  and 
hdw.  on  pr,  fm.;  1905 — ,  hdv;-.,  typed  and  hdw.  and  typed  onpr.  fm. 
11  X  5  X  14.   35  f.b.,  1839-78,  1889-1935,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.; 
287  f.b.,  1878—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  f  1 . 

120.  GENEPJIL  INDEX  COITION  LAW,  10  72—.   1  v.  (3). 

Index  to  common  law  papers  in  (Common  Law  and  Probate  Files), 
entry  119,  shov/ing  file  box  and  case  numbers,  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,  and  type  of  action.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of ' plaintiff .  Typed 
under  pr.  hdgs.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

121.  COUNTY  COURT  RECORD  (Common  Law),  1872—.   5  v.  (1-5). 
Record  of  common  law  cases ,'  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
case  number,  nature  of  case,  court  term  and  orders.  Also  contains  Judg- 
ment by  Confession,  1875-96,  entry  126.  Arr.  by  case  no.   Indexed  alph. 

by  name  of  plaintiff.  1372-lS06,"hdw.;  1907—,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

122.  CRIMINAL  FILES,  1872-1908.   11  f.b.   1909—  in  (Common  Law  and 
Probate  Files),  entry  119. 

Criminal  cases  filed  in  county  court,  including  common*  law  papers,  1872-76, 
summonses,  subpoenas,  capias,  affidavits,  vmrrants,  pleas,  writs,  indict- 
ments, waivers,  depositions,  commitments,  recognizance  and  appeal  bonds, 
jury  verdicts,  and  court  decrees.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  indox,  see 
entry  123.   1872-1904,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr,  fm.;  1905-1908,  hdw.,  typed, 
hdw,  on  pr.  fm,   11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 
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123.  GENERAL  INDEX  -  COmOU  LM  AND  CRIMINAL  (Criminal  Only),    1872—. 
1  V.    (2). 

Index  to  Criminal  Files,    entry  122,    shovring  file  box  smd  case  numbers, 
kind  of  action  and  name  of  defendant,     Arr.   alph,  by  name  of  defendant. 
Typed  under  pr.   hdgs.     600  p.   18  x  13  x  3,     Co,  clk,»s  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

124.  COUNTY  COURT  CRIMINAL  RECORD,    1872—,      6  v.    (1-6). 

Record  of  criminal  cases  in  county  court,  showing  case  number,  names  of 
defendant  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  orders  of  court,  and  dates. 
Arr.  by  case  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant,   1872-1904,  hdw, ; 
1905—,  typed,   600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

125.  INSANE  RECORD  COMMISSION,    1886-^.      4  v.    (1,    1-3). 

Record  of  proceedings  in  insanity  cases,  showing  names  of  alleged  insane, 
petitioner,  judge,  witnesses,  clerk,  and  members  of  examining  commission, 
statement  of  petitioner,  date  of  hearing,  physician's  report,  verdict  of 
jury,  orders  of  court,  ond  date  of  filing.  Also  contains  Record  of  Find- 
ings and  Orders  Feoble-Mindod,  1886-1914,  entry  127.  Arr.  by  date  of  fil- 
ing. Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  alleged  insane.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  300  p. 
18  X  13  X  2.  V.  1,  1886-93,  co.  clk.'s  stm.,  attic;  v.  1-3,  1893—, 
CO.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

126.  JUDGIENT  BY  CONFESSION,  1897—,   2  v.  (1,  2).   1675-96  in  County 
Court  Record  (Common  Lav;),  entry  121, 

Record  of  jud^nents  by  confession,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  attorneys,  sheriff,  judge,  date  of  confession,  and  amount  and 
date  of  judgment.  Arr.  \iy   case  no.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff, 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

127.  FECORD  OF  FINDINGS  AND  ORDERS  FEEBLE-MINDED,  1915—,   1  v,  (1). 
1886-1914  in  Insane  Record  Commission,  entry  125, 

Record  of  feeble-minded  cases,  showing  names  of  alleged  feeble-minded, 
petitioner,  commission,  sheriff,  and  county  judge,  court  order  appointing 
commission,  findings  of  commission,  court  order  of  commitment,  name  of 
institution,  dates  of  petitions  and  findings,  and  court  orders,  Arr.  by 
date  of  commitment.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  alleged  feeble-minded  person, 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  240  p.  18  x  12  x  2,  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

128.  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  (City  Improvements),  1899—.  4  f.b. 

County  clerk's  files  cf  city  improvements,  including  special  assessments, 
petitions  for  improvements  of  streets,  sidewalks,  drainage,  paving,  and 
watormains,  assessment  rolls,  affidavits  of  publication  and  posting  notice, 
publishers'  notices,  contracts,  appeal  bonds,  orders  for  elections  and 
appointing  commissioners,  oaths  and  reports  of  commissioners,  review  of 
allovrance,  county  treasurer's  receipts  for  funds,  and  bonds  allowed  by 
city  officials  and  commissioners.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.,  typed, 
and  hdw.,  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14.  Co,  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 
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Dockets 
Court  Dockets 

129.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  COM'ON  LM(   AND  CRIMINAL,  1872—.   6  v.  (A-D, 
1872-1915;  2,  1913-31;  1  not  Inboled,  1925—). 

Judge's  dockot  of  coramon  law  cuses,  shovri.ng  case  number,  names  of  plain- 
tiff, defendant,  and  attorneys,  kind  of  action,  orders  of  court,  and 
dates.  Also  contains  Trrjisfer  Judge's  Dockot  (Criminal),  1872-1914, 
1936—,  entry  135,  Arr.  by  case  no.  Ko  index.   1872-1914,  hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.;  1915 — ,  hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   250  -  400  p. 
18  X  13  X  2^:  -  15  X  13  X  3.  V.  A-D,  1872-1915,  co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic; 
V.  2,  1  not  labeled,  1913—,  co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

130.  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  1872—.   1  v.  (A). 

Docket  of  judgments  and  decrees  entered,  shov.dng  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  judgment  or  decree,  cjnount  cjid  date 
of  judgment,  court  costs,  satisfaction  and  book  and  page  numbers  of  re- 
cord and  fee  book.  /jt.   by  case  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  nojOB   of  person 
against  whom  judgment  or  decree  v;as  entered.   Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs. 
320  p.  18  X  14  X  3,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

131.  INS/JHTY  D0CP3;T,  1893—.   2  v.  (1  not  labeled,  2).   1859-92  in 
Probate  Judge's  Judgment  Docket,  entry  187. 

Docket  of  insanity  cases,  including  feeble-minded  cases,  1893-1914,  shov;- 
ing  case  number,  ncjnes  of  petitioner,  alleged  insane  person,  witnesses, 
examining  physician,  and  jurors,  court  orders,  rjid  dates.  Arr.  by  date 
of  court  order.   Indexed  alph.  by  namo  of  alleged  insane  person.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  1-|-.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

132.  DOCKET  -  FEEBLE-MINDED,  1915—.   1  v.  (l). 

Judge's  docket  of  feeble-minded  cases,  showing  names  of  alleged  feeble- 
minded person,  petitioners,  physicians  aind  witnesses,  findings  of  com- 
mission, court  order  of  commitment,  place  of  confinement,  court  costs, 
and  name  of  payer.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  order.   Indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  alleged  feeble-minded  person.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   120  p.  18  x  13  x  Ig-. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

133.  CLERK'S  DOCKET  (and  Miscellaneous  Record),  1872-1902.   1  v. 
County  clerk's  docket  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases,  1872-78,  show- 
ing case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of 
case,  court  orders  of  previous  term,  dates  of  filing  and  court  term,  and 
court  orders.   Cases  arr,  by  case  no,;  certificates  arr.  by  certificate 
no.;  insurance  policies  arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.   1872-22,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.;  1893-190?,  hdw.   250  p.  14  x  9  x  1.  Co.  clk.'s  strm., 
attic. 

134.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1872-1909,   1  v. 

Docket  of  executions,  shoxving  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, type  of  action,  amount  of  judgment,  dates  of  execution  and  re- 
turn, amount  of  fees,  court  of  issue,  and  book  tmd  page  number  of  entry. 
Arr.  by  case  no.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.   322  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 
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135.  TR/^SFER  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  (Criminal),  1915-35.  4  v.  (1,  3-5), 
1872-1914,  1936—  in  Judge's  Docket  Common  Lav;  and  Crininal, 
entry  129. 

Judge's  docket  of  criminal  cases,   shov.dng  case  number,   nair.o  of  defendant, 
kind  of  action,    court  orders,    and  dates,     Arr.  by  case  no.     No  index.     Hdv;, 
and  typed  under  pr.   hdgs.     400  p.   15  x  13  x  3,     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    Ist  fl. 

136.  INHERITAIICE  TAX  DXKET,    1908-31.      1  v.      1905-7  in  Probate  Judge's 
(jud^ent)  Docket,   entry  187}    1932—  in  Transfer  Judge's  Docket 
Probate,   entry  184, 

Docket  of  inheritance  taxes,  shov;ing  names  of  estate,  attorneys,  appraiser 
and  heirs,  gross  value  of  estate,  amount  of  indebtedness,  net  value  of 
estate,  rate  of  interest,  court  order  fixing  tax,  amount  assessed  against 
each  heir,  amount  allowed  appraiser,  expenses  and  disbursements,  witness 
fees,  date  of  death  of  deceased,  and  date  of  fixing  tax.  Arr.  by  date  of 
hearing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate,  Hdv/,  on  pr.  fm.   '145  p, 
18  X  12  X  2,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Justices*  Dockets 

137.  JUSTICE  DOCffiT,  1853-1936,   45  v. 

Docket  and  record  of  common  law  and  criminal  cases  in  Justice  of  the  poaco 
courts,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  witnesses,  and  justices,  kind 
of  action,  abstract  of  proceedings,  and  date  of  trialj  also  contains  some 
chattel  mortgages,  1871-1924.  Arr.  by  date  of  trial.  Indexed  alph,  by 
nomo  of  plaintiff,  1853-75,  hdw.j  1876-1936,  hdw.  and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm, 
400  -  600  p.  14  X  9  X  1^  -  18  X  13  X  2-|-.  Co.  clk.'s  strm. ,  attic, 

138.  POLICE  MAGISTRATE  DOCKET,    1889-98.      1  v. 

Docket  of  cases  in  police  magistrate  court,  showing  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  attorneys,  and  police  magistrate,  nature  of  case,  date  of  trial, 
and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  trial.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  defend- 
ant, Hdv/.  under  pr.  hdgs.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co,  clk,'s  strm,,  attic. 


Fee  Books 

139,  COMON  LM  AND  CRIffiN/iL  FEE  BOOK,  1872—,   6  v.  (1-6).   Title 
varies:  Fee  Book,  v.  1-3,  1872-1912. 
County  clerk's  record  of  common  Isw  and  criminal  foos  received,  showing 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  number  and  nature  of  case,  description, 
amount  of  foes,  name  of  payer  and  date  of  payments.  Arr,  by  case  no. 
Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff  in  common  law  cases,  and  alph,  by  name 
of  defendant  in  criminal  cases,  Hdv/,  on  pr,  fm,  580  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Cot 
clk,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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Reports  to  the  Court 

140.  REPORT  OF  SELECTION  AND  ACCEPTANCE  OF  COMiaSSIOlI  OF  JUDOSS  AND 
CLERKS  OF  ELECTION,    1927—.      1   f.b. 

Lists   of  persons   selected  to   serve  as  judges  and  clerks  of  election  and 
submitted  to   county  court  for   confirmation,    showing  names  and  addresses  of 
persons  selected,    town  or   election  district  to  which  assigned,    and  dates 
of  notices  of  acceptance  and  filing.     No  obvious  arr.     No  index.      Typed 
under  pr,   hdgs.     11  x  5  x  14.      Co.    elk. ' s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

141.  (REPORT  OF  PROBATIONERS),    1935—.      1   f.b. 

Reports  of  probation  officer   to  county  and  circuit  co\irts,    showing  name  of 
probationer,    case  number,    amounts  paid  and  due,    remarks,    and  date  of  report. 
Arr.   by  date  of  report.     No  index.      Typed.     10  x  10  x  2|.     Prob.   officer's 
off,,    residence,    Clinton,    111. 

142.  (MONTHLY  REPORT  ON  MOTEERS'    AID  FAI^ILIES),    1934—.      1  bdl. 
Report  on  applications   for  mothers'    aid,    showing  dates,    name  of  family 
receiving  aid,    cause,    amounts,    allowance  on  last  day  of  month,    date  of 
report,    and  signature  of  person  reporting.      Arr.   by  date  of  report.      No 
index.      Edw,   on  pr,    fm.     12  x  8  x  |.     Prob.   officer's  off,,    residence, 
Clinton,    111. 

Bonds 

143.  BAIL  BOND  RECORD,  1917-22.   1  v. 

Record  of  bail  bonds,  showing  names  of  defendant,  sureties,  and  county 
clerk,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  nature  of  offense,  and  date  of  return. 
Arr,  by  date  of  return.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm,  140  p.  18  X  13  X  l|.   Co.  clk.''s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Probation 
Adult 

144.  (PROBATION  RECORD),    1937—.      3  v. 

Adult  probation  record  showing  case  number,    name,    address,    and  occupation 
of  probationer,   nature  of  charge,    term  of  probation,    amount  of  bond,    date 
of  feport   to  probation  officer,    and  recommendation  to   court  for  discharge, 
Arr.  by  case  no.     No  index.      Hdw.      20  p.   9  x  6^  x  |.     Prob.    officer's  off., 
residence,    Clinton,    111. 


-  190  - 
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Naturalization 


Juvenile   (See  also 
entry  119) 

145.  (CAHD  ESCORD),    igS?—.      1   f.b. 

Copies  of  reports  of  probation  officer,    shOTdn^:  name  of  child,   date  and  place 
of  birth,    sex,    race,    religion,    legal  residence,   parents'    najaes,    address,   date 
accepted  for  care,   date  of  present  placement,    agency  name,    case  number,    type 
01"  present  care,    legal   status  of  agency's  care,    name,    address  and  relation^ 
ship  of  child's  legal  guardian,    if  other   than  agency.     Arr,   alph.   by  name  of 
child.     No  index.     Kdw,     4x3x5.     Prob.   officer's  off.,    residence, 
Clinton,    111. 

Mothers'  Pension  (See  also 
entries  119,    155) 

146.  (APPLICjiTIOii  FOR  AID  TO  liOTIISRS  AlOT  CHILDRSiO,    1934--.      1  bdl. 
Applications  for  mothers'  pension,    showing  nane  of  mother,   address,   place 
and  date  of  birth,    length  of  residence  in  Illinois,    in  county,    and  at 
present  address;    if  foreign-born,   date  and  place  of  naturalization;    status 
of  husband's  physical  condition,    children  under  and  over  sixteen,    names 
and  addresses  of  relatives,    certificate  of  official  investigator,    and  date 
of  r.iport.     Arr.   by  date  of  application.     No  iiidox.     Hdv/.   on  pr.   fm. 

13  X  8  X  1.     Prob.   officer's  off .,  residence,   Clinton,    111. 

147.  MOTIiERS'   P2NSI0i:S,    1918-34.      1  v. 

Record  of  mothers'   pensions,    shcring  najnes  of  mother  ajid  children,   date  of 
birth,    £140  of  children,    court  decree  of  amount  awarded,   dates  of  application, 
petition  and  court  order,    signatures  of  county  judge,    county  clerk,    state's 
attorney,    and   sheriff.     Arr.   by  date  of  proceedings.      Indexed  alph.   by  name 
of  jnother,     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      324  p.   18  x  13  x  2.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

Naturalization 

(S«o  also  entries  119,    156 

220 [x],    252,    253) 

148.  NATURAIIZATICN  RECORD  -  INTEITTION  Ai^T)  FIl-IAL,  1866-1905.   2  v.  (A,  2). 
P.ocord  of  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  naturalization,  including 
naturalization  of  minors,  1899-1906,  r.nd  showing  names  of  alien,  judge, 
sheriff,  clork  and  witnesses,  nr.tivity  of  alien,  ron\mciation  of  foreign 
r.llcgia:icc,  oath  of  citizenship,  signrturos  of  clork  and  alien,  and  dates  of 
certificate  and  petition.  Arr.  by  date  of  application.  Indexed  alph.  by 
nrxne   of  alien.  Kdw.  on  pr.  fm.  475  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

149.  Nj'JIURALIZATION  RECORD  -  SOLDIERS  AI©  MINORS,  1856-98.   1  v. 
P.ecord  of  petitions  and  final  certificates  of  soldiers  and  minors,  showing 
name  and  nativity  of  alien,  names  of  judge,  slieriff,  clerk  and  witnesses, 
oath  of  allegiance,  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  foreign  power,  signatures 
of  .alien  caid  clerk,  and  d:,tes;  soldiers'  certificates  also  show  class  and 
lo::-th  of  service.  Arr.  by  date  of  petition  or  certificate.  Indexed  alph. 
by  nevne  of  alien.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  400  p.  18  x  12  x  2.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 
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Office  Transactions 

150.  DEPUTY  APPOINTMENTS,  1935--.   1  f.b. 

Sheriff  s  appointment  Of  deputies,  showing  names  of  sheriff  and  deputy, 

oath  of  deputy,  dates  of  appointment  and  oath,  and  signatures  of  clerk  and 

deputy  sheriff.  Arr.  "by  date  of  ^pointment.  No  index.  1933,  typed; 

1934 — ,  typed  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

151.  INDEX  (Attorneys'  Receipts),  1938—-.  1  f.b. 

Receipts  of  attorneys  for  papers  taken  from  files,  showing  names  of  attor- 
neys, title  of  document,  and  dates  of  receipt  and  return.  Arr.  alph,  hy 
title  of  document.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  152,   p.   195) 


V.     PROBATE  COURT 


Jurisdiction  in  probate  matters  in  De  Witt  County  was  vested  in  a 
separate  probate   court  from   the  organization  of   the  county   in  1839,   until 
1849.     From  1839    to  1849,   probr.to  court   in  Do  Witt  County  was  held  by  a 
probate  justice  of  the  peace  who  was  elected  by  the  county  electorate  for 
a  fo\ir-year   term;^    the  term  was  reduced  in  1847   to   two  years. 2     The  juris- 
diction of  theprobato  court  was   transferred  to   the  newly  created  county 
court  in  1849.2'     The  De  Witt  county  court  has  retained  probate  jurisdiction 
from  that  date  to   the  present.'^ 

As  enunciated  by  the  present  constitution  and  subsequent  legislation, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  co^jxt  extend'S  to   all  probate  matters,    the  settle- 
ment of  estates  of  deceased  persons,    the   r.ppointment  of  guardians   and 
conservators  and  settlement  of  their  accounts,    nil  matters  relating  to  ap- 
prentices,   end  cases  of  sales  of  roal   estate  of  deceased  persons  for  pay- 
ment of  debts. ^ 

J^po?Jls  may  be  taken  from  the  final  orders,    judgments,   decrees  of 
the  probate  court   to  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  except   in  proceed- 
ings In  £5)plication8  of  executors,    administrators,    gusirdians,    and  conserva- 
tors for  the  sale  of  real  estate.     The  appellant  must  give  bond  and 
security  in   such  amount  and  upon  such  condition  as   the  court  shall  re- 
quire. 

Aiding  the  court  in  its  jurisdiction  over   the  administration  of  in- 
testate estates  and  the  guardianship  of  minors,    are  the  public  adminis- 
trator and   the  public  guardian.     Each  officer  is  appointed  quadrenially 
by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.      The  public 
administrator  and  public  guardian  are  required  to  enter  into  bonds   set  and 
£55proved  by   the   court  in  sums  not  less  than   $5,000,^     Their  duties  are 
performed  under   the  direction  and  orders  of  the  court.     The  records   that 
result  from  their  prescribed  duties  appear  among  the  records  of  the  court 
with  those  of  other  suiministrators,    executors,    and  guardians. 

When   there  is  no  relative  or  creditor  who  will   administer  an  intes- 
tate estate,    the  court  commits   the  administration  to   the  public  admlnis- 


1.  L.   1836-37,    p.    176.      From  1821   to  1837,   probate  court  was  held  by  a 
probate  judge  (L.   1821,   p.   119,120). 

2.  L.   1845,   p.    28.      Effective  in  1847. 

3.  Const.    1848,    Art.   V,    sec.    16,18;    L.    1849,   p.   65. 

4.  R.S.    1874,   p.    339,340;    L.    1933,    p.    449,458. 

5.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  20;  L.  1877,  p.  80. 

6.  L.  1825,  p.  70,72;  R.L.  1829,  p.  208;  R.L.  1833,  p.  627,628;  R.S.  1845, 
p.  548;  L.  1871-72,  p.  89;  L.  1881,  p.  3;  L.  1889,  p.  165. 
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trator  upon  application  of  any  person  interested  in  the  estate.^     If  a 
widow,    next  of  kin,    or  creditor  of  the  deceased  appears  within  six  months 
after  the  administration   is  granted  to   the  public  administrator,    the 
court  then  revokes  its  grant  of  administration  to    the  public  administra- 
tor  and  orders  letters  of  administration  granted  to  such  person   interest- 
ed in  the  estate.      If,    after  all  debts  and  charges  against  the  estate 
v;hich  have  been  presented  within   two  years   after  the  administration  of 
the  estate  was   committed   to   such  public  administrator  are  fully  paid, 
any  balance  of  intestate  estate  remains,    the  administrator  causes  a 
notice   to  be  published  requiring  persons  still  having  claims   against  the 
estate  to  proncnt  them  to   the  county  court  within   six  months.      If  no 
claims   are  presented,    the  balance  is  paid  into   the  county  treasury  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  six-month  period,    the  county  remaining  answerable 
to   any  future  claims. 

As  already  noted,    the  court  ha^  authority  to   ^point  guardians  of 
minor  heirs  of  deceased  persons.      In  cases  v?here   the  minor   is  under  four- 
teen years  of  age  the   court  appoints  his  guardian.      \Vhen  the  minor  is 
over  fourteen  he  may  nominate  his  own  guardian,    subject   to  the  approval 
of  the  court, 3     IMder   the  direction  of  the  co-urt,    the  guardian  is  respon- 
sible for   the  custody,    nurture,    and  tuition  of  his  ward  and  the  care  and 
man??gemGnt  of  his  estate.      The  court  may  assign  the  guardianship  of  the 
estate   to  one   guardian  and   the  custody,    nurture,    and  tuition  of  the  ward 
to   another, 4     V<'ithin  sixty  days  after  his   appointment,    the  guardian 
returns   to   the  court  a  complete  inventory  of   the  real   and  personal   estate 
of  the  ward  in   the  form  prescribed  by  lav/,^     At   the  end  of  the  first  ye?x 
of  his   appointment,    and  every  three  years   thereafter,  he  makes  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts.     When  his   trust  is  completed  or  upon  the  death  of 
the  ward,    the  gu.ardien  makes   final   settlement  and  delivers  over   to  per- 
sons entitled  to    them  the  property  and  papers  in  his  hands   as  guai:lirn.6 
I^on  failure  of  a  guardian   appointed  by  the  court   to  act  within  three 
months  in  this  capacity,    the  court  commits   the  guardianship  of  the  r.inor 
to  the  public  guardian,'''     The  latter"  s  records  appear  with  those  of  other 
guardians. 

The  probate  justice  of  the  peace,    1839   to  1849,  performed  the  minister- 
ial function  of  the  probate  clerk, 8     From  the  establishment  of  the  coxinty 


1,  R.L,   1833,   p,    628;    R,S.    1845,   p,    548;    L.    1871-72,   p,   89. 

2,  R,S,   1845,    p.    549;    L,    1871-72,   p.   89,90, 

3,  L,    1831,    p,    100;    L,    1835,   p.    36;    H,S.    1845,    p,    265,265;    L.    1873-74, 
p,    107;    L,    1919,   p,    583;    L,   1931,   td,    518;    L,    1937,   p.    650, 

4,  L,    1871-72,   p,    469;    L,    1877,   p.    114, 

5,  L,    1919,    p,    582;    L,    1933,   p.   *o44. 

6,  L.   1871-72,   p,    471;    L.    1919,   p,    583;    L.    1929,    p.    506, 

7,  L,    1889,    p.    155. 

8,  L,    1837,    p.   177,178;    H,S.    1845,   p.    427,428.      The  early  probate  judge 
was  required  to   act  as  his  ov/n  clerk  (L,    1821,   p.   119,120), 
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court  in  I8U9,  until  the  presont,  the  county  clerk  has  served,  ex  officio, 
as  probate  clerk. 

The  clerk  is  required  to  attend  the  sessions  of  court,  issue  ell 
process,  preserve  all  files  and  papers,  make,  keep,  P-nd  prcccrvc  complete 
records  of  all  the  proceedings  and  determinations  of  the  court,  and  per- 
form all  other  duties  pertaining  to  his  office  as  required  by  law  or  tho 
rules  rxid  orders  of  his  court.  He  is  required  to  enter  of  record  all 
judgments,  decrees,  rjid  orders  of  the  court. ^ 

The  major  records  of  the  probate  court  kept  by  tho  clerk  are  tho 
following: 

1.  Journal  of  all  judici<?,l  proceedings  cJid  determinations 
of  the  judge. 

2.  A  judgmant  docket  with  a  direct  and  csi   indirect  index: 
former,  by  name  of  clr.imant  r'-ss.ii^st  estate;  latter,  by 
estate.   In  practice,  the  requirement  of  t'-zo  indexes 
often  leads  to  two  dockets. 

3.  Books  for  recordation  of  bonds  and  letters  cf  adminis- 
strators,  oxecutoro,  guardians,  and  conservators;  appraise- 
ment cjid  sale  bills;  widows'  relinquishment  and  selection 
of  property;  '.vills  ojid  the  probate  thereof;  annual  ejid 
final  reports  of  administrators,  executors,  guardians,  and 
conservators.   GenersJly,  each  category  of  these  probate 
business  matters  is  recorded  separately,  but  the  segrega- 
tion is  not  always  caref\illy  maint5,ined. 

U.   Separate  dockets  of  vinsettled  estates  and  claims  against 
estates,  and  a  ledger  of  the  accounts  of  executors, 
administrators,  and  gurxdians.  Note  that  the  dockets  of 
probate  business  matters  are  separated  from  dockets  of 
court  proceedings  just  as  are  the  books  of  recordation  of 
the  two  categories;  the  intention  of  tho  law  to  make  this 
distinction  is  fvirthcr  shovm  in  its  granting  the  clerk, 
during  vacation  of  the  court,  power  to  receive  petitions, 
accept  bonds,  grant  letters  testamentary,  etc. 

5.  Files  of  original  documents  not  subject  to  recordation; 
indexes  to  such;  records  of  office  trejisactions  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  court's  orders  to  the  clerk,  necessary  in  the 
latter' s  settlement  with  that  body.^ 


1.  Const.  ISUS,  Art.  V,  sec.  l6,18;  L.  I8U9,  p.  63,65;  R.S.  I87U,  p.  333,3^. 

2.  L.  1877,  p.  82. 

3.  L.  1821.  p.  119.120:  R.L.  1829.  p.  215. 23I;  L-  1837.  P-  ^9;  H.S.  I8U5, 

p.  h21,U28',   L.  IS51,  p.  193;  I"  1859,  p.  92.9^;  ^•'5.  187^.  p.  260-65; 

L.  1877,  p.  83;  L.  1935.  P-  293- 
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Proceedings  of  Court 
General  Proceedings 

152,  GENEML  INDEX  PROBATE,  1839—,  1  v,  (l). 

County  clerk's  index  to  probate  and  miscellaneous  files  including,  conrion 
law,  insanity,  naturalization,  adoption,  certificates  of  good  moral  cliarac- 
ter,  dependent  and  delinquent,  feeble-minded,  mothers'  pension,  deaf,  dumb, 
epileptic,  estate  claims  and  inheritance  tax  cases,  showing  file  box  and 
case  numbers,  and  type  of  case,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  principal  party. 
Typed  under  pr,  hdgs.  450  p.  16  x  12  x  3.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Probate  P'iles 

153,  (PROBATE  FILES),  1839—.   In  (Common  Law  and  i'robate  Files), 
entry  119, 

Files  of  probate  case  papers  including: 

i.  Ad^Tiinistrators'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  letters,  inventories, 

accounts  current  and  final,  report  records,  and  proofs  of  will, 
1839—. 
ii.  Conservators'  papers  of  the  same  type  as  those  listed  above, 
1854—. 
iii.  Copartnership  inventory  and  appraisement  bills,  1874 — . 
iv.  Guardians'  papers  of  the  same  type  listed  for  administrators  and 

conservators,  1854--. 
V.  Executors'  papers  of  the  same  type  listed  for  administrators,  con- 
servators, and  guardians,  1859 — , 

154,  ESTATE  CLAIMS,  1031—.   2  f.b,  (A-K,  L-Z). 

County  clerk's  files  of  claims  pending  against  unsettled  estates,  showing 
names  of  estate  and  claimant,  date,  description  and  amount  of  claim,  affi- 
davit of  claimant,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  alph.  by  naine  of  estate.  For 
index,  see  entry  152,  Kdw,  on  pr,  fm.  11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st 

n. 

155,  APPROVED  FILES;  FILES  TO  3E  RECORDED;  UNAPPROVED  FILES  (Probate 
Files),  1933—.  4  f.b. 

Files  of  probate  pending  cases,  showing  names  of  estate,  heirs  and  adminis* 
trator,  executor,  guardian,  or  conservator,  and  dates.  No  obvious  arr, 
Ko  index,  Hdv;,  on  pr.  fm, ;  typed  on  pr,  fra.;  typed.   11  x  5  x  14,  Co, 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

Probate  Journal 

156,  PROBATE  JOURNAL,  1839—.   38  v,  (A,  B,  3-38).  Title  varies:  Pro- 
bate Docket,  V.  A,  B,  1839-54;  Probate  Record,  v,  3-7,  1855-74, 

Record  of  probated  estates,  showing  names  of  estate,  administrative  offi- 
cials, heirs,  and  sureties;  date,  amount  and  terms  of  bond;  court  proceed- 
ings and  orders.  This  record  includes  copies  of  bonds  of  county  officers, 
1874-1933;  bonds  of  city  officials,  Clinton,  1911-31;  election  records, 
1917-18;  tax  levies,  1897-1930;  drainage  district  proceedings  for  Wapolla, 
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Texas,  Nixon,  Harmony,  De  Witt,  Green  Valley,  Goose  Creek,  Friends'  Creek, 
and  Barnett  drainage  districts,  1904-21}  mothers*  pension  record,  1915—; 
inheritance  tax  rocord,  1906—;  adoption  record,  1888--;  and  naturali- 
zation record,  1891-1905.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  estate  or  subject.  1839-1905,  hdw. ;  1906—,  typed.  600  p.  18  x  13  x  S, 
Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

157,  AFFIDAVIT  OF  NOTICE  FOR  CREDITORS  TO  APPEAR,  1868—. 
3  V.  (1,  1868-1921;  2,  3,  1915—). 

Copies  of  administrators'  or  executors'  affidavits  of  publication  and 
posting  notice  for  creditors  to  appear,  shovang  names  of  estate,  admini- 
strator or  executor,  and  attorney,  name  of  paper  publishing  notice,  date 
of  adjustment,  amount  of  fees,  court  term,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr.  by 
dnto  of  filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate,   1868-1921,  hdv/,  on 
pr,  fm,;  1915—,  typod  on  pr,  fm,  500  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  clk,'B  vlt., 
1st  fl, 

158,  (PROBATE  CLAIM  RECORD),  1867-68.   1  v. 

Record  of  probate  claims,  showing  dates,  names  of  estate,  administrator, 
claimant,  judge,  county  clerk,  and  sheriff,  amounts  of  claim  and  judg- 
ment, and  court  term,  Arr,  by  dp.to  of  court  term.   Indexed  alph,  by 
name  of  estate,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  580  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Co,  clk,'s  strm,, 
attic. 

Wills,  Bonds,  Letters  (See  also 
cnTfy  1^31 

159,  RECORD  OF  V.'ILLS,  1862  —  ,  6  v,  (1-6),  1850-61  in  Record  of 
Letters  and  Wills  (Record  of  Letters),  entry  165, 

Probate  record  of  wills,  showing  date,  names  of  deceased,  heirs, 
executor,  and  witnesses,  description  and  valuation  of  estate,  proof  of 
death  and  will,  provisions  of  will,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of 
filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  neimo  of  deceased,  1862-1904,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm, ; 
1905—,  typed,  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  clk,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

160,  ADIJINISTRATORS  •  RECORD,  1866—,   11  v,  (A-K), 

Copies  of  adrcinistraters'  petitions,  bonds,  oaths,  and  letters,  show- 
ing date,  names  of  estate,  petitioner,  sureties^  and  administrator, 
amount  and  obligations  of  bond,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm»  300  p, 
18  X  13  X  3.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

161,  GUARDIANS'  RECORD,  1866—,   7  v,  (1-7), 

Copies  of  guardians'  petitions^  bonds,  letters,  and  oaths,  showing 
names  of  estate,  guardians,  wards,  and  sureties,  date,  amount, and  obli- 
gations of  bond,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  ward.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  clk,'s 
vlt,,  Ist  fl. 
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162,  EiJiECUTORS'  RECORD,  1367—,   7  v.  (1,  3-8), 

Copies  of  executors'  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters,  shov/ing  dates, 
names  of  estate,  executor,  and  sureties,  date,  amount  and  terms  of  bond, 
date  of  letters  testamentary,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fn,  300  p.  18  x  13  x  3:.. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

163,  CONSERVATORS'  liECORDS,  1871—.  4  v.  (A-D), 

Copies  of  conservators'  petitions,  bonds,  oaths,  and  letters,  showing 
naries  of  estate,  conservator,  and  insane  or  incompetent  person,  amount 
and  obligations  of  bond,  names  of  sureties,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by 
date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  ward,  Kdw.  on  pr,  fm, 
200  p.  18  X  15  X  2,  Co.  elk, 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

164,  ADMINISTRATORS'  RECORD  DE  BONIS  NON,  1876-94,  1D05— . 

2  V,  (A,  1876-94;  1,  1905—).  Title  varies:  Probate  Bonds  and 

Letters,  Miscellaneous,  v.  A,  1876-94, 
Record  of  petitions,  oaths,  bonds,  and  letters  of  administrator  de  bonis 
non,  1905 — ,  administrator  with  will  annexed,  1879--,  and  administrator  de 
bonis  non  with  will  annexed,  1908 — ,  showing  date,  names  of  estate,  peti- 
tioner, administrator,  and  sureties,  date,  amount,  and  conditions  of  bond, 
and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate.  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.  600  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Co,  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

165,  RECORD  OF  LETTERS  AND  WILLS  (Record  of  Letters),  1850-1901, 
2  T.  (1  not  labeled,  2), 

Record  of  letters  of  administrators  and  guardians j  also  administrators 
with  v;ill  annexed,  1850-79,  showing  date,  names  of  deceased,  estate, 
administrator  or  guardian,  date  and  provisions  of  will,  names  of  vritnesses, 
dates  of  letters  and  filing.  Also  contains  Record  of  V«'ills,  1850-61, 
entry  159,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing,   1850-65,  indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate,  1866-1901,  no  index.  Hdw,  450  -  600  p,  16  x  12  x  2-|-  - 
18  X  13  X  3,  Co,  clk,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Heirship 

166,  PROOF  OF  HEIRSHIP,  1917—.   2  v.  (1,  2), 

Record  of  proof  of  heirship,  showing  date,  names  of  estate  and  heirs, 
affidavits  of  proof  of  death  and  lieirship,  relationship,  court  decrees, 
and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by  date  of  affidavit.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
estate.  Typed  on  pr,  fm,  600  p,  18  x  13  x  2-J-.  Co,  clk,'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Inventories  and  Appraise- 
ments  (See  al's'o  entry  155) 

167,  INVENTORY  RECORD,  1881—.   12  v.  (P-Q),  1859-80  in  Appraisement 
and  Sale  Recordj^  entry  173, 

Record  of  inventorios  of  real  and  personal  property  of  estates,  showing 
date,  names  of  estate  and  administrator,  itemised  list  of  cliattels  and 
notes,  description  and  value  of  property,  accounts  receivable,  and  date  of 
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filing.  Also  contains  Guardians'  Inventory  Record,  1932 — .  entry  l68; 
Conservators'  Inventory  Record,  I88I-I903.  1931 — •  entry  I70.  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  1881-1932i  hdw.  on  pr. 
fm. ;  1933--,  typed.  210  -  500  p.  18  x  13  x  1^  -  IS  x  13  x  3.  Co.  elk. • s 
vlt..  Igt  fl. 

168.  GUARDIANS'  INVENTORY  RECORD,  I87U-I90U,  191I-3I.  2  v.  (l,  3). 
1859-73  i"  Appraisement  and  Sale  Record,  entry  173 t  1905-10  in 
Guardian  Inventory  and  Conservatorship,  entry  l69;  1932 —  in 
Inventory  Record,  entry  167. 

Record  of  inventories  of  real  and  personeJ.  property  of  estates,  showing 
date,  names  of  estate,  minors,  and  guardian,  legal  doscription  of  real 
GStatc,  itemized  list  and  value  of  chattels,  amoimts  of  cr.sh  on  hejid, 
annuities,  and  credits,  ajid  date  of  filing.  Also  contr.ins  Conservators' 
Inventory  Record,  190U,  ontry  I70.  Arr.  by  dr.to  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  minor.  Hdw.  on  pjr.  fm.  100  -  420  p.  18  x  13  x  li-  -  18  x  I3  x 
3.   Co.  elk. 's  strm. ,  attic. 

169.  GUARDIAl^  INVEIITORY  AND  CONSERVATORSHIP,  1905-I9.   1  v. 
Inventories  of  ostr.toB  of  minors  .'^.nd  wards,  showing  npjnos  of  docer.sod  minor 
or  ward,  guardian  or  conservator,  and  judge;  description  and  value  of  real 
and  personal  property,  amount  of  annuities  and  credits,  affidavit  of  guardi- 
an or  conservator,  court  term  and  dates  of  approval  and  filing.  Guardians' 
Inventory  Record,  entry  I68;  and  Conservators'  Inventory  Record,  entry  170, 
kept  separately  for  different  periods  of  time.   Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  minor  or  ward.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p. 

18  X  13  X  li.   Co.  elk. ' s  strm.,  attic. 

170.  CONSERVATORS'  INVENTORY  RECORD,  1920-30.   1  v.   1881-1903,  1931— 
in  Inventory  Record,  see  ontry  l67;  190U  in  Guardians'  Inventory 
Rocord,  entry  I68;  1905-I9  in  Guardian  Inventory  and  Conservator- 
ship, entry  169. 

Inventories  of  estates  of  wards,  showing  names  of  deceased,  ward,  con- 
servator and  judge,  description  and  value  of  real  and  personal  property, 
amounts  of  annuities  and  credits,  affidavit  of  conservator,  and  dates  of 
approval,  court  term  and  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph. 
by  name  of  ward.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   100  p.  18  x  I3  x  1-^.   Co.  elk,  '  s  strm,, 
attic. 

171.  CO-PARTJra-SHIP  APPRAI3S;£SNT  AND   INVENTORY  RECORD,    1875-1922.      1  v. 
Record  of  copartnership   inventory  and  appraisement  bills  of  estates,    show- 
ing ngjnes  of  estate,    surviving  partmer  and  appraisers,    warrant   to  appraisers, 
oath  and  bill  of  appraisers,    list  of  articles  and  value,    oath  of  surviving: 
partner,    signatures  of  appraisers  and  county  clerk,    and  date  of  filing.     Arr. 
by  date  of  filing.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  estate  or  partners.      Hdw.    on 
pr.    fm.      150  p.    18  X  13  X  2.      Co.    elk. ' s  vlt.,    Ist  fl. 
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172.  APPPvAISEl!ENT  RECORD,  1879—,   6  v,  (G-L).   1859-78  in  Appraisomcnt 
and  Sale  Record,  entry  173» 
Record  of  appraisements  of  estates,  shov/ing  nronos  of  estrte,  heirs,  and 
appraiser,  court  order  appointing  appraiser,  dates  of  oath  and  acknowl- 
edgment, itemized  statement  and  value  of  real  estate  and  personal  property, 
total  value,  appraisement  bill,  amount  of  allovrance  to  mdovfs  and  minor 
children,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  286  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

173,  APPRAISEIENT  AlH)  SiiE  RECORD,  1859-90.   5  v.  (a,  B,  D-F),   Title 
varies:  Inventory,  Appraisement,  and  Sale  Bill,  v.  A,  1859-65 j 
V.D,  1865-72. 

Record  of  appraisements  and  inventories  of  estates,  shov/ing  date,  names  of 
estate,  appraiser,  and  administrator,  itemized  list  of  chattels,  legal 
doscription  of  real  estate,  amounts  of  notes  and  accounts  receivable  and 
payable,  appraiser's  warrants  for  fees,  oaths,  sale  bills,  and  estimates, 
dato  and  amount  of  sale,  balance  in  estate,  and  date  of  filing.  Appraise- 
ment Record,  entry  172;  Personal  Property  Sale  Record  -  Private  Sale, 
ontry  178;  Personal  Property  Sale  Record  -  Public  Sale,  entrj/-  179;  Personal 
Property  Sale  Record,  entry  180,  subsequently  kept  separately.  Also 
contains  Inventory  Record,  1859-80,  entry  167;  Guardians'  Inventory  Record, 
1859-73,  entry  168,  '  ktf,   by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
estate.  1859-66,  1887,  hdw.|  1865-90,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  260  -  600  p. 
18  X  13  X  2  -  18  X  13  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

174,  INSOLVENT  RECORD,  1877-1901,   1  v. 

Record  of  insolvent  estates  cases,  shov/ing  names  of  estate  and  assignee, 
amount  of  bond  of  assignment,  names  of  sureties,  description  and  value  of 
real  and  personal  property,  certification  of  assignee,  dates  of  court  term 
and  certification,  Arr,  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate, 
Hdw,  588  p.  18  X  13  X  3^,  Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic, 

175,  INSOLVENCY  RECORD,  1876-94,   1  V, 

Record  of  insolvent  estates,  showing  date,  names  of  estate  and  widow, 
inventory  and  appraisement  of  estate,  administrator's  certification  that 
valuation  of  estate  does  not  exceed  v;idow's  allowance,  order  declaring 
estate  insolvent,  and  dates  of  filing,  Arr.  by  date  of  filin|.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  228  p.  18  x  13  x  Ig,  Co.  clk.'s 
strm,,  attic, 

Widows  *  Relinquishment 
and  Serpction 

176,  T/HDOWS'  P^LINQUISIEENT  Airo  SELECTION  (Record),  1871—.  4  v.  (A-D), 
Record  of  property  selected  or  relinquished  bj'  vddows,  showing  dato,  names 
of  estate  and  widow,  itoms  and  total  value  of  selected  or  relinquished 
property,  balance  duo  widow  on  award,  and  dato  of  filing,  Arr,  by  dato  of 
filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  1871-1917,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ; 
1918—,  typod  on  pr.  fm.  130  -  620  p,  18  x  13  x  2  -  18  x  13  x  3,  Co. 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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Petitions,  Decrees, 
Reports ~c"f  Sale  (Sec  also 
entry  15TJ" 

177.  PROCEEDINGS  OF  PETITION  TO  SELL  RE/iL  ESTATE,  1867—.   7  v,  (A-G). 
Copies  of  petitions  to  sell  real  estate,  showing  date,  naries  of  estate, 
claimants,  and  petitioner,  decrees  of  court,  notice  of  sale,  name  of 
purchaser,  date,  or.ount  and  report  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by 
date  of  sale.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1867-1906,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm.j 
1907--,  typed.  500  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

178.  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  SALE  RECORD  -  PRIVATE  S/iLE,  1897--.   2  v.  (l,  j). 
1859-78  in  Appraisoment  and  Sale  Record,  entry  173;  1879-96  in 
Personal  Property  Sale  Record,  entry  180. 

Record  of  personal  property  sold  at  private  sale,  showing  date,  names  of 
estate,  administrator,  and  purchaser,  petition  and  order  for  sale,  certifi- 
cate of  publication,  itemized  list  of  articles  sold,  date,  amount,  terns, 
and  place  of  sale,  cjid   date  of  filing.  Arr,  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   250  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

179.  PERSON/vL  PROPERTY  S/iLE  RECORD  -  PUBLIC  SALE,  1897—.   2  v.  (H,  I). 
1859-78  in  Appraisement  and  Sale  Record,  entry  173;  1879-96  in 
Personal  Property  Sale  Record,  entry  180. 

Record  of  personal  property  sold  at  public  sale,  shovang  date,  namos  of 
estate,  administrator,  and  purchaser,  petition  and  order  for  sale,  certifi- 
cate of  publication,  itemized  list  of  articles  sold,  date,  canount,  terms, 
and  place  of  sale,  and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  dato  of  sale.  Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  estate.   1897-1929,  hdw,  on  pr.  fm. ;  1930—,  typed, 
250  p.  18  X  13  x  3,  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

180.  PERSONj'i  PROPERTY  Sy\LE  RECORD,  1879-96.   1  v.   1859-78  in 
Appraisement  and  Sale  Record,  entry  173. 

Record  of  sales  of  personal  property  sold  at  public  or  private  sale,  show- 
ing date,  naj-.ies  of  estate,  administrator,  and  purchaser,  itemized  list  of 
articles  sold,  amounts,  terms,  date,  and  place  of  sale,  amount  of  allowance 
to  vddow,  and  date  of  filing.  Subsequently  kept  as  Personal  Property  Sale 
Record  -  Private  Sale,  ontry  178,  and  Personal  Property  Sale  Record  -  Public 
Sale,  entry  179.  Arr.  by  date  of  sale.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  250  p.  18  x  13  x  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Reports,  Current  and 
Fin:%l  Acccur.ts 

161.  CURRENT  REPORT  RECORD,  1871—.   10  v,  (A-G,  I-K). 
Record  of  reports  submitted  by  administrator,  executor,  guardian,  or 
conservator,  showing  date,  names  of  estate  and  administrative  officer, 
rc.iounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  due  estate,  recapitulation, 
and  date  of  filing.  Also  contains  Final  Report  Record,  1871-85,  entry  182. 
/*rr,  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate.  Hdv;.  on  pr.  fm. 
300  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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132.   FIML  REPORT  RECORD.  1886—.   10  v.   (C,  H,  J-Q).   1871-85  in 
Current  Report  Record,  entry  181. 
Record  of  final  reports  by  adninistrator,  executor,  guardian,  or 
conservator,  showing  names  of  estate,  and  administrative  officer,  amount 
of  receipts  and  disbursements,  recapitulation,  balance  due  estate, 
petition  for  and  order  of  discharge  by  court,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr,  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate,  Kdv/,  on  pr,  fm, 
300  p.  18  X  13  X  3,  Co,  clk.»s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

183,   PROBATE  LEDGER,  1843--,   3  v.   (i  not  labeled,  1843-72; 
B,  1872-96;  C,  1894—). 
Ledger  of  estate  accounts,  showing  names  of  estate  and  administrator, 
amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  balance  on  hand,  and  dates. 
1843-96,  arr,  by  date  of  receipt  or  disbursement;  1894 — ,  no  obvious  arr. 
1843-96,  no  index;  1894 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate,  Edv/,  under 
pr,  hdgs.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   1  v.  not  labeled,  v,  B,  1843-96,  co, 
clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v,  C,  1894--,  co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Dockets 

184.  TRANSFER  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  PROBATE,  1926—.   2  v,  (l  not  labeled, 
1926-36;  A,  1931—). 

Probate  judge's  transfer  docket  showing  names  of  estate,  executor, 
adniinistrator,  administrator  de  bonis  non,  administrator  with  will 
annexed,  or  administrator  de  bonis  non  v;-ith  will  annexed,  attorneys, 
and  bondsmen,  date  of  death,  date  of  letters,  amount  of  bond,  type  and 
d3.te  of  instrument,  and  court  ordsrs.  Also  contains  Inheritance  Tax 
Docket,  1932 — ,  entry  136,  Arr.  alph,  by  name  of  estate.  No  index, 
H*,7,  under  pr.  hdgs.,  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  400  p.  14  x  12  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

185.  JUDGE'S  DOCKET  PROBATE  I.IISCELLANEOUS,  1927—.   2  v.  (1  v., 
1927-35,  1  v.,  1931—). 

Probate  judge's  miscellaneous  docket  including  guardianship,  conservator- 
ship, adoption,  mothers'  pension,  dependency,  delinquency,  tax  objections 
and  judgment  by  confession,  shov/ing  names  of  principal  party,  attorneys, 
kind  of  instrument,  dates  and  orders  of  court,   1927-35,  arr,  by  subject; 
1931--,   arr.  alph,  by  name  of  principal  party,  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs, 
400  p.  14  X  12  X  3.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

186.  TRANSFER  DOCKET  UNSETTLED  ESTATE  (Pending  Cases),  1927—.   1  v. 
Docket  of  pending  probate  cases,  shov/ing  names  of  estate,  executor, 
adniinistrator,  administrator  de  bonis  non,  administrator  with  will 
annexed,  administrator  de  bonis  non  v;ith  will  annexed,  attorneys,  and 
bondsmen,  date  of  death,  date  of  letters,  amount  of  bond,  type  and  date 
of  instrument,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  No 
index.   Hdw,  and  typed  under  pr,  hdgs.   200  p.  14  x  12  x   2.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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187.  PROBATE  JUDGE'S  (Judgment)  DOCKET,  1859-1912.  9  v.  (A-l),  Title 
varies:  Probate  Judgment  Docket,  v.  A-D,  1859-80;  Judge's  Docket, 
V.   K,    1895-1902. 

Judge's  probate  docket   showing  case  number,    names  of  estate,   adninistrar- 
tive  officer,   and  claimant,    nature  of  case,   dates  and  amounts  of  claims 
and  Judgment,    court  orders,   and  date  of  filing.     Volvune  I,    1902-12, 
contains  claims  filed  against  estates  only  after  1904,     Also  contains 
Insanity  Docket,    1859-92,    entry  151;    Inheritance  ~ax  Docket,    1905-7, 
entry  135;   J'udge' s  Docket  Probate,    1859~1903,    entry  188-     Arr.   by  date  of 
court  proceedings.     No  index.     Hdw.   on  pr,    fm.     308  p.   18  x  13  x  3. 
V,  A-H,    1853-1902,    co.    clk.'s   strm.,   attic;   v.    I,   1903-12,    co,    clk.'s 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 

188.  JUDGE'S  DOCIKT  PROBATE,    1904-28.      6  v.    (l  not  labeled,  K-O). 
1859-1905  in  Probate  Judge's   (Judg:r.ent)   Docket,    entry  187. 

Probate  judge's  dockec   snorring  case  r'jmber,    name  of  estate,  kind  of  action, 
court  Orders,    and  date  of  filing-     Arr.    by  ta.ce  of  filing,.     No  index.     Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.      300  p.   13  ::  13  x  3.     1  v.   not  labeled,    1904-7,    co.    clk.'s 
strm.,    attic;    v*  R-N,   1908-25,    co.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl.;   v.   0,    1924-28,    co. 
clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

189.  GUARDIANS'   DOCKET,    186S-74,     1  v. 

Docket  of  guardip.naJiip  cases,    shf-rxnf;  names  of  estate,    guardian  and  heirs, 
ages  of  heirs,    date  of  lettor..    a^o-j.r.';  of  bond,    and  names  of  sureties,    amount 
current,    amounts  of  debits  and  cedits.    ant   book  and  page  of  entr^/-.     Only 
ei^teen  pages  in  vol'jme  used«     Arr.    by  date  of  filing.     No  index.     Hdw. 
on  pr.   fm.     215  p.   18  x  13  x  2^,     Binding  poor.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

190.  GUARDIANS'  DOCKET   (Bonds),    1866-84.     1  v. 

Docket  of  gUoirdians'    bonds  and   settlement  in  probate,    showing  names  of 
estate,   guardian,    sureties,    and  heirs,    ages  of  heirs,    amount  of  bond, 
date  of  appointment  of  guardian,   amount  of   settlement,    orders  of  court, 
and  remarks.     Arr.  alph.   by  name  of  estate.     No  index.     Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.      250  p.   17  X  15  X  2.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

191.  DOCKET  OF  UNSETTLED  ESTATES   (Clerk's),    1914-19.      1  v. 

Clerk's  estate  docket   showing  names  of  estate,    executor  or  administrator, 
widow  and  heirs,   date  of  letters,    amount  of  bond,   names  of   sureties,    dates 
of  inventory,   appraisal  and  filing  of  sale  bill,    amount  of   sale  bill,    widow's 
award  and  selection,    appraisement  bill,   and  court  remarks.     Arr.   by  date  of 
filing.     Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  estate.     Typed  on  pr.   fm.     290  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

192.  PROBATE  ESTATE  DOCKET,    1854-74.      1  v. 

Docket  of  court  proceedings  on  estates  in  probate,    showing  names  of  estate, 
Eidministrator,    executor,   widow,   heirs,    and   sureties,   dates  of  inventory, 
appraisement,    sale  and  approval.,   widow's  award  or  selection,   and  remarks. 
Arr.   by  date  of  proceedings.      Indexed  alph.   by  naiae  of  estate.     Hdw.   on  pr. 
fm.     239  p.   18  X  13  X  3.     Co.    clk.'s  strm.,    attic. 
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Fee  Books 

193.  PROBATE  FEE  BOOK,  1857—.   13  v.  (iUC,  E-I,  K-O) . 
Record  of  foes  received  in  probate  cases,  including  guardisins'  and 
conservators'  fees,  1857-1915,  and  insanity  fees,  1866-1915,  showing  date, 
case  number,  description  and  amount  of  fees,  date  of  payment  and  name  of 
payer.   Subsequent  to  1915,  guardians',  conservators',  and  insanity  fees  are 
kept  separately  in  Probate  Fee  Book  (Guardians,  Conservators,  and  Insanity), 
entry  194.  Also  contains  Claimants',  Fee  Book,  1857-67,  1884—,  entry  195. 
Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
420  p.  18  X  13  X  3.  V.  A,  1857-66,  co.  elk. » s  strm.,  attic;  v.  B-C,  E-I, 
K-O,  1867—,  CO.  elk. '3  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

194.  PROBATE  FEE  BOOK  (Guardians,  Conservators,  ans  Insanity),  1916 — . 
1  V.  (J).   1857-1915  in  Probate  Fee  Book,  entry  193. 

Record  of  fees  in  guardians',  conservators',  and  insanity  cases,  showing 
date,  case  number,  names  of  estate,  alleged  insane  person,  and  guardian  or 
conservator,  description  and  amount  of  fees,  and  date  and  by  whom  paid. 
Arr.  by  date  of  payment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  estate.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm, 
400  p.  18  X  13  x  3.  Co.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

195.  CLAIMAITOS'  FEE  BOOK,  1868-83.   1  v.   1857-57,  1884—  in  Probate 
Fee  Book,  entry  193. 

Record  of  fees  in  probate  cases,  showing  names  of  claimant  and  deceased, 
description  and  amount  of  fees,  and  court  term.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  claimant,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  420  p.  18  x  13  x  2|. 
Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  19b,  p.  210 ; 


VI.   CIRCUIT  COURT 

The  circuit  court  has  original  jurisdiction  of  all  causes  in  law 
and  equity  guid  acts  as  a  court  of  appeals  in  probate  matters  and  causes 
cognizable  by  the  county  court  sind  justices  of  the  peace.    In  addition, 
it  is  one  of  the  courts  capable  of  exercising  nat\iralization  juris- 
diction according  to  Federal  statutes. 2  This  court  has  the  power  to  make 
such  rules  as  it  may  deem  expedient  reg'jlating  dockets,  calendars,  and 
the  conduct  of  its  business,  subject,  however,  to  rules  promtilgatcd  by 
the  Supreme  Court  and  not  inconsistent  with  statutory  rcquiromonts.^ 

The  circuit  court  in  Do  Witt  County  was  hcldjDy  a  circuit  judge  ap- 
pointed by  the  Gonoral  Assembly  from  1339  to  18Ul.^  In  ISUl  additional 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  wore  appointed  by  joint  brJ.lot 
of  the  Goncral  Assembly,  which  justices,  together  with  the  other  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  held  the  circuit  courts.-^  Then  in  I8U9  another 
change  was  made  in  accordpjico  with  the  second  constitution  which  provided 
for  the  election  of  circuit  judges  by  the  judicial  district  electorate." 
The  Constitution  of  I87O  altered  the  circuit  districts  and  established 
population  requirements  for  counties  that  may  comprise  a  circuit. '  From 
I8U9  to  the  present  tho  circuit  judges  he.ve  been  elected  officers  of  the 
judicial  district  electorate.   The  sixth  circuit  is  made  up  of  six  coun- 
ties, one  of  which  is  De  Witt.° 

Three  circuit  judges  who  serve  for  six-year  terms  are  elected  for  the 
district.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  each  circuit  judge 
is  required  to  subscribe  to  an  oath  which  he  files  with  the  Secretary  of 
State. 9  In  1835  the  salary  of  the  circuit  judge  was  $750  per  annum. •^'-' 
The  Constitution  of  IS70  fixed  the  salary  at  $3,000  until  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  law.  11  The  compensation  of  the  judges  has  xindergone  many  modifi- 


1.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L.  1871-72,  p.  109;  R-S-  I87U,  p.  3!^; 
L.  1895.  P-  189:  L.  1933.  p.  688;  L.  1935.  p.  1- 

2.  2  U.S.  Stat.  155:  U.S.R.S.  1789-I87U,  p.  378-80;  3U  U.S.  Stat.  596; 
37  U.S.  Stat.  737;  ^  U.S.  Stat.  709.   Circuit  courts  still  retain 
no,turalization  jixrisdiction,  but  do  not  exorcise  it  where  U.S.  District 
Courts  are  convenient. 

3.  L.  1933.  p.  786. 

U.  L.  1835,  p.  150.151. 

5.  L.  1841,  p.  173;  R.S.  lgl;5,  p.  1U3. 

6.  Const.  18*48,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,  I5. 

7.  Art.  VI,  sec.  I3. 

8.  L.  1933.  P-  '+35. 

9.  Const.  1870,  Art.  VI,  sec.  12;  L.  1933,  p.  U36. 

10.  L.  1835,  p.  167. 

11.  Art.  VI,  soc.  16. 
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cations  over  a  period  of  time,  the  tendency  being  toward  increases 
rather  than  decreases.   Some  of  the  recent  changes  have  beonj  for 
judges  elected  from  1919  to  1925,  $6,500jl  for  the  period  from  1925 
to  1933,  $8,000; 2  after  the  first  Monday  in  June  1933  it  v;as  $7,200,^ 
until  1939  when  it  was  again  increased  to  $8,000.*  The  salaries  arc 
paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  hearings  of  several  of  the  election  contests  are  held  before 
this  court.  Jurisdiction  is  grcjited  to  the  court  to  hoar  and  determine 
contests  of  the  election  of  judges  of  the  Supremo  Court,  judges  of  the 
circuit  court,  and  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Equalization}  but  no 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  is  allowed  to  sit  upon  the  hearing  of  any 
case  in  which  he  is  a  party. ^  The  circuit  court  also  hears  and  de- 
termines the  election  contests  of  some  of  the  local  and  county  officers. 
These  include  contests  of  judge  of  the  county  court,  mayors  of  cities, 
president  of  the  county  board,  presidents  of  villa;- es,  elections  in 
reference  to  removal  of  county  seats  and  in  reference  to  any  other 
subject  which  may  be  submitted  to  the  vote  of  the  people  of  the  county. 
The  circuit  court  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  county  court  in 
cases  of  contested  elections  under  the  latter' s  jurisdiction. 6 

Included  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  circuit  court  are  also 
appeals  from  the  Illinois  Commerce  Commission's  rules,  regulations, 
orders,  or  decisions.   Such  appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  circuit  court 
serving  Do  Witt  County  when  the  subject  matter  of  the  hearing  is 
situated  in  this  coimty.  The  appeal  may  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  reasonableness  or  lawfulness  of  the  rule,  regulation,  order, 
or  decision  inquired  into  and  determined. 

To  expedite  the  handling  of  litigation,  a  branch  circuit  court  may 
be  held  at  the  same  time  that  the  main  or  regular  circuit  court  for 
De  Witt  County  is  in  session.  A  branch  court  is  held  by  any  circuit 
judge  of  this  circuit  or  by  a  judge  of  any  other  circuit  called  in  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  motions  and  settling  the  issues  in 
any  or  all  causes  pending  in  the  circuit  court,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  chancery  causes  and  cases  at  law  which  are  pending  in  such 
court  for  that  term.  The  presiding  judge  of  the  main  circuit  court 
assigns  to  the  branch  court  as  many  of  the  law  and  chancery  cases  as  the 
presiding  judge  of  the  branch  court  will  possibly  have  time  to  hear." 


1.  L.  1919,  p.  553,554. 

2.  L.  1925,  p.  400;  L.  1931,  p.  148. 

3.  L.  1933,  p.  621. 

4.  L.  1937,  p.  169,606.  Effective  in  1939. 

5.  L.  1899,  p.  152. 

6.  L.  1871-72,  p.  396;  L.  1895,  p.  170. 

7.  L.  1921,  p.  742,743. 

8.  L.  1873-74,  p.  82,83;  L.  1905,  p.  146. 
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Also,  to  aid  in  the  speedy  administration  of  justice,  the  judges, 
or  the  majority  of  them,  may  by  an  order  entered  of  record  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  dispense  with  either  or  both  the  grand 
and  petit  juries  for  any  term  or  part  of  term  of  the  circuit  court,  axxi 
may  do  sibilate  what  term  or  portion  thereof  shall  be  devoted  to  criminal 
business,  ajid  what  term  or  portion  thereof  to  civil  business. 1 

Each  of  the  three  judges  of  the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  official  3horth.and  reporter.  This  appointee  is  required  to  bo 
skilled  in  verbatim  reporting  and  is  not  allowed  to  hold  more  than  one  such 
official  appointment.  The  appointment  is  in  writing  ajid  is  required  to  be 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  public  accounts.  The  reporter  holds 
office  until  his  appointment  is  revoked  by  the  appointing  judge  or  until 
the  termination  of  the  judge's  term.  l?hen  the  official  reporter  is  absent 
or  disabled,  the  presiding  judge  may  appoint  any  other  competent  reporter 
to  act  durin{5  such  absence  or  disability.  The  substitute  is  paid  for  his 
services  by  the  official  reporter.  The  reporter  causes  full  stenographic 
notes  of  the  evidence  in  all  trials  before  the  court  to  be  taken  down  and 
transcript  of  the  same  to  be  correctly  made  if  desired  by  either  -party   to 
the  suit,  their  attornoys,  or  the  judge  of  the  court.  Each  of  the  reporters 
receives  and  is  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury  an  annual  salary  of  $3,24D. 
The  salaries  are  paid  out  monthly  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts. 2 

The  probation  officer  for  adult  probationers  is  an  appointee  of  the 
circuit  court. 3  His  services  extend  throughout  the  county.  Courts  exe]>- 
cising  criminal  or  quasi-criminal  jurisdiction  are  given  power  to  release 
on  probation,  adult  or  juvenile  offenders  found  guilty  of  committing  certain 
specified  offenses. ^  In  the  performance  of  his  prescribed  duties,  the 
probation  officer  principally  serves  the  county  and  circuit  courts.  He  is 
required  to  give  bond  as  determined  by  the  circuit  court  in  a  sum  not  ex^ 
ceeding  $5,000  ajid  is  subject  to  the  rules  of  and  removal  by  the  appointing 
court, 5  De  Witt  County  has  one  probation  officer  under  the  law  of  1915, 
providing  for  one  such  officer  for  each  fifty  thousand,  or  fraction  thereof, 
of  population. 6 

The  probation  officer  is  compensated  at  a  rate  determined  by  the  county 
board.  In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  he  is  required  to  investigate  the 
cases  of  defendants  requesting  probation;  notify  the  court  of  previous  con- 


1.  L.  J.835,  p.  167,168;  L.  1933,  p.  441,442. 

2.  Ibjd. ,  p.  463,464. 

3.  L.  1911,  p.  280. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  277. 

5.  Ibid.,  p.  280,281;  L.  1915,  p.  380,381, 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  380.  School  census  to  be  basis  for  determining  pop\ilation. 
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viction  or  probation;  make  reports  to  the  respective  courts;  keep  a  set  of 
records  as  described  below;  take  charge  of,  and  watch  over,  all  persons 
placed  on  probation  in  his  county,  and  all  probationers  moving  from  another 
county  into  his  county.  He  is  also  required  to  notify  probation  officers 
in  other  counties  of  any  probationers  under  his  supervision  who  may  move 
into  those  counties. •*■ 

The  reports  made  by  the  probation  officer  to  the  courts  are  kept  by 
the  clerk  in  the  respective  cases.  The  courts'  probation  records  include 
orders  granting  or  refusing  release  on  probation,  probationers'  bonds,  the 
reports  of  probation  officers  noted  above,  and  discharge  of  probationers. 

The  probation  officer  is  required  to  keep  complete  accurate  records 
of  investigated  persons,  the  action  of  the  court,  and  the  subsequent 
history  of  probationers.  These  are  not  public  records  but  are  open  to  in- 
spection by  any  judge  or  any  probation  officer  pursuant  to  a  court  order. ^ 

Unlike  the  judges  of  the  circuit  court  who  are  elected  by  the  judicial 
district  electorate,  the  clerk  of  this  court  is  elected  by  the  county  elec- 
torate,'^ This  official  performs  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  circuit  court 
of  De  Witt  County  and  files  and  preserves  its  records  as  well  as  those  of 
the  branch  circuit  courts.^  He  is  commissioned  by  the  Governor  and  before 
entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  gives  bond  with  sureties  which  are 
approved  by  any  two  of  the  judges  of  the  court.  His  bond  is  given  in  the 
sum  of  not  less  than  $5,000  as  agreed  vjpon  by  the  judges.  The  flath  to 
which  he  subscribes  is  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  State. ^  The  compensation 
of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  is  fixed  by  the  county  board  within  the 
limits  set  by  the  constitution.   In  counties  the  size  of  De  Witt  with  a 
population  of  18,244,  the  compensation  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  o»urt  is 
not  to  exceed  $1,500  a  year.°  If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  this  office  and  the 
unexpired  term  does  not  exceed  one  year,  the  court  is  required  to  fill  such 
vacancy  by  appointment  of  a  clerk  pro  tempore.  The  appointee  is  then  re- 
quired to  qualify  for  office  in  the  same  manner  as  the  regularly  elected 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  l/Vhen  the  appointment  is  made,  the  court  noti- 
fies the  Governor  of  the  filled  vacancy.  The  Governor  in  turn,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  issues  a  writ  of  election  fcr  the  circuit  court  clerk.' 


1,  L.  1911,  p.  281,282;  L.  1915,  p.  381,382. 

2,  L.  1911,  p,  277-64;  L,  1915,  p.  378-84, 

3,  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  7,21,29;  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  set.  8. 

4,  L,  1905,  p.  147. 

5,  R,S,  1874,  p.  260, 

6,  Const,  1870,  Art,  X,  sec,  10, 

7,  L.  1873-74,  p.  95, 


-  208  - 

Circuit  Court 


The  clerk  of  the  circuit   court  was  first  appointed  by   the  circuit 
judge  in  De  Witt  County. ^     He  kept  a  record  of  all   the  oaths  that  he  ad- 
ministered and  certified  a  copy  annually  to   the  Secretary  of  State, 2     The 
clerk  preserved  a  complete  record  of  all  proceedings  and  determinations 
of   the  court  of  infcich  he  was  clerk. 3     At  each  term  of  the  circuit  court, 
the  clerk  inquired  into   the  condition  and   the   troatncnt  of  prisoners  and 
was  required  to   see   that  all  prisoners  were  humanely  treated, 4     This 
authority  vras  in  later  years,    and  is  at  present,    delegated  to   the  circuit 
court. 5     One  of   the  early  requisites  of  this  office  was  for  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  to   reside  near  the  county   seat  in  order  that  he   could 
attend  to  his  duties  daily.      In  the  event   that  it  were  not  possible  for 
him  to  be  in  dailjr  attendance,    the  presiding  judge  was  to  fill   such 
vacancy. 6     The  Constitution  of  1848  mad.e   the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court 
axL  elective  officer  of  the  covmty  for  a  four-year  term.     This  arrange- 
ment has  continued  until  the  present,''' 

The  clerk  is  able  to  perform  the  several  dutios  of  his  office  with 
the  aid  of  his  staff  which  consists  of  assistants  and  deputy  clerks  who 
are  appointed  by  him  in  a  number  determined  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court, ^ 
This  order  is  entered  as  of  record  and  the  corjpensation  of  such  assist- 
ants and  deputies  is  set  by  the  county  board. 9 

Among  the  records  kept  by  the  clerk  for  the  circuit  court  are  the 
followingt 

1,  Books  of  record  of  the  proceedings  and  judgments  of  the 
court  7/ith  alphabetical  indexes  by  parties.     Proceedings 
are  recorded  at  length  only  in  cases  designated  by  law, 
or  when  the  court  at  the  motion  and  assumption  of  expense 
by  one  of  the  parties,    so  orders.      In  practice,    from  an 
early  date  the  court  record  has  been  bn)ken  down  into 
segregated  types  of  proceedings  and  judgments. 

2,  "Plaintiff-Defendant  Index  to  Court  Records"  and   "Defend- 
ant-Plaintiff Index  to  Court  Records,"  intended  to  bo 
separate  records,   but  frequently  combined  in  a  single 
volume  with  the   two  indexes  segregated  in  each  volume. 


1,  Const,   1818,   Art.   IV,    sec.    6;  a.L.   1833,   p.   152;   R.S.    1845,   p.   146. 

2,  L.    1819,    p,   349, 

3,  R.L,  1829,  p,  44;  R.L.  1833,  p.  152;  R.S.  1845,  p,  147, 

4,  R.L.  1827,  p.  248, 

5,  R.S.  1874,  p,  616;  L,  1923,  p,  424. 

6,  R.L,  1829,  p,  35. 

7,  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  29;  Const,  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

8,  L,  1831,  p.  49;  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9. 

9,  Ibid, 
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3.  A  general  docket  in  which  all  suits  are  entered  in  the 
order  they  are  commenced. 

4,  A  judgment  and  execution  docket  containing  a  column  for  the 
entry  of  satisfaction  or  other  disposition.   In  practice,  an 
execution  docket  is  frequently  set  up  independently* 

5»  Additional  dockets,  dosignatod  as  tho  clerk's,  judge's,  and 

bar  docket.  In  practico,  the  bar  docket  has  tended  to  drop  out 
of  use, 

6,  A  fee  book  in  which  costs  and  foos  arc  to  be  ontorod  under  tho 
proper  title  of  tho  case.  In  practico,  separate  series  of 
volumes  are  naintcincd  under  such  titles  of  causes, 

7,  Transcripts  of  proceedings  in  appeals  from  justices',  city, 
and  foreign  courts,  dockets  thereof,  and  transcripts  of 
judgments  for  liens,  etc.,  from  the  former.  Separate  well- 
bound  books  are  required  to  bo  kept  for  each  city  court. 
These  books  arc  to  contain  an  alphabetical  docket  cf  all 
judgment  decrees  rcndorod  in  the  city  court,  Thoy  also 
provide  for  ontry  of  data  relating  to  tho  filing  cf  tho 
transcript  with  the  corresponding  n\imber  of  the  transcript, ^ 

8,  Naturalization  proceedings  from  petitions  to  final  certificates; 
Federal  statutes  allow  the  circuit  court  to  exercise 
jurisdiction,2 

9,  Reports  to  the  court  from  its  designated  masters  in  chancery, 
the  state's  attorney,  and  the  coroner's  inquest  juries, 

10,  Jury  venires,  summonses,  certificates,  etc, 

11,  Original  documents  used  in  court  hearings  and  determinations. 
These  documents  are  of  particular  importance  because  in  a 
large  number  of  cases  tho  complete  proceedings  are  not 
spread  on  court  record, 

12,  Lfonthly  reports  of  tho  warden  of  the  county  jail,  containing 
a  list  of  all  prisoners  in  has  custody,  shovd.ng  causes  of 
commitment  and  names  of  persons  by  whom  committed, 3 


1,  R.L,  1827,  p.  217;  L.  1865,  p,  79,80;  R.S,  1874,  p.  262-65;  L.  1895, 
p.  217;  L.  1901,  p,  139, 

2,  2  U.S.  Stat,  153-55;  U,S,R.S,  1789-1874,  p.  378-80;  34  U.S.  Stat,  596- 
607,709,710;  45  U.S.  Stat,  1514,1515, 

3,  R.S.  1845,  p.  323-26,414,418,419,518;  L.  1873,  p,  64,65;  R.S,  1874, 
p,  262,263,283,359,616,630;  L.  1933,  p.  678,707,708, 
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Proceedings  of  Court 

196.  INDEX  TO  COURT  RECORDS,    1858-88.     4  v.    (1,    2,   plaintiff;    1,    2, 
defendant).     Missing:   1873-79. 

Index  to   Chancery  Record,    1858-72,    1880-88,    entry  211,    and  Circuit  Court 
Record  Common  Law,    1860-88,    entry  203,    showing  case  numter,    names  of  plaintiff 
and  defendant,   kind  of  action,    record,    Jud^ent  and  fee  book  number,    and  page 
of  entry,     Arr,   alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff  or  defendant.     Hdw,  xmder  pr, 
hdgs,      300  p.   18  X  13  X  3.      V.   1,    defendant,    1858-72,    cir.   clk.'s   strm., 
attic;    V.    1,   plaintiff,    1858-72,    2  plaintiff,    2  defendant,    1880-88, 
cir,   clk.'s  off.,    Ist  fl. 

197.  (DUPLICATS  FILES),    1932—.      2  f.b. 

Di5)licate  copies  of  briefs  of  common  law,    criminal  and  chancery  cases, 
showing  case  number,    type  of  action,   names  of  plaintiff,   defendant,    and 
attorney,    and  date  of  filing.      Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff.      No   index. 
Typed.     12  x  15  x  28.     Cir.   clk.'s  off.,    Ist  fl. 

198,  (CURRENT  FILES),    1925~.      25  f.b.    (Ar-C,    C-P,    P,   R,    S,    S,    T,    U,    W,    Z). 
Original  papers  in  common  law  and  chancery  cases  pending  court  actions,    show- 
ing names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and  attorneys,   nature  of  case,    general 
number,    and  date  of  filing,      Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff.     No   index.      !^ec 
hdw.   and  typed  on  pr.   fm.     11  x  5  x  14,     Cir.    ct.   nn. ,    2nd  fl, 

199,  (COMMON  LAV  FILES),    1839—.      526  f.b.    (159-801  not  consecutive). 
Original  documents  in  common  law  cases,    including;   mechanics'    liens,   1857—; 
attachment  writs,    1880 — ;    summonses,    1373 — ;    subpoenas,    1881 — ;    transcripts 
of  judgment  from  justice  courts,    1875 — ;    execution  on  judgments,    1904 — ; 
execution  on  judgments  confessed,    1844 — ;    claims  for  witness   fees,    1907 — ; 
citations,    affidavits  of  witnesses,   petitions,    instructions    to   jury,    jiory 
verdicts,   praecipes  for  execution,    receipts  for  fees,    and  other  court 
documents,    and  showing  case  number,   names  of  pso'ties'    attorneys.    Jurors  and 
witnesses,   nature  of  case,    and  orders  of  the  court.     Arr.   alph.   by  name  of 
plaintiff.      For   sep.    index,    see  entry  201.     1839-1907,    hdw.    and  hdw.    on  pr. 
fm, ;    1908—,    hdw.    and  typed  on  pr.   fm.      5  x  4  x  8|  -  11  x  5  x  14.      478  f.b,, 
1839-1916,    cir.    clk.'s  strm.,    attic;    1917—,    cir.   clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

200.  (DOYLE  ESTATE  FILES- E3QIIBIT),    1923-31.      11   f.b. 

Answers  to  cross  bills   in  settlement  of  Doyle   estate,    showing  names   of 
parties  filing  bills,    and  date   of  filing.      No   obvious   arr.      For  index,    see 
entry  201,      Typei,    typed  and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm,     10  x  5  x  13.     10  f.b.,   1923-31, 
cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl.;    1   f.b.,    1923-31,    cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

201,  COMJ/iON  LAW  PLAINTIFF  I2IDEX:    COLS-iOlT  LAW  DEFENDAITT  INDEX,    1839—. 
2  V,    (1  plaintiff,    1  defendant), 

Ind«x  to   (Common  Law  Files),    entry  199,    and  (Doyle  Estate  Files-Exhibit), 
entry  200,    showing  name  of  plaintiff  or  defendant,    type  of  action,    file 
box  number,    and  date  of  filing,      Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff  or  defendant. 
Typed  under  pr.   hdgs.      352  p.   16  x  12  x  3.      Cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 
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202.  (BAl-JKS  IN  RECEIVSRSHIP) ,  1930—,   8  f.b. 

Original  papers  in  receivership  cases,  including  petitions  for  receiver- 
ship, orders  to  pay  dividends,  receipts  of  fees  of  receiver  and  attorney, 
petitions  to  allow  expense  bill,  receivers'  financial  reports  and  orders 
of  approval,  special  masters*  reports  and  conclusions,  and  petitions  to 
compromise  stockholders'  liabilities.   Arr.  by  general  no«   ITo  index. 
Typed.   10  x  5  x  13.   5  f.b.,  1930-36,  cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  f 1. ;  3  f.b., 
1937—,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

203.  CIRCUIT  COURT  HECORD  COLflvION  LaViT,  1839—.   15  v.  (1-6,  8-16), 
Record  of  common  law  cases,  including  liens,  1857-1921,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  case  number,  cause  of  action,  proceed- 
ings, term  date,  and  court  orders.  Also  contains  Confession  Record,  1S44- 
76,  entry  204;  Confession  Record  -  In  Vacation,  1867-76,  entry  205;  Index 
of  Liens  Upon  Chattels  (Record),  1857-1921,  entry  206;  Court  Record  Da- 
faults,  1840-95,  1916 — ,  entry  207;  Circuit  Court  Record  Decree  to  Fore- 
close, 1839-57,  entry  208;  Chancery  Record,  1839-55,  entry  211;  Court  Rec- 
ord Criminal,  1839-57,  entry  215;  Recognizance  Record,  1340-57,  entry  216; 
and  Indictment  Record,  1840-57,  entry  217.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term. 
1839-53,  1860 — ,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff;  1854-59,  no  index. 
1839-1904,  hdv^. ;  1905—,  typed.   540  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   V.  1,  1839-53,  cir. 
elk.  »s  off.,  1st  fl. ;  V.  2-6,  8-16,  1854—,  cir.   elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

204.  C01-:F£3SI0N  RrlCORD,  1877—.   1  v.  (7).   1844-76  in  Circuit  Court 
Record  Common  Law,  entry  205. 

Record  of  judgments  by  confession,  shovdng  date,  names  of  plaintiff,  defend- 
ant, and  attorneys,  case  number,  amount  of  debt,  date  of  judgment  entry, 
and  court  orders.  Also  contains  Confession  Record  -  In  Vacation,  1877-93, 
entry  205.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff. 
Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.   650  p.  18  x  12  x  3.   Cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

205.  COIIFESSION  RECORD  -  IN  VACATION,  1899—,   3  V.  (12-14).   1867-76 
in  Circuit  Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  203;  1877-98  in  Con- 
fession Record,  entry  204. 

Record  of  judgments  by  confession  in  vacation,  shovdng  date,  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  case  number,  amount  of  debt,  dateg 
of  judgment  entry,  and  court  'orders.  Arr.  by  date  of  judgment.   Indexed 
alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.   650  p.  18  x  12  x  3,   Cir. 
elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

206.  INDEX  OF  LIENS  UPON  CHATTEI5  (Record),  1922—.   1  v.   1857-1921 
in  Circuit  Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  203, 

Record  and  index  of  liens  upon  chattels,  showing  names  of  claimant  and 
defendant,  amount  and  nature  of  claim,  description  of  chattel,  acknowledg- 
ment of  satisfaction  and  date  of  filing;  also  contains  liens  on  gets, 
1925 — .   Arr,  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
Kdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50  p.  15  x  11  x  1/2.   Cir.  elk. 's  off.,  1st  fl. 
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207.  COURT  RECORD  DEFAULTS,    1896-1915.     1  v.      1840-95,    1916—   in  Circuit 
Court  Record  Common  Law,    entry  203. 

Record  of  judgment  by  default,    shov/ing  names  of  plaintiff,    defendant, 
attorneys,    sheriff,    and  judge,    date  set  for  appearance  in  court,    axaount 
avfr?j:ded  plaintiff,    court  orders,    and  court   term.     irr.   by  date  of  court 
tern.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff,     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      480  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.      Cir,    elk. • s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

208.  CIRCUIT  COURT  RECORD  DECREE  TO  FORECLOSE,  1876-1903.  1  v.  (5). 
1839-57  in  Circuit  Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  203;  1858-75, 
1904 —  in  Chancery  Record,    entry  211. 

Record  of  court  decree  on  bill    to   foreclose  mortgage,    showing  names  of 
plaintiff,    defendant  and  judge,    provisions  of  mortgage,    amount,    action 
taken  and  court  term.     Arr.   by  date  of  court   term.      Indexed  alph.   by 
naac;  of  plaintiff.      Hdw.    on  pr.    fm.      281  p.   18  x  13  x  3.      Cir.    clk.'s 
vlt.,    1st  fl. 

209.  (CHAJICERY  FILES),    1839—.      355  f.b.    (1-355). 

Original  documents  in  chancery   cases,    including:    sheriff's   and  master's 
certificates  of  levy,    sale,    pxirchase  and  redemption;    claims  for  witness 
fees;    certificates  of  publication;    masters'    reports  on  deeds  and  fore- 
cl(Jsures;    divorce  subpoenas  and  summonses,    showing  case  number,    names 
of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and  attorneys,    nature  of  case,    and  court  orders. 
Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff.      For  index,    see  entry  210.      1839-1907, 
hdv/. ,    and  hdw.    on  pr.   fm, ;    1908 — ,    hdv/. ,    and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm.,    typed  and  typed 
on  pr.   fm.      11  x  5  x  14.      F.b.   1-15,    1839-1905,    155-355,    1911—,    cir.    clk.'s 
off.,    1st  fl.;    f.b.   17-164,    1906-10,    cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

210.  COMPLAINANT   ITOEX:    DEFENDANT   INDEX  (Chancery),    1839—, 
2  V.    (1   complainant,    1  defendant). 

Index  to   (Chancery  Files),    entry  209,    showing  names  of  complainant  and  de- 
fendant,  kind  of  action,    general   case  number,    and  file  box  number.      Arr. 

adph.   by  name  of  complainant  or  defendant.      Typed  under  pr.    hdgs.  290  p^ 
16  X  12  X  2|.      Cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

211.  CHANCERY  RECORD,    1856—.      47  v.    (1-4,    6-48).      1839-55  in   Circuit 
Court  Record  Common  Law,    entry  203. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  chancery  cases     including: divorce  s;  notices  of 
sales   and  purchases?   foreclosures;  master's  reports  of  disbursements;    and 
appointment   of  deputy  clerks,    1899 — ,    showing  names  of  parties  and  at- 
torneys,   nature  of  case,    court   term  date,    and  final  coiirt  orders.      Also 
contains  Circuit  Court  Record  Decree   to  Foreclose,    1858-75,    1904 — ,    entry 
203.      Arr,   by  date  of  court   term.      Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff. 
1856-1905,    hdw.;    1906--,    t:,'pod.      640  p.   18   x  13  x  3,      Cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st 
fl. 

212.  (CRIMINAL  FILES,   PENDING),    1922—.      1   f.b. 

Original  papers  in  current  criminal   cases  and  cases  not  indexed,    showing 
narces  of  defendant,    attorneys,    and  witnesses,    nature  of  crime,    case  nunw 
ber,    and  date  of  filing.      Arr.   by  case  no.     No   index.      Hdw.    on  pr.    f m. ,    typed 
and  typed  on  pr.    fm.     11  x  5  x  14.      Cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 
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213.  (CRIMINAL  FILES),  1839—.   64  f.t.  (5  not  lateled,  754-788,  794- 
797,  799,  801,  802,  321-323,  326-339). 

Original  papers  in  criminal  cases,  including:  reports  of  state's  attorney 
to  circuit  court,  1929 — ;  indictment  claims  for  witness  fees,  summonses, 
sulDpoeiHs;  and  grand  jurors'  report  of  conditions  of  jail,  suid  showing  case 
number,  names  of  defendant,  attorneys,  jurors,  sind  witnesses,  nature  of 
case,  court  orders,  and  dates;  also  contains  jail  reports,  1929 — .  No 
otvious  arr.  ?or  index,  sea  entry  214.  1839-1905,  hdw. ,  hdw.  on  pr.  fm. ; 
1906 — ,  hdw.,  typed,  hdw.  and  typed  on  nr.  fm.   5  x  4  x  8-|  - 
11  X  5  X  14.   5  f.t.  not  lal)eled,  f.b.  754-788,  794-797,  799,  801,  802,  1839- 
1917,  cir.  clk.'s  stm.,  attic;  f."b.   321-323,  326-339,  1918--,  cir,  elk. '  s 
off.,  1st  fl. 

214.  DEFilTOANTS'  INDEX  (Criminal),  1839—.   1  v. 

Index  to  (Criminal  Files),  entry  2l3,  showing  names  of  defendants,  kind 
of  action,  and  file  box  number.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.   300  p.  16  x  12  x  2,  Cir  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

215.  COURT  RECORD  CRIMINAL,  1858—.  8  v.  (A-H).  1839-57  in  Circuit 
Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  203, 

Record  of  criminal  case  proceedings,  showing  term  date,  case  number,  names 
of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  attorneys,  type  of  action,  and  court  orders. 
Also  contains  Recognizance  Record,  1858-70,  entry  2l6;  Indictment  Record, 
1858-83,  1917 — ,  entry  217;  and  State's  Attorney's  Report  Record,  1907 — , 
entry  245_  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant. 
1858-1905,  hdw.;  1906—,  typed.   640  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

216.  RECOGI'IZAITCE  RECORD,  1871-1930.   2  v.  (A,  B).   1840-57  in  Circuit 
Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  203;  1858-70  in  Court  Record  Crimi- 
nal, entry  215. 

Record  of  recognizances,  showing  court  term  date,  names  of  defendant,  at- 
torneys, judge,  clerk,  sheriff,  and  sureties,  amount  of  bond,  and  date 
set  for  trial.  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   200  -  564  p.  18  x  13  x  1  -  18  x  13  x  2^. 
Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

217.  Ii^iDICTLCENT  RECORD,  1884-191^^,  1  v.  (A).  1840-57  in  Circuit 
Court  Record  Common  Law,  entry  2C3;  1858-83,  1917 —  in  Co^lrt 
Record  Criminal,    entry  215. 

Record  of  indictments  returned  by  grand  jury,  showing  names  of  defendant 
and  witnesses,  nature  and  description  of  charge,  recommendations  of  jury, 
signatures  of  foreman-and  state's  attorney,  and  date  of  filing,  Arr.  by 
date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  1884-1901,  hdw,  on 
pr.  fm.;  1902-16,  hdw.  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   576  p.  18  x  13  x  2-|:. 
Cir.  clk.'s  strm, ,  attic. 
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218.  JUDGi>iEHT  NOT   INDE-CED,    1928-36,     1    f.b. 

Papers  covering  confession  of  judgment,   showing  names  of  plaintiff,   de- 
fendant and  attorneys,   description  of  case,   amount  of  judgment,   court 
costs,    sheriff's  feesi   and  dates  of  confession  rmd  filing.     Arr.  by  date 
of  filing.     No   index.     Typed,   typed  and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      11  x  5  x  14. 
Cir.  clk.'s  off.,   Ist   f 1 , 

219.  CERTIFICATE  OF  PURCIIASE  (Files),   1840-86.     3   f.b. 
Sheriff's  and  master's  certificates  of  levy,    sale,   redemption,   and  pur- 
chase,   showing  names  of  plaintiff,   defendant,  mc^stor  'or   sheriff,  attorneys, 
and  purchaser,   legal  description  of  property,  amounts  of  sales,   levy,   re- 
demrtion  and  purchase,   court  orders,  bock  and  page  numbers,    signatures  of 
clerk,    sl^riff  or  master,   and  date  of  filing.     No  obvious  arr.     No  index. 
Kdw.,   hdw.  on  pr.  fm.     5x4x8  l/2.     Cir.  clk.'s   strm.,  attic. 

Miscellaneous  Files 

S20.      (CIRCUIT  CLERK'S  MISCELUNECuS  FILES),    1839-1908.      24   f.b. 
Miscellaneous  papers  filed  in  circuit  clerk's  office  including: 

i.     Affidavits  of  witness   fees  in  common  law,   chancery,  and  criminal 

cases,  1840-1906,    showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,   date 
of  court  term,   days  of  service,  mileage,,  names  and  residences 
of  7ri.tnesses,   and  date  of  affidavit, 
ii.     Appointments   of  deputy  circuit  clerks,   1860-S8,    showing  names  of 
circuit  clerk  and  deputy,   oath,    signature  of  deputy,  and  date 
of  oath, 
iii.     Attachments  for  contempt   of  court,   1885,   shov.-ing  case  number, 

names  of  defendant  and  witnesses,   amount   of  fee,    signature  of" 
clerk,  and  certification  of  sheriff, 
iv.     Bonds,  appeal,   1844-76,    sl.ov;ing  name  of  court  of  appeal,  tvpe  of 
case,  names  of  plaintiff,   defendant,  and  sureties,  amount,   date, 
name  of  person  approving  bond,   and  date  of  filing. 
V.     Certificates  of  good  moral  character,   1874,    showing  date,  name  of 
applicant,  affidavits  as  to  character,   and  court  order  granting 
certificate, 
vi .     Certificates  of  levy,    sale,   redemption,  and  purchase,    showing 
names  of  plaintiff,   defendant,  master  or  sheriff,   attorneys, 
and  purchaser,   legal  description  of  property,   amount   of  sale* 
levy,   redemption,  and  purchase,   court  orders,  bock  and  page  of 
entry,   signatures  of  clerk  and  sheriff  or  master,  and  date  of 
filing, 
vii.     Certificates  of  publication,  1852-99,    showing  nr.mes     of  paper  and 
publisher,   printer's  fees,   copy  of  advertisement  or  notice,  and 
dat  e  s  • 
viii.     Executions  of  judgments,   1839-1903,    showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant,   execution  number,  r.mounts  of  damages,   costs,   and  fees, 
book  number,    page  of  entry,  and  date  of  execution. 
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ix.  Mechanics'  liens,  1870,  1888-92,  showing  description  of  property, 
itemized  list  of  material  and  labor  furnished,  date  of 
completion,  total  amount  of  bill,  and  date  of  filing, 
X,  Naturalization  papers,  1856-94,  including  declaration  of  in- 
tention, oath  and  final  certificate,  and  showing  name,  address, 
marital  status,  occupation,  age  and  nativity  of  alien,  namos 
of  jvdge,  witnesses,  and  children,  dates  of  petition,  oath  and 
filing,  and  name  and  affidavit  of  circuit  clerk, 
xi.  Railroad  right-of-way  leases,  1852,  showing  name  of  landlord, 
legal  description  of  property,  date,  signature  of  railrgad 
agont,  affidavit  of  clerk,  and  dates  of  affidavit  and  filing, 
xii.  Register  of  voters,  1869,  township  of  Waynesville,  showing  names 
of  voters  and  date, 
xiii.  Reports  of  circuit  clerk  to  county  board,  1883-84,  showing 

description  and  amount  of  receipt  or  disbursement,  certification 
of  circuit  clerk,  and  date, 
xiv.  Reports  of  issuing  of  deeds,  master's,  1841-75,  showing  names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,  and  judge,  legal  description  of 
property,  dates  of  court  term,  approval,  and  filing,  and 
signature  of  master  in  chancery, 
XV,  Reports  of  deeds  on  foreclosures,  master's,  1870-88,  shov;-ing 
date  of  court  term,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  legal 
description  of  property,  date  of  mortgage  foreclosure, 
signature  of  master  in  chancery,  date  of  filing,  and  book 
number  and  page  of  entry, 
xvi.  Reports  of  prisoners  in  jail,  1871,  1874-76,  1880-1905,  showing 
name  of  prisoner,  date  and  cause  of  commitment,  date  of  court 
term,  names  of  court  and  judge,  date  of  report,  and  signature 
of  turnkey, 
xvii.  State's  attorney's  reports  to  circuit  court,  1873,  1878-79, 

1901-6,  showing  date,  case  number,  names  of  defendant,  judge, 
and  court,  title  of  case,  amounts  of  fees,  fines,  and 
forfeitures  collected,  affidavit  of  state's  attorney's 
verification  of  report,  treasurer's  receipt,  dates  of  oath 
and  filing,  and  signature  of  circuit  clerk, 
xviii.  Subpoenas,  1842-80,  shoving  names  of  witnesses,  plaintiff,  and 
defendant,  title  of  case,  dates,  and  signature  of  sheriff, 
xix.  Summonses,  1841-72,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  party 
to  be  served,  and  court,  date  of  appearance,  title  of  case, 
date  of  summons,  and  sheriff's  certificate  of  service, 
XX,.  Transcripts  of  judgments  from  justice  courts,  1841-75,  shoiving 
case  number,  date,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  cause  of 
action,  proceedings,  amounts  of  fees  and  costs,  and  date  of 
filing, 
xxi,  Vifrits  of  attachment,  1853-79,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and 

defendant,  description  of  property,  amount  of  damages,  date  of 
court  term,  signature  of  circuit  clerk,  and  date  of  filing. 
Also  contains  Jury  Time  Sheets,  1879-1905,  entry  247.  No  obvious  arr, 
I.'o  index.  Hdw.,  hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,,  and  hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  5  x  4  x  8^, 
Cir,  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 
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(See  also   entry  220Cxx]) 

221.  RECORD  0?  TRANSCRIPTS.    1853~.      4  v.    (A,    B,    1853-1912;    C,    D,    1879—) 
Transcripts  of  proceedings  from  justice  of  the  peace,   police  magistrate,    £ind 
foreign  courts,    showing  case  number,    date,    names  of  plaintiff,    defendant, 

pjid  witnesses,   nature  of  case,   description  and  amount  of  judgment  and  fees, 
date  of  certification  by  lower  court,    and  date  of  filing.     Arr.  by  date  of 
filing.      Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  plaintiff.      1853-79,    hdw, ;    1880 — ,   hdv. , 
typed,    and  hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      600  p.   18  x  13  x  3.      V.   A,    B,    1853-1912,    cir. 
clic.'s  strm. ,    attic;    v.    C,    D,    1879--,    cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl, 

222.  (TRANSCRIPTS  OF  CIRCUIT  COURT  HEARINGS),    1873-1935,      122  bdl. 
Missing:   1876-81,    1883,    1885-86,    1888-89,    1891,   1893-94,    1896, 
1899,    1925. 

Transcripts  of  evidence,    showing  names  of  parties,    attorneys,    and  witnesses, 
coui't  term  date,    testimony,    and  dispositions  of  court.     No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.      Tj-ped.      11  x  8  x  I5.      Cir.    elk. '  s  strm,,    attic. 

Dockets 

223.  CLERK'S  DOCKET,    1861—.      9  v.    (1,    2,    2,    4,    5,    1,    3-4).      Title 
Varies:    General   Docket,    v.    1,    1885-98, 

Clerk's  docket  of  proceedings   in  chancery,    common  law,    and  criminal  cases, 
showing  date   and  number  of  case,    names  of  plaintiff,    defendant  and  attorneys, 
kind  of  action,    court  term  and  court  orders.      Arr.   by  date  of  case. 
1861-67,    indexed  alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff;    1868—,    no  index.     Hdw.   under 
pr.   hdgs.      280  p.    IS  x  13  x  3.      7.   1,    2,    2,    4,    5,    1,    2,    1861-1912,    cir, 
clk.'s   strm.,    attic;    v.    3,    4,    1913—,    cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

224.  CLERK'S  DOCKET  (Duplicate),    1862-1909.      18  v.    (13  v.   not  labeled, 
1862-67,    1905-9;    5' v.   labeled  1,    1900-1904).     Missing:    1864-65, 
1858-99,    1901-2. 

Clerk's  duplicate  docket  of  proceedings  of  common  law,    criminail,    and  chancery 
cases,    showing  case  number,   names  of  plaintiff,    defendant,    and  attorneys, 
kind  of  action,    court  term,    and  court  orders.      Arr.   by  case  no.     No  index, 
Hdw,   under  pr.   hdgs.      40  -  74  p.    14  x  9  x  |  -  19  x  12  x  1.      Cir.    clk.'s 
strm,,    attic. 

225.  TRANSFER  DOCKET,    1898—.     12  v.    (1-5,    6  not  labeled). 

Docket  of  common  law,    criminal,    and  chancery  cases,    showing  case  number, 
names  of  plaintiff,   defendant,    and  attomoyst  kind  of  action,    court  term 
d?tc,    and  court  orders.      Also   contains  Judges'    Docket,    1910 — ,    entry  227, 
and  Trustees'    ?^jid  Receivers'    Docket,    1898-1910,    entry   229,      Arr.   by  date  of 
court  term.      Indexed  alph.   by  n=ne  of  plaintiff  or  defendant,     Hdw,   and 
tyi)cd  under  pr.   hdgs.     500  p.    15  x  12  x  5.      Cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 
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226.  JUDGES'  DOCKET  (Pending),  1909—,  1  v, 

Dockot  of  ponding  common  lew  cases,  1928--,  criminal  cacos,  1925—,  and  chan- 
cory  cases,  shoiving  case  number,  tomi  dato,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant, 
and  attomoys,  nature  of  case,  and  court  orders.  Arr.  by  dato  of  court  term. 
No  index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p,  15  x  12  x  3.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st 

227,  JUDGES'  DOCKET,  1856-1909.  40  v,  (F-I,  K-X,  1,  2,  5,  14-17,  15  not 
labeled),  1910—  in  Transfer  Docket,  entry  225, 

Dockot  of  common  law,  criminal,  and  chancery  cases,  showing  case  number, 
names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and  automoys,  kind  of  action,  order  of 
previous  court  term,  court  term  dato,  and  orders  of  court.  Also  contains 
Docket  of  Liens,  1857-87,  entiy  228,  Arr.  by  dato  of  court  term.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  75  -  250  p.  18  x  13  x  1  -  18  x  13  x  3,  V,  F-I,  K-X, 
1,  2,  14  not  labeled,    14-17,  5,  1856-1909,  cir.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic; 
1  V.  not  labeled,  1893,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

228.  DOCKET  OF  LIENS,  1888—.  2  v.  (1  not  labeled,  2).  Last  entry  1935, 
1857-87  in  Judges'  Docket,  entj-j-  227. 

Docket  of  mechanics'  liens,  shovri.ng  date,  number,  nature  and  cjncunt  of 
liin,  names  of  licnee  and  claimant,  legal  description  cf  property,  ac- 
knowledgment of  satisfaction,  and  date  cf  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  lienee,  Hdv;-.  under  pr.  hdgs.  450  p. 
16  X  11  X  1.   1  V,  not  labeled,  1888-1924,  cir.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.; 
V.  2,  1925—,  cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

229.  TRUSTEES'  AND  RECEIVERS'  DOCKET,  1911—,  ;;1  v.  1898-1910  in 
Transfer  Docket,  entry  225, 

Docket  of  trustees'  cases,  1911—,  receivers'  cases  1914—,  showing  names 
of  cases,  parties  and  attorneys,  case  number,  court  term  date,  type  of 
action,  dates  of  commencement,  sumuionses  issued  and  returned,  and  remarks. 
Arr,  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed  by  case  name  or  case  no,  Hdw,  under  pr, 
hdgs.  100  p.  14  X  12  X  2.  Cir.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

230,  JUDGLffiNT  Ai\'D  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1884—,   5  v.  (D-H) . 

Docket  of  judgments  and  executions,  showing  date,  case  number,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of  action,  amounts  of  debt,  damages  and 
costs,  acknowledgment  of  satisfaction,  fee  book  number  and  page  of  entry. 
Judgment  Docket,  entry  231  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  233  formerly  kept  sep- 
arately, Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.  Indexed  alph,  by  name  of 
plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  295  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  V,  D,  1884^-97, 
cir,  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v.  E-G,  1898-1930,  cir.  clk,»s  vlt,,  1st  fl,; 
V,  H,  1931—,  cir,  clk.'s  off,,  1st  fl. 

231,  JUDG15ENT  DOCKET,  1853-83,   3  v,  (l  v.  not  labeled,  B,  C),  1384— 
in  Judgment  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  230, 

Docket  of  judgments  entered,  showing  dato,  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  nature  of  action,  amounts  of  judgment,  damages 
and  costs,  fee  book  number,  page  of  entry,  and  remarks,  Arr,  alph,  by 
name  of  defendant.  1853-68,  no  index;  1869-83,  indexed  alph.  by  name  of 
plaintiff.  Mw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  300  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  Cir.  clk.'s  strm,, 
attic. 
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232.  COST  JUDGIGFT  DOCKET,  lg72-SS.   2  v.  (l,  2). 

Docket  of  judgments  ontorod,  showing  najncs  of  plaintiff,  dofcndpjit,  at- 
torneys, and  persons  a.^ciinst  whom  Judgment  nr.s  entered,  cc.se  number,  kind 
of  fiction,  date  ?jid  pjnount  of  debt,  damage,  pjid  cost,  fee  book  number  md 
pc^e  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  person  against  whom  judgment  is  en- 
tered. Indexed  alph.  by  nrjno  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hd^s.  3IS  p. 
18  X  13  X  2i-.   Cir.  elk. 's  ctrm. ,  attic. 

233.  EX2CUTI0N  D0CK3T,  1853-83.   3  v.  (l  not  labeled,  3,  C).  IggU— 
in  Judgment  and  Execution  Docket,  entry  230. 

Docket  of  executions,  showing  date,  execution  number,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  amo'onts  of  damages,  and  costs,  date  of  sheriff's 
return,  fee  book  number,  said  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  nejne  of  defend- 
ant.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   1853-79.  hdr. ;  1800-83,  hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  320  p.  18  x  13  x  3.   1  v.  not  labeled,  I853-69,  v.  C, 
IS8I-83,  cir.  elk. ' s  strm. ,  attic;  v.  3,  1870-80.  cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

23U.   MASTER  IN  CHANCEEY  DOCKET.  1882-1923.   2  v.  (A.  1  not  labeled). 
Missing:  I89I+-191U.  Title  varies:  Master's  Docket,  v.  A, 

1882-93- 
Docket  of  master  in  chancery,  showing  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant,  and 
payee,  description  of  property,  notices  of  sale  and  publication,  a'noiants 
of  debts,  credits  eJid  judgment  and  date  of  judgment.  Arr.  by  date  of 
judgment.   Indexed  alph.  by  nejne  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   225  p. 
IS  X  13  X  2.   V.  A,  1882-93,  cir.  elk. ' s  strm.,  attic;  1  v.  not  labeled, 
1915-23,  cir.  elk. 's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

235.  FSE  BILL  DOCKET.  1878-85-   1  v. 

Docket  of  fee  bills,  showing  date,  case  number,  title  of  case,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defondcant,  costs,  date  of  delivery,  and  remarks.  Arr.  by 
date  of  delivery.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr. 
hdgs.  216  p.  lU  X  12  X  1-^.  Cir.  elk.  '  s  strm.,  attic. 

236.  BAR  DOCKET,  1862-6U.   2  v.   Missing:  IS63. 

Docket  of  chancery,  common  law,  psid   criminal  cases,  shorfing  date  of  hear- 
ing, case  number,  names  of  plaintiff,  defendant  pjid  attorneys,  kind  of 
action,  rjid  court  term.  Arr.  by  date  of  herxing.   No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.   75  P-  iH  X  8^  X  •^.   Cir.  elk.  '  s  strm.,  attic. 


Fee  Books 

237.   FEE  BOOK  CO:.'i:ON  LAW,  19O8— .   U  v.  (19,  23,  26,  30).   I8UU-1907 
in  Fee  Book,  entry  2U0. 
Circuit  clerk's  register  of  common  la?/  fees,  including:  trrxscript -foes, 
I9OS-IO;  witness  fees,  191^ — .  c-nd  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendrjit, 
case  number,  nature  of  case,  doncription,  end   amotmt  of  fees,  to  whom 
charged  cJid  court  term  date.  Also  contains  Fee  Book  Confession,   19O8-IO, 
entry  2U2,  rjid  Fee  Book  (Judgment  rjid  Confession),  19O8-IO,  entry  2U3. 
Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  nrjne  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  on  pr. 
fm.   595  p.  18  X  13  x'3.   V.  19,  23,"  1903-20,  cir.  elk. 's  strm.,  attic; 
V.  25,30,  1921—.  cir.  clk.'svlt.,  1st  fl. 
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258.   CHANCERY  FEF,  BOOK,  1908—,   6  v,  (21,  24,  25,  29,  31,  32). 
1844-1907  in  Fee  Book,  entry  240, 
Circuit  clerk's  rej^ister  of  fees  in  chancery  cases,  including:  transcript 
fees,  1908-10;  -.-.'itness  fees,  1914 — ,  and  showing  case  n-jmber,  names  of 
plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of  case,  description  and  amount  of  fees, 
to  T/hon  charged,  and  court  term,  Arr,  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff,  Hdw,  on  pr,  fm.   595  p.  18  x  13  x  3,  V,  21, 
1908-13,  cir,  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v,  24,  25,  29,  31,  32,  1914—,   cir,; 
clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

239.  FEE  BOOK  CRUnKAL,  1908—,   2  v.  (20,  29).   1844-1907  in  Fee  Book, 
entry  240, 

Circuit  clerk's  record  of  court  fees,  including:  transcript  fees, 
1908-10;  -witness  fees  in  criminal  cases,  1914 — ,  and  showing  name  of 
defendant,  nature  of  crime,  amount  of  fees,  case  number,  and  court  term,. 
Arr,  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  defendant.   Hdw,  on 
pr,  fm.   595  p,  18  x  13  x  3,  V.  20,  1908-26,  cir.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic; 
V,  29,  1927—,  cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

240.  FEE  BOCK,  1844-1907,   15  v.  (2  not  labeled,  1844-62;  4-7,  9,  10, 
1863-88;  1  not  labeled,  1886-99;  11-13,  15-18,  1678-1907). 

Circuit  clerk's  register  of  fees  in  common  law,  chancery,  and  criminal 
cases,  showing  case  number,  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  nature  of 
case,  description,  amount  of  fees,  and  dates.   Fee  Book  Common  Law, 
entry  257,  Chancery  Fee  Book,  entry  238,  Fee  Book  Criminal,  entry  239, 
and  Fee  Book  Confession,  entry  242,  subsequently  kept  separately.  Also 
contains  Confession  and  Transcript  Fee  Book,  1844-1907,  entry  241;  Fee 
Book  Confession,  1844-1907,  entry  242;  Fee  Book  (Judgment  and  Confession), 
1644-57,  1864-1907,  entry  243;  and  ' 'itness  Fees,  1844-1903,  entry  244. 
Arr,  by  date  of  receipt.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   1844-65, 
hdw.;  1866-72,  h&fr,   and  hdw.  on  pr.  fm, ;  1673-99,  hdw.;  1900-1907,  hdw. 
on  pr,  fm.  330  -  590  p.  12  x  XO  ::  2  -  18  x  13  x  3.  Cir.  clk,'s  strm., 
attic, 

241.  COITFESSION  AND  TIL\lISC?.IPr  FES  BOOK,  1911—,   1  v,  (22), 
1844-1907  in  Fee  Book,  entry  240, 

Register  of  transcript  fees,  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
amounts,  dates  of  judgment,  and  costs,  court  term,  volume  and  page 
numbers.  Also  contains  Fee  Book  Confession,  1911-26,  entry  242,  and  Fee 
Book  (Judgment  and  Confession),  1911-27,  entry  243.  Arr.  by  date  of 
receipt.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  plaintiff,  Ildw.  on  pr,  fm,  480  p. 
18  X  13  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

242.  FEE  BOOK  COI.TESSION,  1927—.   1  v.  "1911-26  in  Confession  and 
Transcript  Fee  Book,  entry  241;  1908-10  in  Fee  Book  Conri.on  Law, 
entry  237;  1844-1907  in  Fee  Book,  entry  240. 

Record  of  fees  in  confession  of  judgment,  including  confession  and 
judgment  dockets,  and  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  amount 
and  date  of  judgment  and  costs,  page  number  and  court  term.  Arr.  by  date 
of  receipt,  "Indexed  alph.  by  nam©  of  plaintiff.   Kd;v.  on  pr.  fm.  4SQ  p. 
IC  ::  13  X  3.   Cir.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 
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2U3.      FEZ  BOOK   (Judgment  and  Confession),    1858-63.      1  v,    (B).      I8UU-57, 
I86I4-1907,    in  Fee  Book,    entry  2U0;    I9O8-IO  in  Fee  Book  Common 
Law,    entry  237;    1911-26  in  Confession  and  Transcript  Fee  Book, 
entry  2Ul;    1927 —  in  Fee  Book  Confession,    entry  2U2, 
Record  of  fees  in  judgment  and  confession  cases,    showing  case  nunlDer, 
names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,    type  of  case,    description,    amount  of 
fees,    and  court  term,      Arr,   by  date  of  receipt.      Indexed  alph,   by  name 
of  plaintiff,      Hdw,   on  pr,    fm.      595  p,    18  x  13  x  3.      Cir.    elk. ' s   strm. , 
attic. 

2UU,      WITNESS  FEES,    I90U-I3.     1  v.      I8UU-I903  in  Fee  Book,    entry  2Uo. 
Register  of  witness  fees  in  circuit  court   cases,    showing  names  of  plain- 
tiff,   defendant,    and  witnesses,    amount  of  fees,    and  date  of  court  term, 
Arr,   by  date  of  receipt.      Indexed  alph,   by  name  of  plaintiff,      Hd'^,   on  pr, 
fm.     U80  p.    15  X  10  X  2,      Cir.    elk. ' s   strm,,    attic. 


Reports   to   the  Court 
(See  also  entry  220[xiv-xvii]) 

2U5.      STATE'S  ATTORNEY'S  REPORT  RSCOPJD,   I877-I906.      1  v.      I907—  in 
Court  Record  Criminal,    entry  215, 
Annual  report  record  of  state's  attorney,    showing  case  number,    names  of 
plaintiff,  defendant,    and  state's  attorney,    court  of  conviction,    amounts 
of  fees,    fines,    and  forefeitures  collected,    affidavit   showing  omoTint 
paid  to   treasurer,    treasurer's  receipt  and  date  of  report,      Arr.   by  date 
of  report.      No   index,      Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs,      UlO  p.    18  x  I3  x  2,      Cir. 
elk. 's  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

2U6.      (REPORT  OF  CIRCUIT  CLERK),    1912—.      1  bdl.,    2  f.b. 
Kissing:   I885-I9II, 
Circuit  clerk's  semiannusuL   reports  to   county  board,    showing  description 
and  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,    certification  of  circuit  clerk, 
and  date.      1912-20,   no  obvious  arr.;    I92I — ,    arr.   by  date  of  report.      No 
index.      Typed.     Bdl.      I6  x  10  x  2;    f.b.      6  x  12  x  16.     1  bdl.,    1912-20, 
cir.    elk. 's   strm.,    attic;    2  f.b.,    1921—,    cir.    elk.  '  s  off.,   1st  fl. 


Jury  Records 

2U7.      JURY  Tllffi  SHEETS,    I906— .      2  f.b.      !5issing:    I916-3I.      Title 
varies:   Jury  Venire,    Time   Sheets  and  Jail  Reports,    1  f.b., 
1906-15.      I86I-7U  in  Oath  of  Officers,    entry  25O;    1879-1905  in 
(Circuit  Clerk's  Miscellaneous  Files),   entry  220, 
Grand  and  petit  jury  veniers  and  time   sheets,    including  grand  jurors'    re- 
port of  conditions  of  jail   and  list  of  persons   selected  for  jury  duty,    and 
showing  dates,   name  and  residence  of  juror,   mileage,    term  of  service,    and 
date  of  filing.      I906-I5,   no  obvious  arr.;    1932 — ,    arr.   by  date  of  filing. 
No   index,      I9O&-I5,   hdw.,    hdw.    on  pr.    fm. ,    and  typed  on  pr.    fm. ;    1932 — , 
typed  under  pr.    hdgs.      5x8x85-11x5x11^.      1  f.b.,    I9O&-I5,    cir.    elk. 
strm.,    attic;    1   f.b.,    1932—,    cir,    elk.  '  s  off.,   1st  fl. 


-  221  - 
Circuit  Court  -  Bonds  and  (248-252) 

Oaths;  Parole;  Naturalization 


248,  REGISTER  OF  JURORS,  1873,   1  v. 
Register  of  petit  and  grand  jurors,  showing  names  of  jurors,  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  date  of  court  term,  Arr.  by  date  of  court  term.  No  index, 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  400  p,  16  x  15  x  2,  Cir.  clk.'s  strm,,  attic. 


Bonds  and  Oaths 
(See  also  entry  220 [iv]) 

249.  RECEIVER  AND  TRUSTEE,  ETC.,  BONDS,  1925—,  2  f,b. 
Miscellaneous  court  and  official  bonds,  including:  appeal  bonds,  1928-33; 
attachment  bonds,  1933;  injunction  bonds,  1925-33;  bonds  and  orders  in 
probation,  1924-29;  special  master's  oaths  and  bonds,  1927-34;  masters' 
bonds  and  oaths,  1929-33;  bonds  of  probation  officers,  1935—;  trustees' 
bonds,  1925-31;  and  receivers'  bonds,  1925—,  and  shov/ing  names  of  principal 
and  sureties,  date  and  amount  of  bond,  place  of  recording  and  date  of 
filing.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdv;,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm,  11  x  5  x  14, 
Cir,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

250.  OATH  OF  OFFICERS,  1839-75.  1  f.b.  Missing:  1842-43,  1845, 
1847,  1851,  1854-57. 

Originpl  oaths  of  county  officers,  including:  coroner's  bonds,  1840-48, 
1860-72;  sheriff's  bonds,  1839-50,  1858-64,  1857-72;  deputy  sheriff's  bonds, 
1846,  1859;  appointments  of  deputy  sheriffs,  1839-75;  end  list  of  persons 
selected  for  jury  duty,  1861-74,  and  showing  names  of  officer,  office,  and 
jurors,  signat\ire  of  officer,  clerk's  affidavit,  and  dates.  Also  contains 
Jury  Time  Sheets,  1861-74,  entry  247.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   Hdw.  and 
hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   5  x  4  x  Sj.   Cir.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 

Parole 

251.  PAROLE  RECORD,  1898,   1  v,  (l). 

Record  of  certificates  of  discharge  under  parole  law,  showing  name  of 
prisoner,  nature  of  crime,  dates  of  conviction,  confinement,  parole  and  court 
term,  Arr,  by  date  of  court  term.   Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  prisoner,  'Hdw, 
on  pr,  fm,  317  p,  18  x  13  x  2,  Cir.  clk.'s  strm,,  attic. 

Naturalization 
(See  also  entries  119,  148,  149,  156,  220  [x]) 

252.  (NATURALIZATION),  1851-79,   1  f.b.  Missing:  1870, 
Naturalization  papers  including  declaration  of  intention,  oath  and  final 
certificate,  and  showing  name,  address,  marital  status,  occupation,  age,  and 
nativity  of  alien,  dates  of  oath,  petition,  and  filing,  and  name  and  affi- 
davit of  circuit  clerk.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   Kdw. ;  hdw,  on  pr.  fm, 

5  X  4  X  8g.  Cir,  clk.'s  strm,,  attic. 
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(:,.  3-:3a)  CircMit  Court  -  Office 

Transactions 


253.  DZPARTlSilT  OF  COICSRCE  AIO  LABOR,   DIVISIOIT  OF  NATURALIZATION ,   PZTI- 
TIOK  Ai©  RECORD,    1907-30.      1  v. 

Naturalization  record  including  copies  of  intentions  and  petitions  for 
final  naturalization,    affidavit  of  witness,    oath  of  allegiance,    and  order  of 
court  admitting  petitioner,    and  showing  name  of  alien,    native  country,    name 
of  port,   date  of  arrival,   nrjae  of  wife,  place  of  residence,   number  of  chil- 
dren,   nemo,   date  and  place  of  birth,    residence  of  each,    .and  signatures  of 
petitioner  aiid  clerk.     Arr.   by  date  of  petition.  Indexed  alph.   by  name 

of  alieru     Hdw.   on  pr.   fra.      50  p.   18  x  13  x  1.     Cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

Office  Transactions 
Receipts  and  Sxpenditures 

254.  CASH  H2CIIPTS,    1913 — .      14  v.     Title  varies:   Cash  Book,    5  v., 
1913-19,    1924-30;   Journal,    1  v.,    1920-23. 

Circuit  clerk's  register  of  cash  receipts,    showing  date,    amount  ajid  purpose 

of  receipts,    and  nane  of  payer.  Arr.   by  date  of  receipt.     Ho  index.      191;^ 

30,   hdw.;    1931—,   hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.      225  p.f  13  x  9  x  1  -  14  x  15  x  1. 

8  v.  1913-32,    cir.   clk.'s   strm. ,  attic;    6  v.,    1933 — ,    cir.    clk.'s  off., 
1st  fl. 

255.  CASK  DISBoHSEMEFTS,    1931—.     1  v. 

Circuit  clerk's  register  of   cash  disbursements,    showing  purpose  of  expendi- 
ture,   name  of  payee,    amo-unts,    and  dates  of  payments.     Arr.   by  date  of  pay- 
ment.    No  index.     Hdw.  vmder  pr.   hdgs.      245  p.   20  x  14  x  2.     Cir.    clk.'s 
off.,    1st  fl. 

255.     R2CZIPTS  AND  ZXFEiroiTURSS,    1873-1932.     8  v.    (2  not  labeled,    B, 
E-I).     Missing:    1888-94. 
Circuit  clerk's  register  of  receipts  and  expenditures  and  register  of  fees 
for  recording  instruments,    showing  case  and  instrument  n\imbers,    name  of 
payer  or  paj'ee,   purpose  and  amoiint  of  paj'ment,    and  dates.     Arr.   by  date  oi 
receipt  or  payment.     No  index.     1873-1912,   hdw.  under  pr.   hdgs.;    1913-32, 
typed  under  pr  hdgs.     350  p.   15  x  11  x  2|.     2  v.   not  labeled,   v.   B,  3-H, 
1873-1924,    cir.    clk.'s  strm.,    attic;   v.   I,    1925-32,    cir.    clk.'s  vlt.,    1st 
fl. 

Court  Business 

257,  ATTORrSYS'    RZCIIPTS,    1911—.      2  v. 

Record  of  attorneys'    receipts  for  court  papers,    showing  number  and  title 
of  case,   name  of  attorney,    and  dates  of  delivery,    receipt  and  return. 
Arr.   by  date  of  return.     No  index.     Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.     320  p. 
16  X  12^  X  2.      1  v.,    1911-20,    cir.    clk.'s  strm.,   attic;    1  v.,    1921—, 
cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 

258.  ALIMOM  KECSIPTS,    1923—.      2  f.b.    (422,    1  not  labeled). 
Receipts  given  circuit  clerk  upon  payment  of  alimony  held  by  him,    sliow- 
ing  case  number,    date  and  amount  of  payment,    name  of  paj'^er,    and   signature 
of  payee.     No  obvious  arr.     No  index.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      10  x  5  x  13. 
Cir.    clk.'s  off.,    1st  fl. 


(next  entry  259,  p.  225) 


VII .  SIIERIFF 


The  sheriff,  by  constitutional  provision,  has  been  an  elec-ted 
officer  in  De  Witt  County  from  the  organization  of  the  county,  in  1839, 
to  the  present.   The  term  of  his  office,  originally  set  at  two  years, 2 
is  now  four  years. ^  In  1880  it  -vvas  provided,  by  constitutional  amend- 
ment, that  no  person  elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff  should  be  eligi- 
ble for  reelection  to  that  office  until  four  years  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office.   His  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in 
the  sum  of  $10,000  and  must  be  approved  by  the  county  judge. ^  Memo- 
randa of  this  bond  are  entered  at  large  upon  the  records  of  the  county 
court,  ajid  the  bond  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk. °  The 
compensation  of  the  sheriff  is  fixed  by  the  county  board  within  the 
limits  sot  by  the  constitution.  In  counties  the  size  of  Do  T/Vitt  with 
a  population  of  18,244,  the  compensation  of  the  sheriff  is  not  to  ex- 
ceed $1,500  a  year. '   One  or  moro  deputies  arc  appointed  by  the  sheriff 
in  accordance  with  the  number  allowed  by  rule  of  the  circuit  court. 
Compensation  of  the  deputies  is  determined  by  the  county  board. °  The 
sheriff  is  warden  of  the  county  jail  and  has  custody  and  regulation  of 
the  same  and  of  all  prisoners.   To  assist  him  in  this  administration, 
he  appoints  a  superintendent  of  the  county  jail  for  v;hose  conduct  ho  is 
responsible,  and  whom  ho  may  remove  at  pleasure. 


1.  Const,  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec,  11;  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  7j 
Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8j  second  amendment  November  22,  1880, 
to  the  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8;  also  L.  1819,  p.  109,110; 
R.S.  1874,  p.  989. 

2.  Const,  1818,  Art.  Ill,  sec.  11;  Const.  1848,  Art.  VII,  sec.  7. 

3.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  8. 

4.  Ibid.,  as  amended  November  1880. 

5.  R.S,  1874,  p.  -989.  Cf.  R.L.  1827,  p.  371.   Prior  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county  court,  the  sheriff's  bond  and  securities  were 
approved  by  the  circuit  court, 

6.  R.S.  1845,  p,  514;  R.S,  1874,  p.  989. 

7.  Const,  1870,  Art.  X,  sec,  10, 

8.  R.L.  1827,  p.  373;  R,S.  1845,  p,  515;  L.  1869,  p.  399;  Const,  1870, 
Art,  X,  sec,  9, 

9.  L,  1819,  p,  111,112;  R.L.  1827,  p,  247-50;  L.  ,1831,  p.  103,104,106; 
R.L.  1833,  p.  574,575;  L.  1845,  p,  8,10,19;  R.S,  1845,  p.  133,134, 
515-17;  R.S.  1874,  p.  616,989-,91{  L,  1901,  p.  137,138;  L.  1923, 

p.  423-26.   The  citations  also  include  references  to  duties  not  in- 
cluded in  the  general  outline  noted  above. 
10.   L.  1923,  p.  423. 
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Sheriff 


Essentially  without  change  for  over  one  hundred  years,  the  principal 
duties  of  the  sheriff  are  the  following: 

1.  To  act  as  conservator  of  the  peace,  with  power  to  arrest 
offenders  on  view.l 

2.  To  attend,  in  person  or  by  deputy,  all  courts  of  record 
(city,  county,  probate,  circuit,  and  appellate  courts) 
in  his  county,  and  to  obey  the  orders  and  directions  of 
the  courts. 2 

3.  To  serve,  execute,  and  return  all  writs,  warrants,  pro- 
cess, orders,  and  decrees  legally  directed  to  him.^i 

4.  To  sell  real  or  personal  property  by  virtue  of  execution 
or  other  process, 4 

5.  To  send  fingerprints  of  criminals  to  the  State  Bureau  of 
Criminal  Identification  and  Investigation, ^ 


In  the  course  of  the  sheriff's  many  detailed  duties  included  in 
these  broad  provisions,  the  following  records  may  be  kept  but  do  not  ap- 
pear in  De  Witt  County: 

1,  Receipts  of  deliveries  of  prisoners  in  changes  of  venue, ° 

2,  Copies  of  reports  to  the  county  court  and  circuit  court,''' 

3,  Reports  of  pawnbrokers  on  loans  and  articles  pawned, 8 

4,  Data  of  identification  of  criminals  and  stolen  property, ^ 

The  following  records  may  be  kept  and  do  appear: 

1,  Register  of  prisoners,^*^ 

2.  "Book  of  Accounts,"  including  records  of  foes 
and  disbursements, H 

3,  Docket  of  executions, 

4.  Process  docket. 


1.  R.L.  1827,  p,  372;  R.S,  1845,  p,  515;  R, S.  1874,  p,  990, 

2.  Ibid. 

3.  Ibid, 

4.  R.L,  1827,  p.  334;  L.  1839,  p.  14-18,30;  R.S.  1845,  p.  302,306, 
307;  L.  1871-72,  p.  505-7;  R.S.  1874,  v.    622,623,627-29. 

5.  L,  1931,  p,  465, 

6.  R,S,  1874,  p.  1096. 

7.  Ibid.,  p,  617;  L.  1923,  p.  424;  L.  1933,  p.  678. 

8.  L.  1909,  p.  301. 

9.  L.  1931,  p.  465. 

10.  R.S.  1874,  p.  617;  L.  1923,  p.  424. 

11.  L.  1871-72,  p.  450,451;  L.  1873-74,  p.  104,105. 
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Sheriff  -  Process;  (259-263) 

Jail  Records 


Process 

259.  SHERIFF'S  EXECUTION  DOCICET,  1858—.   9  v.  (A,  1  not  labeled,  B-H)  . 
Docket  of  executions,  showing  date  and  number  of  case,  names  of  plaintiff, 
defendant,  and  attorneys,  date  and  amount  of  judgment,  type  of  action, 
dates  of  execution  and  return,  amount  of  fee,  court  of  issue,  and  signature 
of  sheriff.   1858-69,  arr.  by  case  no.;  1870 — ,  arr.  by  date  of  judgment. 
Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.   1858-69,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1870 — , 
hdw.  on  pr\    fm.   278  p.  14  x  9  x  2  -  18  x  13  x  3.   V.  A,  1  not  labeled^ 
B-F,  1858-1924,  co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v.  G,  H,  1925--,  sh. 's  off.,  2nd 
fl. 

260.  SHERIFF'S  DOCKET,  1859--,   14  v.  (A,  A-G,  6  not  labeled).   Title 
varies:  Process  Docket,  v.  A,  A-G,  1859-1914;  Transfer  Docket, 

1  V.  not  labeled,  1934-38. 
Sheriff's  process  docket  shoiving  date  and  number  of  case,  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  type  of  action,  dates  of  service  and  return,  amount  of 
fees,  and  names  of  court  and  bailiff.   Arr.  by  date  of  service.   Indexed 
alph.  by  name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   240  p.  16  x  12  x  2. 
v.  A,  A-G,  1859-1914,  co.  elk. 's  strm. ,  attic;  6  v.  not  labeled,  1915 — , 
sh. 's  off.,  2nd  fl, 

261.  CRIMINAL  DOCKET,  1930—.   3  v. 

Sheriff's  criminal  docket  showing  name  of  defendant,  date  of  writ,  dates 
of  service  and  return,  type  of  crime,  sheriff's  fees,  date  of  trial,  and 
disposition  of  case.  Arr.  by  date  of  writ.   Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  de- 
fendant.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   500  p.  9  x  12  x  4,   Sh. 's  off.,  2nd  fl. 

262.  SUBPOENA  DOCKET,  1867-1915.   6  v.  (B,  B,  C,  E-G).  Missing: 
1885-92. 

Docket  of  subpoenas,  showing  name  of  plaintiff,  date  and  court  of  issue, 
names  of  party  to  be  served  and  bailiff  or  deputy,  amount  of  fees,  and  re- 
marks.  No  obvious  arr.   1867-73,  no  index;  1874-1915,  indexed  alph.  by 
name  of  plaintiff.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,  235. p.  15  x  12  x  2.   Co,  elk. 's 
strm.,  attic. 


Jail  Records 

263.   FINGER  PRINT  CARDS,  1934—,   1  f.b. 
Identification  record  of  prisoner,  showing  number,  name  or  alias,  resi- 
dence, and  physical  description  of  prisoner,  date  and  place  of  birth, 
classification,  references,  fingerprints,  dates  of  offenses  and  arrests, 
criminal  history,  and  disposition  of  case.  Arr.  by  finger  print  descrip- 
tion.  For  index,  see  entry  264.   Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  14  x  26.  Sh. 's 
photographic  rm. ,  1st  fl,,  co,  jail. 
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(264-259)  Sheriff  -  Fees,   Receipts 

and  Expenditures 


264.  nKGZR  PRINT  IIOEX,    1934—.     1  f.b. 

Index  to  Finger  Print  Cards,    entry  263,    showing  nane  and  number  of  prisoner, 
and  classification  of  finger  prints.     Arr.    alph.  by  name  of  prisoner.     Hdw. 
on  pr.   fm.     14  x  5  x  26.      Sh. ' s  photographic  rm. ,    1st  fl.,    co.   jail. 

265.  RSCSIVING  CARDS,    1934—.      1  f.d. 

Record  of  prisoners  received  by  sheriff,    showing  name,    address,   place  of 
birth,   nationality  and  occupation  of  prisoner,   name  of  arresting  officer, 
and  dates  of  arrest  -and  discharge.     Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  prisoner.     No 
index.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.     10  x  5  x  13.      Sh. ' s  receiving  rm. ,    1st  fl.,    co. 
Jail. 

266.  JAIL  KSGISTER,    1878~.     3  v.     Missing:    1919-25. 

Register  of  prisoners  in  county  jaJ.1,    showing  name,    age,    sex,    residence, 
place  of  birth,    financisJ.  particulars,  habits,   and  hesilth  of  prisoner,    date 
of  conunitaent,   nxusber  of  convictions,    names  of  court,    and  date  of  dis- 
charge.    Arr.   by  prisoner's  no.   and  by  date  of  arrival.     No  index.     Hdw, 
under  pr.  hdgs.      80  p.   16  x  14  x  1.     2  v. ,    1878-1918,    1926-38,    sh.'s  off., 
2nd  fl.;    1  v.,    1939—,    sh.'s  receiving  rn. ,    1st  fl.,    co.   jail. 

Fees,   Receipts  and  Expenditures 

267.  CASH  RECEIPTS  RECORD,    1914—.     6  v. 

Sheriff's  recmrd  of  fees  received,    showing  type  of   service,   names  of  plainr- 
tiff  and  defendant,    date  and  amounts  of  fees  received,    totals,    and  dockets 
and  page  number  of  entry.     Arr.  bv  date  of  entry.     No  index.     Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs.     75  -  300  p.   14  x  8  x  ij  -  17  x  14  x  2.      Sh.'s  off.,    2nd  fl. 

258.      SHERIFF'S  FEE  BILL  DOCKET,    1877-89.      2  v.    (1  v.,    1877-89;    1  v., 
1879-84). 
Docket  qS  fees  in  circuit   court  cases,    showing  names  of  plaintiff,    defend?nt, 
and  court  of  appeal,    dates  of  writ  and  receipt,    description  and  amount  of 
sheriff's  fees,    date  of  return,    and  sheriff's  remarks.     Arr.   by  date  of 
receipt.     Indexed  alph.   by  name  of  plaintiff.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm.      216  p. 

16  X  12  X  1^-.     Co.   elk. '  s  strm. ,    attic. 

269.     RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUPilS,    1875-82.      1  v. 
Sheriff's  record  of  receipts  and  expenditures,    showing  date,    amount,    and 
purpose  of  receipt  or  expenditure,    and  name  of  recipient  or  payer.     Arr. 
by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure.     No  index.     Hdv/.  under  pr.  hdgs.     200  p. 

17  X  15  X  1»     Co.   clk.'s  strm.,    attic. 


(Norb  ontry  270,   p.  228) 


VIII.     COROIIER 


The  coroner* s   office  in  Do  Witt  County  has  continued  in  oxistenco 
from  tho  organization  of  tho  county,    in  1839,   to  tho  prosont,!     The  cor- 
oner is  elected  by  the  county  electorate  for  a  four-year  term»2     After 
certification  of  his  election  by  the  county  clerk,   filing  of  his  bond, 
and  taking  oath  of  office,   ho   roceives  his  ooinmission  from  the  Governor.5 
The  coroner's  bond  in  this  county  is  required  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  and 
must  bo  approved  by  the  county  judge ,4     The  compensation  of  tho  coronor  is 
fijcod  by  tho  county  board  within  the  limits   sot  by  tho  constitution.      In 
counties  tho   size  of  Do  Witt  with  a  popvilation  of  18,244,   the  componsation 
of  the  coronor  is  not  to  oxcood  $1,500  a  year»5     Tho  inquest  duties  of 
this  official  havo  changed  little   ovor  a  period  of  moro  tlian  a  contuiyt 
The  coronor  acts  as  a  consorvator  of  the  peace  with  powers  oqual  to  tho so 
of  tho  sheriff  in  this  respect  and  servos  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  tho 
courts  in  the  absence  or  disqualification  of  tho   sheriff;    he  also  per- 
forms all  the  dutios   of  tho  lattor  v/hon  tho   office   is  vaoant,6 

The  most  important  function  of  the  coroner  is  to  hold  inquests   over 
the  bodies  of  persons   supposed  to   have  come  to  their  death  by  violence, 
casualty,    or  other  undue  means.     When  notification  of  such  death  is  re- 
ceived,   the   coroner  porceeds  to  the  body,    takes  charge  of  it,    and  suu- 
mons  a   jury  composed  of  six  mon  from  the  vicinity  in  which  the  body  was 
found.     The  jury  is  instructed  to  assemble  at  a  stated  time  and  place,   to 
viow  tho  body,    and  to   inquire  into  tho   cause  and  manner  of  tho  death. 
If  tho  inquost  is  continued  and  a  vacancy  should  occur  on  tho  jury,   tho 
coronor  is  allovrod  to  fill  such  vacancy.7 

To  tho  custody  of  the  clork  of  tho  circuit  court  aro  rotumod  tho 
verdict  of  the  jury  and  such  recognizances  as  may  be  given  the  coroner 


1.  Const.  1818,  Art.   Ill,    sec.  11;   L.  1849,    Second  Seas.,    p.   7;   Const.   1870, 
Art.  X,    sec.   8. 

2.  The  office  is  constitutional  and  elective   (Const.   1818,   Art.   Ill,    sec. 
11;    Const.  1870,   Art.  X,    sec.   8)#     The  term,    formerly  two  years,    is  novr 
four  years   (second  amendment,   November  23,    1880,   to  Const.  1870,   Art.  X, 
sec.   8)« 

3.  R.S.   1845,    p.   514;    R.S.   1874,    p.   281. 

4.  Ibid, 

5.  Cons*.  1870,   Art.  X,    sec.  10, 

6.  L.   1819,    p.   111,160;    L.   1821,    p.   20-23;    L.   1825,    p.   63,64;   R.L.    1827, 
p.   246-50,372-75;    R.S.   1845,    p.   515,517;    R.S.   1874,    p.   281,282. 

7.  L.   1821,    p.   22-24;    R.S.   1845,    p.   517,518;   R.S.    1874,    p.   282-84;    L,   1879, 
p.   82;   L.   1907,    p,   213;   L,   1919,   p.   403,404;    L.   1931,    p.    388,389. 
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by  witnesses  whoso  testimony   iraplicatos  any  person  as  the  unlawful   slayer 
of   the  docoasod.l     In  his  office,    the  coronor  filos  aJid  preserves   the 
record  of   such  testimony.^     The  corongr  also  keeps  one  record  which  he 
originates,    the  "inquest  record."      This  record  recapitulates  all   the 
data  involved  in  the  entlro  Inquest  procedure  and  includes  an   inventory 
and  accounting  of  the  personal  property  and  money  of   the  deceased. 3 

Deputy  coroners  appointed  hy  this  official  assist  him  in  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  duties  of  his  office.      The  number  of  deputies   is  sot  by  rule 
of  the  circuit  court,    and  their  compensation   is  determined  by   the  county 
board  of   supervisors.      The  bond  or  securities  of  these  assistants  are  trJccn 
by   the  coroner  and  the  oath  to  which  each  subscribes  is  filed  in  the  county 
clerk's  office,^ 

270.  (CORONERS'    INQUESTS),    I90O— .      11  f.b.    (789-93.    79S.    800,    32U, 
325.    331.    332). 

Original  papers  of  coroners'    inquests,    showing  names  of  deceased,    coroner, 
'fitnesses,    and  jurors,    date  and  place  of  inquest,    coroner's  verdict,    and 
date  of  filing.     Arr.   by  nrjno  of  deceased.     For  Index,    sec  entry  271. 
■Idw.    on  pr.    f  m. ,    and  typed  on  pr.    fm.      5^8x8^-  11  x5x  lU, 
r.b.   789-93.   798,   800,    1900-1 92U,    clr.   elk. 's  strm.,    attic;   f.b.   32U,    325, 
331,    332,    1925—.    cir.    elk. 's  off.,    1st  fl. 

271.  COI.IPLAINACTS'    INDEX  (Coroner's  Index),    1900--.      1  v. 

Index  to  (Coroners'  Inquests),  entry  270,  showing  case  number,  name  of 
deceased,  and  date  of  inquest.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  deceased.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  290  p.  16  x  12  x  1|.   Cir.  elk. '3  off.,  1st  fl. 

272.  CORONER'S  RECORD,  1882—.   3  v.  (A,  2  not  labeled). 

Record  of  coroner's  inquests,  showing  najne  and  description  of  deceased, 
date  and  place  of  inquest,  names  of  jurors  and  witnesses,  residence  and 
occupation  of  witnesses,  verdict  of  jury,  inventory  of  personal  effects 
of  deceased  and  their  disposition,  testimony  of  witnesses,  date  and 
place  of  burial,  and  coroner's  remarks.  Arr,  alph.  by  name  of  deceased. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  26O  p.  18  x  I3  x  2-|.  V.  A,  1  not  labeled, 
IS82-I93O,  cir.  elk. 's  strm.,  attic;  1  v.  not  labeled,  1931--.  cor.'s 
residence,  Clinton,  Illinois. 


1.  L.  1821,  p.  2U,25;  R.S.  I8U5.  p.  518;  R.S.  Ig7l|,  p.  283. 

2.  L.  I869,  p.  10U,105;  R.S.  I87H,  p.  283;  L,  I907.  p.  213,2lU;  L.  1919, 
p.  293. 29^. 

^.  L.  1821.  p.  25,26;  R.S.  187k,   p.  283. 

4.  Const.  1870,  Art.  X,  sec.  9;  L.  1881,  p.  63. 


(Next  entry  273,  p«  233), 


IX.   STATE'S  ATTORNEY 


In  De  Vv'itt  Coiuity,  since  its  organization  in  1859,  the  state's 
attorney  has  commenced  and  prosecuted  in  courts  of  record  all  actions 
in  vrhich  the  people  of  the  state  or  county  were  conccrnGd,!  Legislation 
enacted  in  1835  providod  that  the  state's  attorney  bo  appointed  by  the 
General  Assombly.S  This  provision  remained  cffoctivo  until  1848,  when 
the  state's  attorney  became  an  elective  officer  of  the  circuit  district 
electorates  At  this  time  his  services  also  were  expanded  to  include 
the  nev/ly  created  county  court.  Finally,  the  present  constitution 
made  the  office  elective  in  and  for  each  county,4  Bond  in  the  sum  of 
$5,000  has  been  required  since  1872.5  From  the  creation  of  this  offic© 
in  the  state  until  the  present,  the  state's  attorney  has  continued  to 
receive  his  commission  from  the  Governor  for  the  tenure  of  his  office»6 
In  1827  his  appointment  was  set  at  a  four-year  term; 7  in  1835  his  term 
was  reduced  to  two  years, 8  Then,  in  1848,  the  term  was  extended  and 
provisions  made  for  his  election  v.dth  the  first  election  to  be  in 
September  and  the  second  to  be  in  November  1852,  v;ith  succooding 
elections  every  fourth  year  thereafter, 9  in  De  IVitt  County  he  receives 
$2,250  yearly,  ivith  an  additional  $400  paid  by  the  state.  Statutory  fee 
rates  are  allowed  him  for  convictions  on  specified  offenses  and  crimes  before 
justices  of  the  peace,  police  magistrates,  county  and  circuit  courts. 
Also,  rates  are  established  for  preliminary  examinations  of  defendants, 
for  attendance  at  trials,  and  for  appeals.  These  several  fees  and  rates 
make  up  a  county  fund  from  which  his  salarj'  is  paid.  10 

The  duties  of  the  state's  attorney  are  the  follovd.ng: 

1,  To  commence  and  prosecute  all  actions,  suits,  indict- 
ments, and  prosecutions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  any 
court  of  record  in  his  county  in  which  the  people  of 
the  state  or  county  may  be  concernod. 


1,  R.L.  1827,  p,  79,80;  L,  1835,  p.  44;  R.S,  1845,  p,  76;  R,S,  1874, 
p,  173,174. 

2,  L,  1835,  p.  44.  From  1827  to  1835  the  state's  attorney  v/as  appointed 
by  the  Governor  (R.L,  1827,  p,  79,80), 

3,  Const.  1848,  Art,  V,  sec,  21, 

4,  Const,  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S.  1874,  p.  172, 

5,  L,  1871-72,  p,  189, 

6,  R.L.  1833,  p.  98;  L.  1835,  p,  44;  Const,  1848,  Art,  V,  sec.  28; 
Const.  1870,  Art,  VI,  sec.  22;  R.S.  1874,  p.  172, 

7,  R,L,  1827,  p,  79,80, 

8,  L.  1835,  p,  44, 

9,  Const.  1848,  Art.  V,  sec.  13,21, 

10,  L,  1871-72,  p.  422;  L,  1873-74,  p.  104,105;  L,  1909,  p.  231-33; 
L.  1929,  p.  474-76;  L.  1937,  p,  607, 
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2.  To  prosecute  all  forfeited  bonds  and  recogaizances 
and  all  actions  and  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of 
debts,  revenues,  moneys,  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures accruing  to  the  state  or  his  county,  or  to 
any  school  district  in  his  county;  also  to  prosecute 
all  suits  in  his  county  against  railroads  or  trans- 
portation companies,  which  msy  be  prosecuted  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

3.  To  commence  seid  prosecute  eJLl  actions  and  proceed- 
ings brought  by  any  county  officer  in  his  official 
ce^acity. 

4,  To  defend  all  actions  end  proceedings  brought  against 
his  county  or  against  any  county  or  state  officer,  in 
his  official  capacity,    in  his  county, 

5,  To  attend  the  examination  of  all  persons  brought  be- 
fore any  judge  on  habeas  corpus  when  the  prosecution 
is  in  hi a  county, 

6,  To   attend  before  justices  of  the  peace  and  prosecute 
charges  of  felony  or  misdemeanor  for  which  the  of- 
fender is  required  to  be  recognized  and  to  sqjpear 
before  a  court  of  record  when  it  is  within  his  power 
to  do   so* 

7.  To  give  his  opinion  without  fee  or  reward,    to  any 
county  officer  or  justice  of  the  peace  in  his  county 
upon  any  question  of  law  relating  to  any  criminal  or 
other  matter  in  which  the  people  of  the  state  or 
county  may  be  concerned. 

8,  To   assist   the  Attorney  General   whenever  it  may  be  neo- 
essary,    and  in  cases  of  appeal  or  writ  of  error  from 
his  county  to   the  Supreme  Court,    to  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Attorney  General   to  attend,    he  shall,    a 
reasonable  time  before  the  trial  of  such  ep-peal  or 
writ  of  error,    furnish  the  Attorney  General  with  a 
brief,    showing  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  questions 
involved. 

9.  To  pay  all  moneys  received  by  him  in  trust,   without 
delay,    to  the  officer  who  by  law  is  entitled  to   their 
custody, 

10,  To  perform  such  other  and  further  duties  as  may  from 
time   to   time  be  enjoined  \^on  him  by  law, 

11,  To  sjipear  in  all  proceedings  by  collectors  of  taxes 
against  delinquent   taxpayers  for  judgnent  to  sell 
real   estate,    and  to   see  that  all   the  necessary  pro- 
liminary  steps  have  been  legally  taken   to  make  the 
Jud^ent  legal   and  binding.  1 


U     B*S.   1845,   p.    75;   R.S,    1874,   p.   173-74, 
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12.     To  enforce   the   collection  of  all  fines,    forfeitures, 
and  penalties  iniposed  or  inciirred  in  the  courts  of 
record  in  his  county;    and  to  report  to   the  circuit 
court  on  the  collection  of  these  moneys. 1 

For  reports  of  the   state's  attorney  to   the  circuit  court,    see 
entries  220[xvii],    245. 


1,      L.    1909,   p.   406;    L,    1912,    Third   Sp.    Sess.,   p.    88;    L.    1929,   p.   475. 


(Next  entry  273,  p.  233) 


X.   SUPERVISOR  OF  ASSESSMElfTS 

The  county  sT:q3ervisor  of  assessments,  with  the  aid  of  the  township 
assessors  in  De  Witt  County,  is  responsible  for  the  assessment  of  property 
upon  which  the  township,  district,  county,  state,  and  other  tgixes  are 
levied.  Principally,  these  officers  annually  revise  the  assessment  of 
property,  correct  the  same  upon  complaint,  and  quadrennially  assess  real 
and  personal  proper ty.l  Many  statutory  provisions  have  regulated  this 
function  in  De  Witt  County.  Early  laws  fixed  the  value  of  the  several 
categories  of  real  and  personal  property,  leaving  to  the  assessing  offi- 
cer only  limited  diserotion.2 

Property  assessments  in  De  Witt  County  were  first  made  by  district 
assessors,  appointees  of  the  county  commissioners'  court, 3  In  1844,  this 
duty  was  assumed  by  the  coxinty  treasurer^  and  continued  to  be  vested  in 
that  office  until  1859  when  township  organization  was  instituted  in  this 
county'3  and  assessments  were  made  by  township  assessors  elected  one  in 
each  township  annual  ly,^ 

Between  1849  and  1898,  the  assessing  officers  in  Do  Witt  County  re- 
osived  their  assessment  lists  from,  and  reported  assessments  to,  the 
county  clerk,'''  In  1898  the  legislature  provided  that  the  county  treas- 
urer should  be  supervisor  of  assessments,  ex  officio, ^  From  that  date 
Tintil  the  present,  township  assessors  have  worked  under  the  direction  of, 
and  reported  the  assessment  of  property  to,  the  treasurer,  acting  in  this 
ex  officio  capacity.  Every  assessor  is  bonded  in  the  stun  of  $500.  Bond 
for  the  supervisor  of  assessments  is  $2,000  or  such  larger  sum  as  the 
county  boeird  may  determine, ^  Compensation  of  the  supervisor  is  fixed  by 
the  county  board, 10 


1,  L,  1871-72,  p.  20-22;  L.  1879,  p.  243;  L.  1881,  p.  134;  L.  1891, 

p.  187;  L,  1898,  p,  37,40,44;  L.  1903,  p.  295,296;  L.  1923,  p.  491,492, 
504,505;  L.  1927,  p,  713,714;  L,  1928,  Third  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  106; 
L.  1931-32,  First  Sp,  Sess,,  p,  66, 

2,  L,  1819,  p.  313-19;  L.  1825,  p.  173;  L,  1839,  p,  4-6;  L,  1840,  p.  4; 
L,  1845,  p,  5, 

3,  L.  1839,  p,  4, 

4,  L,  1843,  p.  231,237.  Effective  in  1844. 

5,  De  Witt  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1858,  but  the  chcinge 
did  not  become  effective  until  1859, 

6,  L,  1851,  p,  38,54-57;  L.  1853,  p.  14,15;  L.  1855,  p.  35,37;  L.  1871- 
72,  p.  20-24. 

7,  L.  1849,  p,  121,128;  L,  1849,  Second  Sess.,  p.  38;  L,  1853,  p..  14,17, 
47,49,50;  L.  1871-72,  p.  19,20,22,23. 

8,  L.  1898,  p.  36,37. 

9,  Ibid.,  p.  38,39;  L.  1923,  p.  493,494;  L.  1927,  p.  743,744. 
10,  L,  1898,  p,  892. 


_  OTO  _ 
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For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  25-41,  79[v,  xxvi,  xxxvi, 
xxxvii,  xxxix,  xli,  xlv-xlviii],  128,  276-290,  359,  361-367,  370,  571, 
375. 


273.  SUPERVISOR  OF  /iSSESSlIEKTS,  1919--.   1  f.b 

Annual  reports  of  assessors*  meetings,  including  rate  sheet  furnished 
assessors  by  supervisors  of  assessments  and  individual  property  tax  re- 
turn used  in  fixing  scale  of  taxes,  and  showing  date  of  meeting,  troc 
scale,  and  names  of  assessors  and  supervisors  of  assessments.  Jirr.  by 
date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Typed  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   11  x  5  x  14. 
Treas,'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

274.  (T/iX  SCHEDULES,  Ri\ILRO/iD,  TELEPHONE,  /JID  TELEGRAPH),  1933--. 
2  f.d. 

Papers  of  railroad,  telephone  and  telegraph  tax  schedules,  showing  name 
and  affidavit  of  company,  legal  description  of  property,  valuations  by 
company  and  assessor,  tax  rate,  total  amount  of  tax,  and  date  of  filing. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  5  x  8  x  16.  Co. 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl, 

275.  (SCHEDULE  OF  PERSONAL  PROPERTY),  1938—.   28  v. 

Duplicate  tax  schedules  of  personal  property,  showing  name,  address,  and 
occupation  of  tax  payer,  description  of  property,  ovmer's  valuation, 
assessed  valuation,  date  and  signatures  of  assessor  and  owner.  Arr.  by 
sec,  tv/p.,  and  range  nos.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdr^s.   250  p. 
9  X  15  X  2.   14  v.,  1938,  trcas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl.;  14  v.,  1939— ,  co, 
clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  276,  p.   235) 


XI.      BOARD  OF  REVIEW 


The  authority  to  assess,    equalize,   and  review  or  revise   the  assess- 
ment of  property,    an  impflrtant  aspect  of   the  revenue  procedure,    is  exer»« 
cised  by  the  board  of  review.-^     Early  legislation  provided  for  appeals 
from  assessments  to    the  county  commissioners'    court.     The  court  was  era- 
powered  to  review  and  revise  assessments  on  real  and  personal  property,2 
In  1849  the  county  court   succeeded  the  county  commissioners'    court  in 
De  Witt  County,    and  appeals  were  made   to   that  body«3     When  township  organi- 
zation was  instituted  in  1859^  this  jurisdiction  was  given  in  each  town  to 
a  board  composed  of   the   township   supervisor,    clerk,    and  assessor.S     The 
board  of   supervisors  in  their  annxial  meeting  examined  the  assessment  rolls 
in  the  several   towns  to  ascertain  whether  the  valuations  in  one  town  bore 
Just  relation  to   the  valuations  in  all  other  towns  in  the  county,    and  were 
enipowered  to  increase  or  diminish  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real  estate 
in  any  town  axjcordingly.     They  could  make  whatever  alterations  they  deemed 
necessary  in  the  description  of  the  laiids  of  nonresidents,    and  were  re- 
quired to  assess  the  value  of  any  lands  omitted  by  the  assessor. ^     In  1872 
the  duties  of  the  board  of   supervisors  vdth  regard  to  assessments  were  the 
following: 

1.  To  assess  omitted  property. 

2.  To  review  assessments  upon  complaimt. 

3.  To  hear  and  determine  the  application  of  any  person 
assessed  on  property  claimed  to  be  execjpt  from  tajcation. 

4.  To  ascertain  whether  the  valuation  in  one   tovm  or  dis- 
trict bore  just  relation  to    the  valuation  in  all   towns  or 
districts  in  the  county  and  adjust   the  assessment.''' 

In  1898   this  authority  was   transferred   to   the  newly  erected  board  of 
review,    composed  of   the  chairman  of  the  county  board  v/ho  became  chairman, 
ex  officio,    of   the  board  of  review,    the  co\mty  clerk,    and  one  citizen  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  judgo.8     Since  1923   the  board  has  consisted  of   the 
chairman  of  the  county  board  as  chairmaji,    ex  officio,  of  the  board  of 


1.  L.   1898,   p.   46-49;   L.   1915,   p.   556-70;    L.   1919,   p.   727;    L.   1923, 
p.   496-502;    L.   1930,    First   Sp.    Sess.,   p.   85-90;    L.   1931-32,   First 
Sp.    Sess.,   p.   71,75-78;    L.    1935,   p.   1163-66. 

2.  L.   1839,   p.   7;   L.   1843,   p.   237;    L.   1845,  p.   8;   R.S.   1845,   p.   441. 

3.  L.   1849,   p.    65. 

4.  De  Witt  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1358,  but  the  change 
did  not  become  effective  until  1859. 

5.  L.  1851,  p.  56;  L.  1871-72,  p.  21,22,24,25, 

6.  L.  1851,  p.  57,58;  L.  1871-72,  p.  24,25. 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  L.  1898,  p.  46. 
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review  and  two  citizens  appointed  by  the  county  judge.  The  members  of  the 
board  select  their  own  clerk.  The  two  citizen  members  are  appointed  al- 
ternately for  a  two-year  term.l  The  compensation  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  reviev/  and  its  clerk  is  fixed  by  the  county  board«2 

Today,  the  board  of  review  in  Do  Witt  County  is  required  to  assoss 
taxable  proporty  omitted  from  the  regular  assessment,  to  review  and  cor- 
rect assessments  on  property  claimed  to  be  incorrectly  assessed,  to  in- 
crease or  reduce  the  entire  assessment  if,  in  their  opinion,  it  has  not 
been  made  upon  the  proper  basis,  and  to  hear  and  determine  the  applica- 
tion of  any  person  assessed  on  property  claimed  to  bo  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion, which  application  if  successful  must  bo  approved  by  the  tax  corn 
mission  to  be  final.  If  such  application  is  not  approved  the  ovmer  may 
have  the  question  of  exemption  determined  by  judgment  or  decree  of  court, 
and  the  board  of  review  may  correct  any  error  or  mistake  (other  than  an 
error  of  judgment  as  to  valuation),  with  the  approval  of  the  assessing 
authority,  any  timo  before  judgment  of  the  court, 3 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  25-41.  79 [v,  xxvi,  xxxvi, 
xxxvii,  xxxix,  xli,  xlv,  xlviii],  128,  273-275,  281-290,  359,  361-367,  370, 
371,  375, 

276,  COIvIPLAINT  DOCKET,  BOARD  OF  REVIKY,  1899—,  4  v,  (1-4). 
Docket  of  tax  complaints,  showing  number  and  date  of  complaint,  namo  of 
complainant,  legal  description  of  proporty,  assessed  valuation,  reason  for 
complaint,  and  findings  and  orders  of  board  of  review.  Arr.  by  complaint  no. 
1899-1918,  indexed  alph.  by  naone  of  complainant;  1919--,  no  index.  Hdw. 
under  pr.  hdgs.  200  p.  18  x  12  x  2,  V.  1,  2,  1899-1925,  co.  clk,»s  strm., 
attic;  V.  3,  1926-36,  co.  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl,;  v,  4,  1937—,  co,  clk.'s 
off.,  1st  fl, 

277,  (TAX  COMPLAINTS),  1924—.   2  f.b.,  1924—;  1  bdl.,  1935—, 
Complaints  of  taxpayers,  to  board  of  revieiv  on  tax  assessment,  showing  name 
of  taxpayer,  location  and  description  of  property,  reason  for  complaint,  and 
date  of  filing.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  pr.  fm.  F.b.  5  x  9  x 
13  -  11  X  5  X  14;  bdl.  7x9x5.   1  f.b.,  1924-34,  1  bdl.,  1935—,  co. 
clk.'s  vlt„  1st  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1937—,  co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 


1.  L.  1923,  p.  496,497;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  71,72, 

2.  L,  1939,  p.  897, 

3.  L.  1898,  p.  46-49;  L.  1915,  p.  566-70;  L.  1919,  p.  727;  L.  1923,  p.  496- 
502;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  85-90;  L,  1951-32,  First  Sp,  Sess,, 

p.  70,71,75-78;  L.  1935,  p.  1163-66;  L,  1939,  p,  929,930, 
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278.  (MINUTES  OF  BOAIffi  OF  HEVIZW) ,    1928--.      2  V. 

Record  of  minutes  of  board  of  review,    showing  date  ajad  place  of  meeting, 
names  of  members  and  clerk  present,    type  of  business  transacted,   and  time 
of  adjournment  of  meeting.     JLrr.  by  date  of  meeting.     No  index.     Hdw. 
300  p.  10  X  8  X  1.     Co.   clk.'s  vlt,,   1st  fl. 

279.  TAX  COMMISSION  DESCRIPTIONS   (Rulings),   1929—.      1  f.b. 

Illinois  Tax  Commission  instructions  and  suggestions  for  filing  tax  returns 
and  letters  from  attorney  general  quoting  law  relating  to  various  types  of 
taxes.     Arr,  by  date  of  entry.     No  index.     Tj.'ped  aad  printed.     11  x  5  x  14« 
Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

280.  TAX  OBJECTIONS,   193:^-.      1  f.b. 

Copies  of  tsaqDayers'   objections  to  assessed  taxes,   and  court  decree  covering 
same  with  copies  of  tax  receipt,    showing  name  of  teapayer,   legal  description 
of  property,   amount  assessed,    excess  tax  claimed,   amount  and  date  of  payment, 
and  date  o^  objection.     Arr.  by  date  of  objection.     No  index.     Typed  and 
typed  on  pr.   fm.     11  x  5  x  14,     Treas.'s  vlt.,   1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  281,  p.  239) 


XII.   COLLECTOR 

Tax  collections  in  De  Witt  County  were  first  made  by  the  county  col- 
lector who  was  appointed  hy  the  county  commissioners'  court. ^  This  of- 
fice was  in  existence  from  1839  to  1844,  when  the  sheriff  "became  county 
collector, 2  ex  officio,  and  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity  until  1859; 
in  that  year  township  organization  was  instituted  in  this  county,'^  and 
tax  collections  Taecame  the  joint  responsibility  of  the  townships  and  the 
county,  with  the  county  treasurer  acting  as  county  collector,^  ex  officio. 

Under  this  plan,  tovm  collectors,  elected  one  in  each  township, ° 
made  collections  of  resident  property  taxes ;^  nonresident  and  delinquent 
taxes  were  collected  by  the  county  treasurer.'''  By  the  terms  of  an  act 
of  1855  the  to\'m  collectors  were  required  to  return  their  tax  lists  or 
books  to  the  county  collector  who  delivered  them  to  the  county  clerk. 8 
This  provision  was  changed  in  1872  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly 
which  provided  that  the  county  collector  should  make  an  annual  sworn 
statement  to  the  county  clerk,  showing  the  total  amount  of  each  kind  of 
tsix  collected,  the  amount  received  from  each  tovm  collector,  and  the 
amount  collected  by  himself.^ 

The  collection  procedure  in  Do  Witt  County  was  altered  in  1917  when 
the  legislature  provided  for  the  abolishment  of  the  office  of  to^m  collec- 
tor in  counties  with  fewer  than  100,000  inhabitants,  the  county  collector 
to  be  town  collector,  ex  officio,  in  such  counties. ^^  As  De  Witt  County 
has  not  attained  this  population  minimum, -^-^  the  county  collector  has 
since  1917  made  collections  for  the  townships  as  well  as  for  the  county.^ 


1.  L.  1839,  p.  7. 

2.  L'.  1843,  p.  234;  L.  1853,  p.  99.  The  sheriff  was  county  collector, 
ex  officio,  from  1819  to  1839  (L ,  1819,  p.  316). 

3.  De  Witt  County  adopted  township  organization  in  1858,  but  the  change 
did  not  become  effective  until  1859. 

4.  L.  1851,  p.  38,59-64;  L.  1853,  p.  67. 

5.  L.  1851,  p.  38. 

6.  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

7.  Ibid. ,  p.  53. 

8.  L.  1855,  p.  37. 

9.  L.  1871-72,  p.  56,57;  L.  1873-74,  p.  56;  L.  1930,  First  Sp .  Scss., 
p.  66,57;  L.  1931,  p.  756;  L.  1931-32,  First  Sp,  Sess  ,  p.  112; 

L.  1933,  p.  873,921;  L.  1933-34,  Third  Sp  Sess..  p.  220;  L  1935, 
p.  ll5S,1213;  L.  1935-36,  Fourth  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  69,70. 

10.   L.  1917,  p.  793. 

U .  The  population  of  De  Witt  County  was  18,905  in  1910;  19,252  in  1920; 
and  18,598  in  1930  (Popilation  Bulletin,  p.  8).  In  1940  the  popula- 
tion was  18,244  (Illinois  Final  Population). 

12.  L.  1917,  p.  793;  L.  1925,  p.  605;  L.  1929,  p.  774,775;  L.  1931, 
p.  905-8;  L.  1933,  p.  1115,1116. 
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Tho  co-unty  collector   is  bonded  in  eui  sunount  determined  upon  by  the 
county  board  in  addition  to  that  bond  required  of  him  as  county  treasur- 
er.^    Under   statutory  provisions,    ho  collects  taxes  for  the   state,    coun- 
ty,   and  other  sovornnental  agencies,    :?jid  pr.ys   to   the  proper  authorities 
tho  amount  in  his  hpjids  payable  to   then.       Ho  also   settles  annually  with 
tho  county  board.3     Ke  prepares  ex.  annual  list  of  delinquent  property 
cz\vi  files   it  with   the  county  clerk, ^  advertises  his  intention  of  apply- 
ing for  judt^ment  f-^r  sale  of  delinquent  IrJids  mi.  lots,^  and  is  required 
tc   attend,    in  person  or  by  deputy,    rJ.1   tax  sales  resulting  from  this 
action.^     Tho  county  clerk,    in  person  or  by  deputy,    is  also  required  to 
attend  all   tr.x  sales. 7     At  such  sales,    the  clork  and  collector  note  rjid 
mrjco  entry  of  ell   trjc  sales  and  forfeitures  to  tho  state. ° 

Tho  county  collector   is  roquirod  to  keep  his  records  as  collector  of 
trocos  separate  from  his  records  as  county  troasuror.°     The  records  of 
tho  collector's  office   include  duplicates  of  receipts   issued  tc   troq^ry- 
crs,    state  auditor's  and  county  clerk's  certifications  of   tho  collector's 
sottlements  with   them,    duplicates  of  the  nollectcr's  reports,    delinquent 
property  records,    and  teoc  srie  CJid  fcrfoituro  records. 

Ihe  conmensaticn  of   tho  county  collector  is  fixed  by  lavr.      In  coun- 
ties the   size  of  Do  Vfitt,    the  collector  receives: 

1.  Throe  percent  conanission  on  monc^  cclloctod  and  paid  over 
to  the  proper  officer. 

2.  One  percent  commission  on  money  collected  from  incorporated 
cities,    villrges,    and  municipalities   in  counties  under  town- 
ship organization. 

3.  One  and  onc-hrJ.f  percent  commission  on  money  paid  to  him 
by   tovmship  collector-3. 

H.  A  fee  of  three  cents  per  tract  for  malcing  lists  of  delin- 
quent real  estate  for  the  county  clerk  and  a  like  fee  for 
making  lists  for   tho  printer. 


1.  L.  IS71-72,    o.   3S;   L.    1931,   o.    7^S:  L.    1931-32.    First  Sp.    Sess., 
p.  85,^6;   L.    1933-3^.    Third  Sp.    Sess.,   p.   225,226. 

2,  L.  1S71-72.  p.  56-59:  L.  1933.  p.  922;  L.  1935-  P.  1156.1213; 
L.  1935-36,    Fourth  Sp.    Sess.,   p.    68,69. 

),    L,  1871-72,  p,  55:  ^'   1935.  p.  1155.1156. 

k.     L.  1898,  p.  51:  L.  1931.  p.  759. 

5.  L.  1871-72.  p.  UU:  L.  1937.  p.  1010. 

6.  L.  I87I-72.  p.  U8;  L.  1930,  First  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  6U. 

7.  L.  1871-72,  p.  U8. 

8.  Ibid.;  L.  1933,  p.  886. 

9.  L.  1917.  p.  66U,665;  L.  I93O,  First  Sp,  Sess..  p.  60-62;  L.  I935, 
p.  IIU9-58. 
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5.  A  fee  for  selling  lands  and  town  lots  amounting  to  ton 
cents  for  each  tract  and  three  cents  collected  in  costs 
as  a  charge  against  each  lot.-*- 

For  other  taxation  records,  see  entries  25-41,  79 [v,  xxvi,  xxxvii, 
xxxix,  xli,  xlv-xlviii],  128,  273-280,  359,  361-367,  370,  371,  375. 


Collection 

281.  JOUHlTAl,  1873—.  4  v.  (l  not  labeled,  1,  2  not  labeled). 
Missing:  »1917-18,  1921-30,  Title  varies:  Collector's  Account 
County  Funds,  1  v.,  1873-1916;  County  Collector's  County  Cash 
Book,  1  v.,  1919-20. 

County  collector's  accounts  of  all  taxes  received  from  each  township,  show- 
ing date  and  amount  of  receipts,  tax  spread,  total  tax,  and  balance  on 
hand.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.  ITo  index.  1873».1920,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.; 
1931—,  hdw.  170  -  240  p.  14  X  9  X  1  -  18  X  12  X  2.   1  v.  not  labeled, 
1873-1916,  CO.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v.  1,  2  not  labeled,  1919—,  treas.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

282.  COUITTY  COLLECTOR'S  (Accounts),  1933 — .  3  v. 

Register  of  county  collector's  bank  accounts,  showing  names  of  banks, 
amoimt  of  deposit,  date,  and  hew  credited.  Arr.  by  date  of  deposit.  No 
index.  Hdw.  150  p.  10  x  8  x  1.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

283.  TAX  RECEIPTS,  1934—.   93  bdl.,  25  v.  (A-M,  Mc,  N-T,  UV,  W,  Y,  Z). 
Copies  of  county  collector's  tax  receipts,  showing  name  of  taxpayer,  re- 
ceipt number,  legal  description  of  property,  assessed  valuation,  amount 

of  each  installment,  date  due,  total  tax,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr.  alph. 
by  name  of  tax  payer.  ITo  index.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  9  x  7  x  2; 
V.  200  p.  8  X  10  X  2.  93  bdl.,  1934-36,  co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  25  v., 
1937 — ,  treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

284.  TOTOT  COLLECTORS'  ACCOOTTTS,  1879-1918.  2  v.  (A,  B).  Last  entry 
1910. 

Township  collectors'  accounts  with  county  collector,  showing  names  of  tcrrn- 
ship  and  collector,  description,  year,  and  amount  of  tax  due  county  treas- 
urer, amounts  delinquent,  and  collector's  commission.  Arr.  by  name  of 
twp.  and  date  of  account.  ITo  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  215  p.  18  x  13  x  3. 
Co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic. 


1.   L.  1871-72,  p.  437;  L.  1877,  p.  105. 
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Delinquent  Lists j  Special 
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Settlement 

285.  RECORD  OF  FIH/iL  TAX  SETTLEMENT,  1926—.   2  f.b. 

Files  of  tax  settlement  papers,  including  statements  of  tovmship  supervisors 
and  tovmship  troasurers,  to  county  colloctor,  auditor  of  public  accounts' 
statement  of  account  of  county  collector;  statement  of  account  of  county- 
clerk  for  delinquent  and  forfeited  property,  and  county  treasurer's  semi- 
annual report.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  indox,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.,  and 
typed  on  pr.  fm,   10  x  5  x  14,  Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

286.  TAX  SETTLEiJENT  RECORD,  1923—,   6  v. 

Record  of  taxes  to  bo  collected  in  each  townsliip,  showing  orrors,  correc- 
tions, abatements,  and  tax  forfoiturcs,  tcix  spread,  and  county  collector's 
commission.  Arr.  by  name  of  tv^p.  No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   100  p, 
21  X  17  X  1.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Dolinqucnt  Lists 

287.  ABATEIffiNT  RECORD,  1936—.  1  v.   1848-1935  in  Collector's  Books, 
ontry  32, 

Abatement  lists  of  uncollected  personal  and  roal  estate  taxes,  shov/ing  names 
of  taxpayer  and  tovmship,  assessed  value,  amount  of  each  typo  of  tax,  total 
amount  croditod  colloctor,  and  book  and  page  of  ontry,  Arr.  by  numc  of  twp. 
No  index.  Kdw.  under  pr.  hd^^s*   200  p,  18  x  26  x  2.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Special  Assessments 

288.  (SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT  /iSSESSI^^TS),  1909—,   1  bdl.,  1909-16j 
1  v.,  1930—.  Missing's  1917-29, 

Lists  of  special  drainage  tax  assessments,  shoviring  name  of  owner  and  drain- 
ago  district  location,  legal  description  of  lands  assessed,  number  of  acres, 
date  and  amount  of  payment.   1909-16,  no  obvious  arr.j  1930 — ,  arr.  by  date 
of  payment.  Ho  index.   1909-16,  typed;  1930—,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  Rdl. 
5  X  5  X  18;  V.  50  p.  18  x  14  x  1.   Bdl.,  1909-16,  co.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic; 
1  v.,  1930—,  treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

289.  (RECEIPT  -  DUPLICATE),  1930-34.   6  v,  (1-6), 

Duplicate  tax  receipts  for  Trenkle  Slough  special  drainage  district  in 
McLean,  Piatt,  and  Do  Witt  counties,  showing  name  of  tr.xpayor,   legal  de- 
scription of  land,  number  of  acres,  tax  spread,  amount  cjid   date  of  payment, 
and  signature  of  county  treasurer.  Arr.  by  date  of  payment.  No  indox,  Hdvi 
on  pr.  fm.   40  p.  7^  x  10|  x  §.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

290.  DELH^QUENT  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS,  1919-23.   1  v. 

Lists  of  dolinqucnt  special  assessments,  showing  name  of  tcocp.iy:.-r,   legal 
description  of  property,  amount  of  installment,  interest,  total  amount 
collocted,  date  of  payment,  and  namo  of  payer,  Arr,  by  date  of  payment.  Ho 
index.  Hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.  100  p.  18  x  17  x  1^.  Treas.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  2  91,  p.  242) 


XIII.   TREASUISR 


In  De  Witt  County  the  treasurer  has  been  an  elective  official  since 
its  organization  in  1839;-'-  at  that  time  the  term  of  office  was  four 
years, 2  Later  it  vras  reduced  to  two  years, "^  which  was  continued  by  the 
Constitution  of  1870;  however,  the  constitution  was  amended  in  November 
1830,  lengthening  the  term  aj-ain  to  four  years. 5  This  amendment  also 
made  the  county  treasurer  ineligible  for  reelection  to  the  office  until 
four  years  after  the  expiration  of  his  term. 6  Ke  is  commissioned  by  the 
Governor,'^  The  penal  sum  of  his  bond  and  his  securities  are  passed  upon 
by  the  county  board, ^  and  the  bond  is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  county 
clerk.   The  treasurer  is  allowed  for  compensation,  in  counties  the  size 
of  De  Witt,  one  percent  for  receiving  and  one  percent  for  paying  out  all 
monej's,  county  orders,  and  jury  certificates  received  and  paid  out  by 
him.  5 

In  the  performance  of  his  duties,  the  treasurer  receives  the  revenue 
of  the  county,  has  custody  of  its  funds,  and  disburses  them  in  accordance 
with  orders  of  the  county  board  or  specific  authorization  by  law.  He  is 
required  to  keep  books  of  accounts  of  all  funds  received  and  disbursed  by 
him,  to  maintain  a  register  of  county  orders  countersigned  and  paid,  to 
report  annually  to  the  county  board  on  the  financial  transactions  of  his 
office,  and  to  settle  his  accounts  '.vith  the  board  semiannually.  10  The 
last  two  requirements  give  rise  to  a  number  of  segregated  records  of 
accounts  beyond  strict  statutory  requirements.   In  addition,  reports  are 
made  to  the  treasurer  by  other  county,  district,  public,  and  semipublic 
authorities  in  the  process  of  transacting  business  with  him;  and,  finally, 
a  large  number  of  records  arise  from  the  requirement  for  collectors  of 
taxes  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  treasurer. H 

The  treasurer  acts  as  treasurer,  ex  officio,  of  the  special  drainage 
district. 12 


1.  L.  1837,  p.  49, 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  274. 

3.  L.  1845,  p.  28;  L.  1351,  p,  144. 

4.  Art.  X,  sec.  3. 

5.  Ibid,,  as  amended  November  1880. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  L.  1837,  p,  329;  R.S.  1874,  p.  323. 

8.  Ibid. 

9.  L.  r933,  p.  613;  L.  1935-36,  Second  Sp.  Sess.,  p.  72, 

10.  L.  1837,  p,  194,195;  L.  1843,  p.  151;  R,S.  1845,  p,  137-39;  L.  1861, 
p.  239,240;  R.S.  1874,  p,  323,324. 

11.  R.  L.  1827,  p,  330-33;  L.  1839,  p,  8-10;  L.  1845,  p,  11;  L.  1895, 
p.  304;  L.  1913,  p.  516;  L.  1953,  p.  898. 

12.  L.  1885,  p,  78,104, 

-  241  - 


-  242  - 

(291-296)  Treasurer  -  General 

Accounts 


General  Accounts 
Registers  and  Ledgers 

291.  T"£ASU11ER«S  ACCOm:T  BOOK,  1840—,   7  v,  (2  not  labeled,  1840-72; 
3-7,  1883—),  Missing:  1873-82. 

Covuity  treasurer's  account  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  showing  date, 
amount  and  purpose  of  receipt  and  disbursement,  names  of  payer  or  payee, 
accounts  credited  or  debited,  total  receipts  and  disbursements,  and 
balance  on  hand  in  each  fund.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt  or  expenditure. 
No  index.  1840-72,  hdw.)  1883 — ,  hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  148  -  640  p, 
12  X  9  X  1  -  18  X  13  X  2.   1  v.,  1840-57,  in  poor  condition.   2  v.  not 
labeled,  1840-72,  cc,  clk.'s  strm,,  attioj  v.  3-7,  1883 — ,  treas.'s  vlt,, 
1st  fl. 

292.  COUNTY  TREASURER  (Accounts),  1930—,   3  v. 

Record  of  county  treasurer's  bank  accounts,  shovring  name  of  bank, 
aiaount  of  deposit,  date  and  nature  of  credit,  Arr.  by  date  of  deposit. 
No  index,  Hdv/.   150  p.  10  x  8  x  1,  Treas,«s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

293,  COUNTY  TREASURER  FUIID  ACCOUIs'T,  1933—,   2  v. 

Lodger  of  county  funds,  showing  date  and  amounts  received  and  credited 
to  vt.rious  county  funds,  date  and  amounts  of  appropriation,  purpose  of 
expenditures,  and  warrant  number,  Arr.  by  type  of  expense  and  date  of 
receipt.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr,  hdgs,   200  p,  12  x  15  x  2,  Treas.'s 
vlt,,  1st  fl. 

County  Orders 

294.  COUNTY  ORDER  REPORTS,  1930—.   1  f.b. 

List  of  cancelled  county  orders  and  jury  certificates,  showing  order 
number,  to  whom  issued,  amount,  total,  and  month  of  cancellation.  Arr, 
by  date  of  cancellation.  No  index.  Typed  under  pr.  hdgs.   10  x  5  x  14, 
Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

295,  EX  OFFICIO  BOARD  (Register  of  Fees),  1929—,   1  v. 

Register  of  county  orders  for  jury,  witness,  coroner,  and  county  reporter 

fees,  showing  date,  amount,  order  number,  and  name  of  payee.  Arr.  by 

type  of  fee  and  order  no.  No  index,  Hdw,   300  p,  18  \/Z   x  13  x  2, 
Troas,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

296,  ORDER  BOOK  (Register  of  County  Orders),  1928-33,  1  v,  (B). 
Register  of  county  ofdors,  showing  order  numbers,  subject,  date,  amount, 
and  purpose  of  issue,  name  of  payee,  and  date  of  cancellation,  /irr,  by 
subject  and  order  no.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  240  p.  18  x  13  x  2. 
Co,  olk,'s  strm.,  attic. 


<9   £43  ^ 
Treasurer  •  Special  (297»S02) 

Accounts 


297.  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  TimREANT  REGISTER,  1935~,  2  v. 

Register  of  cancelled  highway  warrants,  showing  date,  amount,  number,  and 
purpose  of  vrarrant,  name  of  payee,  and  date  of  cancellation,  Arr,  by 
warrant  no.  No  index*  Hdw,  and  typed  under  pr,  hdgs#  40  •  100  p, 
12  X  12  X  1  -  14  l/Z  X   13  X  1,  Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

298.  COUNTY  HIGHVfAY  TiYAREANTS  (Cancelled),  1936—,  1  v. 

Stub  record  of  county  highway  cancelled  warrants,  sho^^^ing  name  .  of  bank, 
type  of  fund,  warrant  number,  amount  and  date  of  cancellation.  No  index, 
Hdw,  on  pr,  fm,  80  p.  10  x  8  x  1,  Treas,«s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


Special  Accounts 
Probate 

299,  ESCHEAT  CLAIMA.NTS  LITIGATIONS,  UNDERTAKERS  (Estate  Funds), 
1919—.  2  f  .b. 

Copy  of  court  order  authorizing  county  treasurer  to  pay  estate  funds  held 
in  trust,  showing  name  of  estate,  date  and  amount  of  payment,  name  of  ."  •  •- 
payee,  and  date  of  filing,  ;j:r,  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Typed. 
11  X  5  X  14,  Treas,*s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 

Inheritance  Tax 

300,  INHERITiiNCE  TAX,  1918—.   3  f.b. 

Copy  of  court  order  fixing  inheritance  tax  where  there  is  no  appraiser^ 
includixig  petition  to  determine  tax,  affidavit  of  executor,  administrator 
or  heir  for  inheritance  tax  appraisement,  and  court  order  fixing  value  of 
estate,  and  showing  names  of  estate,  heirs,  executor  or  administrator,  and 
county  Judge,  dates,  amounts  of  taxes  paid  to  state,  Arr,  by  date  of  re- 
ceipt. No  index.  Typed  and  typed  on  pr.  fm,  11  x  5  x  14,  Treas,«s 
vlt.,  1st  fl, 

301,  IiraERITANCE  TAX,  1922—,   1  v. 

Accounts  record  of  inheritance  taxes  levied  and  collected,  showing  names 
of  estate,  heirs,  administrator  or  executor,  and  appraisers,  valuation  of 
estate,  rate  of  tax,  amounts  of  fees,  commissions,  and  expenses,  and  date 
and  amount  of  payment,  Arr,  by  date  of  payment.  Indexed  alph,  by  name 
of  estate,  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm,  101  p,  16  x  10  x  1  l/2,  Treas.'s  vlt., 
1st  fl. 

Highway 

302,  MOTOR  FUEL  TA:;^  1934—.   1  f,b. 

Copies  of  vouchers  issued  for  motor  fuel  tax  allotment  by  State  Depart- 
ment of  Finance  to  county  treasurer,  showing  voucher  number,  date,  and 
amount,  date  of  filing,  and  letters  of  district  engineer  authorizing 
transfer  of  funds  from  one  account  to  another,  Arr,  by  date  of  filing. 
No  index.  Typed  on  pr,  ftn,  11  x  5  x  14,  Treas,»s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 


-  2UU  - 
(303-30^^  Treasurer  -  Special 

Accoxints 


303.   (REGISTER  OF  HIGHWAY  FUNDS  RECEIVED),  1935—.   1  v* 
Register  of  highway  fvinds  received  and  credited  to  motor  fuel  tax  funds, 
showing  receipt  number,  nsjne  of  payer,  how  credited,  amount  of  treasurer's 
fees,  and  date  of  receipt.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw. 
undor  pr.  hdgs.  I50  p.  12  x  18  x  1.  Troas.'s  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 

30U.   COUNTY  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ALLOTMENTS  RECORD,  1935—.   1  v. 
Record  of  motor  fuel  tax  allotments,  showing  date  and  amount  of  receipt, 
ptirpose,  state-aid  road  and  section  allotted  to,  and  balemce  on  hand. 
Arr.  by  sec.  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hd^s.  50  P«  1C%  x  12^  x  1. 
Treas.  's  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Dog  License 

305.  SHEEP  CLAIMS,  1919 — .  Loose  papers,  1  bdl.,  2  f.b. 
Missing:  1926-29. 

Claims  and  reports  of  damages  to  sheep  by  dof^s,  showing  affidavit  and 
address  of  claimant  and  witnesses,  number  of  sheep  killed,  amount  and 
dp.te  of  claim,  ;?jno\int  of  allowa-nco,  signature  of  township  supervisor, 
rmd  dcite  of  filing,  1919-25,  no  obvious  arr.;  I93O — ,  arr.  by  date  of 
filing.  Kdw,  on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  9  x  3  x  U;  f.b.  11  x  5  x  lU.  Papers  and 
bdl.,  1919-25,  CO.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  2  f.b.,  193O — ,  treas. ' s  vlt., 
lat  fl. 

306.  DAI.1AGS  CLAIM  RECOPJ),  1922—,  2  v,  (1  not  labeled,  2). 
Record  of  shoop  damcgo  claims  allowed,  showing  claim  number,  name  and 
address  of  claimiJit,  ncjne  of  township,  number  of  sheep  killed,  appraised 
value,  date  and  amount  of  claim,  ncxics  of  witnesses,  and  dato  and  amovint 
of  prymcnt.  Arr.  by  date  of  pryrent,-  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  claimant. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  200  p,  I6  x  12  x  1^.  Treas. '  s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Co^mty  Officers 

307.  RECORD  OF  SURPLUS  EARNINGS  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS,  189S— .   1  v. 
Register  of  surplus  earnings  received  from  county  and  circuit  clerks,  re- 
corder, sheriff,  and  state's  attorney,  showing  date,  name  of  officer,  title 
of  office,  and  amoimt  of  receipt  and  totals.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  No 
index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs,   3^0  p.  IS  x  I3  x  2,  Treas. ' s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Court  Costs 

308.  RECORD  OF  COSTS  AND  FEES,  I88I4-I926,   2  v.  (l,  A). 
Missing;  1S92. 

ROf^istor  of  foes  eind  costs  received  from  county  and  circuit  clerks,  show- 
ing amount,  name  of  payer,  type  of  foos,  title  of  cause,  foe  book  and 
pii^o  numbers, and  date  of  payment.  Volume  1  shows  fees  received  from  cir- 
cuit clerk  only.   I88U-9I,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  payer;  I893-I926,  arr. 
by  date  of  payment.   I88U-9I,  no  index;  1893''3-926,  indexed  alph.  by  name 
of  person  paid.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   350  p,  18  x  I3  x  3*  ^'   1» 
lo'8l4-91,  CO.  clk.'s  strm.,  attic;  v.  A,  1893-1926,  treas. '  s  vlt. ,  1st  fl. 


-  245  - 
Treasurer  -  Reports  (309-313) 


Eraergency  and  Old  Age  Relief 

309,   I.E.R.C.  COUNTY  RELIEF  OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  PAY  ROLL,  1937—. 
2  f.b. 
Statement  to  Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Ccsnmission  of  estimate  state  re- 
lief funds  of  county,  including  copies  of  vouchers  issued  by  State  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare  to  county  treasurer  for  old  age  assistance, 
and  copies  of  treasurer's  receipts  for  money  paid  township  supervisors 
for  relief.  Arr,  by  date  of  statement.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr,  fm, 
11  X  5  X  14,  Treas,»s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

Drainage 


310.  DPuMNAGE  BANK  BOOK,  1927--.   2  f.b.   Title  varies:  Drainage 
Receipts,  Pass  Books  and  Assessment  Roll,  1  f.b,,  1927-36. 

Bank  Books  and  cancelled  chocks  of  special  drainage  district  commission- 
ers, shovfing  check  number,  date,  amount,  and  to  whom  issued,  amount  of 
deposits,  bank  statements,  and  balance  on  hand;  also  contains  tax  list 
of  special  assessments  for  drainage  districts,  1927-37,  Arr,  by  check 
no,  No  index,  Hdvf,  on  pr,  fm.,  typed  on  pr,  fm.,  and  hdvr,   under  pr, 
hdgs,   11  X  5  X  14,   Treas,'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

311.  JOURNAL  -  DRAIMGE  DISTRICTS,  1922—,  4  v.  (3  not  labeled,  2), 
Accounts  journal  of  special  drainage  districts,  shovn.ng  nam.e  of  district, 
date,  name  of  payer  and  amount,  date,  amount  and  purpose  of  expenditure, 
and  balance  on  hand,  Arr,  alph,  by  name  of  drainage  district,  1922-26, 
indexed  alph,  by  name  of  drainage  district;  1927—,  no  index,  Hdw, 

300  p,  14  X  9  X  1,  Treas.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl, 

312.  3:-NK  CONTROL  DR^'.IMGE  ACCOTOITS,    1934—,      1  v. 

Record  of  special  drainage  bank  account,    showing  name   of  banl:,   amount  of 
deposit  for  each  drainage  district,   date   of  deposit  and  balcjico   on  I-u.nd, 
Arr,  by  name   of  drainage  district.     No  index.     Kdw,      152  p,   9  x  8  x  -g-, 
Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


Reports 

313.  REPORTS  (Miscellaneous  Papers),  1925—.   2  f.b. 

Files  of  miscellaneous  re^jorts  including: 

i.   List  of  unpaid  back  ta::es  by  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  1930, 

showing  amount  of  court  decree,  and  amounts  due  or  paid  by  each 
to\aiship, 
ii,  Ilothers'  pension  vouchers,  1935 — ,  showing  v.'arrant  and  voucher 

numbers,  name  of  mother,  number  of  cl-.ildren,  amount  and  certifi- 
cation of  treasurer, 
iii.  Reports  of  bankruptcy  in  district  court,  1D32 — ,  showing  name 

and  residence  of  person  filing  petition,  case  number,  notice 
to  creditors,  and  date  of  filing, 
iv.  i:cports  of  blind  expenditures  and  payments  and  mothers'  pension 
appropriations,  1932 — ,  shwfing  dates  and  anounts  of 
appropriations  or  paj/ments. 


-  246  - 
(314,    315)  Treasurer  -  Reports 


V,     Reports  of   superintendent  of  schools  on  cancelled  non-hi^  school 
orders,    showing  date,    amount,    and  number  of  order,    name  of 
recipient,    and  date  of  cancellation. 
vi«     Reports  of   superintendent  of  schools  on  non-high   school  aind  in- 
stitute fiinds,    showing  date,    amount  and  purpose  of  receipt  or 
expenditures,    and  balsJice  available. 
vii.     Tax  forfeiture   statements,   1925-30,    showing  names  of   township  and 
taxpayer,      description  and  amount  of  tax,    total,    and  date  of 
paj'ment. 
Arr.   bv  d;:.te  of  filing.     Ho  index.     Hdw.   on  pr.   fm. ,    typed  ojid  typed  on 
pr.   fm.      11  X  5  X  14.     Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

314.  COUNTY   TREASURER  MOITTHLY  REPORT  ON  0010)1  TIOH  OF  HIGHWAY  FUIJD, 
1925— .      1  V. 

Copies  of  treasurer's  monthly  reports  to  co\inty  clerk  and  county  superii>- 
tendent  of  highways  on  motor  fuel  tax  fund,    showing  balance  on  hand,    de- 
posits for  month,    amount  of  warrsmts  cancelled  during  month,    amount  of 
warrants  outstanding,    balance  on  hand,    fund  surplus  or  deficit,   date  of  re- 
port,   and  signature  of  county  treasurer.     Arr.   by  date  of  report.     ITo   in- 
dex.    Tirpei  on  pr.   fm.     100  p.   9  x  12  x  1.     Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 

315.  AUDIT  REPORT,    1938.      1  v. 

Reports  of  certified  public  accountant  on  audit  of  county  offices,    showing 
amo\ints  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  each  office,   balance  on  hand,    said 
signature  of  accountant.     Arr.   by  schedule  no.  or  type  of  fund,     llo  index. 
Typed.      31  p.   12  x  9  x  -^,     Treas.'s  vlt.,    1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  316,  p.   249) 


nV.      SUPERimElx'DENT  OF   SCHOOLS 


The  first  county   school  official  in  De  Witt  County  was  the  county 
school   commissioner, 1     The  principal  duties  of  this  officer,    an  appointee 
of  the  county  commissioners'    court,    centered  around  the  sale  of   school 
lands.     His  reports  of   these   sales  were  made  to   the  co-unty  commissioners' 
court  and  recorded  by  its  clerk  in  a  well-"bound  book  kept  for  that  pur»* 
pose«2     Tli.e  Ssihool  commissioner  also  reported  to   the  county  commissioners' 
court  on  his  other  transactions  in  regard  to  the   school  fund, 3     Beginning 
with  the  year  1841,    the   school  commissioner  was  elected  for  a  two-year  term.^ 
In  1846   the   school  commissioner  became  ex  officio   superintendent  of  common 
schools, 5     For  his  ex  officio  duties  as  superintendent  of  schools,    the 
commissioner  received  additional  compensation  for  the  days  actually  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  these  duties, ^     In  1865  the  office  of  county  super»- 
intendeat  of  schools  was  established  as  an  independent  office,    and  had 
delegated  to  it  the  authority  formerly  vested  in  the  county  school  con>- 
missioncr,''' 

The   superintendent  of  schools  is  a  statutory  office,    now  elective 
for  a  term  of  four  years«9'  Before  entering  upon  his  duties  he  must  take 
and  subscribe  to  an  oath  and  execute  a  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  not  less 
than  $12,000  to  be  approved  by  the  county  board  or  by  the  judge  and  clerk 
of  the  county  court, 9 

In  counties   the   size  of  De  Witt   the   superintendent? s   salary  is  $3,000 
a  yeax,   payable  monthly  out  of  the   state  school  fund.     However,    the  county 
boaxd  may  allow  additional  compensation  payable  quarterly  out  of   the 
co-onty  treasury. 10     The   superintendent's  office   serves  as  the  central 
school  administrative  agency  for  the  county.     One  or  more  of  the   several 
congressional  townships  comprise  the   several  school  districts.     Within 
these  administrative  units  are  elected  boards  of   tirastees  who  have 
executive  and  financial  responsibilities  which  come  tmder  the   supervision 
of  the  county  superintendent, H     The  boards  of  trustees  appoint    their  own 


1.  R,L,   1829,   p,   150,151, 

2.  Ibid,,   p.-^  152,153, 

3.  L,    1831,  p.   175. 

4.  L.   1841,  p,   261,262, 

5.  1.   1845,   p,   54, 

6.  L.   1849,   p.   178. 

7.  L,    1865,   p,    112;    L.    1871-72,   p.   702;    L.   1889,   p,   312;    L,   1909,   p.   343. 

8.  L.   1871-72,  p.  702;    L.   1909,  p.   343;   L.   1915,   p.   628;   L.   1923,  p.   596. 

9.  L.   1909,  p.   345. 

10.  L,   1935,  p,   871, 

11,  L.  1847,  p.  1-26;  L.  1909,  p.  350;  L.  1929,  p.  745. 
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treasurers  who  also  act  as  clerks  of  the  tovmship  (or  school  district) 
boards.^ 

The  superintendent  makes  quarterly  and  annual  reports  to  the  county 
board  and  also  reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  State  Department  of  Public  Health,  the  state  fire  marshal,  and  the 
state  architect.  His  original  duties  are  the  followingi 

!•  To  soil  township  fund  lands  and  issue  certificates  of 
purchr.so . 

2.  To  oxamino  tho  complete  accounts  of  every  township 
treasurer  in  his  county  and  report  irregularities  to 
the  township  trustees. 

3.  To  conduct  a  teachers*  institute,  hold  quarterly  ex- 
aminations for  teachers'  cortifioates,  and  issue  such. 

4.  To  hold  examinations  for  normal  and  university  scholar- 
ships. 

5.  To  visit  the  public  schools  in  tho  county,  observe  methods 
of  instruction,  make  recommendations  to  teachers,  and  ad- 
vise school  officers}  to  observe  sanitary  and  safety  con- 
ditions, and  notify  trustees  and  state  authorities  of  un- 
satisfactory conditions;  to  inspect  plans  and  specif ioa^ 
tions,  and  approve  those  meeting  state  regulations. 2 

A  noteworthy  undertaking  of  the  superintendent  of  schools  is  the 
annual  teachers'  institute.  Pioneer  legislation  of  1869  provided  that 
the  school  directors  were  to  allow  school  teachers  to  attend  tho  teachers' 
institute  in  thoir  county  without  the  loss  of  time  or  pay,^  Twenty  years 
later,  the  superintendent  of  schools  was  required  to  hold  tho  institute 
annually,^  A  fund  was  set  up  for  this  purpose  which  has  continued  to  bo 
made  up  of  the  fees  received  from  applicants  for  teachers'  certificates 
and  from  teachers'  registration.  Money  from  the  fund  is  paid  out  only 
on  the  order  of  the  superintendent  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  annual 
institute.  When  tho  fund  exceeds  the  annual  cost  of  the  institute,  the 
excess  may  be  paid  out  for  special  meetings  of  teachers. ^ 


1,  L.  1927,  p.  843. 

2,  R.S.  1845,  p.  498,499)  L.  1847,  p.  122|  L.  1849,  p.  156;  L.  1853, 

p.  246,247;  L.  1855,  p.  66,67;  L.  1861,  p.  190,191;  L.  1865,  p.  119,120] 
L.  1909,  p.  347-50;  L.  1915,  p.  636-38. 

3,  L.  1869,  p.  394, 

4,  L.  1889,  p.  312. 

5,  L.  1905,  p.  385j  L.  1931,  p.  876.   . 
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Accounts  of  School  Pands 


Accounts  of  School  Funds 

316.  ACCOUNT  BOOK  OP  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS  (Distributive 
Fund),  1934 — .   1  v.   1928-33  in  Account  Book  (institute  Fund), 
entry  318. 

State  distributive  fund  record  showing  dates  and  amounts  received  from 
state  auditor,  and  amounts  credited  to  tovmship  treasurers.  Arr.  by  date 
of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  300  p.  12  x  8  x  1.  Off.  of  supt .  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 

317.  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  BUDGET  RECORD,  1925-32.  1  v. 
Budget  ledger  of  school  fund  distributions,  showing  district  number, 
assessed  valuation,  number  of  teachers,  days  of  attendance,  amounts  appro- 
priated to  various  districts  from  state  distributive  fund,  and  total 
amount  of  claims.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs. 
100  p.  16  X  22  z  1.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

318.  ACCOUNT  BOOK  (institute  Fund),  1927--.  1  v.  Missing:  1911-26. 
Record  of  institute  fund  receipts,  showing  receipt  number,  name  of  teacher, 
£iDOunts  of  registration  and  renewal  fees,  and  date  of  receipt;  includes 
gas  tax  fund,  1934-35.  Also  contains  Account  Book  of  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools  (Distributive  Fund),  1928-33,  entry  316.  Arr.  by  date  of 
receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  300  p.  12  x  8  x  1.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 

2nd  fl. 

319.  ILLINOIS  STATE  TEACHERS'  PENSION  AND  RETIREMENT  FUND,  1926—. 
1  f  .b. 

Copies  of  county  superintendent  of  schools  annual  report  to  board  of 
trustees  on  teachers'  pension  and  retirement  fund,  showing  names  of 
teachors,  district  numbers,  months  taught  during  year,  number  of  months 
constituting  a  school  year,  total  number  of  years  service  in  public 
schools  of  Illinois  and  other  states,  amount  withheld  for  pension  fund, 
monthly  salary  of  teacher,  total  salary,  affidavit  of  county  superintend- 
ent of  schools,  and  date  of  report.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  5  x  10  x  24.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

320.  STATE  TEACHERS'    PENSION  AND  RETIPiaffiNT  FmiD  RECORD,    1919-25. 
1   V. 

Teachers'  pension  record  showing  name  and  address  of  teacher,  compulsory 
or  elective  contribution,  district  number,  school  year,  monthly  salary, 
total  salary  for  year,  class,  total  amount  deducted,  and  total  number  of 
months  taught.  Arr.  by  date  of  record.  For  index,  see  entry  321.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  483  p.  9  x  13  x  3.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

321.  INDEX  (To  State  Teachers'  Pension  and  Retirement  Fund  Record), 
1919-25.  1  V. 

Index  to  State  Teachers'  Pension  and  Retirement  Fund  Record,  entry  320, 
showing  teacher's  name  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  teacher. 
Hdw.  100  p.  16  X  9  X  1/2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 
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Sal©  of  School  Lands;  School 
Districts 


322.  CASH  BOOK,  1902-28.   1  v. 

Register  of  cash  receipts  credited  to  institute  fund,  including  distribu- 
tive, tuition,  and  teachers'  association  funds,  account  with  state  treasurer, 
and  account  vdth  county  treasurer,  showing  amounts  received  and  credited  to 
each  fund,  and  dato  of  receipt.  Arr.  by  date  of  receipt.  Indexed  by  name 
of  fund.  Hdw,   75  p.  15  x  8  x  -|,  Off.  of  supt.  of  soh.,  2nd  fl. 

-  Sale  of  School  Lands 

323.  OLD  SCHOOL  REPORTS,  1841-83,   1  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  reports  including  sale  of  school  lands,  1841;  annual  reports 
of  justices  to  county  superintendent  regarding  amounts  of  fines,  foes,  and 
forfeitures  collected,  1867-83;  rjid  poll  books  imd   tally  sheets,  1841-67. 
No  obvious  arr.  No  index.   1841-55,  hdw,;  1856-80,  hdw,  on  pr,  fm. ;  1881-83, 
hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,  5^  x  11  x  24,  Off.  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

School  Districts 

324.  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  RECORD,  1917—.   3  v. 

Record  of  non-high  school  districts,  showing  description  of  district 
boundaries;  number  and  boundaries  of  voting  precincts  in  district;  proceed- 
ings and  minutes  of  non-high  school  board;  list  of  eighth-grade  graduates 
who  attended  high  school  from  non-high  school  district  with  name  of  pupil, 
address,  age,  district  number,  year  of  course,  months  attended,  amount  of 
tuition,  and  date  of  payment;  non-high  school  district  poll  books;  names  of 
bocj-d  members,  and  dates  of  election  and  expiration  of  term.   1  volume, 
1917-23,  includes  finrjicial  account  of  district  orders  issued,  and  map  of 
non-high  school  districts.  Arr,  by  subject  me.ttor.  No  index.  Hdw.  under 
pr.  hdgs,   185  -  400  p,  12  x  10  x  1  -  18  x  12  x  ^|-,   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 

325.  (CHANGES  IN  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS),  1882-1916.   1  v. 

Record  of  proceedings  of  school  trustees  and  county  superintendent  relating 
to  changes  in  school  districts  and  tax  rate,  including  township  treasurers' 
bonds,  1882-88,  and  lodger  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  1885-1904,  show- 
ing namos  of  petitioners,  trustees,  and  superintendent  of  schools,  and  dates 
of  meetings.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index,  Hdw.   500  p.  12  x  8  x  1-g-. 
Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

326.  COUNTY  NON-HIGH  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS,  no  date.   1  map. 
Political  map  shovd.ng  boundaries  of  each  school  district  in  tov-Tiship. 
10  X  7,  Printed,  Off,  of  supt,  of  sch,,  2nd  fl. 
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Teachers  Records;  Pupil 

Records 


Teachers'  Records 

327.  ACTIV3  TEACHERS'  RECORDS,  1914—.  2  v.,  2  f.h.  Title  varies: 
Teaclaors'  Permanent  Record,  2  v.,  1914-23. 

Toachors'  permanent  record  showing  name  and  address  of  teacher,  schools 
attended,  date  and  length  of  attendance,  credits,  typo  of  certificate, 
date,  place,  and  nature  of  issue,  teaching  experience,  annual  salary,  pen- 
sion pnymcnts,  and  date  of  registration  or  renewal.  1914-23,  arr.  hy  date 
of  issue;  1924--,  arr.  alph.  by  name  of  teacher.  For  index,  1914-23, 
see  entrj'-  328;  1924 — ,  no  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  V.  360  p.  10  x  15  x  1^; 
f.h.  6  X  9  X  12  1/2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

328.  INDEX  TO  TEACHERS'  PERMANENT  RECORD,  1914-23.   1  v. 

Index  to  Active  Teachers'  Records,  entry  327,  showing  name  and  home  address 
of  teachers,  and  "book  and  page  of  entry.  Arr.  alph.  "by  name  of  teacher. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs .  100  p.  15  x  10  x  1/2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

329.  REGISTRATION  AND  RE!IE1(7AL  OF  CERTIFICATES,  1919—.   19  Ml.,  1  f.h. 
Application  for  registration  and  renewal  of  teachers'  certificates,  show- 
ing application  and  certificate  numbers,  name  and  address  of  teacher,  year 
first  taught  in  state,  dates  of  birth,  registration  and  renewal,  year  of 
employment,  record  of  training  since  last  registration  or  renewal,  annual 
credit  report,  and  date  of  issue  of  certificate.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
teacher.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  15  x  19  x  2;  f .b.  12  x  13  x  24 . 
19  bdl.,  1919-36,  supt.  of  sch.  strm.;  1  f.b.,  1937—,  off.  of  supt.  of 
sch. ,  2nd  fl. 

330.  RECORD  OP  REGISTRATION  OF  TEACHERS'  CERTIFICATES,  1929-35.   1  v. 
Register  of  teachers'  certificates,  showing  date  of  registration,  name  and 
address  of  teacher,  grade  of  certificate  or  registration  number,  and  date 
of  issue.  Arr.  by  date  of  registration.  Indexed  alph.  by  name  of  teacher. 
Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  150  p.  14  x  9  x  11.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  Snd  fl. 

331.  TEACHER'S  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SERVICE  RECORD,  1930—.   6  bdl.,  1  f.b. 
Illinois  teachers'  professional  and  service  record  showing  teacher's  name, 
ago,  and  address,  number  and  grade  of  certificate,  schools  attended,,  teach- 
ing experience,  subjects  and  grades  taught,  salary,  and  amount  of  contribu- 
tions to  teachers'  pension  and  retirement  fund.  Arr.  by  date  of  entry. 

Ho  index-.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  Bdl.  8x5x1;  f.b. 5  l/2  x  11  x  24.   6  bdl., 
1930-36,  supt.  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1937 — ,  off.  of  supt.  of 
sch . ,  Snd  f 1 . 


Pupil  Records 

332.  RECORD  OF  GRADUATES,  1922—.   3  v. 
Record  of  examination  of  eighth-grade  graduates,  showing  name,  age,  and 
address  of  pupil,  date  of  examination,  grades  received  in  each  subject, 
school  district  number,  diploma  granted,  and  names  of  school  district  or 
township  and  teacher.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  pupil.  No  index.  1922-28, 
hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1929—,  hdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  150  p. 
14  X  10  X  1  1/2.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 
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333.  RECORD  IIOK-HTGH  SCHOOL  PUPILS  SEIESTER  REPORT,  1928-32.   1  v. 
Semester  reports  of  non-high  school  pupils,  showing  date,  school  district 
number,  name  of  high  school,  name,  address  eind  age  of  pupil,  subjects 
studied  and  gi ades  received,  and  signature  of  high  school  principal.  Arr. 
by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Kdw.  and  typed  under  pr.  hdgs.  50  p. 

9  X  12  X  1»  Off.  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

334.  TRUAIICY  PJDCORD,    1919—,      4  v. 

County  truant  officer's  record  showing  district  number,  name,  address,  and 
ap^e  of  child,  parent  or  guardian,  dates  of  term,  date  and  manner  of  excuse, 
dates  reported  and  notice  served,  report  to  teacher  of  serving  notice  and 
result  of  proceedings.  1919-28,  arr.  r.lph.  by  name  of  parent;  1929—,  arr, 
by  date  of  entry.  No  index.   1919-28,  hdw,  under  pr.  hdgs.;  1929—,  hdw. 
40  -  200  p.   8  X  5  X  ^  -  18  X  12  X  l^-.  Off.  of  supt, of  sch,,  2nd  fl. 


Reports 

335,  COUIITY  SUPERIKTEIIDEIIT  EX/dHMATION  RECORD,  1914—.   1  v. 
Report  of  state  examining  board,  showing  date  and  number  of  application, 
name,  address,  age,  and  preparation  of  applicant,  examination  grades,  grade 
of  certificate,  and  date  of  report,  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Typed  and  hdw.  under  pr,  hdgs,   200  p.  15  x  16  x  1.   Off.  of  supt.  of  sch., 
2nd  fl. 

336.  ILLINOIS  STATE  EXAi^NING  BO/JID  FOR  TEjXHERS'  CERTIFIC/JES,  1921—. 
1  f.b. 

Copies  of  reports  of  state  excjnining  board  to  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  on  teachers'  examinations,  shovring  name  and  address  of  teacher, 
typo  of  certificate  applied  for,  schools  or  institutions  attended,  certi- 
fied statement  of  qualifications,  record  of  high  schools  and  collej^es 
attended,  subjects  taken,  approval  or  disapproval  of  examining  board,  and 
date  of  report.  Arr,  r.lph.  by  name  of  teacher.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed 
on  pr.  fm,  12  x  13  x  24.  Off.  of  supt,  of  sch.,  2nd  fl, 

337,  DISTRI3UTI\'E  FI3ND  REPORT,  1925—.   1  f.b.,  1925-33;  1  bdl.,  1934; 
1  v.,  1935—. 

Copies  of  superintendent  of  schools  report  to  school  trustees,  showing  date, 
totr-.ls  of  district  budgets  for  school  year,  district  number,  and  total 
amount  of  budgets  for  each  district  and  tovmship.  Arr.  by  date  of  report. 
No  index,  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm,  F,b,  5  x  10  x  25;  bdl,  15  x  10  x  2;  v,  100  p, 
12  X  16  X  1.  1  f,b,,  1925-33,  1  v,,  1935—,  off.  of  supt  of  sch.,  2nd  fl.; 
1  bdl.,  1934,  supt.  of  sch,  strm.,  2nd  fl. 

For  data  on  distributive  fund  for  1903-24,  see  entry  322. 

338.  /uNNU/iL  REPORTS,  1935—.   1  f.b. 

Miscellaneous  school  reports  including  annual  report  of  county  superinten- 
dent of  schools,  1936—,  and  report  of  school  directors  of  estimated  budget 
for  district,  1938—.  Also  contains  (Trustees'  Annual  Report,  Treasurer's 
Report),  1937 — ,  entry  339;  (Claims  for  State  Aid),  1935 — ,  entry  341;  and 
(Teachers'  Annual  Reports  ), 1938— ,  entry  344.  /jrr.  by  date  of  report.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  12  x  13^  x  24.  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


Superintendent  of  Schools  -  (339-342) 

Roports 


339.  (TRUSTEES'  AMUAli  REPORT,  TREASURER'S  REPORT),  1936.   1  Ml. 
Missing:  1881-1913.  1914-35  in  Trastoes'  Report,  Annual  Report, 
Claims  for  State  Aid,  entry  340;  1937 —  in  Annual  Reports, 
entry  338. 

Tovmship  treasurer's  annual  report  for  school  trustees,  showing  district, 
township,  and  range  numbers,  iDalanco  on  hand,  amount  of  distribution,  gen- 
eral and  financial  statistics  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  date  of 
report*  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdt7.  on  pr.  fm.  15  x  10  x  2. 
Supt.  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl. 

340.  TRUSTEES'  REPORT,  AiOTUAL  REPORT,  CLAIMS  TOR  STATE  AID,  1914-35. 
21  bdl. 

Annual  reports  of  superintendent  of  schools,  showing  township  and  range 
numbers,  enrollment,  annual  salaries  of  elementary  and  high  school  teach- 
ers, length  of  service  in  district,  promotion  of  health  and  attendance, 
libraries,  general  and  financial  statistics,  list  of  receipts  and  disburso- 
monts  of  to\7nships,  teacher's  certificates,  number  of  certificates  regis- 
tered, and  districts  employing  tvo   or  mere  teachers.  Also  contains 
(Trustees'  Annual  Report,  Treasurer's  Report),  entry  339,  and  (Claims  for 
State  Aid),  1932-34,  entry  341.  Arr.  by  date  of  report.  No  index.  Hdw. 
on  pr.  fm.  15  x  10  x  2 .  Supt.  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl. 

For  subsequent  reports  of  supt.  of  schools,  see  entry  338. 

341.  (CLAIMS  FOR  STATE  AID),  1926-31.  4  bdl.  1932-34  in  Trustees' 
Report,  Annual  Report,  Claims  for  State  Aid,  entry  340;  1935 — 
in  Annual  Reports,  entrj'  338. 

School  district  reports  of  claims  for  state  aid,  sho\7ing  district  number, 
name  of  school,  total  equalized  assessed  valuation  of  all  taxable  property 
in  district,  description  of  amounts  of  school  district  levies,  number  of 
teachers  and  pupils,  attendance  record,  general  apportionment  based  on 
attendance  of  pupils,  total  amount  of  claim,  budget  outlining  educational 
expenses,  total  estimate  for  year,  affidavit  of  secretary  of  school  board, 
signatures  of  township  treasurer,  teacher,  and  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm. 
15  x  8  X  1.  Supt.  of  sch.  strm,,  2nd  fl. 

342.  RATING  SHEETS,  1937—.   2  f.b. 

Elementary  school  aJinual  report  and  rating  scale  showing  name  of  school, 
district  number,  assessed  valuation,  tax  rate,  enrollment  by  grades,  number 
of  teachers,  names  and  addresses  of  teachers  and  clerk  of  school  board, 
rating  scale,  buildings,  grounds,  equipment,  teachers',  and  pupils' 
rating,  community  relationship,  administration,  program  of  studies, 
special  points  of  merit,  and  date  approved  by  county  superintendent.  Arr. 
by  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  14  x  10  x  7  -  12  x  13|  x  24. 
1  f.b.,  1937-38,  supt.  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl.;  1  f.b.,  1939 — ,  off.  of 
supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


-  254  - 
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School  Treasurers'  Bonds | 
Correspondence 

343.  BI-MONTKLY  REPORT,  1937—.   3  bdl. 

Teachers'  bimonthly  report  to  county  superintendent  of  schools,  shovd.ng 
school  district  nuribor,  name,  age,  and  grade  Of  pupil,  total  days  of 
school  torm,  attondanco  and  deportment  record,  honor  roll,  list  of 
library  books  usod,  namo  and  address  of  toachor,  and  date  of  report, 
Arr.  by  district  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  pr,  fm»  15  x  9  x  2.  2  bdl., 
1937-38,  supt.  of  sch,  strm.,  2nd  fl.j  1  bdl.,  1939—,  off.  of  supt.  of 
sch.,  2nd  fl, 

344.  (TEiffiHERS*  /JIIIUAL  REPORTS )»   1928-37.  3  bdl.   1938—  in  Annual 
Reports,  entry  338. 

Annual  report  of  school  teachers,  shovdng  name  of  school,  district  number, 
onrollr.ont,  number  of  pupils  by  grades,  length  of  school  term,  total  and 
evora^o  daily  attendance,  total  days'  attendance  of  all  pupils  exclusive 
of  tuition  pupils,  number  of  eighth-t,rade  graduates  or  promotions,  number 
of  eloxaentary  tuition  pupils,  number  of  public  school  buildings,  number 
of  teachers  contributing  to  teachers'  pension  and  rotiremont  fund,  amount 
contributed,  number  of  volumes  in  library,  tovmship  and  range  numbers, 
dato  of  report,  and  signature  of  teachor.  Arr.  by  district  no.  No  index. 
Hdw.  on  pr.  fm.  15  x  10  x  2.  Supt.  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl. 

School  Treasurers'  Bonds 
(See  also  entry  325) 

345.  TOT.'NSHIP  TREASURER'S  BOND,  1921—.   1  f.b. 

Bonds  of  township  treasurers,  shovring  names  of  tov-oiship,  treasurer,  and 
sureties,  amount  of  bond,  approval  of  school  trustees,  affidavit  of  treas- 
urer and  sureties,  to'vvnship  and  range  numbers,  date  and  amount  of  bond, 
and  date  of  filing.  Arr.  by  dato  of  filing.  No  index.  Typod  and  typed  on 
pr.  flm.  5  X  10  X  24,  Off.  of  supt.  of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 

Corrospondenco 

346.  CORRESPONDENCE,  1931—.  5  bdl.,  1931-37;  1  f.b.,  1938—. 
Ixjtters  of  superintendent  of  schools  relating  to  functions  of  his  office, 
showing  nrjnos  of  correspondents  and  dates  of  letters,  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  correspondent.  No  index.  Typod.  Bdl.  12  x  10  x  2j  f.b.  12  x  13  x  24. 

5  bdl.,  1931-37,  supt,  of  sch.  strm.,  2nd  fl.|  1  f.b.,  1938—,  off,  of  supt. 
of  sch.,  2nd  fl. 


(Next  entry  347,  p.  257) 


XV,   SUPERirTEKDENT  OF  HIGHft'AYS 


From  1839  to  1849  the  county  conniss loners*  court  exercised  Juris- 
diction over  roads  and  bridges  in  De  Y.'itt  County. ■^  The  court  was  em- 
powered to  locate  new  roads,  to  alter  or  vacate  old  roads,  to  divide  the 
county  into  road  districts,  and  to  appoint  a  supervisor  in  each  district. 
The  construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  wore  effected  by  means  of  a 
labor  tax  levied  on  all  able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fifty}'  however,  in  1841  it  was  changed  to  twenty-one  to  fifty.*  It  was 
the  supervisor's  duty  to  summon  these  men  for  work  when  road  labor  was 
needed. 

From  1849  to  1859  the  county  court  in  De  Y/itt  County  had  control 
and  supervision  of  public  roads  and  bridges.  The  substitution  of  this 
administrative  body  for  the  old  county  commissioners'  court  effected  no 
material  changes  in  the  earlier  set  up.  The  system  of  road  districts 
was  retained  and  the  work  of  superintending  road  construction  and  main- 
tenance continued  to  be  vested  in  district  supervisors.^ 

In  1859,  when  to^wlship  organization"  was  instituted  in  Do  Witt 
County,  the  caro  and  superintendence  of  roads  became  the  responsibility 
of  the  townships.  In  1849,  legislation  enabling  the  adoption  of  this  form 
of  county  govornmcnt  had  provided  for  the  election  in  each  township  of  a 
highway  commissioner  and  as  many  overseers  of  highways  as  there  were  dis- 
tricts in  the  township.  The  commissioners  at  their  annual  meeting  deter- 
mined necessary  action  for  establishing  new  roads  and  repairing,  altering, 
or  vacating  old  roads;  the  overseers  of  highways  were  then  required  to 
carry  out  the  commissioners'  instructions.   This  system  of  road  control 
and  maintenance  obtained  until  1913  when  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
highvniys  was  first  established. ^  The  boards  of  highway  commissioners 
which  existed  prior  to  that  date  have  continued  to  function,  but  their 
powers  are  principally  subordinated  to  those  of  the  superintendent  of 
highways. 

The  superintendent  is  appointed  by  the  county  board.  The  board 
submits  a  list  of  three  to  five  candidates  to  the  State  Department  of 
Public  Y^orks  and  Buildings,  which  department  examines  the  candidates  to 


1.  L.  1819,  p.  175;  R.L.  1827,  p.  340;  L,  1841,  p.  235. 

2.  L.  1819,  p.  333;  L.  1825,  p.  130;  R.L.  1827,  p.  340,344;  L.  1841, 
p.  233. 

3.  L,  1819,  p.  334;  R.L.  1827,  p.  341,342. 

4.  L.  1841,  p.  237. 

5.  L.  1847,  p.  111-13;  L.  1849,  p.  65;  L.  1851,  p.  179. 

6.  Ibid. ,  p.  65. 

7.  LrT849,  p.  212. 

8.  L.  1915,  p.  524. 
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determine  the -person  best  fitted  for  the  office.l  The  successful  candidate 
holds  office  for  six  years  and  is  remunerated  in  a  sum  fixed  by  the  county 
beard* 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  superintendent  of  highvreiys  come  under 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings* 
However,  the  superintendent  is  subject,  upon  hearing,  to  removal  by  the  coun- 
ty board.  The  superintendent  exercises  supervision  ovor  tovmship,  county, 
and  state-aid  roads,  and  bridges  and  culverts  in  his  county,  and  is  required 
to  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  proscribed  by  the  chief  high'Jmy  engi- 
noor  of  the  state .2 

His  principal  auties  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  prepare  plans,  specifications,  and  estimates  for 
all  bridges  to  be  built  by  the  county, 

2t  To  supervise  the  construction  and  maintenance  of 
county  roads  and  bridges,  and  state-aidvToads. 

3«  To  inspect  the  highvays  and  bridges  in  each  town  or 
district  of  his  county  at  least  once  a  year. 

4«  To  advise  and  direct  the  highway  commissioners  in 
each  town  or  district  as  to  the  best  methods  of  re- 
pair, maintenance,  and  improvement  of  highways  and  bridges. 

5.  To  apT>rove  any  purchases  in  excess  of  $200  for  materials, 
machinery,  or  apparatus  to  be  used  in  rot-d  construction 
in  any  tovm  or  district .3 

He  is  required  to  keep  the  following  records t 

1.  .Records  of  contracts,  purchases,  and  expenditures  author- 

ized by  himself,  the  county  board,  or  township  commissioners* 

2.  Maps,  plats,  blueprints,  specifications,  etc,  arising 
from  his  supervision  cf  roads  and  bridges,  or  the  planning 
of  new  construction. 

3.  Accounts  of  the  funds  handled  by  his  office. 

4.  Reports  from  other  officers  or  bodies  touching  upon  the 
affairs  of  his  office;  copies  of  his  own  reports  en  the 
administration  of  his  office;  related  papers •* 


1.  L.  1921,  p.  781;  L.  1933,  p.  961.  From  1913  to  1917  the  list  was  sub- 
mitted tc  the  State  Highway  ^tmrnission  (L.  1913,  p.  524).  In  1917 

this  state  agency  was  abolished,  and  its  rights,  powers,  and  duties  v;ere 
vested  in  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Buildings,  created  in  the 
sam«  year  (L.  1917,  p.  4,16,24)# 

2.  L,  1921,  p.  782;  L.  1933,  p.  961, 

3.  L.  1913,  p.  523-26. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  525. 
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Conmissioners '  Reoord;  Construc- 
tion and  Maintenance  Records 


Commissioners'  Record 

347.   (STATE-AID  ROAD  FILES),  1931—.   1  f.b. 
F&pers  requesting  state-aid  funds,  including  resolutions  passed  by  county 
board,  certification  of  funds  needed,  request  of  superintendent  of  high- 
ways to  Department  of  Public  'vVorks  and  Buildings  for  funds,  estimates  of 
maintenance  costs,  and  letters  regarding  state-aid  roads.   Arr.  by  sub- 
ject matter.  Ko  index.  Typed,  and  typed  on  pr.  fm.   12  x  17  x  27. 
Jury  nn.,  2nd  fl« 


Construction  and  I&intenance  Records 

346.   (COUNTY  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES),  1922—.   36  rolls. 
Construction  plans  of  roads  and  bridges,  sho'wi.ng  location,  connections, 
and  material  to  be  used.   Arr.  by  road  and  sec.  nos.   No  index. 
12  X  10  X  2  -  24  X  3  X  3.   1  in.  to  25  ft.  -  1  in,  to  1  mi.  Strm.  of 
supt,  of  hiffys.,  2nd  fl» 

349.  (HIGir;iAY  CCflSIRUCTIGN) ,  1931—.   4  f.b. 

Files  of  highway  papers,  including  petitions,  dedications  of  right  of 
way,  bids,  contracts,  plans  of  proposed  constructions,  and  corres- 
pondence concerning  construction.  Arr.  by  subject  and  name  of  twp. 
No  index.   Typed,  and  typed  and  hdw.  on  pr,  fm.   10  x  5  x  16  l/2  - 
12  X  17  X  27.  3  f.b.,  1931-34,  strm.  of  supt.  of  hw^^.,  2nd  f 1. ;  1 
f.b.,  1936—,  jury  rm. ,  2nd  fl, 

350.  (EXFSIISE  CARDS),    1930—.      1  f.b. 

Labor  and  construction  expense  record  showing  name,   date,  wage  rate, 
type   of  vrork  performed  by  each  laborer,   and   claim  for   payment,     Arr, 
alph.   by  name   of  laborer.      No  index,     Hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs.      6  x  9  x  16, 
Off.    of  secretary  to  supt,    of  hwys,,   2nd  fl. 

351.  (COUNTY  COST   LEDGER),    1933—.      1  v. 

Highway  construction  and  maintenance  expense   ledger,    sho^/dng  date  and 
number  of  claim,    type   of  expense,    location  and  kind  of  vrark,   and  balance 
on  hand.     Arr.  by  date  of  claim.      No  index.      1933-35,   hdw.   under  pr.   hdgs. 
1936 — ,   typed  under  pr,  hdgs,      300  p.    12  x  18  x  2,      Jury  rm. ,   2nd  fl, 

352.  (PAID  BILLS),    1935—.      14  envelopes. 

Bills   for  all  types    of  highiray  expenses,    including  office   equipment, 
material,    and   labor,    showing  date,    amount,    purpose,    and  name   of  payee. 
Arr.    by  date   of   payment.      Uo   index.      Hdw.,    and  hdw.    and  tj-ped   on  pr.    fm. 
14  X  11   1/2  X   1/2,      Strm.    of  supt.    of  hwys.,    2nd  fl, 

353,  (COUNTY  KIGffiiAY  FUND),    1929-36,      4  v. 

Record   of  expenses   incurred  by  county  highway  department  for   labor, 
material,    and  office   supplies,    showing  date,   amounts  and  purpose,    name 
of  payee,    date   of  payment,   and  balance   on  hand,      Arr,   by  date   of  payment. 
No  index,      Hdw.      150  p,    10  x  8  x  l/2.      Jury  rm. ,    2nd  fl. 
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Allotments  and  Claims j 
Reports 


Allotments  and  Claims 

354.  COUNTY  MOTOR  FUEL  TAX  ALLOTMENT  RECORD,  1933—.   1  v. 
Record  of  allotments  from  motor  tax  fund,  showing  section,  claim,  and 
warrant  numbers,  to  whom  alloted,  amount  and  balance  on  hand,  Arr,  by 
date  of  allotment  ejid  by  sec,  no.  No  index,   1933,  hdw,  under  pr,  hdgs,; 
1934-.^  typed  under  pr,  hdgs,   125  p,  9  x  12  x  1,  Jury  rm. ,  2nd  fl, 

355.  (/iLLOTHlNT  OF  MOTOR  FUEL  Ti\X  BY  STATE),  1938—,   1  v. 

Lodgers  of  allotments  of  motor  fuel  tax  funds,  showing  date,  section  and 
claim  numbers,  amounts  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  balance  on  hand, 
Arr,  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Typed,   25  p,  12  x  15  x  l/2.  Off.  of 
socrotary  to  supt,  of  hwys,,  2nd  fl, 

356.  (HI^VAY  CL/JKS),  1934—.   3  f.b. 

Copies  of  highway  claims  filed  vdth  county  treasurer  for  payment,  showing 
number,  date,  and  class  of  claim,  naanc  of  claimant,  and  type  and  place  of 
service  rendered,  Arr.  by  claim  no.  No  index.  Typed  on  pr,  fm,,  and 
hdv^,   6  X  8  1/2  X  16,  1  f.b,,  1934-35,  strm.  of  supt,  of  hwyc,  2nd  fl.| 
2  f,b,,  1936",  jury  rm,,  2nd  fl. 

357.  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHITAYS  CUJV.   REGISTER,  1934--,   1  v. 
Register  of  claims  filed  against  highway  department  and  charged  against 
motor  fuol  tax  funds,  showing  claim  and  warrant  numbers,  name  of  claimant, 
articles  of  service,  amount,  balance  on  hand,  and  date  of  claim,  lar, 

by  warrant  no.  No  index,   1934-35,  hdvr,   under  pr.  hdgs.;  1936—,  typed 
under  pr.  hdgs.   250  p.  10  x  16  x  2,  Jury  rm.,  2nd  fl. 


Reports 

358.  COUNTY  TREASURER'S  MONTHLY  REPORT  ON  CONDITION  OF  HIGHWAY  FUND, 
COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HIGHV.'AYS.   1935—,   1  v. 
Report  of  county  treasurer  on  condition  of  motor  fuel  tax  fund,  shovdng 
balance  on  hand,  deposits  for  month,  rjnount  of  cancelled  warrants  during 
month,  balance  on  hand,  and  date  of  report,  Arr.  by  dato  of  report.  No 
index.  Typed  on  pr,  fm.  50  p.  9  l/2  x  12  x  l/2.  Off.  of  secretary  to 
supt,  of  hwys.,  2nd  fl. 


(Next  entry  359,  p,  263) 


XVI.  SURVEYOR 


The  office  of  surveyor  was  established  in  the  State  of  Illinois 
in  1821;  the  incumbent  v,ias  an  appointee  of  the  General  Assonbly,!  Dur- 
ing reooss  of  the  logislaturo,  noniaations  vrore  inade  by  the  county  com- 
missioners* court  to  the  Govornor»2  From  1835  to  1936,  tho  county  sur- 
veyor was  an  oloctod  officer  of  tho  county  olcctoratG.3  Sinco  Soptom- 
bor  1936  ho  has  boon  on  eppointoc  of  tho  county  board, 4  His  appoint- 
ment is  for  a  four-year  tern.  Ho  takes  and  subscribes  to  an  oath  which 
is  filod  in  the  county  clork's  office.  The  compensation  of  tho  suirvoyor 
is  $6  per  day  and  whon  testing  scales  a  reasonable  sum  is  allowed  for 
cost  of  transporting  apparatus  for  making  tho  tcst.5 

The  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  make  all  surveys  within  the 
bounds  of  his  county  that  ho  may  bo  called  upon  to  make  by  tho  county 
board  or  interested  persons.  Such  surveys  include  surveys  of  lands  of 
persons  requesting  the  same,  of  additions  or  subdivisions,  and  marking 
of  county  lines.  Few  changes  have  been  made  in  the  original  statutory 
requirements  for  the  duties  of  this  office.  The  surveyor  may  appoint 
one  or  more  deputies.  Any  individual  requesting  a  survey  must  employ 
hig  ovm  chainmen  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  surveyor, 

Tho  surveyor  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  v;ell-bound  book  in  v/hich 
to  record  all  surveys  made  by  him,  giving  such  information  as  the  names 
of  the  persons  whose  land  is  surveyed  and  descriptive  data  of  tho  sur*» 
voy»  This  record  is  required  to  bo  kept  by  the  surveyor  in  tho  record- 
er's offioo.  The  surveyor  also  preserves  his  field  notes  and  retains 
copies  of  plats,6 

For  surveyor's  record  mentioned  in  paragraph  above,  see  entry  108# 


1,  L,  1821,  p,  62;  R.L.  1629,  p,  172;  R.L,  1833,  p,  591. 

2,  Ibid, 

3,  LrT835,  p.  61,166;  R.S,  1845,  p.  523;  R.S.  1874,  p.  455,1050; 
L,  1903,  p,  349, 

4,  L,  1933,  p,  1104,  Effective  in  1936, 

5,  L,  1871-72,  p,  438, 

6,  L,  1821,  p.  63,64;  R.L,  1829,  p,  173;  R.L.  1833,  p,  591-93,  599,600; 

L,  1845,  p.  201;  R.S.  1845,  p,  524;  R.S.  1874,  p.  1050;  L.  1885,  p.  248; 

L,  1915,  p.  575;  L,  1933,  p,  1104, 
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(Next  entry  359,  p.  363) 


XVII.  DRAINAGE  COMvIISSIONERS 


Por  tho  purpose  of  protecting  public  welfare  and  health  the  Constit\>- 
tion  of  1870,  as  amended  November  29,  1878,  gives  the  General  Assembly 
ample  power  to  provide  laws  regulating  drainage.^  Drainage  districts  are 
quasi-public  corporationsS  and  are  charged  with  certain  governmental 
functions  in  the  reclamation  of  land  and  improvement  of  sanitation.  The 
corporate  authorities  of  the  drainage  districts  have  power  to  acquire 
rights  of  way, 3  borrow  money, 4  issue  bonds, ^  assess  damages, 6  locate, 
construct,  and  maintain  drains,  ditches,  and  levees  for  agricultural, 
sanitary,  or  mining  purposes'^'  and  levy  assessments  on  the  property  bone- 
fitod.8 

Whenever  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  lands  within  a  district  pro- 
posed to  be  organized,  t*io  are  of  lawful  age  and  represent  one  third  in 
area  of  said  lands,  or  one  third  of  such  owners  representing  a  major 
portion  in  area  of  said  lands,  desire  to  contruct  a  drain,  ditch,  levee, 
or  other  work  known  as  "drainage  or  levee  work,"  they  may  file  a  petition 
in  the  county  court  with  such  particulars  as  are  required  by  statute  and 
ask  for  the  organization  of  a  drainage  district.^  In  union  districts  the 
petition  may  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  town  in  which  the  greater  part 
of  the  district  lies. 10 

When   the  costs  of  any  proposed  drain,  ditch,  levee,  or  other  work 
authorized  by  the  drainage  act,  will  not  exceed  the  sum  of  $2,000,  the 
petition  may,  if  the  petitioners  shall  so  elect,  be  filed  with  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  county  where  the  land  to  be  affected  or  the  major 
part  of  it  is  situated;  and  the  assessment  of  damages  and  benefits  shall 
be  conducted  before  such  justice  in  the  same  manner,  as  near  as  may  be, 
as  cases  commenced  by  petition  before  a  county  court. ^ 


1.  Art.  IV,  sec.  31. 

2.  Turner  vs.  Hunt  Drainage  District  (U.S. CCA.  111.),  87  Federal 
Reporter  167, 

3.  L.  1885,  p,  83,84. 

4.  L.  1879,  p,  131,132;  L,  1895,  p,  76,125;  L.  1913,  p.  266,267;  L.  1929, 
p.  378;  L.  1933,  p.  509,510. 

5.  L.  1885,  p.  76;  L.  1895,  p.  162;  L.  1917,  p.  433,434. 

6.  L.  1879,  p.  126;  L.  1909,  p.  187;  L.  1913,  p.  263,264. 

7.  L.  1885,  p.  79,80. 

8.  Ibid.,  p.  62,84-86;  L.  1891,  p.  102;  L.  1919,  p,  446,447;  1,  1925, 
p.  365,366. 

9.  L.  1879,  p.  120,121;  L.  1885,  p.  78,93-95,110-15;  L.  1907,  p.  275, 
276;  L.  1913,  p,  261, 

10,  L.  1885,  p.  93. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  130. 
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If  the  court  grants  the  petition,  it  enters  an  order  to  that  effect 
and  appoints  three  conmissioners  to  examine  and  survey  the  proposed  lands. 
V/hen  they  have  completed  their  work  the  commissioners  nmke  a  report  to  the 
court  with  recommendations  and  copies  of  surveys,  maps,  plats,  and  esti- 
mates.  Districts  are  of  three  kinds:  regular,  luhich  is  composed  of  prop- 
erty lying  in  a  single  tovmj  union,  where  the  lands  organized  lie  in  two 
tovaas;  and  special,  with  three  or  more  tovnas  involved.  ^  It  is  in  the  last 
named  in  which  the  commissioners  may  be  elected  and  the  county  clerk  of 
the  county  in  v^ich  proceedings  are  instituted  is  clerk,  ex  officio.^ 

After  the  commissioners'  report  on  a  proposed  district  has  been  made 
the  court  completes  the  organization  by  modifying  or  confirming  this  re- 
port after  all  interested  parties  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. ^ 
Appeals  c  r  I'nrits  of  error  are  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court, ^  but  an  appeal 
by  one  or  more  persons  does  not  operate  to  defer  confirmation  in  other 
cases. ^ 

In  regular  and  union  districts,  in  counties  under  township  organi- 
zation, the  supervisor  of  the  tovm  in  vAiich  the  district  is  situated  be- 
comes the  treasurer  of  the  district,  Tflien  the  district  lies  in  tvro  tovms, 
the  supervisor  of  one  of  the  tovms,  to  be  designated  by  the  commissioners, 
becomes  the  treasurer. '^  The  county  treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the 
proceedings  for  the  organization  of  a  special  drainage  district  are  com- 
menced and  district  organized,  is  the  collector  and  treasurer  of  such 
district. S 

The  corporate  power^  of  regular  districts  is  vested  in  three  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  county  court; 10  and  in  union  districts  may  be  in 
three  commissioners  selected  by  the  toim  clerk  from  the  commissioners  of 
highways  of  the  two  to^vns.  H  Such  powers  in  special  drainage  districts 
may  be  exercised  by  three  elected  commissioners  of  the  district. ^2  i^ 


1.  L.  1679,  p.  122,155;  L.  1885,  p.  78,93-95,110-15;  L.  1907,  p.  277,278; 
L.  1913,  p.  262,263. 

2.  L.  1879,  p.  155;  L.  1885,  p.  93,94,113. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  95;  L.  1919,  p.  467;  L.  1929,  p.  290. 

4.  L.  1879,  p.  124,125;  L,  1885,  p.  94,95. 

5.  L.  1909,  p.  186,187;  L.  1913,  p.  262,263;  L.  1933,  p.  508,509;  L.  1935, 
p.  766,767. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  L.  1385,  p.  78. 

8.  Ibid. ,  p.  104. 

9.  Ibid.,  p.  121. 

10.  Ibid.,  p.  112. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  93. 

12.  L.  1879,  p.  156;  L.  1885,  p.  95. 
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re^lar  districts  the  commissioners  appoint  one  of  their  number  to  act 
as  secretary.   The  town  clerk  is  clerk  of  the  drainage  commissioners  of 
all  drainage  districts  lying  wholly  within  his  town  and  of  all  union  drain- 
age districts  the  major  portion  of  which  lies  in  his  town.   Sanitary 
districts,^  and  river  conservancy  districts  may  also  he  organized  along 
similar  lines.   The  commissioners  receive  $3  per  day  for  time  actually 
omiDloyod  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office.  However,  in 
special  districts  thoy  may  be  allowed  their  necessary  traveling  expenses.-' 
Three  kinds  of  districts,  regular,  union,  and  special  aire  me.intained  in 
De  Witt  County. 

The  following  records  belong  to  the  drainage  commissioners: 

1.  Records  of  bonds  issued. 

2.  Assessment  books. 

3.  Petitions  of  owners  of  land  to  stay  assess- 
^  monts,  orders  of  commissioners  thereon,  and 

other  proceedings. 
U.   State  auditor's  certificates  of  interest  due 
on  bonds. 

5.  Tax  lists  showing  pro  rata  share  of  levy  for 
bond  interest  (union  and  spociad  districts 
only ) . 

6.  Copies  of  reports  to  county  court  on  condi- 
tions of  district  and  estimated  expenditures; 
and  to  county  treasurer  on  delinquent  lands; 
mr.ios  CJid  plats,  sur^'oys,  and  estimates;  office 
transactions. 

The  first  two  records  are  required  to  be  kept  in  separate  books, 
the  next  three  generally  are  known  as  the  "Drainage  Record, "  and  the 
remaining  records  are  kept  desultorily. 


1.  L.  IS85,  p.  113. 

2.  L.  1915.  o.  390. 

}.  L.  1907,  p.  289;  L.  1933.  p.  515. 

4.  L.  1925,  p.  3U6. 

5.  L.  1933.  P-  506. 

o.  L.  1879.  p.  I2O-3U;  L.  IS85,  p.  78-lOU. 
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359.  BARNETT  SPECIAL  DRAIMAGE  DISTRICT,  1908—.   2  f.b.   Last  entry 
1929. 

Papers  of  Barnett  special  drainage  district,  including  petition  to  or^ani'je 
special  drainage  district,  notices  of  election,  poll  books,  tally  sheets, 
minutes  of  meetings  of  drainage  commission,  bills  and  claims  allowed,  peti- 
tion to  annex  lands,  orders  organizing  district,  assessment  of  damages, 
levy  of  special  tax,  assessment  roll,  grant  of  right  of  vray,  contracts, 
notice  of  publication  roll,  engineers'  estimate  of  cost,  maps  and  plans, 
reports  and  oaths  of  commissioners,  and  date  of  filing.  No  obvious  arr. 
ilo  index.  Hdw. ,  typed,  hdv/.  on  pr.  ftn. ,  typed  on  pr.  fm. ,  printed,  and 
hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

360.  BARiJETT  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE,  1903—.   1  v.  (A).   Last  entry  1937. 
Transcript  of  proceedings  of  Barnett  special  drainage  district,  including 
bond  for  costs  of  organization,  drainage  notice,  certificate  of  mailing 
notice  and  publication,  findings  of  c ourt,  order  appointing  comonissioners, 
reports  of  coinmissioners  and  engineers,  order  organizing  district,  elec- 
tion notice,  affidavits  of  posting  election  notice,  oaths  of  commissioners, 
report  of  special  election,  report  and  certificate  of  judges  of  election, 
orders  of  annexation,  order  of  commissioner  to  file  classification  and 
map,  grant  of  right  of  way,  contracts,  commissioners'  bonds,  minutes  of 
meetings,  and  special  assessment  tax  list,  Arr,  by  date  of  instrument. 
Indexed  alph.  by  subject  matter.  Hdw.  and  typed.   300  p.  18  x  12  x  2. 

Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl. 

361.  CLINTONIA  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT,  1904—.   2  f.b.   Last  entry 
1927. 

Original  papers  of  Clintonia  special  drainage  district,  including  all 
types  of  documents  shown  in  entry  359.   No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Nature 
of  recording  varies.   11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl. 

362.  TRANSCRIPT  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE,  1905—.   1  v.  (A).   Last  entry 
1937. 

Transcript  of  Clintonia  special  drainage  district  records,  embracing 
Barnett,  Clintonia,  and  Yv'apella  tov.-nships,  and  including  the  same  types 
of  records  shovm  in  entry  360.  Arr.  by  date  of  filing.  Indexed  alph. 
by  subject  natter.   Typed  and  hdw.   300  p,  17  x  1$  x  2,   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt.,  1st  fl. 

363.  DE  mTT  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT,  1909—,   1  f.b.   Last  entry 
1927. 

Drainage  district  papers  including  the  same  types  of  papers  as  those  list- 
ed in  entries  359  and  361.  No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   Nature  of  record- 
ing varies.   11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl, 

364.  DE  VaTT  SPECIAL  Di:.\IKAGE,  1909—,   1  v.  (A).   Last  entry  1936. 
Transcript  of  proceedings  of  De  '.iitt  special  drainage  district  in  counties 
of  De  ..itt  and  Piatt,  including  same  types  of  records  as  shown  in  entries 
;?60,  562.   Arr,  by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  by  subject  matter.   Typed 
and  hdw.   300  p.  18  x  13  x  2.   Co,  clk.'s  vlt.,  1st  fl, 

365.  FRIEND'S  CREEK  SPECIAL  DRalNAGE  DISTRICT,  1904—.   3  f.b. 
Files  of  Friend's  Creek  special  drainage  district  papers,  including  same 
types  of  papers  as  those  listed  in  entries  359,  361,  363.   No  obvious  &rr. 

No  index.   Nature  of  recording  varies.   11  x  5  x  14.   Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  f 1. 
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366.  TRANSCRIPT  SPECIAL  I3RAINAGE,  1906—.  1  v.  (2). 

Transcript  of  proceedings  of  Friend's  Creek  special  drainage  district  in 
De  Witt  and  Piatt  counties,  including  same  types  of  records  as  those  shovm 
in  entries  360,  362,  364,  Arr.  "by  date  of  proceedings.   Indexed  alph.  by 
subject  matter.  Hdw,  and  typed.  300  p.  18  x  13  x  2.  Co>  clk.'s  vlt«, 
1st  fl. 

367.  GOOSE  CREEK  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT,  1905-23.   2  f.b. 

Files  of  Goose  Creek  drainage  district  papers,  including  samo  types  of 
papers  as  those  listed  in  entries  359,  361,  etc.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Nature  of  recording  varies.  11  x  5  x  14,  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl, 

368.  TRANSCRIPT  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  GOOSE  CREEK,  1905--.   1  v.   Last 
entry  1936. 

Proceedings  of  Goose  Creek  special  drainage  district  ijd  De  Witt  and  Piatt 

counties,  including  same  types  of  records  as  those  shown  in  entries  560,  362, 

etc,  Arr.  by  date  of  subject  matter.  No  index.  Hdw,  end  typed.   300  p, 
17  X  145  X  l\,     Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

369.  HARMONY  DRAINAGE  (District),  1919-33,  1  f,b.  Last  entry  1933. 
Files  of  Harmony  drainage  district  papers,  including  same  types  of  papers 
as  those  listed  in  preceedlng  entries.  Arr,  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Typed,  11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  1st  fl.  . 

370.  NIXON  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  DISTRICT,  1908--,   3  f,b. 

Original  files  of  Nixon  special  drainage  district.  Including  same  types  of 
papers  as  those  listed  in  preceedlng  entries.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index. 
Nature  of  recording  varies.  11  x  5  x  14.  Co.  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl, 

371.  NIXON  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE,  1908-11.  1  v.  (A). 

Proceedings  of  Nixon  special  drainage  district  in  De  Witt  and  Macon  counties. 
Including  same  types  of  records  as  those  listed  in  preceedlng  entries.  Arr, 
by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  adph.  by  subject  matter.  lVpe<i«  270  p. 
19  X  13  X  2.   Co.  clk.'s  vlt.,  Ist  fl. 

372.  DRAINAGE  RECORD,  1884-1908.   1  v.. 

Record  of  meetings  and  rulings  of  drainage  commission  of  Nixon  Township, 
showing  date  of  meeting,  name  of  land  owner,  location  and  description  of 
lands,  number  of  acres,  amount  of  damages,  benefits  and  value  of  land  taken. 
Arr.  by  date  of  meeting.  No  index.   Hdw.   290  p.  14  x  9  x  I5.   Co.  clk.'s 
vlt,,  1st  fl. 

373.  TEXAS  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE  (District),  1908-12.   1  f.b. 

Files  of  Texas  special  drainage  district  papers,  including  all  types  of 
documents  listed  in  preceedlng  entries.  No  obvious  arr.  No  index.  Nature 
of  recording  varies.  11  x  5  x  14.   Co,  clk.'s  off.,  Ist  fl, 

374.  TEXAS  SPECIAL  DRAINAGE,  1909,  1  v. 

Transcript  of  procoodings  of  Texas  special  drainage  district  in  Do  Witt  and 
Macon  counties,  Including  all  types  of  records  listed  in  preceedlng  entries, 
Arr.  by  date  of  filing.   Indexed  alph.  by  subject  matter.   Typed,  300  p. 
18  X  13  X  1^.  Co,  clk.'s  vlt,,  1st  fl. 
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375.      FABliEH  CITY  SETTEE  SYSTEM,   190U-lU»      1  f.b. 
Papers  of  Farmer  City  sewer  system,    including  application  for  drainage 
improvements,   report  of  drainage  commission,    objection  to   application, 
receipts  for  clerk  costs,    receipts  of  coTinty  treasurer,   motion  for  rules 
on  o"ijections,   order  appointing  commission,    appeal  from  circuit  to   Supreme 
Court,    special  assessment  for  water  system,    assessment  roll,    contract  for 
paving,    and  motion  for  new  trial.     No  obvious  arr.     No   index.     Nature  of 
recording  varies.      11  x  5  3C  lU,      Co.    cllc, 's  off.,   1st  fl. 


(Next  entry  375,   p.    267) 


XVIII.      DSPART^ffiNT  OF  PUBHC  'rfELFARS 


Matters  relating  to  pu"blic  assistance  and  velfare  in   the  county  eire 
handled  by  the  department  of  public  welfare,    which  was  established  in 
1937  as  successor   to   the  county  commission  of  public  welfare.^     This  de- 
partment consists  of  the  s\;5)erintendent  of  public  welfsire  and  a  staff 
selected  by  him  in  accordance  with,    and  subject  to,    the  approval   of   the 
State  Department  of  Public  Welfare. 

The  county  board  submits   to   the  state  department  a  list  of  five 
residents  as   candidates  for   the  office  of  superintendent.      An  eligible 
list  of  these  candidates  is  prepared  by   the  state  department  by  competi- 
tive exainination   and  certified  to   the  county  board.      The  board  in  turn 
makes  an  order  appointing  one  of   the  eligibles  as  superintendent  of 
public  wclfaxe.2     The   salary  of  the   superintendent  of   the  departuent  of 
public  welfare  is   fixed  by  each  General   Assembly. 3 

The  superintendent  is   charged  with  all   the  executive  and  adminis- 
trative duties  and  responsibilities   of  the  department  of  public  welfare. 
He  is  subject  to   the  rules  and  regulations  of,    and  removal  by,    the  state 
agency.* 

This  officer  has  power  and  it  is  his  duty  to: 

1.  Have  charge  and  develop  plans  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  old  age  assistance. 

2.  Investigate  and   study  problems  of  assistance, 
correction,    and  general  welfare  within  his 
county. 

3.  Cooperate  with  the  State  Department  of  Public 
Welfare  in  the  operation  of  welfare  plans  and 
policies   in  his   coxinty. 

4.  Maintain   such  records  and  file   such  reports 
v/ith  the  State  Department  of  Public  Welfare  as 
that  department  may   require, 

5.  Serve  as   agent  and  executive  officer  of   the 
State  Department  of  Public   Welfare  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  all   forms  of  public   assistance 
administered  by   that  department. ^ 


1.  L.    1935-36,    First   Sp.    Sess.,    p.    70-73;    L.   1937,    p.   451. 

2.  Ibid.,    p.    451,452. 

3.  Ibid.,    p.   149;    L.    1939,   p.    200. 

4.  L.    1937,   p.    452. 

5.  L.    1935-36,    First  Sp.    Sess,,   p.    72;    L.    1937,  p.    452, 

» 
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All  the  records  of  the  coTjnty  department  are   subject  to   the  inspection 
and  supervision  of  the  agents  of  this  central  authority. 

Federal  legislation  was  enacted  in  1935  to  proviae  for  the  general 
welfare  by  establishing  a  system  of  Federal  old  age  benefits.     In  order 
to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  this  act,l  the  several  states  were 
required  to   submit  plans  for  old  age  assistance.      Illinois  passed  legis- 
lation complying  with  this  act  the  ssime  year.2     Today,    the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment pays  to  Illinois  one  hailf  of   the  sums  expended  on  old  age  as- 
sistance. 

The  department  of  public  welfare  administers  old  age  assistajice  and 
is  subject   to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the   state  department. 3     Upon 
receipt  of  an  application  the  department  makes  an  investigation  of  the 
case.     In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  department  is  allowed  to 
hold  hearings  and  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the  production 
of  papers  and  books.4 

Old  age  assistance  records  and  acco-unts  are  kept  as  prescribed  by 
the   state  department.     All  applications  and  records  in  these  matters  are 
considered  public  records. 5 

376.  (II^EX  TO  FILES),    1936—.      2  f.b. 

Card  index  to  old  age  assist?uice  files,    showing  name  and  rddress  of  appli- 
cant,   case  number,   nsjne  of  investigator,   dates  of  application  and  approval, 
and  disposition  of  case.     Also  used  as  index  to    (Old  Age  Assist3n.ce  Files, 
Active),    entry  378;    (Old  Age  Assistance  Files,   Closed),    entry  379;    and 
(Correspondence  and  Miscellojieous) ,    entry  381.     Arr.   rJLph.   by  name  of  ap- 
plicant.    Typed  on  pr.   fm.     3  x  5  x  10.     Dopt.   of  public  welfare  off., 
let  fl.,   Conklin  Bldg. 

377.  (STATISTICAL  IITOEX  AKD  KECORD  TO  FILES),    1936—.      2  f.b. 

Card  index  and  record   to  old  age  assistance  files,    showing  name  and  ad- 
dress,    applicant's  number,   marital  status,   date  of  birth,    living  arrange- 
ments,   relationship,    others  in  household,    race,    sex,    dates  of  filing,   ap- 
proval or  denial,    reinstatement,    and  district  or  township.     Also  used  as 
index  to   (Old  Age  Assistance  Files,   Active),    entry  378,    and   (Old  Age 
Assistance  Files,   Closed),    entry  379,     Arr.   by  case  no.     Typed  on  pr.   fm. 
5  X  8  X  10,     Dept,   of  public  welfare  off,,    1st  fl.,    Conklin  Bldg. 


1.  49  U.S.    Stat.    620. 

2.  L.   1935,   p.    250. 

3.  Ibid.,   p.   259,250;    L,   1935-35,   First  Sp.   Sess.,   p.  54,55;   L.    1937, 
p.   265, 

4.  L,   1935-35,    First  Sp,    Sess.,   p,   57-59;    L,   1937,   p.   267,268. 

5.  Ibid,,   p,   268,269. 
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378.  (OLD  ATrE  ASSISTANCE  FILES,  ACTIVE),  1936—.   2  f.b. 

Actire  old  age  assistance  files,  including  applicant's  consent  and  authori- 
ty to  examine  financial  records,  proof  of  age  and  naturalitation,  affidavits 
of  identity,  proof  of  citizenship,  assistance  report  of  children,  request 
for  raise  in  award,  appointment  and  reports  of  responsible  person  for  appli- 
cant, notice  of  change  of  address,  transfer  acceptance  from  foreign  county, 
report  on  real  estate  of  applicant,  request  for  insurance  information,  ap- 
plication for  permission  for  absence  from  the  state,  notice  of  appeal,  ap- 
plication for  old  ago  assistance,  investigator's  report  and  recommendation, 
svanmary  of  case,  and  social  data  card.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  sec 
entries  376,  377.  Typed  on  pr.  ftn.  10  x  14  x  28.  Dept,  of  public  welfare 
off.,  1st  fl.,  Conklin  Bldg. 

379.  (OLD  AGE  ASSISTANCE  FILES,  CLOSED),  1936—.   2  f.d. 

Closed  cases  of  applications  for  old  age  assistance,  including  investi- 
gators' reports  and  recommendations,  applicant's  consent  and  authority  to 
examine  financial  records,  proof  of  age  and  naturclitation,  affidavit  of 
identity,  proof  of  citizenship,  assistance  reports  of  children,  requests 
for  raise  in  award,  appointment  and  reports  of  responsible  person  for  ap- 
jjlicant,  funeral  directions,  statement  of  deceased  applicant,  report  on 
assets  and  liabilities  for  burial  allowances,  notices  of  change  of  address, 
transfer  acceptances  from  foroigh  counties,  reports  on  real  estate  of  ap- 
plicants, requests  for  insurance  information,  applications  for  pormisslon 
f f  r  absence  from  the  state,  notices  of  appeal,  sunmary  of  case,  social  data 
card,  and  letter  relating  to  applicant.  Arr.  by  case  no.  For  index,  see 
entries  376,  377.  Typed  on  pr.  fm.   10  x  14  x  28.  Dept.  of  public  welfare 
off.,  1st  fl.,  Conklin  Bldg. 

380.  (REGISTER),  1936—.   1  v. 

Register  of  applicants  for  old  age  assistance,  showing  date  of  application, 
applicant's  name  and  number,  rcjsidenco,  and  disposition  of  case.  Arr.  by 
cVte  of  application.  No  index,  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.   50  p.  9a  x  15  x  -g-, 
Dept.  of  public  welfare  off.,  1st  fl.,  Conklin  Bldg. 

361.   (CORRESPONDENCE  AND  MISCELLANEOUS),  1936—.   1  f.d. 
Public  vralfaro  correspondence  of  county  superintendent  and  central  officcrj 
also  contains  old  age  assistance  cases  undor  investigation,  showing  name 
rjid  r.ddrcGS  of  applicant,  case  and  application  numbers,  and  signature  of 
investigator.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  division  end  by  case  no,  thereunder. 
For  index,  sec  entries  376,  377.  Typed  and  typed  on  pr,  fm.   10  x  8  x  14. 
Dept.  of  public  welfare  off.,  1st  fl.,  Conklin  Bldg. 


(Nexb  entry  382,  p.  270) 


XIX.  COlTiTY  HOIffi 


One  phase  of  public  assistance  is  administered  by  the  county  home. 
All  county  poorhouses,  poor  farms,  and  institutions  for  the  support  and 
care  of  indigents  in  Illinois  are  known  as  county  homes.l  County  poor- 
houses  aad  farms  have  existed  in  tliis  state  under  statutory  provisions 
for  nearly  a  century.  The  legislation  creating  these  county  establish- 
ments for  the  indigent  has  changed  little  since  the  original  enactments. 
The  county  boards  of  the  various  counties  may  establish  a  county  home, 
and  aro  granted  the  follovdng  powers: 

1,  To  acquire  by  purchase,  grant,  gift,  or  devise,  a  suitable 
tract  or  tracts  upon  v/hich  to  erect  and  maintain  a  county 
poorhouse  and  other  necessary  buildings,  and  for  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  farm  for  the  omploj'mont  of  tho  poop* 

2,  To  receive  gifts  and  bequests  to  aid  in  tho  croction  and 
maintenance  of  tho  poorhouse,  or  in  the  care  of  tho  indi- 
gents, 

5,  To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  the  same, 

4,  To  appoint  a  kcopcr  of  the  poorhouse  and  all  necessary 
agents  and  servants  for  tho  management  and  control  of  the 
poorhouso  and  farm,  and  to  proscribe  their  componsation 
and  duties, 

5,  To  appoint  a  county  physician  and  prescribo  his  compensa- 
tion and  duties, 

6,  To  appoint  an  agent  to  have  the  general  supervision  and 
charge  of  all  matters  in  relation  to  the  care  and  support 
of  the  poor,  and  to  prescribe  his  compensation  and  duties, 

7,  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  the  county  home, 2 

Records  of  the  county  home  are  prepared  and  kept  by  the  keeper  (super- 
intendent) of  tho  home.  He  is  required  to  keep  an  account  showing  the  name 
of  each  person  admitted  to  the  county  poorhouso,  the  time  of  his  admission 
and  discharge,  tho  placo  of  his  birth,  and  the  cause  of  his  dependency.  Ho 
is  also  required,  at  the  same  time  each  year,  to  file  with  the  county  clerk 
of  his  county  a  copy  of  this  record  together  with  a  statement  shoiiring  the 
average  number  of  persons  kept  in  the  poorhouse  each  month  during  the  year.S 
The  compensation  of  the  superintendent  is  fixed  by  the  county  board, 4 


1,  L.  1919,  p.  699;  L,  1935,  p.  1058, 

2,  L,  1839,  p,  139;  R,S.  1845,  p,  404,405;  L.  1861,  p.  180;  R,S.  1874, 

p.  757;  L,  1917,  p,  638,639;  L.  1919,  p,  698,699;  L.  1935,  p.  1057,1058. 

3,  R.S.  1874,  p,  758, 

4,  L,  1917,  p,  639;  L.  1919,  p.  698;  L,  1935,  p.  1058, 
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382.  RECORD  OF  INMATES,  1894 — .  2  v.  Title  varies:  Almshouse  Register, 
1  v.,  1894-1900. 

Register  of  inmates  of  covmty  home,  showing  name  of  inmate,  date  and  place 
of  birth,  residence,  age,  sex,  color,  education,  occupation,  maritaJ.  status, 
nsimes  of  township,  supervisor,  and  parents  of  inmate,  date  and  number  of 
admittance  to  home,  cause  of  pauperism,  and  dates  of  discharge  and  death. 
Arr,  by  case  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  under  pr.  hdgs.  160  p.  16  x  14  x  1^. 
Front  rm.  supt.'s  residence,  1st  fl. 

383.  (RECEIPTS  AND  EXPEl^ITURES) ,  1911—.   2  v. 

Record  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  county  home,  showing  name  of  payer, 
purpose  ajid  amount  of  receipt  or  disbursement,  and  date  of  payment.  Arr. 
by  date  of  receipt  or  disbursement.  No  index.  Hdw.  184  p.  9  x  7  x  1. 
Front  rm. ,  supt.'s  residence,  1st  fl. 

384.  JOURNAL  (inventory  Record),  1932 — .  1  v. 

Lists  of  chattel  property  of  county  home,  showing  description  of  each  item, 
estimated  value,  and  date  of  inventory.  Arr.  by  date  of  inventory.  No 
index.  Hdw.  100  p.  7  x  5  x  1.  Front  rm. ,  supt.'s  residence,  1st  fl. 


XX.     TUBERCULOSIS  SAIIITABIUM  BOAED 


In  1909  the  powers  of  the  county  were  extended  to  permit  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  sanitarium  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  county  residents 
suffering  from  tuherculosis .   This  provision  was  greatly  amplified  in 
an  act  of  1915  which  described  in  detail  the  conditions  necessary  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institution  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to 
be  supported,  managed,  and  controlled. ^ 

The  act  provided  that  whenever  one  hundred  legal  voters  in  a  county 
should  petition  the  county  board  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  tuberculosis  sanitarium,  the  board  was  required  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  the  voters  of  the  county  at  the  next  regular  general 
election.  A  favorable  majority  of  all  votes  cast  upon  the  proposition 
was  necessary  for  adoption. ^  In  the  original  legislation  of  1915  the 
amount  of  the  tax  levy  was  limited  to  not  more  than  three  mills  on  the 
dollar  annually  on  all  taxable  property  in  the  county. 4  This  limit  was 
lowered  in  1923  to  two  mills, 5  and  further  reduced  in  1929  to  one  and  one- 
half  mills, °  the  present  statutory  requirement.  The  money  thus  received 
was  to  be  sot  apart  in  a  special  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Fund.''' 

The  management  of  the  sanitarium  was  vested  in  a  board  of  three  di- 
rectors appointed  by  tho  president  or  chairman  of  the  county  board  with 
the  approval  of  that  body.  The  directors  were  to  serve  for  three  years. 
Vacancies  on  tho  board  were  to  bo  filled  in  the  manner  in  which  the  origi- 
nal appointments  were  made.  Immediately  after  their  appointment,  the  di- 
rectors were  required  to  meet  and  elect  from  their  number  a  president, 
secretary,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  might  deem  necessary. ^  The 
county  electorate  voted  on  November  5,  1918,-^"  for  the  levying  of  a  tax 
to  establish  such  an  institution;  the  first  board  of  directors  was  ap- 
pointed on  June  10,  1919. ^^ 


1. 

L.  1909, 

2. 

L.  1915, 

3. 

Ibid.,  p 

4. 

Ibid,,  p 

5. 

L.  1923, 

6. 

L.  1929, 

7. 

L.  1915, 

8. 

The  firs' 

p.  162. 
p.  346-49. 
346,347. 
346. 
p.  302. 
p.  304. 

p.  346;  L.  1923,  p.  302;  L.  1929,  p.  304,305. 
first  three  directors,  however,  were  required  to  serve  for  irregu- 
lar terms  of  one,  two,  and  three  years  in  order  to  permit  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  now  director  annually.  The  particular  term  each  director 
was  to  serve  was  decided  by  lot  (L.  1915,  p.  347). 
9.  L.  1915,  p.  347, 

10.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  H,  p.  87,  see  entry  2. 

11.  Ibid.,  p.  118. 
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Today  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  are  essentially 
the  same  as  in  1916.  The  directors  have  been  given  broad  powers  in  the 
control  and  management  of  any  sanitarium,  all  dispensaries,  or  auxiliary 
institutions  and  activities  established  or  carriod  on  under  the  provisions 
of  the  net  of  1915  and  the  subsequent  logislation#l  They  aro  granted  oxclu- 
sivo  control  of  the  oxpondituro  of  all  moneys  colloctod  to  tho  crodit  of  the 
fund  and  may  receive,  in  the  name  of  the  county,  contributions  or  donations 
to  the  sanitarium  of  money  or  property.  Persons  desiring  to  make  a  donation, 
bequest,  or  devise  of  any  money,  personal  property,  or  roal  estate  nay  vest 
the  title  to  such  property  in  tho  board  of  directors  who,  upon  acceptance, 
hold  and  control  it  and  act  as  special  tmistocs.  Othermse,  all  moneys 
received  for  tho  uso  of  the  sanitarium  aro  deposited  in  tho  county  treasury 
within  a  month  after  their  rocoipt,  to  bo  drawn  upon  only  by  tho  propor  of- 
ficers upon  prosontation  of  properly  authenticated  vouchers  of  the  board 
of  directors.  Whon  such  a  deposit  is  made  tho  board  is  roquirod  to  secure 
a  rocoipt  from  the  treasurer*^ 

Since  1923,  to  insure  greater  working  efficiency,  counties  maintain- 
ing tuberculosis  sanitariums  have  been  permitted  to  convey  property  ac- 
quired for  such  purposes  to  any  adjacent  county  or  counties  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  tho  respective  county  boards  agree  on  by  a  majority  vote 
of  all  members  of  each  board.  In  the  same  year  it  was  also  provided  that 
counties  without  public  tuberculosis  facilities  might  use  f'jnds  secured 
for  that  purpose  to  give  patients  sanitarium  care  in  private  or  public 
sanitariums  of  the  state. 3  The  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Fund  of  De  Witt 
County  is  distributed  under  this  latter  provision,  as  no  county  sanitarium 
is  maintained.  Patients  are  sent  to  St.  John's  Sanitarium  and  Dr.  Palmer's 
Sanitarium,  Springfield,  Illinois* 

The  directors  are  required  to  return  to  the  county  board  monthly  a 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  making  contributions  and  donations,  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  property  so  received,  and  the  date  of  its  receipt* 
On  or  before  the  second  lionday  in  June  in  each  year,  the  directors  make  an 
annual  report  to  the  county  board,  stating  the  condition  of  their  trust  on 
the  first  day  of  June,  the  various  sums  of  money  received  from  all  sources 
and  how  and  for  what  purpose  expended,  the  number  of  patients,  and  other 
pertinent  statistics,  information,  and  suggestions.^ 


!•  L.  1915,  p.  346-49;  L.  1923,  p.  302,303;  L.  1929,  p.  304,305;  cf.  111. 
Rev,  Stat,  1939,  p.  984-88, 


2.  L.  1915,  p.  347-49, 

3.  L.  1923,  p.  303, 

4.  L.  1915,  p,  348,349, 


XXI.   FABM  BUHSAU 

De  Witt  Co-unty  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  on  Hay   25,  1918^  to  promote 
and  foster  the  social  and  economic  interest  of  persons  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture, and  to  encourage,  promote,  and  foster  cooperative  organizations  for 
the  mutual  tenefit  of  its  members.   The  memtership  of  this  bureau  is  made 
up  of  farmers  of  the  county.   A  farm  advisor  is  employed  who  cooperates 
with  the  University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  in  its  program  of 
extension  education  and  farm  studies,  and  to  work  with  farm  leaders  in 
establishing  such  organizations  as  ^^-H  clubs  and  Dairy  Herd  Improvement 
Associations. 

In  191^  Congress  inaugurated  a  program  of  agricultural  extension  edu- 
cation by  providing  for  cooperation  between  the  agricultural  colleges  in 
the  several  states  and  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, ^  The 
purpose  of  the  act  was  to  aid  in  diffusing  useful  and  practical  informa- 
tion on  subjects  relating  to  agriculture  and  home  economics,  and  to  en- 
courage the  application  of  the  same.   An  appropriation  was  made  to  each 
state  to  carry  out  the  act,  subject  to  the  assent  by  the  state  legislature 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and  provided  that  the  state  appropriate  a 
sum  equal  to  that  given  by  the  Federal  Government. 3  The  General  Assembly 
assented  to  this  act  by  a  joint  resolution  which  authorized  and  empowered 
the  trustees  of  the  University  of  Illinois  to  receive  the  grants  of  money 
appropriated  under  the  act,  and  to  organize  and  conduct  agricultural  ox- 
tension  work  in  connection  Fith  the  college  of  Agriculture  of  the  Uni- 
versity,^ 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  for  the  payment  of 
county  agricultural  advisors.  5  The  money  \t,is  appropriated  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several  county 
agricultural  advisors  of  the  state  to  apply  upon  their  salaries.  The 
vouchers  approved  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  payment  were  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the  University 
of  Illinois  that  the  requirements  of  the  act  relative  to  the  employment  of 
county  advisors  had  been  substantially  applied.   In  1928,  to  further  de- 
velop the  cooperative  extension  system  in  agriculture  and  home  economics. 
Congress  appropriated  additional  sums  of  money,  eighty  percent  of  vrhich 


1.  The  predecessor  of  the  farm  bureau  was  the  De  Witt  County  Farm 
Improvement  Association  r^hich  was  organized  February  12,  1912, 
tmd  by  change  of  name  became  known  as  the  De  Witt  Farm  Bureau 
May  25,  I9I8. 

2.  38  U.S.  Stat.  372. 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  373. 

k,     L.  1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732. 
5.  L.  1517,  p.  85. 
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were  to  be  utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  extension  sigents  in 
counties  of  the  several   states.^     The  farm  advisor  is  paid  by  the  State 
and  Federal  governments  in  a  sum  that  is  determined  by  each  appropriation.2 


1,  45  U.S.   Stat.   711. 

2.  L.   1939,  p.   154. 


XXII.   HOIvE  BUREAU 


Dfi  Witt  County  Home  Bureau  ivas  organized  in  1935  to  carry  on  adult 
education  on  all  home  economics  subjects.   The  home  economics  club  may 
participate  in  the  appropriation  for  the  fund  known  as  the  "Agricultural 
Premium  Fund,"  providing  that  such  club  conducts  at  least  one  show  or 
exhibition  of  home  economics  project  work  and  promptly  pays  in  cash  the 
premiums  awarded.  A  home  advisor  is  employed  who  cooperates  with  the 
University  of  Illinois  College  of  Agriculture,  the  State  Department  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  in  their  program 
of  extension  education  and  home  economics  studies. ■*• 

In  1915  the  General  Assembly  adopted  a  joint  resolution  accepting 
the  provisions  and  requirements  of  an  act  of  Congress,^  passed  the  pre- 
vious year,  which  act  provided  for  cooperative  extension  work  between  the 
agricultural  colleges  in  the  several  states  receiving  the  benefits  of  ap- 
propriations under  the  Federal  statute,"'  This  resolution  granted  the  trus- 
tees of  the  University  of  Illinois  permission  to  accept  the  grants  of 
money,  made  available  under  the  statute,  to  aid  in  providing  helpful  in- 
struction on  subjects  relating  to  home  economics  and  agriculture,  and  in 
payment  of  the  salaries  of  extension  agents.^ 

The  General  Assembly  appropriated  money  in  1917  to  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  payment  of  county  agricultural  advisors.   In  order  to 
further  the  cooperative  extension  system  between  the  agricultural  and  home 
economics  work,  this  appropriation  was  to  be  distributed  equally  among  the 
several  county  agricultural  advisors.  The  vouchers  were  to  be  accompanied 
by  the  certificate  of  the  agricultural  college  of  the  University  of  Illinois 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Federal  act  had  been  met.   In  1928,  Congress 
appropriated  additional  sums  of  money,  eighty  percent  of  wliich  were  to  be 
utilized  for  the  payment  of  salaries  of  extension  agents  in  counties  of 
the  several  states. °  The  home  advisor  is  paid  by  the  State  and  Federal 
governments  in  a  sum  that  is  determined  by  each  appropriation. 


1.  L.  1929,  p.  762;  L.  1931,  p.  889;  L.  1933,  p,  1085;  L,  1935,  p.  1414; 
L.  1937,  p.  1162. 

2.  L,  1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p,  732, 

3.  38  U.S.  Stat.  372, 

4.  L.  1915,  Joint  Resolutions,  p.  732, 

5.  L.  1917,  p.  85, 

6.  45  U.S.  Stat.  711. 

7.  L.  1939,  p,  154, 
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ROSTER  OF  COUNTY  OFFICERS* 

(Date  after  name  of  officer  refers  to 

date  of  commission,  \inless  otherwise  stated) 


County  Commissioners'  Court** 
(The  first  county  administrative  body,  from  1839  to  1849, 

which  consisted  of  three  elected  commissioners) 

John  Maxwell,  James  Vandeventer.  James  Vandoventer, 

John  Hughes,   May   15,  1839-*-  August  7,  1843 

Russell  Post,  John  Maxwell,  Franklin  Barnett, 

August  5,  1839  August  5,  1844 

James  Vandoventer,  John  Maxwell, 

August  3,  1840  August  4,  1845 

Franklin  B-vrnett,  William  Cottingham, 

August  2,  1841  August  3,  1846 
Timothy  Hoblett, 

August   ,  1842 


*  This  list  was  compiled  from  the  following  sources: 

A.  Secretary  of  State.   Index  Department,  Election  Returns, 
Returns  from  County  Clerk  to  Secretary  of  State.   1809-47,  78 
volumes  (1-78),  third  tier,  hay  1;  1848 — ,  53  file  drawers  (3-54), 
third  tier,  bay  2,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 

B.  Secretary  of  State.   Executive  Department. 

Certificates  of  Qualifications.  1819 — ,  22  file  drawers  (1-22), 
fourth  tier,  bay  5,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield, 

C.  (1)  Secretary  of  State.   Executive  Department  Official  Records. 
List  of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1809-1918,  5  vol- 
umes, fourth  tier,  bay  6,  State  Archives  Building,  Springfield. 
(2)  Secretary  of  State.  Executive  Department  Official  Records. 
List  of  Commissions  Issued  to  County  Officers.   1869 — ,  4  volumes, 
room  208,  second  floor,  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  Executive 
Department,  State  Capitol  Building,  Springfield. 

Where  state  records  are  incomplete  or  missing,  data  are  secured  from 
county  records;  secondary  sources  aro  used  only  when  state  and  county 
records  are  deficient  or  not  available. 

**  By  a  law  passed  in  1837,  the  three  commissioners  elected  in  1838,  or 
at  the  first  election  in  counties  organized  later,  were  to  draw  lots 
marked  one,  two,  and  three  years  to  determine  length  of  term.  There- 
after, until  1849,  one  commissioner  was  to  be  regularly  elected  each 
year  to  sorve  a  three-year  term.  For  length  of  term  of  other  county 
board  officers,  see  ch,  I,  County  Board;  for  length  of  term  of  oil 
other  officers,  see  individual  office  essays, 

1.  Commissioners  present  at  first  meeting  (Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A, 
p.  2,  4,  in  Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2).  Ma:cwcll  drew  the  ono- 
year  ticket,  Vondevonter  the  two-year  and  Hughes  the  three-year  tickets 
(ibid.,  p.  9), 


-  276  - 


-  277  - 
Roster  of  County  Officers 


County  Commissioners'  Court  (cont,) 

William  G.  Wright,  Jonn  MaXyell, 

August    2,  1847  (elected)  August     7,  1848  (elected) 

County  Court 

(From  1849  until  institution  of  township  government  in  1859, 

county  "business  was  administered  "by  the  county  judge  and 

tv;o  associate  justices  acting  as  the  county  "board) 

Daniel  Ro'b"bins,  county  judge,  Samuel  Graham,  Charles  C.  Tfatson, 

November  24,  1849,  associate  justices, 

William  Banner,  John  Maxwell,  Novem'ber     8,  1853  (elected) 

associate  justices,  William  H.  Lafferty,  county  judge, 

Novem"ber  6,  1849  (elected),  Samuel  E.  Clay,  associate  justice, 

William  Y,  McCord,  associate  justice,  December     1,  1857, 

iJovom"bor  4,  1851  (olectod)  Samuel  Graham,  associate  justice, 

Daniel' Ro'b'bins,  county  judge,  Novem'ber    19,  1857, 
Novem"ber  18,  1853, 

County  Board  of  Supervisors 

The  several  township  supervisors,  one  elected  from  each  township,  to- 
gother  with  any  additional  and  assistant  supervisors  elected  upon  propor- 
tional representation,  make  up  the  mem"bership  of  the  county  "board  of 
supervisors.  Because  these  supervisors,  severally,  are  township  officials 
and  only  as  a  group  constitute  the  county  "board,  they  are  not  commissioned 
"by  the  state  as  county  officers,  and  no  data  concerning  them,  from  which  a 
list  could  be  compiled,  are  kept  by  the  state.  For  the  same  reason,  county 
board  records,  too,  are  inadequate  for  the  compilation  of  a  complete  and 
accurate  list  of  supervisors.  Therefore,  due  to  these  and  other  limitations, 
only  those  mentioned  in  county  board  records  as  members  of  the  first  board  of 
supervisors  are  included  in  this  roster. 

De  Witt  County  voted  in  favor  of  township  organization  1,424  to  308  at 
the  election  held  November  2,  1858.   At  a  county  court  meeting  held  December 
9,  1858,  A.  L.  Barnett,  Smith  D.  Jones,  and  Daniel  Dragstrem  were  appointed 
commissioners  to  divide  the  county  into  towns. ^  Their  report,  naming  and 
bounding  thirteen  townships,  co-uld  not  be  fo-und,  but  early  supervisors'  Tec- 
cords'^  show  those  original  townships  and  their  fist  supervisors  as  follows: 

Townships  Supervisors 

Barnett  Addison  Eads 


1.  Commissioners'  Record,  v.  B,  p.  334,  in  Supervisors  Record,  sec  ontr;'-  2. 

2.  Ibid.,  p.  342. 

3.  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p.  1,  3-7,  50,  see  entry  2. 
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Townships   (cent.) 

Clinton  (Clintcnia) 

Creok 

Marion  (Do  Witt) 

Harp 

Nixon 

Douglas  (Rutledge) 

Mt.  Pleasant  (Santa  Anna) 

Texas 

Tunbridge 

Vifapella 

Wayne svi lie 

Wilson 


Supervisors  (cont.) 


William  B,  Smith 
Benjamin  Lisenby 
E.  0,  Day 
James  T,  Y/illmore 
John  D,  Hutchin 
Jonathan  Pearson 
R.  R.  Knight 
Wilson  Allen 
Hiram  Chandler 
George  A .  Hume 
Thr.mas  Robb 
Charles  Cain 


At  the  first  meeting  cf  the  first  board  of  supervisors  whf<h  began 
on  June  6,   1859,  George  A»  Hume  was  elected  chairman.  The  names  of  Clin- 
ton, i'larion,  Douglas,  and  ^H; .  Pleasant  townships  were  changed  to  Clintonia, 
De  Witt,  Rutledge,  and  Santa  Anna  respectively. 


County  Judges 


Daniel  Robbins, 

November  24,  1849, 

November  18,  1853 
William  H,  Lafferty, 

December  1,  1857 
Ad(d)ison  A.  Eads, 

December  11,  1861 
Samuel  Graham, 

December  1,  1865 
Jonathan  R.  Hall, 

November  23,  1869 
Robert  Vfelker, 

November  20,  1873 
John  J •  McGraw, 

December  1,  1877 
George  K.  Ingham, 

April  13,  1880 
George  B,  Graham, 

December  1,  1882 
George  K,  Ingham, 

December  6,  1886, 

November  26,  1890, 

November   26,   1894, 

November  22,  1898 


E.  B.  Mitchell, 

January   2, 

1902 

Lott  R.  Herrick, 

November  20, 

1902 

Fred  C,  Hill, 

November  14, 

1904, 

November  28, 

1906, 

November  14, 

1910, 

November  30, 

1914 

John  Bedinger, 

November  25, 

1918, 

November  29, 

1922 

V».  F.  Gray, 

November  26, 

1926, 

November  29, 

1930 

Rayburn  H,  Vfiison, 

> 

October  16, 

1934, 

November  30, 

1934, 

November  22, 

1938 

1,  Supervisors'  Record,  v.  C,  p,  1-4,  see  entry  2.  John  D.  Hutchin  and 
Jonathan  Pearson  are  not  recorded  as  present  at  the  first  mooting. 
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Pro'bate  Justices  of  the  Peace 
(Succeeded  by  the  county  judge  as  ex  officio 
judge  of  the  probate  court  in  I8U9) 


Fleming  G.  Paine, 

May        13,  1839, 

September    5i  1839» 

August      28,  I8U3 

Daniel  Newcomb, 

Aug-ast  27,  ISUU 


Sanuel  H.   Martin, 

August      27,    1846 

Samuel  H.  McElhineg 
August  18,  1847 


County  Clerks 
(Clerks  of  the  county  coininissioners'  court, 
county  court,  and  county  board  of  supervisors) 


John  I  (j),  HcGraw, 

May 

August 

August 

August 

December 

November 
Janes  E,  Stansburry, 

November    19t 

December 
Janes  Lisenby, 

February 

December 

November 
W.  Wallace  Graham, 

November    20, 
Augustus  V.  tisenby, 

December     1, 

December     1, 
Stephen  K.  Carter, 

Decenbor     6, 


6, 
5, 
7. 
2, 

K 

18. 


11. 

7, 

1, 

13, 


James  M,  Green, 

1839  (elected), 

November   26, 

1890 

1339     " 

Warren  Hickman, 

18'43     " 

November   22, 

I89I*, 

181+7     " 

November   30, 

1898 

I8U9, 

Weldon  Ward, 

1853 

November   20, 
Edward  F.  Campbell, 

1902 

1857, 

November   26, 

1906, 

I861 

November   25, 
Charles  F.  Kemp, 

1910 

1862 

November   30, 

I91U 

I865, 

Charles  H.  Griffin, 

I869 

November   25, 
Harold  W.  Morris, 

1918 

1873 

November   29, 
Clarence  A.  Nebel, 

1922 

1877, 

November   26, 

1926. 

1882 

November   29, 
Nolan  D.  Gentry, 

1930 

1886 

November   30, 
Harry  B.  C-ijnn, 

193^ 

December    1, 

193s 

Recorders 
(In  I8U9  the  circuit  clerk  became  recorder,  ex  officio) 


William  Lowery, 

May        13.  1839, 
August      19,  1839 

Robert  H,  Pool, 

March      lU,  18U2 


Zeno  H.  Blunt, 

Aug-ast     17,  I8U3 
Joseph  Nesbit, 

August     10,  I8U7 
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Circuit  Court  Clerks 
(Prior  to  1848,  circuit  court  clerks  appointed  by  circuit  Judges) 


John  Warren, 

September  4,  1848  (elected) 
Robert  Lo\7is, 

November  23,  1852, 

November  17,  1856 
Joseph  J.  Kelly, 

November  15,  1860, 

November  18,  1864 
William  L.  Chambers, 

November  17,  1868 
William  H.  Harrison, 

November  19,  1872, 

November  25,  1876 
James  De  Land, 

February  18,  1880 
John  T.  Carle, 

December   1,  1880 
Cyrus  J.  Carle, 

July      18,  1884 
Fredrick  L,  Harpster, 

November  20,  1884 


William  0.  Rogers, 

December 

3, 

1388, 

November 

22, 

1892, 

December 

7. 

1895 

Frank  E.  Harrold, 

November 

30, 

1900, 

November 

23, 

1904, 

November 

25, 

1908 

Elmer  Matz, 

November 

25, 

1912, 

November 

21, 

1916 

R.  G.  Mooreland 

I 

November 

15. 

1920 

Charles  L.  Jone 

s, 

November 

28, 

1924 

Minnie  D,  Lewis 

i 

November 

30, 

1928 

Lorine  Duff, 

November 

28, 

1932, 

November 

23, 

1936 

Sheriff 
(Collectors,  ex  officio,  1844  to  1859) 


Edward  W.  Fears, 

May      13, 

1839.  ^ 

August    28, 

1840, 

August    23, 

1842 

William  i/.itchel. 

August     9, 

1844, 

AUf-^ust    25, 

1845 

William  Bolin, 

August    17, 

1848 

Ezekiel  Lar.e, 

November  20, 

1850 

William  Eolin, 

November  23, 

1852 

Willisun  Fuller, 

November  16, 

1854 

Harry  H.  Merryraan, 

November  17, 

1856 

Decatur  Pool, 

November  23, 

1858 

Barzilla  Campbell, 

November  15, 

1860 

James  A.  Lafferty, 

November  21, 

1862 

Alonzo  D,  McHenry, 

November   18,  1864 
Wmt  C.  McMurry, 

November  30,  1866 
Alonzo  D.  McHcnry, 

November   17,  1868 
Thomas  Gardiner  (Jr.), 

December    5,  1870, 

November   18,  1872 
Lyman  Barnett, 

November   17,  1874 
Amos  Wcedman, 

November   22,  1876, 

December    2,  1878, 

December    1,  1880 
Thomas  Gardiner  (Jr.), 

Dccombcr    1,  1882 
Henry  C.  Henson, 

December    5,  1886 
Levi  R.  Murphy, 

November   26,  1890 
M.  B,  Neal, 

November   26,  1894 
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Sheriffs  (cont.) 


Austin  R,  Shue, 

November  22,  1898 
Cornelius  Hoff, 

November  20,  1902 
H,  A,  Campbell, 

November  26,  1906 
William  H,  .\rmstrong, 

December  1,  1910 
Leslie  E,  Forbes, 

November  30,  1914 
J,  W,  Persons, 

November  25,  1918 


Bert  G,  Taylo, 

November  28,  1922 
Charles  McNutt, 

November  27,  1926 
Fred  Callison, 

November  29,  1930 
Jesse  E,  McMurphy, 

November  30,  1934 
Claude  Barrett, 

November  25,  1938 


Isaac  McCuddy, 

IJay  13,  1839 
Henry  H,  Hall, 

August  17,  1840 
John  1.1,  Richter, 

August     9,  1842, 

August     9,  1844, 

August    27,  1846, 

August    17,  1848, 

November  20,  1850 
Benjamin  F,  Hall, 

November  23,  1852 
John  M.  Richter, 

November  16,  1854, 

November  17,  1856 
Josiah  KcFarland, 

November  23,  1858 
William  Hull, 

November  15,  1860 
J.  I'.,   Green, 

November  21,  1862 
John  G»  Morlan, 

November  18,  1864 
H.  Clay  Phares, 

March  21,  1867 
William  Y^, . Eickman, 

November  17,  1868 
Peter  J,  Sweeney, 

December  5,  1870 
William  Hefferman, 

November  20,  1871 
T,  D,  Bryant, 

November  29,  1872 


or oners 

Szekiel  Thomas 

December 

8. 

1874 

Darius  Hall, 

November 

22, 

1876, 

December 

2. 

1878 

Lafayette  Ely, 

April 

16, 

1880, 

December 

1. 

1880 

Andrew  J,  Morr 

CfW, 

December 

1, 

1882, 

December 

1. 

1884 

Cyrus  Jones, 

December 

3, 

1888, 

November 

22, 

1892 

Robert  Emery, 

December 

7. 

1896 

Cyrus  Jones, 

November 

30, 

1900, 

November 

29, 

1904 

Thomas  Milligan, 

November 

25, 

1908 

Humphrey  A,  Moore, 

November 

16, 

1912 

Charles  E,  Baker, 

November 

21, 

1916, 

November 

15, 

1920 

R.  E.  Nesbitt, 

November 

28, 

1924 

James  E,  Ely, 

November 

27, 

1928 

Lyle  L,  Crum, 

November 

28, 

1932 

Claude  Crum, 

November 

18, 

1&36 
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State's  Attorneys 
(Appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  1839  to   1848; 
elected  by  circuit  district   electorate  to   1872) 


Stephen  K.  Carter, 

November  29,  1872 
William  i^.  Kelley, 

November  25,  1876 
Edgar  S,  Van  Meter, 

June  19,  1879 
Vfilliam  H.  Booth, 

December   1,  1880, 

November   4,  1884  (elected), 

December  3,  1888 
John  ^'uller, 

November  22,  1892, 

December  7,  1896 
Arthur  F.  l/dller, 

November   3,  1900, 

November  28,  1904 


Vernell  T,  Brown, 

November  25,  1808 

Louis  ti,  VK'iiiiams, 

November  16,  1912 

Grover  c  «  Hof f , 

November  21,  1^6 

William  F.  Smith, 

November  15,  1920 

Wirt  Herrick, 

November  28,  1924, 
November  27,  1928, 
November  28,  1932 

Emerson  M,  Williams, 

November  18,  1936 


Treasurers 


Treasurers 
(Assessors,  ex  officio,  from  1844  to  1859;  supervisors 
of  assessments  1898  to  date;  collectors  1859  to  date) 


issessments 

Jesse  C,  IlcPherson, 

J.«y       17,  1839,^ 

August     5,  1839 
William  Anderson, 

August     3,  1840 
Charles  i'ialthy, 

August     2,  1841 
RobeH;  H,  Pool, 

August    — ,  1842 
William  Mitchell, 

August     7,  1843 
Absalom  Hamilton, 

August     2,  1847 
Andrew  Jackson, 

November   6,  1849 
Wm«  G»  Springer, 

November   4,  1851 
Wm«  N«  Meservey, 

November   8,  1853  (elected) 
James  E,  Stansbury, 

November   6,  1855  Selected) 


elected) 

elected) 

elected) 

(elected) 

elected) 

elected) 

elected) 

elected) 

elected) 

elected) 


James  i-isenby, 

November  19,  1857 
Burrell  T,  Jones, 

November  17,  1859,       j 

November  5,  1861  (elected] 
Edward  Porter, 

November  13,  1863,        J 

November  7,  1865  (elected) 
Thomas  Kelly,  % 

November  5,  1867  (elected), 

November  2,  1869    " 
Lor ens  D,  Hovey, 

November  10,  1871 
William  Gambrel, 

December  3,  1873, 

November  24,  1875 
James  A*  Vfilson, 

December  1,  1877, 

December  1,  1879, 

December  1,  1882 
Stephen  K,  Carter, 

January  31,  1883 


1«  Appointed,  bond  approved  (Commissioners*  Record,  v«  A,  p.  1^  in 
Supervisors'  Record,  see  entry  2)» 
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Treasurers  (cont.) 


Smith  Fuller, 

December  6,  1886 
Hugh  S.  McGill, 

Kovember  26,  I89O 
Isaah  ^ilson, 

November  26,  I89U 
Albert  W,  Rondle, 

November  22,  I898 
Joseph  T.  Maddox, 

November  20,  1902 
Cornelius  Hoff, 

November  26,  I906 
William  M.  Price, 

December  1,  I9IO 
Frank  Stontenborough, 

November   30,  I91U 


Joe  E.  Cool, 

November  I5,  1918 
David  W.  Isenhour, 

November  29,  1922 
Robert  P.  Callison, 

November  27,  I926 
Nolan  D.  Sentry, 

November  29,  I93O 
J,  Bernard  Trowbridge, 

November  28,  I93U 
Jesse  E,  McMurphy, 

December    1,  1938 


Superintendents  of  Schools 
(Schpol  commissioners  to  I865) 


John  I.(J)  McGraw, 


Kay       17, 

1839.1 

August      2, 

I8UI  (elected). 

August      7, 

I8U3     " 

August      U, 

I8U5     "    , 

November    6, 

I8U9     " 

November    U, 

I85I     " 

November    8, 

1853 

Lawrenae  77eldon, 

November    6, 

1855  (elected). 

November   I9, 

1857 

Joseph  J,  Kelly, 

November   I7, 

1859 

William  H.  North, 

November    5, 

I861  (elected) 

Jacob  S.  Hand, 

November   I5, 

I863 

S.  K.  Carter, 

December 

~~ , 

I8672 

Francis  M.  Vanlue, 

November 

13. 

I869 

Mary  Welch, 

December 

3, 

1873. 

December 

1. 

1877, 

December 

1, 

1882, 

December 

6, 

1886 

Nelson  R.  Hughes, 

November 

26. 

I89O 

Hattie  P.  Wilson, 

November 

26. 

I89U, 

November 

22, 

1898 

Thomas  C.  Wampl 

er. 

November 

20, 

1902, 

November 

26. 

1906 

1,  Appointed  (Commissioners'  Record,  v.  A,  p.  12,  in  Supervisors'  Record, 
see  entry  2) , 

2,  State  records  do  not  show  riho   was  elected  superintendent  of  schools  in 
I865.   County  board  records  show  Carter  submitting  annual  report  at  the 
December  term,  I867  (Supervisors'  Record,  v.  G,  p.  37I,  see  entry  2), 
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Sv5)erintendents  of  Schools  (cont.) 


John  L,  Costley, 

December   2,  1910, 

November  30,  1914 

Roy  Johnson, 

November     25,  1918, 

November     29,  1922 


Walter  C,  Marvel, 

October  25,    1926 

May  Porter, 

December  6,  1925, 

December  1,  1930, 

November  27,  1934, 

December  1,  1938 


Surveyors 
(Beginning  September  1936,  surveyors 
appointed  by  county  board  of  supervisors) 


Alexander  Barnett, 


May 

13, 

1839, 

August 

19, 

1839, 

August 

17, 

1843, 

August 

10, 

1847, 

November 

6, 

1849  (elected). 

November 

21, 

1851, 

November 

18, 

1853, 

November 

13, 

1855 

Oliver  Lakin, 

November 

17. 

1859 

John  S,  Brovm, 

December 

11. 

1861 

Oliver  Lakin, 

November 

13. 

1863 

David  Richards 

on, 

December 

1. 

1865, 

December 

6, 

1867 

John  S,  Brown, 

November 

13, 

1869, 

November 

30, 

1871 

David  Richardson, 

November 

24, 

1875 

Alexander  L,  Barnett, 

December 

1. 

1879, 

December 

1. 

1884 

David  Richardson, 

December  3,  1886, 

December  3,  1888 
John  S.  Brown, 

November  22,  1892 
John  Killough, 

December  7,  1896 
Arthur  Moore, 

November  30,  1900 
J.  S,  Brovm  (not  commissioned), 

December  8,  1903 
W,  H,  Penny, 

November  8,  1904  (elected) 
John  S,  Brown, 

November  3,  1908  (elected), 

November  5,  1912    " 
E.  F.  Campbell, 

November  3,  1914  (elected^ 

November  17,  1916    " 
'An.  Bates, 

November  2,  1920  (elected), 

November  4,  1924    " 
Dale  Querfeld, 

November  6,  1928  (elected^ 
Edward  F.  Campbell, 

November  8,  1932  (clectod)!- 


I 


1,      Shown  as  surveyor   (Illinois   Department  Secretary  of  State,    Official  List  of 
State  and  County  Officers,    July  1.    1939.    compiled  by  Edward  J.   Hughes,   p.   13). 
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(1821-1860) 


CHRONOLOGICAL   IND3X 
(All   figures  refer   to   entry  numbers;   underscoring 
indicates   the  ending  of  a  record 
in   the  decade  under  which  it  is  listed) 


1821-1850 

New  He cords 


30,    81 
1831-1840 


New  Records 


1-3,    27,    50-52,    53,    54,    63,    79,    82,    85,    87,    89,    118,    119,    152,    153,    156, 
199,    201,    203.    209.    210,    213,    214,    219,    220,    250,    291 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

30,  81 

1841-1850 

New  Records 

31,  32,    34,    41,    165,    183,    240,    323 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,    27,    30,    50-52,    54,    63,    79,    81,    82,    85,    87,    89,    118,    119,    152,    153, 
156,    199,    201,    203,    209,    210,    213,    214,    219,    220,    250,    291 

1851-1860 

Ne^^r  Records 

26,    37,    62,    80,    99,    105,    108,    137,    173,    187,    192,    193,    196,    211,    215, 
221,    227,    231,    233,    243,    252,    259,    260 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,    27,    30,    31,    32,    34,    41,    50-52,    54,    63,    79,    81,    82,    85,    87,    89,    118, 
119,    152,    1537"l56,    165,    183.    199,    201,    203,    209,    210,    213,    214,    219, 
220,    240,    250,    291,    323 
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(1861-1890)  Chronological  Index 

1861-1870 

New  Records 

7,  21,  33,  40,  60,  61,  90,  91,  98,  100,  103,  107,  110,  112,  148,  149, 
157,  158,  159-162,  T77,  189,  190,  195,  223,  224,  236,  262 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1-3,  26,  27,  30,  32,  34,  37,  50-52,  62,  63,  79-82,  85,  89,  99,  105, 

108,  118,  119,  137,  152,  153,  156,  I'FF,  173,  183,  187,  192,  193,  196, 

199,  201,  203,  209-211,  213-215,  219-221,  227,  231,  233,  2'".0,  243,  250, 

252,  259,  260,  291,  323 

1871-1880 

Kew  Records 

24,  25,  28,  29,  35,  36,  38,  42,  44,  45,  47,  49,  55-57,  72,  78,  83,  84, 
86,  92,  93,  109,  120^124,  129,  130,  133,  134,  139,  163,  164,  168,  171, 
172,  174-176,  180,  181,  204,  208,  216,  222,  232,  235,  245,  248,  256, 
266,  268,  269,  281,  284 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    3,    7,    21,    27,    30,    32-34,    37,    40,    50-52,    60,    63,    79,    80,    81,    82, 
85,    89^91,    98-100,    103,    105,    1077  iW,    110,    ll77  118,    119,    13rr~148, 
TT9,    152,    153,    156,    157,    159-162,    165,    173,    177,    183,    187,    189,    190, 
192,    193,    195,    196,    199,    201,    203,    209-211,    213-215,    219-221,    223,    224, 
lU,    231,    233,    240,    250,    252,    259,    260,    262,    291,    323 

1681-1890 

New  Records 

15,  106,  117,  125,  138,  167,  182,  217,  228,  230,  234,  272,  308,  325, 
372 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    7,    21,    24-29,    30,    32-35,    38,    42,    44,    45,    47,    49-52,    55-57,    63, 
72,    78-80,    82-84,    867789-93,    98-100,    103,    105,    107-110,    112,    118-124, 
129,    130,    133,    134,    lS7,    159,    148,    149,    152,    153,    156,    157,    159-165, 
168,    171,    172,    173,    174-177,    180,    181,    183,    187,    190,    193,    195,    196, 
199,    201,    203,    204,    208-211,    213-216,    219,    220-224,    227,    23TI^37T35, 
240,    245,    256,    259,    260,    262,    266,    2687^69,    281,    284,    29T7~5'?3~ 
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Chronological  Index  (1891-1920) 


1891-19  00 

New  Records 

20,    59,    71,    88,    94,    95,    102,    125,    128,    131,    178,    179,    205,    207,    225, 
■^1,    270,    271,    276,    307,    382 


Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    7,    15,    21,    24-29,    32-35,    38,   42,    44,    45,    47,    49-52,    55-57,   63, 
72,    78,    79,   80,   82-84,    86,    89-93,    98-100,    103,    105,    106,    107,    108-110, 
112,~Tl7,    118-125,    129,    130,    133,    134,    137,    138,    139,    148,    149,    152, 
153,  156,    157,    159-165,    167,    168,    171,    172,    174,    V75,    176,    177,    180, 
181-183,    187,    193,    199,   201,    203,   204,    208-211,   213-217,    220-224,    227, 
228,    230,    254,    240,    245,    256,    259,    260,   262,   266,   272,   281,    284,    291, 
308,    325,    372 


1901-1910 

New  Records 


39,    74,    96,    101,    113,    136,    169,    188,   226,    237-239,   244,    247,    253,   288, 
322,    359-368,    370,    371,    373,    374,    375 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    7,    15,    21,    24-27,    29,    32-35,    38,   42,    44,    45,    47,    49-52,    55-57, 
59,    63,    71,    72,    79,    80,   32-84,    86,   88-95,    98-100,    102,    103,    105,    106, 
108-110,    112,    118,    119-121,    122,    123-126,    128-131,    133,    134,    137,    133, 
148,    152,    153,~TF6,    157,    159TrD4,    135,    167,    168,    17T7~17'^7"r74,    176-179, 
IsT-ieS,    137,    193,    199,    201,    203-205,    207,    208,    209-211,    213-217,    220, 
221-223,   224,    225,    227,    226,    230,    234,    240,    245,    256,   259,    260,    262, 
266,    270-77?,    276,  Wl,    284,    291,    307,  "TOF,  "STE,    372,    382 


1911-1920 

New  Records 

5,    12-14,    16,    43,   46,    58,    114,    115,    127,    132,    135,    143,    147,    166, 
170,    191,    194,    229,    241,    27FB7  254,    257,    267,    273,    290,    299,    300,    305, 
320,  Tn:,    324,    327-329,    334,    335,    340,    369,    383 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    7,    15,    21,    24-29,    32,    33,    34,    55,    38,    39,   42,    44,    45,    47,    49-52, 
55,    56,    57,    59,   63,    71,    72,  7?,    79,    80,   82-gT7  88-96,    98-103,    105,    106, 
108-110,    112,    ]13,    119-121,    123-126,    128-131,    136,    137,    139,    152,    153, 
156,    157,    159-164,    167,    168,    169,    171,    172,    176-179,    181-183,    137, 
188,    193,    199,    201,    203-205,  7^,    209-211,    213-216,    217,    221-2'21?7  225, 
226,    228,    230,    234,    237-239,    244,    247,    253,    256,    259,   260,    262,    2oG, 
270-272,   276,    281,   284,    288,   291,    307,    308,   322,    325,    559-568,    370, 
371,    375,    375,    382 
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1921-1930 

New  Records 

8,    9,    19,  68,    69,    73,    97,    111,    184-186,    198,    200,    202,    206,    212,    218, 

242,    249,  258,    261,    277-279,    285,    286,    289,    292,    294-296,    301,    306, 

310,    311,  313,    317-319,    330-333,    336,    337,    341,    344,    345,    348,    350, 
353 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    5,    7,    12,    13,    14,    15,    16_,    21,    24-29,    32,    34,    35,    38,   42,   43,    44_, 
45,   46,    47,   49-52,    5^59,    63,    71,    72,    74,    79,    80,    82-84,    88-96,    98, 
99-103,   TC"5,    106,    108-110,    112,    113,    115,    119-121,    123-132,    135-1^7, 
1-13,    147,    1527T53,    156,    157,    159-164,    166-168,    170,    171,    172,    176-179, 
l"rr-183,    188,    193,    194,    199,    201,    203-205,    209-2117  2To-215,    216,    221- 
225,    225,~^6,    228-230,    234,    237-239,    241,    246,    247,    253,    2547~756, 
'^57,    259,    260,    266,    267,~270-273,    276,    281,    288,    290,~59l,    299,    300, 
305,    307,    308,    320-322,    324,    327,    328,    329,    334,    33F,    340,    359-366, 
367,    368-370,    3l57  3^ 


1931-1940 

New  Records 

4,    6,    10,    11,    17,    18,    22,    23,   48,    64-66,    67,    70,    75,    76,    77,    104,    116, 
'T5'0-142,    14T-1TS',    150,    151,    154,    155,    197,    255,    263-265,   774,    275,    280, 
282,    283,    287,    293,    297,    298,    302-304,    309,    312,    314,    315,    316,    338, 
539,    342,    343,    346,    347,    349,    351,    352,    354-357,    376-381,    384 

Records  Beginning  in  Preceding  Decades 

1,    2,    5,    7-9,    12,    13,    15,    19,    21,    24-29,    32,    34,    35,    38,   42,   43,    45, 
■:-.6,   •19-52,    56-59,    63,    68,    69,    71,    72,    73,    74,    79,    80,    82-84,    88-97, 
99,    100,    101,    102,    103,    105,    108-113,    115,    119-121,    123-132,    135-137, 
147,    152,~T53,    156,    157,    159-164,    166,    167,    168,    172,    176-179,    181-186, 
"iDo",    194,    198,    199,    200,    201-206,    209-215,    218,    221,    222,    223,    225,    226, 
228-230,    237-239,    24T7~242,    246,    247,    249,  7E^,    256,   ?r7'-261,    266,    267, 
270-273,    276-279,    281,    285,    286,    288,    289,    291,   7§^,    294,    295,    296, 
299-301,    305-307,    310,    311,    313,    317,    318,    319,    324,    327,    329,    330,    331, 
332,    333,    334-337,    340,    341,    544,    345,    348,    350,    353,    359-366,   JSE,    369, 
370,    3^,    383 


(Aba-App) 


SUBJECT  INDEX 
(Figures  refer  to  inventory  numbers  unless  un- 
derscored; underscored  figures  refer  to  pages) 


Abatement 
lists,  287 

mosquito,  district,  organiza- 
tion of,  107 
Abbreviations  and  symbols  used  in 

inventory,    127,    128 
Abstracts 

of  assessments,    29 
of  votes,   79[xviii] 
Accoucheurs,    register  of,    57 
Accounts 
See  also  Cash;   Fees;   Fund; 

Receipts  and  expendi- 
tures 
adjTiinistrators' ,    153[i] 
banlc,    couxity  collector's  register 

of  public,    282 
birth  ajid  des,th,    county 

clerk' s,    74 
conservators',    153[ii] 
of  county  funds,    collector' ^  285 
estate,    ledger  of,    183 
executors',    153[v] 
gTiardians' ,    153[iv] 
inheritance   tax,    301 
school,   non-high,    of  orders 
issued,   324 
Adkinson,   John,    special  overseer 

of  poor,    66 
Administrator 
See  also  Estate;  Executor; 
Probate  Court;   Wills 
accounts,   153[i] 

bonds,    79[xxxv],    153[i],    160,    164 
de  bonis  non 

with  will  annexed,    164 
discharge,   order  of,    182 
inventories,    153[i] 
letters,   79[xxx'/],    153[i],    159, 

160,    164,    165 
oaths,   79[xxxv],    153[i],    160,    164 
petitions,   79[xxxv],    153[i], 

160,    164 
public 

appointment,  192 


Administrator 

public  (continued) 
bond,  192 
duties,  192,  193 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 
petitions),  79[x:cv], 
153Ci],  160,  164 
reports,  153[i],  181,  182 
with  will  annexed,  164 
Adoptlon(s) 
See  also,  Juvenile 
cases,  index  to,  118 
docket,  judges' ,  185 
files,  119,  152 
record,  156 
Adult  probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
Affidavits 

character,  220[v] 

in  covmty  court,  79[ix,  xiv], 

122 
of  publication,  128,  157 
for  tax  deeds,  38,  79[v] 
witness,  199 
Agreements,  articles  of,  88[ii] 
Agricultural  statistics,  79[:dvi] 
Alimony  receipts,  258 
Allen,  James,  15,  19 
Allen,  Wilson,  aember,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
Alsop,  John  H,,  superintendent 

of  poor  farm,  65 
Anderson,  William,  20 
Annexation  of  lands  to  drainn^e 

districts,  see  Drainage 
Appeal  (s) 

bonds,  79[xivl,  122,  128, 

220 [iv],  249 
in  circuit  court,  205 
in  county  court,  79[xvi], 

177,  183 
from  Justice  of  peace  courts,  119 
from  old  age  assistance  pro- 
ceedings, 378 
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Subject  Index 


iippralsal,    estate, 

79[xxxv],    172«    173 
ADpraiser(s) 

appointment  of,    172 
■bills,    copartnership, 
153LiiiJ,    171 
oath  of,    172 
warrants  for   fees,    173 
Architects  licenses,    59 
Army,    see  Soldiers 
ArWcles  of  association, 
83Liii] 
Santa  Anna  Township 

Protective  Asso- 
ciation,  65 
Assessed  valuation, 

changes   in,    41 
Assessments 

See  Tax 
Assessor( s) 
books  (lists  of  taxable 

property),    27 
township,   bonds,    68 
Assignraent(s) ,    88[iv] 

bonds,    174 
Attachment  bonds,    249 
AttornoyC  s) 

general,    letters  on  tax 

laws,    279 
receipts  for  documents,    257 

index,    151 
state's,    see   State's 
attorney 
Auditor(3) 

reports  of  county  clerk' s 

accounts,    23 
statement  of  taxes  received 
by  county  collector, 
79Lxi] 
Awards,    widows' ,    see  Widow 

Bail  bonds,   record  of,    143 
B.illots,    see  Slection 
3anlc(  s) 
accounts 

county  clerk's  register 

of  public,    282 
county   treasurer'  s  re- 
cord of  public,    292 
assessed  valuations,    79[xxv] 
receivership,    202 
statements,    ^2 
stoakholder,    list  of, 
79[xxv] 


BarJcruptcy 
files,    88Lv] 

notice  to   creditors,    313[iii] 
reports,    313[iii] 
Bar  dockets,    circuit 

court,    236 
Baptist  Church  in  county,    11 
Barker,    F.   N. ,    51 n 
Berne tt,    A.   L.,   appointed 

commissioner  to  divide 
county  into   tovmships, 
26 ,    277 
Barnett,   Alexander,  _5 

first  county  surveyor,    17,    45 
Barnett,    Franklin,  _5 
Barnett  drainage  di"strict, 

proceedings  of,    155,    350 
Barr,    John,    18 
Bell,   John,  presidential   caii- 

didate,   12 
Bid  on  highway  construction,   349 
Bidwell,    John,  presidential 

candidate,    12 
Bills 

against  co\inty,    79[xv] 
for  divorce,    209 
Births 

See  Vital   statistics 
Blind 

examiner,    see  Examiner 
list  of,    in  state  institu- 
tions,   15 
pensions,    see  Pensions 
relief,    see'  Relief 
Blaine,    James  G, ,    presidential 

candidate,    12 
Blettsen,    John,    18 
Blue  prints,   highway,    349 
Board 

of  review,    see  Review 
school,    see  School 
of  supervisors,    County,    see 
Supervisors 
Bogardus,    Charles  B. ,    chairman, 
county  emergency  relief 
committee,    77 
Bond  Issues 

for  county  buildings,    21 

to  finance  emergency  relief,    78^ 

to  pay  county  debts,    33 

to  purchase  railroad 

stock,    79Lxxxvi] 
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Subject  Index 


(Bon-Cem) 


Bonds 

administrators',  79[xxxv], 
153[i],  160, .154 

appeal,  79[xiv],  122,  128, 
220 [iv],  249 

assessors' 
c  01111  ty,  71 
towiiship,  68,  79[ix] 

assignment,  174 

attachment,  249 

bail,  record  of,  143 

circuit  clerk's,  70,  79[ix] 

city  commissioners',  70. 

Clinton  chief  of  police,  72 

collectors' 

county,   70,   238 
tOTOiship,   79[ix],    107 

eonservators' , .79[xxrv], 
153[ii],    163 

constables!,    68,   72,   79[ix] 

contractors',   363,    367,    370 

coroners',   70,    227,    260 

county,    cancelled,    18 

county  clerk's,   70 

drainage  commissioners',    350 

executors',    153[v],    162 

guardians',   153[iv],    160,    189 

injunction,    249. 

justice  of  peace,    68,  72, 
79[ix] 

master-inrchancerys' ,    249 

officers',    township,    68, 

70,   72,   79[ix],    105, 
107,    156,    325,    345 

of  officials 

co^suxty,    69,   70,    156 
school,   79[ix] 
register,   19 

police  magistrates',    68, 
72,   79Cix] 

of  probate  appointees,    see 
under  title  of  ap- 
pointee 

probr.tion,   144,    249 


receivers 


249 


recognizance,   79[xiv], 
122,    216   . 

recorder's,    county,    70,    166 

for  sale  of  liquor,    appli- 
cations for,    65 

sheriff's,   70,   79[ix], 
223.    250 


Bonds  (continued) 

state's  attorney's,   70,    229 
s'uperintendent  of  schools^ ,    247 
supervisor  of  assess- 
ments,  71,    232 
treasurer' s 

bridge  and  road  fund,    68 
Clinton  sanitary 

district,   68 
co-unty,    241 

Rock  Creek  Cemetery,    63 
township,   79[ix],    106, 
325,    345 
Bounty 

soldiers' ,    32 
wolf,   79Cxiii] 
Bowles,   Anderson,   64 
Bowles,   Joseph,    overseer  of 

the  poor,    64 
Brainds,    see  Marks  and  brands 
Bridges,  plans  for,    348 
Brock,  Andrew,    18^ 
Brown,   Henry,    18 
Brullion,   W.  E,,    contractor,   24 
Bryan,   William  J.,    12 
Buchanan,   James,    12 
Budget,    county,   38 
Butler,    Benjamin  ?.,   presi- 
dential candidate,    12 
Butler,   Slisha,    5_ 

Cain,    Charles  S. ,   member,   first 
board  of   supervisors,   27 
Cantrall,   Jeblum,    18 
C^ias  writs,    122 
Carlin,    Thomas,    governor  of 

Illinois,    15^ 
Carr,  Eddie,    58 
Cartmill,   Mrs.  ,  ,    70 
Cash  books 
See  also  Account;   Fees;    Fund; 

Receipts  and  expenditures 
circuit  clerk's,    255 
sheriff's,    267 

svcperintendent  of   schools',   322 
Cass,    Lewis,   presidential  can- 
didate,   12 
Cemetery 

deeds,    94-97 
plats,    109 
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Census  reports 

occupational  statistics,  53 
slaves,  53 
Ci-tificctes 
So 'J  also  License 
"tlrth,  43 

index  to,  42 
to  build  court  house,  20 
j?or  citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
oliiropodists*,  58 
death,  veterans',  48 
dentists',  58 
of  discharge 

Civil  ■'.Var  soldiers*,  112 

parole,  251 
of  election,  79[rviii] 
frnr.  v/r.re house,  116 
of  incorporation,  88 [vi] 
jur:-',  7,  294 
of  levy 

:-.mster»s,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 

sheriff's,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 
of  ir^ilins,  360,  364,  366,  371,  374 
of  moral  character,    220 [v] 

index,  152 
osteopaths',  53 
patent,  60 
physicians',  53 

record  of,  56 
of  publication,  178,  179,  209, 

220[vii],  360 
of  ourchase  (tax) 

master's,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 

sheriff's,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 
of  redeription 

master's,    105,    209,    219,    220[vi] 

sheriff's,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 
of  sale 

master's,    105,    209,    219,    220 [vi] 

sheriff's,    105,   209,    219, 
220[vi] 
stellion,    88[xii] 

record  of,    113 

renevral  of,    114 
tax  sale,    39 
teachers',    330 

registration  and  renewal, 

application  for,  329 
veterinarians',  88[xiv] 
vrl'ov.'s'  pension,  79[xii] 
Chamr-aign  Iron  V.orks,  building 
contractors,  24 


Chancery,  see  Circuit  court 

Hb.  ster-  in-  chance  ry 
Chandler,  Hiram,  member,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
Chapman,  Hiram,  18 
Character  affidavTts,  220[v] 
Chart 

county  governmental  or- 

ganization,  87 
of  depositories,  11^^22 
of  records  in  depositories, 
117,118 
Chattel (si 
See  also  Personal  property 
"Tiens  on,  203,  206 
mortgages,  see  I.brtgage 
Chocks,  county'  iiighv/ay,  9 
Children,  see  Juvenile 
Chiropodis-ts'  certificates,  53 
Chiropractors,  register  of,  57 
Christian  Science  Society,  11 
Circuit  court 
appeals  to,  205 
clerk(s) 

bond  of,  70,  79 [ix] 
deputj',  appointment  of,  211 

220[ii] 
duties,  207-209 
ex  officio  recorder,  166 
office  of,  94,  95 
receipts  anT~exr)enditures, 
220[xiii'],  246,  254 
register  of  fees,  256 
roster,  280 
salary,  ^137 
dockets 
bar,  236 

chancery,  223-225 
common  law,  223-225 
criminal,  223-225 
fee  bill,  235 
judge's,  226,  227 
mechanics'  lien,  228 
trustees'  and  receivers',  2 
fee  books  (court  costs) 
chancery,  238,  240 
common  lavr,  237,  246 
confession  of  judgment, 

242,  243 
criminal  law,  239,  240 
files 

chancery,  197,  198 
index,  210 
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(Cir-Coa) 


Circuit  court 

files   (continued) 
coEiKion  lav:,    197-199 

index,  201 
criminal,  197,  212 

index,  214 
mscellaneous,  220 
first  terr.i  of,  204^ 
jurisdiction  and  functions 

of,  91,  204 
■plaintiff-deTendant  index, 

210 
records 

chancer;/,  211 
index,  196 
coramon  lav;,  203 

index,  196 
criminal,  215 
indictment,  217 
recognizance,  216 
transcripts,  222 
Citations,  199 

City  comziiissioners*  bonds,  70 
Civil  War 

discharge  certificates  of 

veterans  of,  112 
veterans,  record  of,  in 
Frank  Lovnry  Post 
#157,  117 
Claim(s) 

against  county,  1,  3,  79[xiii, 

xv] 
against  estates,  154 
index,  152 
record,  158 
high^vay,  356 

register  of,  357 
motor  fuel  tax  fund,  4,  357 
for  sheep  damages,  305 
record  of,  306 
Clay,  Henry,  12 
Clerk(s) 

county,  see  County  Clerk 

of  courts,  see  under  name  of 

specific  court 
dockets 

circuit  court,  224,  225 
county  court,  133 
of  election 

appointment  of,  1,  79[xviii] 


ClerkCs) 

of  election  (continued) 
list  of,  140 
Cleveland,  Grover,  12 
Clifton,  Josie.h,  5 
Clifton,  Nehemiah"7  5 
Clinton,  named  afteF  De  iiVitt 

Clinton,  15 
Clinton  chief  of  police, 

bond  of,  72 
Clinton  Homestead  and  Suilding 
Association,  affidavit 
to  organize,  79 [i] 
Collection  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Collector(s) 
county 

accounts  v;ith  Auditor  of 

Public  Accounts,  285 
auditor's  statement  of  taxes, 

collected  by,  79[xi] 
bonds,  70,  238 
books  (lists  of  taxable  pro- 
perty), 31,  32 
county  treasurer,  ex  officio, 

237 
duties  ancT  functions 

of,  238,  239 
register  of  public  bank 

accounts,  282 
reports,  79[xli] 
salary,  238 

settlement  record,  285,  286 
tax  receipts,  79[xxxviii],  283 
tovmship,  accounts  v/ith 

county  collector,  284 
Commission,  highvray,  49 
Commissioner(s),  of, 
coimty 
board  of,  register  of,  54 
court 
See  also  Supervisors,  County 
board  of 
duties  and  pov.'ers,  25,  85 
early  terms  of,  17 
establisliment  of,  25 
first  meeting  of,  T7 
members,  election  oT,  25 
superceded  by  county 
court,  26,  85 
drainage,  see  Dreinage 
highv/uy,  see  Kighv/ay 
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Conadssioner(s)   (continued) 

school,    see  School 
Co;.i.niitmeuts,    county  court, 

79[xiv],    122 
Conaaon  l&v*-,    see  Circuit  court; 

County  court 
Co?iplaint(s) 
docket,    276 
cg&inst  taxes,    277 
Cojidoinnation  suits,    fees 
and  bills  in,    347 
Confession 

judgment  by,  126,  204,  218 
docket,  judge's,  185 
execution  of,  199 
fee  book,  242,  243 
in  vacation,  205 
ConGro  ;i-tional  Church 

in  county,  11 
Congressional  tovrn'sKip, 

definition  of.  In 
uonservator(s) 
Seo  also  Estate;  Guardian;  Insanity; 
"""""    Probate  court 
accounts,  current,  153 [ii] 
bonds,  79[xxxv],  153[ii],  163 
discharge,  orders  of,  182 
dockets,  judge's,  185 
foe  book,  193,  194 
inventories,  153 [ii],  169,  170 
letters,  79[xxxv],  153[ii] 
oaths,  79[xxxv],  153 [ii] 
petitions,  79[x!cxv],  153[ii] 
record  (bonds,  letters,  oaths, 

petitions),  163 
reports,  153[ii],  181,  182 
Construction,  see  Bridge; 

County  property;  Highvray; 
Road 
Contor.ipt  of  court,  attachments 

for,  220 [iii] 
Contracts 

city  improvement,  128 

county,  1,  2 

drainage,  359,  361,  363, 

364,  366 
highvray,  construction,  349 
Conveyances,  land,  80 

See  also  Deeds;  Ifortgages 
Jo'frlidge,  Calvin,  12 
Cocr,:er,  Peter,  presidental 
candidate,  12 


Coppenbarger,  Jacob,  58 
Coppenbarger,  John,  5""" 
Coroner(s)         ~" 
bond,  227 

duties  and  powers  of,  97,  227 
fees,  register  of,  295~~"  ~~~ 
inquests,  270 

index,  271 
oath,  250 
office,  97 
re  cords, "^2 
salary,  227 
roster,  281 
Corre  spondence. 
See  also  Letters 
Public  vrelfare,  county  department  of, 
381 
Cost(s),  court,  see  Fee  book  under  name 

of  specific  court 
Countj'  board  of  supervisors, 

see  Supervisors, 
County  board 

clerk,  county  clerk  ex  officio, 

145 
county  coimiissioners'  court 
clerk,  85,  138 
duties  and  powers,  25, 

85,  136,  137 
early  terms,  l7 
election,  25 
first  adminTstrative  body 

25_,  136 
roster,  276,  277 
succeeded  by  county  court, 
26,  85 
county  court  as  early  ad- 
ministrative body, 
composition,  26 
early  sessions,  26 
establishment,  1^ 
succeeded  by  board  of  superb- 
visors,  85,  178 
succeeding  coun^  commiss- 
ioners* court,  26,  85 
supervision  over  roads  and 
bridges,  47^ 
of  supervisors 
adoption,  26 
committee  reports,  1 
delegation  of  duties,  28 
duties  and  powers,  28,  29 
early  meetings,  29 
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County  Board 

of  supervisors   (continued) 
proceedings,    1,    2 
succeeding  county  court,    25_,   85 
County  clork(s) 
accounts 

auditor's  report  of,    23 
bonds  of,   145,    146 
checks,    stubs  of,    issued  by,    73 
deputy,    see  Deputy 
docket,    133 

duties  and  powers  of,    146-150 
in  custody  of  records, 

149.    150 
in  election  procedure,    148 
in  issuing  of  licenses,    149 
as  keeper  of  official  bonds,   149 
in  keeping  of  vital   statistics, 

147,    148 
in  taxation  procedure,    146,    147 
ex  officio  clerk 

of  county  court,   94,    145,    184 
of  probate  court,    94,    95,    194 
first  election  for,    146 
office,    94,    95 

receipts  and  expenditures,    75-77 
register  of  fees,    78 
roster,    279 
statements 

to  county  collector  on 

forfeited  property,    285 
on  tax  delinquent  property,    285 
County  collector,    see  Collector 
County  commissioners,    sec 

Commissioners 
County  court 

appeals,    79[xvi],    177,    183 
clerk  of,    duties  of,   184 
do  elects 
clerk' s 

common  law,    133 
criminal,    133 
elEcutlon,134 
feeble-minded,    132 
inheritance   tax,    136 
insanity,    131 
judge' 3  ■ 

common  lav/,   129 


County  court 
dockets 

judge's  (continued) 

criminal,    129,    135 
judgment,   130 
justice  of  the  peace,   137 
fee  books  (court  costs) 
common  law,    139 
criminal,    139 
files 

adoption,    119 
common  law,    119 

index,   118,   120 
criminal,    79Cxvi],    122 

index,    118,    123 
dependency  and  delinquency,  119 
feeble-minded,   119 
inheritance  tax,   119 
insanity,   119 
judge, 

as  probate  judge,    ex  officio 

178 
roster,    278 
salary,    171 
Jurisdiction  and  functio:is  of, 

93,    94,    177-179 
records 

bail  bond,   143 
common  law,   121 
confession,    judgment  by,    126 
criminal,   124 
feeble-minded,   127 
inssinity,    125 
successor  to   county  comr.is- 
sioners'    court  85 
County  farm 
See  also  Almshouse;    County  home; 
Public  welfare;   Relief 
committee,   reports  of,   67,    69, 

70 
first  established,    65 
purchase  of  land  for,    65 
superintendent  of,    see 
Superintendent 
County  home 
See  also  Almshouse;    County  farm; 
Public  welfare;    Helief 
administration  of,    269 
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Comity 


Coi-.nty  home  (continued) 
estahlishment  of,  269 
lict  of  chattels  in,  384 
receipts  and  expenditures,  383 
register  of  inmctes,  381 
reports  on,  1,  79 [xv] 
superintendent,  see  Superintendent 
Counts,'  officers,  see  Oi'ficers 
County  offices,  soo  Offices 
County  orders,  see  Orders 
County  property,  insurance  on, 

21,  79[xxii] 
Covmty  superintendent  of  highv/ays, 
aee  Superintendent 
superintendent  of  public 
welfare,  see  Superintendent 
County  superintendent  of  schools, 

see  Superintendent 
County  surveyor,  see  Surveyor 
County  treasurer,  see  Treasurer 
County  v/arrants,  see'  Warrants 
Court,  see  Circuit;  Commissioners', 

County;  County;  Probate 
Court  hx)Use 

bond  issue  for,  21 
buildings  used,  1^-21 
contracts  for  construction,  19-21 
description  of,  113-115 
floor  plans,  123^176 
Co-:,  Janes  U,,   presidential 

candidate,  12 
Ci'iHinal,  see  Circuit  court;  County 
court;  Indictment;  Probation 
Cross,  Jefferson,  58 
Cross,  Solomon,  5 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  in 

county,  11 
Cundiff,  B.  L.,  6£ 
Cupi>y,  Thomas,  18 
Curtwright,  DavTd,  43 
Curtvoright,  Samuel, "5* 

Danner,  'vYilliam,  associate  justice, 
first  county  court,  26 

Davenport,  Thomas,  5_,  58 

Davin,  John  Vv',,  pre'sidontial 
candidate,  12 

Day,    Edvmrd  0,,   member,    first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 


Death(s) 
See  also  Vital  statistics 
proof  of,  159 
record  of,  166 
De  bonis  non,  see  Administrator 
Declaration  of  intention, 
see  Naturalization 
Decrees,  foreclosure,  208 
Dedication  of  right  of  vrey, 

highvvay,  349 
Deeds 
See  also  Conveyances 
cemetery,  94-97 
construction,  98 

index,  82,  83,  85 
grantor-grantee,  index  to,  82 
Maple  Grove  Cemetery,  index 

to,  82 
master's,  93,  95,  220[xiv,  xv] 

index,  82-84 
McLean  County,  record  of,  87 
mortgage 

index,  82-85 
unclaimed,  79[xvii],  86 
quitclaim,  91 

index,  82-85 
record,  89 

index,  82-85 
release,  100 
index,  82-85 
unclaimed,  86 
sheriff's,  93 

index,  82-84 
tax,  35,  92 

affidavits  for,  38,  79 [v] 
index,  82-85 
warranty,  90 
index,  82-85 
Default  judgments,  207 
Del and,  James,  72n 
Delinquent  children,  see 

Juvenile 
Delinquent  taxes,  see  Tax 
Dentist 

certificates,  53 
register  of,  57 
Department  of  public  welfare. 

County,  see  Public  welfar 
Dependent  children,  see  Juvenile 
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Depositions,    county  court, 

79[xiv,xvi],    119.   122 
Deputy  sheriffs 

appointment  of,    79[viii],   I50, 

223,    250 
oaths  of,   79[viii],   I50 
De  Witt  drainage  district, 
proceedings  of,   I56 
De  Witt   County 

agriculture,    see  industries  below 

area,   3. 

t oundari es ,   1^,    I6 

changes  in,   lU,   I6 
census,   ^ 

churches,    see  religion  below 
climate,  U 
courthouse 

bond     issues  for,    3^ 
construction  of,    sale  of  land 

for,   12*21 
cost,   21 

floor  plans,  123-I26 
Public  Works  Administration, 

application  to,  for  funds 
to  build,  21 
creation,  6,  I3 
depression  of  1929,  ^6 

effect  of,  3^3S. 
early  inhabitsmts,  |£ 
early  settlers,  origin  of,  ^ 
education 

development  of,  ^^Q_ 
legislation  concerning,  ^ 
Ordinance  of  I785,  57 
school  statistics,  S^ 
early  method  of  conducting,  ^ 
first  school  in  county,  ^ 
free,  first  established,  101 
statistics,  6l_ 
farms,  see  agriculture  under 

industries  below 
finances 

history,  ^-Uo 
taxation. 

Civil  War,  effect  of,  2I*   2^ 
1929  depression,  effect  of,  ^1 
property  valuations,  changes 
in,  Ul 


De  Witt  County  (continued) 

geological  characteristics,  S 
government 

changes  in,  26 
first  in  county,  17 
organization  of,  87 
township  form,  election 
for,  26 
industries 
agriculture 
farm 

acreage,  ]_ 
value,  ]_ 
crops,  j_ 
statistics,  ]_ 
tenants,  _6 
livestock,  7. 
employment  in,  8_ 
manufactures 
chart,  2. 
factories  in,  8_ 
value  of,  and  workers 
employed  in,  8 
inhabitants,  origin,  U 
jail(s) 

bond  issues  to  build,  2^,  24 
buildimgs  used,  22^25. 
cost  of,  22-2^ 
grand  jury  report  on,  2U 
inadequacy  of,  2U,  2^ 
location,  2. 
manufactures,  see  industries 

above 
map  of,  2_ 
negroes  in,  S 

as  part  of  other  counties,  lU 
physical  characteristics,  3_ 
pioneers,  early,  U 
politics 

county  elections,  early,  I7 
election 
precincts,  first  formed,  1S_ 
returns,  presidential,  12 
secret  ballot  box 

established,  22. 
republican  control  of,  8^ 
population 
foreign,  8_ 
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Subject  Index 


lie  Tiitt  Cotmty 

population,  (continued) 
oririn  of,  chart  of,  10 
statistics,  G,  13,  14 
public  buildings,  early,  18,  20,  21 
public  ivelfare 

count"-  farm,  first  established, 65 
effect  of  depression  of  1929 

on,  75 
emergency  reTief  statistics, 

78 ,  79 
pension 

blind,  first  provided,  73 
mother's,  first  provided,  74 
poor 

early  care  of,  64 

legislation  concerning,  64 
overseers,  early  appointment 
and  duties  of,  64 
railroads,  see  transportatTon  below, 
also  under  name  of  specific 
railroad 
religion 

churches  in  county,  11 

members!  ip,  11 
religious  denonanations,  11 
rivers  and  streams,  3 
road,  see  transportation  below 
schools,  see  education  above 
3eat  of  justice 
first  used,  16 
location  of,~T6 
nr.ninfi  of,  15 
taxation,  see~Tinances  above 
ti^pography,  4 
tov^T.ships 

boundaries,  changes  in,  27 
first  meeting,  27 
fonnation  of,  2^ 
government  first  adopted,  26,  85 
number  of,  13 
transportation 
railroad 

charters  obtained,  52 
construction,  early,  52,  53 
first  established,  52 
map,  56 
mileage,  53 

stock,  EuETcriptions  to,  32,  53 
constitutional  restriction  o? 
purchase  of,  54 


De  T<itt  County 

transportation  (continued) 
road 

districts 

first  established,  47 
supervisors 
first,  46 
duties,~T6 
mileage,  51 

supervision  of,  changes  in, 
effect  of  automobiles,  48 
Disbursements,  see  Receipts  and 

expenditures 
Disciples  of  Christ  Church  in 

covaity,  11 
Dishon,  Henry,  I¥,  _19 
Dishon,  William,  22 
Districts 

drainage,  see  Drainage 
school,  see  School 
Divorce 

bills  for,  209 
procoedings,  211 
Dockets 

court,  see  under  name  of 

specific  courtj  also 
under  title  of  docket 
of  amounts  wanted,  25 
Doctor,  see  Physician 
Dog  licenses,  64 
Douglas,  Stephen  A,,  12 
Donner,  John,  5,  18 
Doyle  estate,  700 

index,  201 
Dragstrem,  Daniel 

appointed  commissioner  to 
divide  county  into 
townships,  26_,  277 
early  tax  assessor,  18 
Drainage 
See  also  Swamp  lands 
assessment  rolls,  359-361,  366, 

370,  371 
commissioners 

appointment  of,  360,  364, 

369,  370,  375 
bank  books  and  cancelled 

checks  of,  310 
bonds,  360 
duties  and  powers,  106,  262 
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Drainage 

coiranissioners  (continued) 
minutes,  360,  363-366, 

368,  370,  372,  374 
Nixon  township,  record  of 

minutes,  372 
oaths,  363-366,  368,  371,  374 
proceedings,  360,  361 
reports,  360,  364,  367-371, 

573,  374 
resignations,  369 
salaries,  262 
district (s ) 

accounts,  journal,  311 
annexations  of  lands  to,  360, 
563-365,  369,  370 
petitions  for,  359 
Barnett,  proceedings  of,  156 
claims,  359,  363,  565,  370 
De  V/itt,  proceedings  of,  156,  364 
elections 

notices,  363,  365-368,  370,  373 
poll  books,  363,  365,  367, 

370,  373 
tally  sheets,  363,  365,  368, 

370,  373 
reports,  364,  366,  370 
Friends'  Creek,  proceedings  of, 156 
Goose  Creek,  proceedings  of,  156 
Green  Valley,  proceedings  of,  156 
Harmony,  proceedings  of,  156 
Nixon,  proceedings  of,  156 
organization  of,  360,  361 
petitions  to  establish,  260,  359, 
561,  364,  366,  3707~371, 
374 
right  of  way  grants,  363,  364,  368 
assessments  of  damages  for,  365, 
370,  371 
Texas,  proceedings  of,  156 
V/apella,  proceedings  of,  156 
bank  account  record,  312 
files,  119 
treasurer 

bond,  359,  363,  365-367,-  370 
oaths,  559,  367,  370 
reports,  359,  363,  366-368,  370 
Dunham,  Yalliajn  S.,  58 

Eads,  Addison  A«,  member,  first 
board  of  supervisors,  27,  277 
Earnings  end  expenditures^"  see  Receipts 
and  expenditures 


Edmonson,  Dr.  George,  73 
Education,  see  School 
Elect ion(s ) 

abstract  of  votes,  79[xviii] 
ballots,  absentee,  99 
candidacy,  withdrawal  of, 

79[xviiil 
certificates  of,  79[xviii] 
clerks  of 

appointments  of,  1,  79[xviii1 
list  of,  1 
commissioners,  appointment,  181 
duties,  county  clerk' s,  148,  149 
expenditures,  1 
judges  of 

affidavits  of,  f 
appointments  of,  1,  79[xTiii'f, 

98 
list  of ,"140 
nominations,  182 
poll  books,  791_xviiil,  323 

school  district,  non-high,  324 
records,  156 
register  of  voters,  99, 

220[xii] 
special 

notices  of,  1 
order  of,  79[xviiiT 
tally  sheets,  79[xviii'3 
Elliot,  Henry,  113 
Ely,  David  J.,  W 
Emergency  relief,  see  Relief 
Entry  books 

of  conveyances,  80 
of  land  patents,  81 
Equalization  of  taxes,  see  Tax 
Estate(s) 
See  also  Administrators; 

Conservators;  Executors; 
Guardians;  Probate  court; 
Real  !estate;  V.'ills 
accounts,  Icc'.f^or  ^f,    ICo 
appraisement  of,  79[xxxv1, 

172,  173 
claims  against,  154 

index,  152 
dockets,  191,  192 
insolvent,  174,  175 
inventories  of,  153[i'»,  167, 

173 
record,  156 
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Subject  Index 


Estete(s)  (continued) 
sale   of  -  property, 

court  orders  for,    79[xxxv] 
report  of,   79[xxxv] 
Est-'c.y 

notices,   62,    79[xxix] 
record,   63 
E;;r.;.unations,    see   Pupils;    Teachers 
Eizar.iiner  of  thoTFlind 
&]•■  oc  intiTie  nt ,   109 
duties,    109 
axe out ion 
dockets 

circuit  court,   230,    233 
sheriff's,    259 
of  judgments,    79,    199,    220[viii] 
Ii:GCutor(s ) 
Sec  clso  Adiidnistraticn;   Estate; 
Probate   court;   Wills 
accounts,   153 [v] 
bonds,    153 [v],    162 
discliarse,   order  of,   182 
inventories,   153 [v] 
letters,   153 [v],    159,   162 
oaths,    153 [v],    162 
petitions,   153  [v],   162 
record  (bonds,    letters,   oaths, 
petitions),   153 [v],   162 
report  record,   153 [v],   181 
reports,   final,   182 
Sbq^ejiditures 
See  also  Receipts  and  expenditures 
"liislroiay,   record  of,    350-352 
Itxbor,   material,   and  office 
supplies,    353 
Ercplanatory  notes  to   inventory,    127-129 

i'arm 
bureau 

appropriations  for,  273 
creation  of,  273 
lease,  index,  80 
names,  register  of,  115 
prices,  1929  collapse  of,  36 
v.T.roliouse  certificates,  ll'JT' 
i'^armer  City,  3_ 

sewer  system  files  for,  375 
Fcr.rs,  E.  W,,  first  sheriff,  17_, 

44,  44n 
Foe  books 

court,  see  under  name  of  specific 

court 
guardians*  and  consearvators', 
193,  194 


Feeble-minded 
care  of,  71 
docket,  iTT 

judge's,  132 
documents,  119 
files,  118,  152 
findings  and  orders,  127 
list  of,  in  state  institutions,] 
15 
Fell,  Jesse  W.,  12,  15,  15n,  19 
Fell,  K.  H.,  45 
Fees 
See  also  Accounts;  Cash;  Fundsj 

Receipts  and  expenditures! 
coroner's,  register,  295 
county  clerk's  register  of,  78 
jury,  295 
register  of,  county 

treasurer's,  308 
witness,  136,  199,  209,  213, 
220[i],  237-239, 
244,  295 
Fenton,  Kelinda,  43 
Fillmore,  Millard,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Final  papers,  see  certificates 

under  N'a'turalization 
Financial  records,  see  Accounts; 
Cash;  Costs;  Fees;  Funds; 
Receipts  and  expenditures 
Findings  and  orders 
board  of  review,  276 
drainage  district  proceedings, 

360,  371 
feeble-minded  cases,  127 
insanity,  127,  132 
Foreign  transcripts,  88[xiii] 
Forfeited  lands,  redemption  of, 

79[xxxix] 
Foster,  J,  W.,  70 
Frank  Lowry  PosT*#157,  record  of 

Civil  War  veterans  in,  117j 
Franklin,  James,  70 
Freemont,  John  C,,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Friends  Creek,  drainage  district 
files,  156 
proceedings  of,  366 
Fruit,  Thomas,  18 
Funds 
See  also  Accounts;  Cosh;  Fees; 

ileceipts  and  expenditureal 
county,   treasurer's  ledger 
of,    293 
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Funds  (continued) 
highway 

claims   against,    356 
register  of,    credited  to  motor 
fuel    t?jc  fund,    308 
institute 
record  of,    318 

register  of  cash  receipts  credited 
to,    322 
motor  fuel   tax 
allotment  of 
ledger,    355 

claim  numbers,    354,    357 
record,    304,    354 
vouchers   of,    302 
checks,    cancelled,    issued 
against,   10 
stubs  of,    11 
claims   against,    4,    357 
receipts  and  disbursements,    355 
warrants,    cancelled,    358 
pension 
teachers' 

contributions  to,    331 
number  contributing,    344 
reports  on,    319 
school,    distributive 

appropriations   to  school  districts, 

317 
budget  ledger  of,   317 
claims   ag^.inst,    317 
teachers'    institute,    248 
trust,    authorization  of  co-onty 

treasurer  to  pay,  299 
tuberculosis,  vouchers  pnj'^.ble 
from,  16 

Gsrfield,    James  A.,    12 

frifts,   property  transfers   to   county 

for  ch?xitable  purposes,    65 
Glenn,    John  P.,   _5 
'jrl  onn ,    Sejnuel  P . ,    18_ 
Goldsmith,    Benjamin,    55 
Goose  drainr^e  district 

files   of,    367 

petition   to  organize,    368 

proceedings  of,    156 
Governaent.al  organization   in 

De  ^/itt  County,   87 
Grrnd  jury,    see   Jury 
Grant,    Ulysses   3,,    12 


Grantor-grantee  index,    82 
Greeley,   Horace,   presidential 

candidate,   12 
Green  drainage  district, 

proceedings  of,    156 
Gridley,    A.,    and  Company,    23,    34 
Guardian(s) 
See  also   Conservator;   Estate; 
Minors;   Probate  court 
accounts,   153Liv] 
ap-DOintment,    193 
bonds,    153LivTr'l60 
discharge,   order  of,   182 
docket,    189 

bond  and  settlement,   190 
judge' s,   185 
fee  book,   193, _194 
inventory,    155Liv],    168,    169 
letters,   153[iv],   160,   165 
oaths,    153Liv],    160.     . 
record  (bonds,    letters,   oaths, 
.  petitions),    153Liv,    160 
reports,    ISSCiv],    181,    182 

Hall,   Mahlon,    5 
Hamilton,    A.,    44,    45 
Hancock,    W,   S, ,   presidential 

candidate,   1^ 
Hanger,    Frederick  23n 
Harding,    Warren  G. ,   12 
Harmony  drainage  district 

files  of,    369 

proceedings  of,    156 
Harp,   Joseph,   5 
Harp,    Tyre,    5 
Harris,    Thomas,    66 
Harrison,    Benjamin,   1_2 
Harrison,    W.   H. ,   presidential 

candidate,    12 
Hayes,   Rutherford  B. ,    12 
Heath,    John,    58 
Henson,    Henry  C. ,    6£ 
Hoover,   Herbert  C,   12 
Health,    State  Board  of,    duties 

and  powers,    107,    108 
Heirship,    proof  of,    79[xxx'vJ,    165 
High  schools,    see  School 
Highwey(s) 
See  also  Bridges;   Roads 

bids,    349 

blue  prints,    349 

claims,    355 

register  of,    357 
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^lighwayCs)  (continued) 

coanissioners,  duties  of,  49 
contracts,  349 

construction  and  maintenance 
records,  349,  350 
oxponso  ladgor,  351 
county  suTierintendent  of,  see 

Sup  e  r  i  n  t  end  en  t 
rie^lit  of  r/a;-  dedications,  349 
\7'-,rr3:its,  see  Warrants 
I-Iorjland  ?nd  Pdcketts,  building 

contractors,  23 
Home  Bureau,  275 
Homeopaths,  register  of,  57 
Horner,  Governor  Henry,  80 n 
Hou^iian,  uillian,  18 
Hughes,  Charles  Evans,  presidential 

caiididate,  12 
Hughes,  John,  member,  first  county 

commissioners'  court,  17_ 
Hull,  A.  3.,  66 
Hume,  George  A.,  chairman,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
.:u':phrey,  Kary  E.,  district 
representative  of 
emergency  relief,  79 
Hunting  licenses,  aoplications 

for,  73 [vi]  * 
Hurley,  Dennis,  15,  18 
Hutchin,  JohnD,,  member,  first 
board  of  supervisors, 
27 ,  27 8n 

Illinois  Central  Railroad,  3 

list  of  delinquent  taxes,  313[i] 
Illinois  Comimerce  Commission, 

appeals  from,  205 
Illinois  Emergency  Relief  Commission 
rolivif  roports  of,  17,  77 
relief  fu.id  estimate,  309 
Illinois  Str.te  Housing  Bo.-'xd,  183 
Illinois  Tax  Commission  instructions 
for  filling  out  tax 
returns,  279 
Illinois  Ter-.chers'  professional 

and  service  record,  331 
Incorporr-tion,  articles  of,  88[vi] 
Index 

pjdoption,  118,  152 
?.ttorneys'  receipts  for 
documents,  151 


Index  (continued') 
birth 

certificates,  42 

register,  42 
chancery,  210 
chattel  mortgage,  102 

releases,  102 

transfers  and  sales,    102 
to  certificate  of  norcil 

character,  152 
chancer;/-  record,  196  . 
common  law,  118 

files,  120,  152,  201 

record,  196 
construction  deeds,  82, "83,  85 
copartnership,  118 
coroners'  inquest,  271 
criminal,  118,  123,  214 
death 

register,  45 

report,   45 
deeds,    82-85  '    "      . 

Doyle  Estate  files,.  201 
to  estate  claims,    152 
farm  lease,    82 
feeble-minded,    118,    152 
finger  print  record,.  264 
gratntor-grantee,' 82 
inhcritcincc  tax,    152 
insanity,    118,    152 
insolvency,    118 
judgment,    sale,    redemption 

and  forfeiture  record,    34 

juvenile,   dependency  and 

delinquenc:^',    152 
liens,    chattel,    206 
Maple  Grove  Cemetery  deeds,    82 
to  marginal  releases,    101 
marriage  register,   52 
master's  deeds,    82-84 
to  miscellaneous  records,    152 
mortgage  record,    82-85 
mothers'   pensions,   152 
naturalization,    118,    152 
plaintiff-defendajit,    circuit 

court,    210 
to  probate  files,    118,   152 
quitclaim  deeds,    82-85 
release  deeds,    82-85 
sectional   (recorder),    85 
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Index  (continued) 

sheriffs"    deeds,    g2-gU 

stillbirth,   U5 

tax  deeds,    83-85 

tax  sale,    3^+ 

tax  judgment,  3^ 

teachers'  permenent  record,  328 

waxrenty  deeds,  82-85 
Indictments,^  criminal 

files,  79Cxiv] 

record,  122,  217 
Inheritance  tax 

account,  3OI 

coTinty  court  jurisdiction 
'  in,  182 

files,  119  . 
index,  I52 

order  of' court  fixing,  I36,  3OO 

petition  to  determine,  3OO 

record,  I56 
Injunction  notices,  79Cxxx] 
Insane,  list  of,  in  state 
,       institution,  I5,  79Cxxiv] 
Insanity 
See  also  Conservator 

docket,  131 

early  care  of,  Jl 

fee  book,  I93,  I9V 
.  files,  79[xxi],  119 
index,  118,  I52 

findings  and  orders  in,  127,  132 

jury  verdicts,  79Cxxi] 

order  of  commitment,  I32 

proceedings,  record  of,  125 
Insolvency  records 

estate,  I7U,  I75 

index,    118 
Insurance  on  county  property, 

21,    79Cxxii] 
Intention,   declaration  of, 
see  Naturalization 
Inventory(ies) 

administrators',   153[i] 

bills,    copartnership,  153[iii3,   I7I 

conservators',   153[ii],   I69,   I70 

of  estates,    153Ci].   I67,   173 

executors',   153 [v],   I67 

guardians',   I68,   I69 

Jail 
See  also  Prisoners 


Jail   (continued) 

bond  issues  to  billld,    22.,    2U 
buildings  used,    22-25_ 
grand  jury  report  on,    2U 
inadequacy  of,    2U,    2^ 
record  of  prisoners,    220 [xvi] 
Jones,    Smith  D. ,    26 

member,    commission  to  divide 
county  into   torms,    277 
Judges 

circuit,    91,    22 
compensation,    20U 
torn  of  office,    20U 
county,    ex  officio  probate 

judge,   178 
dockets 

circuit  court,    226,    227 
county  court,   129,  132 
probate  court,   I85,   187,   188 
of  election 

affidavits  of,    67 
appointment  of,   1,    79Cxviii] 
list  of,   lUo 
Judgment 

by  confession,   126,    20U,    218 
docket,    judges,   I85 
execution  of,   199 
fee  books,    2U3,    2UU 
in  vacation,    205 
by  default,    207 
dockets 

circuit   court,    23O-232 
county  court,   I3O 
oxecutions  of,    I99,    220Cviii] 
sale,    redemption  and 

forfeiture  record,    35 
index,    3^^ 
tax  -  record,   37 
index,   3U 
Judicial   system  in  county,    2ir2ii 
Jury 

certificates,  7,  29U 

fees,  295 

grand 

porsons,  list  of,  selected 

for  duty,  2^~-l ,    25O 
report  on  jail  conditions, 

2U,  213,  2U7 
register,  2^8 
instructions  to,  199 
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(Jur-Liv) 


Subjoot  Index 


Jury  (continued) 
lists 

county  board  of  supervisors', 

1,  24 
county  court,  79[xxiii] 
petit 

persons,  list  of,  selected 

for  duty,  247 
register,  248 
venires,  119 

verdicts,  79[xvi,  xxi] ,  119, 
122,  125,  199 
Justice  of  the  peace,  92 
appeals  from,  119 
appointment,  92 
dockets 

cmnmon  law,  137 
oriirinal  lav;,  137 
judgjnents,  executions  of,  79[xix] 
jurisdiction  of,  92 
probate,  193,  194 

roster,  279 
transcripts,  79[xvi],  119, 
199,  221 
judgment,  220[xx] 
Juvenile 
See  also  Adoption;  Minors; 
Pension,  mother's 
docket,  judge's,  185 
files,  119 

index,  152 
dependency 

docket,  judge's,  185 
files,  119 
index,  152 
probation  officer,  see  Prabation 

Kel ley,  James,  member,  committee 

to  establish  county 

boundary,  16 
Kickapoo  Creek,  3 
Kickapoo  Indians,  4,  5 
Kirby,  Richard,  5    "" 
Knight,  Robert  R.,  namber,  first 

board  of  supervisors, 

27 
Kraft,  vralter,  115 

Lafferty,  V.'illiam  H.,  44 
first  county  tax  colTector, 
17,  18 
LaFollette,  Robert,  presidential 
candidate,  12 


Land ( s ) 
See  alsp  Lots;  Real  Estate 
annexation  of,  to  drainage  district, 

360,  363-365,  369,  370 
entries  of  conveyances  of,  80,  81 
grants,  5£,  79[xx] 
patents,  79[xxxi] 

entry  book  of,  81 
school,  sale  of,  323 
swamp,  see  Swamp 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Landon,  Alfred,  presidential 

Candidate,  12 
Lane,  Ezekiel,  5 
Lash,  John,  5 
Leases,  88[vTii] 

Ledger,  estate,  of  accounts,  183 
Lemon,  George,  64 
Lemon,  Dr.  James~A.,  65 
Letters,  attorney  general's,  on 

tax  lav/s,  279 
Levy,  certificates  of,  105,  209 
219,  220[vi] 
See  also  Tax 
Lewis,  Robert,  special  fiscal 

agent,  23,  23n 
License (s) 
Seo  also  Certificates 
architec ts • ,  59 
dog,  64 

hiaiting,    applications  for,    79[vi] 
liquor,    40 

professional,  see  under  name 
of  profession 
Lions 
Soo  also  Mortgages 
on  chattels,  203,  206 

index,    206 
mechanic's,    88[ix],    199,    220[ix] 
Lincoln,   Abraham,    12,   33 
Liquor 

control,  40,  _42 
licenses,  40 
Lisenby,  Abrom,  5 
Lisonby,  Benjamin,  member,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
Livestock 

stallion  certificates,  88[xii] 
record  of,  113 
renewal  of,  114 
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Subject   Index 


(Loc-'br) 


Local   option,    40 
Lots 
See   also  Lands;   Real   estate 

entry  book  of  conveyances 
on,    80,    81 

index  to,    84 
Lovrery,   Celia,   58 
Lowery,  '/lilliam 

early  school   teacher,   5€ 

first  county  recorder,    17,   45 
Lowry,    John,    5  "*" 

Lunacy,    see  Insanity 

tfeasberg,    Irma,    county  director 

of  emergency  relief,    79 
iiacon  County,   1 
tiidden,    Dr.   J,"h.,    66,    67_ 
Ifeidden,    John,   18 
Madison,    JaraesT^lS 
Hagill,    H,,   54 
Liinufactures,    statistics  of, 
in  De  Witt  County,    9 
Maple  Grove  Cemetery  deeds, 

index,    82 
Map(s) 
See  also  Plats 
"Ee"  Witt  County,    2 
railroads   in,  Fo 
school,    324,    326 
svramp  land,   71[xxvii] 
I&nlove,    John  N»,    5 
Marcus,    Ezra,    18     "" 
tSarks  and  brands  record,    30 
iiarriage,    see  Vital   statistics 
I-jarvel,    Prettyman,    5 
Ifester-in-chancery 
certificates 

levy,    105,    209,    219, 

220[vi] 
purchase,  105,  209, 
219,  220[vi] 
receivership  report, 

202 
redemption,  105,  209, 

219,  220 [vi] 
sale,  105,  209,  219,  220[vi] 
deeds,  93,  95,  220[xiv,xv] 

index,  82-84 
docket,  234 
reports  on  deeds  and 

foreclosures,  209 


Ifethews,        ,    115 
Maxwell,   Tfohn,  '2'0 

associate  jusTTce,    first  county 

court,    26 
member,    first  county  coramissio]>- 
ers'   court,   17 
McAvoy,    Thomas,    66 
McClellan,    George  B.,    presidential 

candidate,    12 
McCord,    Charles,    5 
ifoCord,    James,    18"~ 
lijCord,  vrilli&m,   member,    comirdttee 
to  establish  county 
boundry,    16 
McCuddy,    Isaac,   fTrst  county 

coroner,    17 
McElhiney,    Samuel,    jailor,    22 
McGraw,    John  V, 

appointed  school  commissionor, 

59 
early  county  official,   43,   44 
early  school  teacher,    58 
first  clerk,    county  commission- 
ers'   court,    17 
Mclntyre,    Ivfecca,   Coxinty  superin- 
tendent of  public  welfare, 

McKinley,   "sYilliam,    12 
McKinley-Bryan  presiTontial 

campaign,  30 
McKinney,  C.  V^,,  3^ 
UcPherson,    Jesse  C,    first  county 

treasurer,    17 
l&chanics*   lien,    SFfix],   199, 

220[ix] 
docket,    228 
Msthodist  Church  in  coionty,    11 
Ivlidwives,    register  of,    57 
Militia 

See  also  Soldiers 
"Tecor'd,  61 

roll,  79[xxviii] 
L'liller,  John,  5 
Minors,  naturaTization  of,  149 

See  also  Guardian;  Juvenile 
Montgomery,  David,  18 
libntgomery,  John,  overseer  of 

the  poor,  64 
Moral  character,  certificates 
of,  220[v] 
index,  152 


(  cr-Off) 
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Subject  Inde:^ 


■  'ore,   ,  69 

liorrisT"^.*"^**  mombor,  board 

of  supervisors,  28 
Hortf;ase(s) 
See  also  Conveyances;  Liens 
chattel 

extensions,  103 
record,  103 

index,  102 
releases,  104 

index,  102 
transfers  and  sales,  104 

index,  102 
uncalled  for,  79[xvii],  86 
real  estate 

foreclosure  decrees,  record 

of,  208 
index,  82-85 
McLean  County,  record 

of,  87 
payments,  receipts  for, 

88 [xi] 
record,  99 
releases 

marginal,  record  of,  99 

index,  101 
unclaimed,  79[xvii],  86 
I'lOthors'  pension,  see  Pension 
Ibtions  for  nev.'  trial",  375 
Motor  fuel  tax  fund 
allotments 
ledger,  355 
record,  304,  354 
vouchers  of,  302 
checks,  cancelled,  issued 
against,  10 
stubs  of,  11 
claims  against,  4,  357 
county  treasurer* 3  report 

on,  314,'  358 
legislation  concerning,  50 
receipts  and  disbursements, 

355 
vmrrants,  cancelled,  358 
"ilulkey,  Jesse,  5 
'.4'ors,  E»  N.,  secretary,  county 
emergency  relief 
committee,  77 


Nation,  Carrie,  42 
Naturalization 

certificates  (final  papers) 

circuit  court,  220[x],  252,  253 
county  court,  119,  148 
minors ' ,  149 
soldiers* >  149 
declaration  of  intention 

circuit  court,  220[x],  252,  253 
county  court,  148,  149 
index,  118,  152 
minors',  149 
soldiers',  149 
oaths,  220[x],  252,  253 
record,  156 

witness  affidavits,  253 
Newcomb,  Daniel,  58 
Nebel,  C,  A»,  mem'Be'r,  county 

emergency  relief  committee, 
77 
Nixon,  TJebrge,  5 
Nixon,  Morris,  F 
Nixon,  vailiam,~fe 
Nixon  drainage  dTstrict 
commissioners'  record  of 

minutes,  372 
files,  370 

petition  to  organize,  371 
Non-high  school,  see  School 
Notices,  special  election,  1 

Oath(s) 

citizenship,  see  Naturalization 
of  county  officers,  see  Officers, 

coiuaty 
of  probate  appointees,  see  under 
title  of  appointee 
Occupational  statistics  in  census 

reports,  53 
Officer(s) 
county 

appointments,  E 

oaths,  69 

register  of  surplus  earnings, 

307 
reports,  1,  79[xv] 
resignations,  79[xliii] 
probation,  see  Probation 


l>imos  of  farms,    register,   115 


Subject  Index 
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(Off-Pen) 


Officer(s) 
township 

appointment  of,   lists  of,    2 
bond,   68 
lists  of,    68 
oaths,    68 
register,    55 

resignation  of,   79[xLiii] 
truancy  record,   33^+ 
Officers,   county 
location,   123-126 
receipts  and  expenditures,   3^5 
Old  age  assistance 
See  also  Pensions;   Public 
welfare;   Relief 
appeal  notice,   378 
applications  for,   378 

register  of,    38O 
files,  377,  379.  381 

card  index,    376 
legislation  concerning,   J^ 
Orders,    See  also  Vouchers;    Warrants 
counts  cancelled,   1,   2 
court 
See  also  Decree 
for  commitment  of  insane, 

132 
common  law,    79C^''''i] 
in  drainage  proceedings, 

128,    359,    36^.    366, 
368,  370,  371,  37^ 
inheritance  tax,   I36,   3OO 
in  insanity  cases,   79C3^i] 
probate,   79[xxxv3 

appointing  appraisers, 

172 
on  estate  valuation,   3OO 
for  sale  of  property, 
79[xxxv] 
for  sale  of  property, 
178,   179 
Ordinance  of  1785,    educational 

provisions  of,    57 
Osteopaths 

certificates,    53 
register  of,    57 
Overseer  of  the  poor,    see  Poor 

Paine,  Fleming  G, ,   first  probate 
justice,  ij^ 


Paine,  Mason  5. 

Parker,  Alton  B. ,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Parker,  John,  member,  county 
emergency  relief 
committee,  JX 
Parlier,  C.  C. ,  overseer  of  poor 

farm,  ^2. 
Parole,  discharge  -under,  25I 

See  also  Probation 
Partition  proceedings,  373 
Patent  certificates,  60 
Patents,  land,  79[xxxi] 

entry  book  of,  81 
Pearson,  Jonathan,  member,  first 
board  of  supervisors, 
§1.  278n 
Pensions 
See  also  Old  age  assistance; 

Public  welfare;  Relief 
blind 

applications,  1 

awards,  2 

reports,  79[xv],  313Civ] 

warrant 

register,  6 
stubs,  8 
mothers' 
See  also  Juvenile 
aid 

applications  for,  report 

of,  1U2 
legislation  concerning,  jU 
applications  for,  1,  ISl'^iiJ, 
IU6 
record  of,  1U7 
appropriations,  3^3 [iv] 
awards,  1^8 
docket,  judge's,  I85 
index,  I52 
probation  officer,  see 

Probation 
record,  12,  I56 
reports  on,  ISlxv'] 
vouchers,  3^3 C^i] 
teachers' 

contributions  to,  331 
number  contributing  to,  3^^^- 
record  of,  320,  321 


-  314  « 


vi'eu- 
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Subject  Index 


lausions  (continued) 
warrant 

register,  6 
stubs,  8 
v/idovjs',  certificates 
of,  79[xii] 
Personal  property 
Sao  also  Chattel 
"^aTsessinents  of,  see  Tax 
sale  of 

orders  for,  178,  179 
petitions  for,  178,  179 
private  -  record,  178,  180 
public-record,  179,  180 
taxes,  see  Tax 
I'stit  jury,  see  Jury 
I'etitions 

for  annexation  of  lands  to 
drainage  districts, 
359 
for  appointments  in  probate, 
see  under  title  of 
appointee 
to  circuit  court,  199 
for  citizenship,  see 

ITaturalization 
in  drainage  proceedings,  128 
for  organization  of 

drainage  districts,   260,    359, 
361,    364,    366,    370,    ZTT,    374 
road  improvements,    128 
for  sale 

of  personal  property, 178,    179 
of  real   estate,    177 
Fljaris,  A.  M.,    65 
Physicians 

certificates  (licenses),   53 
record,    56 
register,   57 
Pierce,    Franklin,    12 
riair:tiff-defendanF~index, 
circuit  court,    210 

Fl(:t(3) 

Seo  also  Laps 
book's 

cemetery,  109 

road,  79[xxxiii],  111 


Plat(s)  (continued) 

of  school  districts,  110 
of  villages,  additions  to,  109 
Pleas 

common  law,  119 
criminal,  79[xiv],  122 
Police  magistrates 
bonds,  68,  72,  79 [ix] 
docket,  138 
Polk,  James  K.,  12 
Poll  books,  see  "STection 
Pool,  Robert  E,,  £8 
Population,  origin  of,  chart 

of,  10 
Poor 
See  also  Almshouse;  Cou:ity  farm; 
County  home;  Pauper; 
Public  welfare;  Relief 
care  of,  64 
county  aid  to,  17 
overseer  of,  appointment 
and  duties,  64 
Porter,  Mary,  County  superintende 

of  schools,  63 
Post,  Russell,  member,  early 
county  commissioners' 
court,  17,  42 
Potav/atomle  Indians,  4 
Pov/er  of  attorney,  79"f>:xxiv], 

88  [x] 
Presb^rterian  Church  in  county,  11 
Primary  elections,  see  Election 
Prisoners 
See  also  Jail 
finger  print  record,  sheriff's, 
263 
index  to,  264 
records,  220[xvi] 
register,  sheriff's,  266 
Probate 
court 
See  also  Administrator; 

Conservator;  Estate; 
Executor;  Guardian; 
Wills 
appeals  to  circuit  court,  19J 
clerk  of,  194 

records  kept  by,  194 
dockets 

estate,  191,  192 


Subject   Index 
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(Pro-Eec) 


Probate 
court 

dockets    (continued) 
guardians',    189 

bond  and  settlement, 
190 
judge's   185,    187,    188 
transfer,    184 
fee  books    (court   costs), 

193,    195 
files,    155 

index  to,    118,    152 
jurisdiction  and 

functions  of, 
192 
record  of  claims,    158 
jurisdiction  in  county 

court,   £3,    192 
justices  of  the  peace,    92 
roster,    279 
Probation 
See  pIso  Parole 
officers 
adult 

bond,    206 

duties  and  powers  of, 

206,    207 
office,    206.    207 
record  of  cases,    144 
reports,    141,    207 
appointment  of,    2 
juvenile 

appointment,    179 
coinpensation,    179 
delinquent  and  dependent 

cases,    180 
reports,    141,    145 
mothers'   pension 

duties  and  powers  of, 

•     180,    181 
office,   180.    181 
Proceedings 

of  drainage  commissioners, 

350 
insanity,    125 
Process  docket,    sheriff  s,    260 
Proof 

of  death,    159 

record  of,  166 
of  heirship,  79[xxxv],  165 


Proof  (continued) 

of  will,  79[xxxv],  153[i,  v1 
Public  buildings,  io5,  106 
Publ,ic  welfare 
See  also  Almshouse;  County  farm; 
County  home;  Feeble -minded; 
Juvenile;  Pensions;  Poor; 
Relief;  Veterans 
county  department  of 
correspondence,  381 
duties  and  powers  of,  109 

office,  109  

county  superintendent   of, 
see   Superintendent 
Public  Works  Administration, 

application  to,   for  funds 
to  build  courthouse,   21 
Publication,   notice   of,    12e,~T57 
Pupils 

examination  records,   332 
semester  reports   of,   333 
Purchase,   certificates   of,    105, 
209,   219,   220[vi] 

Quitclaim  deeds,   91 
index,    82-85 

Railroad(s) 

construction,   52,   53 

land  grants,  _52 

map  of,  in  De  mtt  County,  56 

right  of  way,  220[xi1 

subscriptions,  32,  53 

constitutional  restrictions 
on  purchase  of,  54 
taxes,  see  Taxes 
valuations,  56 
Real  estate 
See  also  Estate;  Land;  Lots 
assessment  of,  see  Tax 
deeds,  see  Deeds 
mortgages,  see  Mortgage 
sale  of,  petitions  and  orders 

for,  177 
taxes  on,  see  Tax 
Receipts 

alimony,  258 

attorneys',  for  court  papers, 

257 
in  redemption  of  forfeited 
property,  79[xxxix3 
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(Rod-Hoa) 


Receipts  Eind  expenditures 
Sac  also  Accounts;    Cash; 
Costs;   Foes;   Fvind 
circuit  clerk's,    220[xiii], 

2U6,    25^ 
county  clerk's,    75"77 
coxmty  home,    3^3 
co\inty  offices,    3^5 
mastor-in-chancory' s,    reports 

on,    211 
motor  fuel   tax,    355 
sheriff's,  269 
superintendent  of   schools, 

report  on,    3^^ 
treasurer's,    county,  291 
Receivers' 
docket,    229 
fees,    202 
report,    209 
Receivership 

master's  reports,    202 
petitions  by  banks,    202 
stockholderg*  liability, 

petition  to  compromise, 
.202 
Recognizajiee  bonds,    79[xiv], 

122,    216 
Recorder 
bond,    166 

circuit  clerk,    ex  officio,    166 
compensation  fixed  by  County 

Board,    166 
duties  e-nd  powers  of,    I67,    l58 
election,    166 
office 

establishment,    I66 
term,   166 
roster,    279 
Records 

chart  of  porconteige  of,    in 

depositories,    117,    118 
destroyed  by  fire,    112 
housing,    care  and  accessibility 

of,    113-116 
system,    110--112 
Redemption 
certificates 

master's,  IO5,  209,  219, 
220Lvi] 


Redemption 

certificates  (continued) 
sheriff's,  105,  209,  2l9t 
220[vi] 
Registrars  of  births  and  deaths, 

accounts  with,  7*+ 
Release  deeds,  100 
index,  82-85 
unclaimed,  86 
Relief 
See  also  Almshouse;  Covin ty  farm; 

County  home;  Feeble-minded; 
Insanity;  Juvenile;  Old  age 
assistance;  Pauper;  Poor; 
Public  welfare;  Vet-jrane' 
blind 

applications,  119 

registers  of,  I3 
appropriations  for,  Jk 
emergency 

expenditures,  78 
fund 

allocation  of,  17 
estimate  of,  3^9 
legislation  concerning,  JX 
reports,  17 
work  relief,  79 
unemployment,  see  Eniergency  above 
Relinquishment,  widow's,  see  7 i do w 
Reporters,  cotirt,  fees  of,  295 
Review,  board  of 
appointment  to,  69 
complaint  docket,  276 
creation  of  office  of,  23^ 
duties  and  powers  of,  82.,  23^» 

i35 
findings  and  orders,  27© 
history,  early,  23^ 
minutes,  278 
tax  complaints  to,  277 
Right  of  way 

dedication,  highway,  3^9 
drainage,  grajits,  363*  3^^!  3^8 
assessment  of  damages  for, 
365,  370,  371 
railroad,  220[xi] 
release  of,  in  drainage  proceedings, 

35^.  361 

Boads 

See  also  Bridges;  Highway 
construction,  ^ 
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Road  s  ( c  ont  inued  ) 
funds,  see  Pund 
"Hard  Road"  legislation, 
opposition  to,  49 
nileage,  51 
plans  for~548 
plats,  ygfxxxiii"].  111 
state  supervision  over, 

105 
supervisors,  46 

dxrbies,  46 
Tice  Road  Law,  49 
Robb,  Thomas,  memFer,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
Eobbins,  Daniel 

appointed  overseer  of  the 


poor,   64 


26 


first   county  judge, 
Robin,  Y.'alter,    58 
Roinan  Catholic  ClTurch  in 

county,   11 
Roosevelt,    Fran^in  D,, 

11,    12 
RooseveTF,  Theodore,    12 
Rut  ledge,  IVilliam  J,,   5 

Salaries 

of  county  officers,  43 
of  election  officers,  45 
of  school  officials,  _46,  58 
Sale 

certificates  of 

master's,  105,  209,  219, 

220rvil 
sheriff's,   105,   209,    219, 
220[vi3 
of  personal  property 
oroTers   for,   79[xxxv] 
petitions  for,    178,    179 
private,    record  of,    178,    180 
public,    record  of,    179,    180 
of  real  estate 

orders   for,   79[xxxv") 
petitions   for,   177 
of  school   lands,    reports 
on,    323 
Salt   Creek,  _3 
Sanatorium,   county 

tuberculosis, 
establishment  "of,   271 


Sanatorium,   county 

tuberculosis,    (continued) 
management   o^  271,    272 
SangaTion  River,   3 
Santa  Anna  TovmsITip  Protective 
Association,   articles   of 
association  of,   65 
School 

commissioner,    101 
county  superintendent   of, 
see  Superintendent 
directors,    estimated  bvidpet 

report   for  district,   338 
districts 

non-high  school 

account   of  orders  issued,   324 
maps   of,   324 
poll  books,    324 
record   of,    324 
plat,    110 
political  map,    326 
state-aid  claims,    reports  of, 
341 
early  history,   56-63 
fund,    see  Pund 
lands,    sale   of,   323 
levies,    341 
non-high 

annual   report   and  rating 

scale,    342 
board,    proceedings   of,   324 
pupils,    semester  reports  of, 
533 
pupils,   see  Pupils 
statistics,    61 
tax,    see  Tax 
teachers,    see  Teachers 
Schultz,   C.    F,,   21 
Scott,    James  K.,"?" 
Scott,   liartin,   2211 
Scott,  V/infield,    presidential 

candidate,    12 
Sectional  index  (recorder),   B5 
Selection,    widows',    see  Y'idov; 
Severns,  Harriet,  member,   county 

emergency  relief  committee, 
77 
Seymour7~Ho ratio,    presidential 

candidate,    12 
Sheep 

claims,   305 
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Subject  Index 


Sheep 

claims  (continued) 
record  of,  306 
S'  eriff(s) 
tond,  223 
certificates 

of  levy,  105,  209,  219, 

220[vi] 
of  purchase,  105,  209,  219, 

220[vi] 
of  sale,  105,  209,  219, 

220[vi] 
cf  redemption,  105,  209, 
219,  220[vi] 
deeds,  93 

index,  82-84 
deputy,  soe  Deputy 
dockets 

criminal,  261 
execution,  259 
fee,  268 
process,  260 
subpoena,  262 
duties  and  powers  of,  95,  224 
fees,  record  of,  267 
finger  print  record,  263 

index  to,  264 
ocLth,  250 
office,  95 
prisoners 

record  of,  265 
register  of,  266 
receipts  and  expenditures,  269 
roster,  280,  281 
salary,  223 
ohugart,  Edom,  5,  58 
Shugart,  Zion,  F 
Silvers,  Jacob,  65 
Slatten,  Benjamin,  5 
Slutten,  Landors,  5 
Slaves,  census  reports  on,  53 
Grith,  Alfred  E.,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Smith  and  Dcllahunt,  builders 

of  first  courthouse,  20,  21 
Smith,  ViTilliam  B.,  member,  first 

board  of  supervisors,  27 
Soldiers 
Soe  also  Wilitiaj  Veterans 
bounty,  32, 


Soldiers  (continued) 

discharge  records.  Civil  Y'^ar,  112 
naturalization,  149 
Special  assessments,  see  Assosrmonts 

under  Tax 
Special  elections,  see  Election 
Specifications  for  courthouse 

vault,  79[xliv] 
Spencer,  Samuel,  18 
Stallion 

certificates,  88[xii] 
record  of,  113 
renewal  of,  114 
State  aid  claims,  school  district 

reports  of,  341 
State's  attornoj^ 
bond,  229 

duties  and  powers  of,  229-231 
office,  96 
report  oT^record  of  fees,  fines, 

and  forfeitures,  245 
report  ttJ  circuit  court,  213, 

220[xvii] 
roster,  £8£ 
Stauffor,  Henry,  69 
Stillbirths,  see  VTtal  statistics 
Stivers,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Charles,  70 
Streeter,  Alson  J.,  prosidcntiaT" 

candidate,  12 
Stockholders'  liabiTity,  petition 

to  compromise,  202 
Subpoenas 

circuit  court,  199,  209,  213, 

220[xviii] 
county  court,  79[xiv],  119,  122 
sheriff's  docket  of,  262 
Summonses 

circuit  tourt,  199,  209,  213, 

220[xix],  229 
county  court,  79[xiv,  xvi], 
119,  122 
Superintendent 
county  farm,  69 
county  home,  reports  to  county 

clerk,  269 
of  highways.  County,  49 

appointed  by  county~Foard  of 

supervisors,  49,  255 
duties  and  powers  of,  256 
office,  104,  105 


Subject  Index 
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Superintendent 
of  highways,  <*ounty 
office  (continued) 

early  history,  255 
records  kept  by,  25^, 
state-aid  funds,  requests 
for,  3U7 
of  public  welfare,  County 
appointed  by  county  board 

of  supervisors,  266 
functions  of,  266,  267 
salary,  268 
of  schools.  County 
bond  of,  2U7_ 
cash  book,  322 
distributive  fund  record, 

316 
duties  and  powers  of,  105, 

2U8 
letters  of,  3U6 
office  of,  105 
reports 

annual,  338 

budget  report  to  school 

trustees,  337 
cancelled  non-hi^  school 

orders,  313C'''] 
non-high  school  and  institute 

funds,  313 [vi] 
of  receipts  and  expend! tureg^ 
340 
roster,  282_ 
salary,  2^ 

teachers'  reports  to,  3^3 
Supervisors 

of  assessments  (County  Assessor) 
bonds,  71,  232 
county  treasurer,  ex  officio, 

duties  and  powers  of,  82^.  232 
minutes,  273 
rate  sheet  of,  273 
salary,  232 
county  board  of 
See  also  Commissioners'  court, 
(Jounty 
conmittee  reports,  1 
delegation  of  duties,  28 
duti^  and  powers  of,  28_,  2^ 
early  meetings,  22_ 

political  rivalry  in  30 


Supervisors 

county  board  of  (continued) 
proceedings,  1,  2 
superceded  county  court,  2'6,^ 
road,  see  Road 
township 

election  certificate  of,  68 

roster,  278 

statement  of  account  rrith 

county  collector,    285 
Supreme  count  justices   as  circuit 

judges,    21.    2i 
Surveyor,   Coimty 

appointed  by  county  board  of 

supervisors,    2^9 
duties  and  powers  of,    259 
record,   108 
roster,    28U 
salary,    259 
Swamp  lands 
See  also  Drainage;   Levee 
map,    7lCxxvll] 

payment  receipts  for,   79 C^^t^cvi  1  i] 
sale  of,   106 
Sweaxingen,   John, 

as  school  teacher,  18 
as  tax  assessor,   ^ 

Taft,   William  Howard,   12^ 
Taylor.   Zachary,  1£ 
Tax(es) 

assessed  valuation 
banks,    79Cxxv] 
school  district,   325,  3U2 
assessment( s) 
abstract  of,    29 
roll,   files  of,  128 
special 

delinquent,    290 
drainage 

lists,    288,    289 
rolls,    128,    359 
tax  list  of,    310 
assessor's  books  (lists  of 

taxable  property),    27 
collection  records,    286 
collector's  accounts  of 

township  taxes,    281 
deeds,  35,   92 

affidavits  for,    38,    79 [v] 
record,  32 
index,    82-85 
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Subject  Index 


(Tax-Tro) 


Tax(es)  (continued) 
del inquent 
judgment,  37 

sale,  redemptioni  and 

forfeiture  record,  35 
Illinois  Central  Railro£id, 

313[i] 

personal  property,    33 

railro;\d,    3131^] 

real  estate,    33 

road,    26 

sale  for 

record,    36,   Uo,   Ul 
index,    3^+ 

special  assessments,    290 
docket  of  I'jnounts  wanted,    25 
dog,    6U 

oqTialization,    3^1 
forfeitures,    286,    313[vii] 
inheritance,    seo   Inheritance 
levies,    26,    79[xlvii],    I56 

drainage,  359.  363-308,  370 

pauper,  17 

personal  property,  26 

real  estate,  26 

road  and  bridge,  26 

school  district,  26,  3UU 
lists 

personal  property,  27,  3^ 

real  estate,  26,  27,  31 
doubly  assessed,  79[xxvi] 
forfeited  in  error,  79Lxv:vi] 
motor  fuel,  see  Motor  fuel 
objections,  280 

judge's  docket  of,  185 

list,  28 

schedtilos,    79[xxxvi] 

valuations,    25 
rates,   3U2 
receipts,    collector's,    79[xxxviii], 

283 
road,    31 
schedules 

personal  property,    275 

railroad,  27^^ 

telegraph  and  telephone,  79[xlvii 
27U 
school,  31,  5i,  3^2 
settlement,  285,  286 
telegraph  and  telephone  book( lists 
of  taxable  property),  28 


Teachers 

certificates,  330 

registration  and  renewal, 

application  for,  329 
examinations,  335,  33^ 
institute,  SU8 
pension  and  retirement  record, 

320,  321 
permanent  record,  327 

index  to,  328 
professional  and  service  record, 

331 
reports,  3U3,  3UU 
Texas  drainage  district,  proceedings 

of,  156,  37U 
Tilden,  Samuel  J.,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Township(s) 

assessors,  see  Assessor 
boundaries,  changes  in,  27 
collectors,  see  Collector 
organization  of,  85 
Transcripts 

circuit  court,  222 
foreign,  88[xiii],  222 
justice  of  the  peace,  79[xvi], 
119,  199.  221 
judgment,  220[xx] 
Treasurer( s) 
county 

baj:ik  accounts,  public, 292 
bonds,  2U1 

duties  and  powers  of,  20,  2U1 
ox  officio  county  collector 
and  supervisor  of 
assessments,  22. 
fees  and  costs  received,  rogist 

of,  3O8 
fund  accoTonts,  ledger  of,  293 
orders 
book,  296 
cancelled,  29^ 
receipts  and  expenditures,  291 
record  of  costs  and  foes,  308 
reports,  285 
i],   roster,  282,  283. 
salary,  2^1 
surplus  earnings  of  county 

officers,  register  of,  3 
township 

receipts  and  oxpenditiiros,  339 
ledger,  325 
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(Tx-e-TMd) 


Treasurer (s) 

township    (continued) 

report  to    school  trustees,   339 
statements  of  accounts  with 
county  collector,    285 
Treaty  of  Ed'7ardsville,    4 
Troutman,   Michael,  _5 
True  bills,    see  Indictment 
Trustee(s) 
docket,    229 
school 

reports  on 

retirement  f-und,  319 
teachers'  pension  fund,  319 
Tuggle,  Melvin,  49,  50 
Twist,  Cicero,  _5 

UnemplojTnent  relief,  see  Emergency 

under  Relief 
United  Brethren  Church  in  county, 

11 

Valuation  of  property,  see  Tax 
Van  Suren,  Martin,  12 
Vandeventer,  Jacoh,  5_ 
Vandeventer,  James,  member,  first 
couiity  commissioners' 
court,  17,  64 
Venires,  see  Jury 
Veterans 
See  also  Soldiers 
death  certificates,  48 
Veterinarian( s) 

certificates  (licenses),  BB[xiv] 
county,  appointment  of,  2 
register,  57 
Vinson,  William,  5 
Vital  statistics 
births 

certificates,  43 

index,  42 
register,  44 
deaths 

certificates,  veterans',  48 
report,  47 

index,  45 

register,  47 

index,  45 


Vital  statistics  (continued) 
marriage 

licenses,  50 

applications  for,  49 
register,  51 
index  to,  52 
stillbirth 

register,  45,  47 
index  to,  45 
Vouchers 
See  also  Orders,  county;  Warrants 
tuberculosis  fund,  16 

Wade,   Fred,    115 

Waiver,    criminal,   79[xiv],    122 

WajLkathons,  prohibition  of,   42 

Walker,  ,   55 

Walker,  Robert 

member,  board  of  supervisors, 

34 
member,  committee  to  investigate 
poor  farm,  67_ 
Wallace,  Andrew  W,,  18 
Waller,  G-eorge,  18 
Wapella  drainage  district, 
proceedings  of,  156 
Warrants 
See  also  Orders,  county;  Vouchers 
appraisers',  for  fees,  173 
for  arrest,  79[xiv],  122 
county,  1 

register  of,  5 
highway,  cancelled 
register  of,  297 
stub  record,  298 
Motor  Fuel  Tax,  cancelled,  358 
Tuberculosis  Sanitarium,  re^,-i3ter 
of,  6 
Warfield,  B.  R. ,  15 
Warranty  deeds,  90 
Watt,  Gabriel,  18_ 
Weaver,  James  B. ,  presidential 

candidate,  12 
Webb,  Richard,  18 
Weldon,  L. ,  attorney,  first  board 

of  supervisors,  27 
Welch,  Mary,  superintendent  of 

schools,  58n,  59,  60^ 
Widows 

awards,  79[xxxv],  172,  175,  180, 
191. 
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Widows  (continued) 

relinquishment,  79[xxxv],  176 
selection,  79[xxxvj,  176,  191 

Y.illkio,  V.-cndcll  L.,  U,  12 

Y.'illmorc,  James,  member,  TTrst 
board  of  supervisors,  27 

■VTilson.  Vfoodrov/,    12 

rilKs) 
Sec  also  Administrator;  Estate | 
""^        Executor;   Probc.to  court 
annexed,    see  Administrator 
copies  of,    79[xiv,   xxxvl 
proof  of,    79[xxxv],    lS3[i,  v) 

T.'ilsan,   John,   5 

Y/ithers,    Pc-tcr7  19 


Vfitness 

affidavits,  199,  253 

foes,  136,  199,  209,  213,  220li], 
237-239,  244,  295 
T'olf  bounties,  79[xiii] 
V.'ork  Projects  Administration,  road 

construction  by,  51 
Work  relief;  see  Emcrf;cncy  under  Rclicl 
T'right,  E.  Vi.TTe 
Writ 

of  attachment,  199,  220[iii,  xxi] 

capias,  122 

of  execution,  79[xvi],  119,  199 

subpoenas,  199 

Young,  John,  5 


ILLINOIS  HISTORICAL  ESCORDS  SURVEY 
List  of  Pabli cations 


Inventories  of   the   County 
Archives  of  Illinois 


1. 

5. 

8. 
10. 
12, 
13, 
20. 
21. 
25. 
25. 
28. 
39, 
43. 
48. 
53. 
54. 


Srovm 

Carroll 

Chcjnpaign 

Clark 

Guiaberland 

De  T7itt 

Douglas 

Effingham 

^a^'ette 

Frc^jiklin 

Jackson 

Jo  Daviess 

Knox 

Livingston 

Logan 


1939 
1938 
1937 
1938 
1938 
1935 
1941 
1939 
1940 
1939 
1941 
1939 
1938 
1938 
1940 
1938 


210  p. 
93  p. 
103  p. 
118  p. 
132  p. 
105  p. 
324  p. 
282  p. 
254  p, 
165  p. 
302  p. 

206  p. 
122  p. 
220  p. 
252  p. 

207  p. 


56.  Macoupin  1939  212  p. 

65.  Menard  1941  297  p. 

68,  Montgomery  1939  230  p. 

69.  Morgan  1939  213  p. 
71.  Ogle  1940  310  p. 

74.  Piatt  1940  266  p. 

75,  Pike  1938  121  p. 

81.  Rock  Island  1939  274  p. 

82.  Saline  1941  274  p. 

83.  Sajigamon  1939  228  p. 

85.  Scott  1933  121  p. 

86.  Sheloy  1941  255  p. 

88,  St.  Clair  1939  345  p. 

89.  Stephenson  1938  143  p. 
92.  Vermilion  1940  386  p. 


Inventories  of  Federal 
Archives  in  the  States; 
ITo.  12  -  Illinois 


Series 

II 

Series 

III 

Series 

IV 

Series 

V 

Series 

VII 

Series 

VIII 

Series 

IX 

Series 

X 

Series 

XI 

Series 

XII 

Series 

r/i 

Series 

XVII 

Federal  Courts  1939  134  p. 

Department  of  Treasury  1939  277  p. 

Department  of  War  1941  412  p. 

Departnient  of  Justice  1940  56  p. 

Department  of  Na'/y  1940  172  p. 

Department  of  Interior  1941  110  p. 

Department  of  Agriculture  1933  335  p. 

Department  of  Con^^arce  1933  22  p. 

Departnent  of  Laoor  1941  55  p. 

Veterans'  Administration  1941  133  p. 

Farm  Credit  Administration  1941  12  p. 

Miscellaneous  Agencies  1941  172  p. 


326  p.  (2  V.) 


(2  V.) 


Inventories  of  the  Church 
Archives  of  Illinois 


Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A., 
Cairo  Presbytery 


1941 


76  p. 


-  323  - 


-  324  - 

Illinois  Historical  Records 
Survey  -  List  of  Publications 


Vit^l 
Str-tiatics 

Suiaa 

(Jiiido  to  Public  Vital  Statistics  Rocords  in  Illinois       1941       138  p. 

C.:dor-d-ir  -,  of  Collections; 

G-uido  to  Ha;-'.u3cript  Depositories 

Calendar  of  Robert  Weidensall 

Correspondence  1940         34  p. 

Calendar  of  Ezekiel  Cooper 

Collection  of  Manuscripts  1941         57  p. 

Guide  to  Depositories  of 

Manuscript  Collections  in 

Illinois  1940         55  p. 


/-.nericaii  Imprints 
Inventor^'  -  Checklists 


1.  Missouri,    1808-1850  1937  225  p. 

2.  Minnesota,    1849-1365  1938  219  p. 
5,  Arizona,    1850-1890  1938  81  p. 

4.  Chicago  Ante-Fire,    1851-1871  1933  727  p. 

5.  Kentucky,   1778-1810  1939  205  v 

6.  Kentuck:'',   1811-1820  1939  235  p. 

7.  Nevada,    1859-1890  1939  127 


lOi 


_      Alabam,    1807-1840  1939       159  p. 

9.     Kew  Jersey,   1784-1800  1939       189  p. 

10.  Kansas,    1854-1876  1939       773  p. 

11.  Kellogg  Collection  of   "Patent 

Inside"  Newspapers  of  1876  1939         99  p. 

12.  Sag  Harbor,   Long  Island,  N.   Y., 

1791-1820 

13.  Idaho,   1839-1890 

14.  West  Virginia,    1791-1830 

15.  Iowa,    1838-1860 

16.  List  of  Tennessee  Ii^iprints,    1793-1840, 

in  Tennessee  Libraries  1941         97  p. 

A  Bibliography  of  Books,   Pamphlets  and 
Broadsides  Printed  at  Canandaigua, 
New  York,    1799-1850   (vol.   21,   No.   4  of   the 
Grosvcnor  Libr?jy  Bulletin,   Buffalo,   K.  Y.)1939         47  p. 

Location  Symbols  for 

Libraries  in  the  United  States  1939       258  p. 

,   Additions  and  Corrections 

JanuDjy,   1941  1941         36  p. 


1939 

61  p 

1940 

74  p 

1940 

62  p 

1940 

84  p 

<^ 


\ 


